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garrifon   at  Fort  St.  Andrew.      ExcellerU  /difdpline  of 
this  regiment  under  Lieutenant^Colonel  Ga^mel/.    Author 
ojffliiHed  with  a  complaint  in  his  legs.    A  folder  disowned  in 
bathing.     Remarks  occaftoned  by  the  forrowful  ejfe^ef  the 
accident  upon  his  comrades.     Examination  aft^er  a  Cqfe  of 
yellow  fever.     Author  intends  to  purfue  his  in^iries.  r/- 
fpeding  the  difeafed  appearances.     Written  opinions  feg^rdm  • 
ing  the  yellow  fever  very  difcordant^  -         •         3^13 
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LETTER    XX, 

A  Dutch  **  vendue**  of  Jlaves*  Attended  by  the  cohmjts 
like  a  public  fair,  ^lite  a  holy  day  or  galct^meeting.  Man- 
ner of  expofwg  thejlaves  by  auHion,  Method  of  examining 
them.  Their  average  value.  Condu^  of  a  negro  'who 
was  put  up  to  the  hammer  without  his  wife.  Author  con- 
duBs  his  friend  from  African  flaves  to  free  Indians.  Joins 
a  party  of  Indians  near  the  river  Kannye,  Indifference  of 
thefe  people  concerning  the  whites.  Another  party  pad  up 
their  furniture  and  utenjilsj  and  return  into  the  woods. 
The  women  bear  the  burden.  Indians  engage  to  cut  wood, 
but  cannot  be  relied  on.  They  have  no  induflry  —  nor  any  , 
deftre  to  emulate  the  colonijls.  A  party  from  the' woods  come 
down  the  river  in  a  canoe  to  Fort  St»  Andrew,    P^ge    325 


LETTER    XXL 

PoUtenefs  and  hofpitality  of  Governor  Van  Battenburg  towards 
the  author.  The  Government- houfe.  Its  fttuation  and  con^ 
fruElion.  ExcurftorTup  the  creek  or  river  Kannye.  EJlate 
of  Mynheer  Ongre.  Its  produce  in  coffee — in  cocoa.  Num^ 
ber  and  value  of  the  flaves.  Mode  of  preparing  cocoa  and 
chocolate.  Food^  drink,  platesy  difhes,  medicine y  and  clothing 
all  grow  in  the  fields.  ^  Berbifche  widely  remote  from  head- 
quarters. Uncertainty  of.  receiving  news froifi  the  army. 
Route  by  which  it  commonly  reaches  Berbifche.  Brave 
conduEl  of  a  black  corps  at  St.  Lucie.  The  galLmt  Colonel 
Malcolm  falls  at  their  head.  Uncertain  of  remaihi^g  in 
Guiana,  the  author  direHs  his  letters  to  be  fen t  to  St,  Do» 
mingor  Garrifon  n$t  unmindful  of  the  ^th  of  June,  En- 
ckiinting  echo  through  the  heavy  forefis,      -         -         3  j  7 


LETTER     XXIL  . 

News  reaches  Berbifche  of  the  capture  of  the  ijland  of  St, 
Lucie.     A  fmtinelon  guard  dejlroyed  by  ilje  "  Coup  de  So- 


XV 

/rtV."  Marked  cafe  of  yellow  fever  in  a  grenadier^ 
named  Llewellyn.  The  Savanna  near  fort  St.  Andrew 
inhabited  by  alligators.  A  fentinel^  frightened  by  the  op^ 
proach  ofoneofthefe  amphibia  in  the  nighty  fires  and  alarms 

the  garrifon.     The  alligator  an  animal  of  great  flrength  and 
hideous  form  :  isflrongly  proteEled  againfl  external  injury  : 
is  peculiarly  fufceptvble  of  life.    His  flefh  ufedby  the  negroes 
as  food.      Vifit  of  a  party  to  the  governor*  s  and  Mr.  Blair^s.     y  y/^^ 
Fete  given  to  theflaves  at  the  government-houfe.     Author'' s 
reflefiions  on  thefcene.     The  ddnce  interrupted  by  a  party  of 
thefons  of  Bacchus.     Humorous  remarks  of  the  governor 
indicative  of  his  correct  knoivUdge  of  the  Englifh  language^ 
PoUtenefs  of  the  governor  and  Aladame  Van  Battenburg, 
to  the  ojfficers.     Sumptuous  entertainment  at  Mr.  Blair^s. 
Author  vifit s  the  ^^  Taw- houfe.^*     Wretched  appearance  of 
the  ohjefls  affliSfed  with  this  hideous  malady,     A  diflant  ex^ 
furftonprojs&ed,  in  which  the  author  hopes  tojoin^  Page  345 

LETTER    XXIIL 

Indolence  and  viftonaty  difficulties  often  the  bane  of  our  gratlfi-^ 
cation.  Author  engages  with  a  party  in  a  marooning  ex* 
curfton  up  the  river  Berbifche.  No  fixed  plan,  but  the 
journey  regulated  by  the  information  and  treatment  met  with 
en  route.  Difficulties  and  obflacles  fuggefled  by  gentlemen 
tf  the  colony.  Ignorance  of  the  Dutch  language  the  greatejl 
impediment.  Stores  and  neceffiary  refources  colleBed  in  the 
boat.  Departure  from  New  Amflerdam.  Mode  of  com^ 
pleting  the  boafs  crew  a  little  unwarrantable.  Plantation 
Het  Pleytdnker  the  firfl  place  of  call.  The  party  well  re- 
ceived  by  Mr.  Deen  :  meet  Mynheer  Abbenfets  :  proceed 
with  him  to  Effiendam  to  pafs  the  night.  Friendly  attention 
of  Mynheer  JVohler  a  Hanoverian  fur geon.  Author  and 
Mynheer  Wohler  make  a  promenade  round  the  plantations 
mfendctm^  and  Sans  Souci,  •  •  368 


xvi 


Author  and  his  comrades  leave  Effindam.  Generous  and  friend^ 

ly  hofpiiality  of  Mynheer  Ahbenfets.     The  party  tAiedn  msuh 

itfefid  information  from  Mynheer  Schneider  rtfpedling  their 

journey.     Mynheer  Abbenfets  and  Mynheer  Schneider  con* 

tribute  additional  fupplies  to  the  boat*     A  long  journey  to 

the  eflate  Vigilantie,     Heavy  toil  for  the  flaves.     They  flop 

occafionally  and  plunge  into  the  river  to  refrejb  tbemfehes. 

A  friendly  welcome  by  Mynheer  Malfted.  Author  vifits  the 

\    n^gro  yard  at  Figilantie*     L  prefented  by  a  negro  to  his 

T  /fier.     An  e^cantple  of  the  effeB  of  fiavery.     Aftngular 

mode  ofpunifbment.     The  party  leave  Figilantie  —  arrive 

at  the  old  tonvn  of  Atnflerdam.    Ytfit  Mynheer  ^^  le  vieu 

Fifcaly  and  Mynheer  Schoften.     Le  vieu  Fifcal  con^erfes  im 

Latin  — .  profejfes  great  efleemfor  theEnglifb  —  //  violently 

inimical  to  the  Stadtholder^  -  -        Page  378 


Mynheer    Scholten   chirurgien^major   to  the  Dutch  troops^ 

Madame  Scholten  witty  and  facetious*     Author  referves  a 

fpecimen  of  humour  to  relate  to  his  friend  on  his  return  to 

England.  Old  town  of  Amfterdam*  A  party  of  Indians.  A 

"^    party  of  manumitted  Negroes.   Profejfton  of  furgeonmbarber 

not  extinB  in  the  Dutch  colonics*     Two  of  the  author's 

comrades fbaved  by  a  dnrurgo-tonfor^  whofupports  a  Latin 

converfatioUf  upon  medical  and  other  fubjeBs^  during  •*  the 

operation^    Tht  party  meet  Mynheer  Fenner  at  Myn* 

heer  Scholteh's.     Accompany  him   to  the  ejlate  Johannom 

On  arriving  are  prefented  to  Madame  Scholten  and  five 

other  white  ladies. — Good  refemblance    of  an  European 

garden.  Appearance  of  a  gang  ofjlaves  ginning  cotton  by 

candle  lights  •  -  .  38 j 

The  party  adopt  a  new  modeof  travelling  fugg^ed  by  Mynheer 
Fenner.   A  Dutch  mountain.    Alarm  excited  by  the  author 
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I 

and  his  comrades  refpe5fing  the  Bujb  Negroes  in  the  woods* 
A  Wifi  Indian  ride  acrofs  theforejl  and  wild  favannas. 
European  fcene  on  approaching  the  ejlate  Arends*  Fra^ 
grant  path  leading  to  the  houfe^  The  party  meet  a  polite  r/- 
eeptionfrom  Mynheer  Pauels  : — dine  at  Arends  : — proceed 
in  the  evening  to  Myhneer  Heynemann^s  accompanied  by 
Mynheer  Pauels  and  Mynheer  Fenner.  Viftt  a  Dutch 
piilitary  poft  at  an  angle  of  the  river  near  Arends*  Myn  - 
heer  Heynemanris  houfehold^  -  -       Page  396 


Author  obtains  an  early  converfation  with  M.  Heynemann* 
Examines  his  colleSfion*  Mejfrs,  Heynemann^  Pauels^  and 
Fenner  plan^  for  the  party ^  the  remainder  of  the  excurfton* 
Inter ejling  day  at  Mr*  'Heynemann^s.  Indians  called  Bucks 
•^■^the  women  Buckeen,  Common  bow  and  arrow  of  the 
Indians.  Their  accuracy  in  ufing  them.  Fine  attitude  in 
pulling  the  bow.  The  poifoned  arrow  and  its  tube.  Au^ 
ihor  and  two  of  his  comrades  proceed  to  Savonette*     One  of 

.  the  party  fuddenly  affliSled  with  a  malady  y  which  detains  him 
at  M*  Heynemanr^s.  Viftt  to  an  Indian  hut^  at  two  (f  clock 
in  the  morning.  .  Indian  method  of  Jleeping.  Surprize  of 
Vandyke  J  an  old  Dutch  foldier.  His  remark  concerning 
the  indifpofition  of  an  Indian  wife.  Night  accommodation 
at  SavonettCf  -         -  -  -         404 


Anticipated  gratification  robs  the  author  of  reft.  Senfations  on 
looking  out  at  the  door  of  Savonette  early  in  the  morning. 
Viftt  to  an  Indian  village  in  the  woods.  Scenery  on  enters 
ing  the  foreff.  Reflexions  on  approaching  the  village. 
Vandyke  enfures  the  party  a  civil  reception.  No  ceremony 
'  dbferved.  Author  and  his  comrades  minutely  examine  all 
around  them.  Bucks  ahfent.  Buckeen  employed  preparing 
cajfada.  Curiofitynot  reciprocal.  The  party  procure  fpeci^ 
mens  of  animals^  implements  and  utenfUs.    The  laba.    An 
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example  of  natural  affeElion  in  the  wild  woods,    Afurthtr 

example  of  the  fame.     Food  ufed  by  the  Indians*     Manner 

(f preparing  it.     Indolence  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  woods, 

Cajfada  their  ^^  flaff  of  life.**    Pepper- pot  ofcrabs^  and  la* 

ba.  The  Armadillo,    StruBure  of  the  Indian  huts.    Author 

expreffes  a  hope  of  fhewing  the  model  of  one  to  his  friend 

feme   day    in  England,     Temple    of  incantation,     Super^^ 

flit  ion  of  the    Indians   refpeBing  difeafe,      Hot^  or     va^ 

pour    bath.     Scenery   round  the  forefi  njillage*     An  im* 

menfe  tree  of  the  Tonquin  bean.     Concerning  other   trees 

in  the  woods  of  Guiana,     A  Kiwihi^  and  other  fpeciwens 

prefented  by  Vandyke  :  fVater-lemons^^^by  the  Indians,  Mi„ 

fitary  honors.     Echo  through  the  deep  forejl.     Author  and 

his  comrades    return  to  Mynheer  Heynemann^s^  and    t9 

ArendSf  -  -  •  P^ge  417 


Feelings  offat'isfaBion  evinced  by  Mynheer  Heynemann,  His 
attintion  to  the  author,  ConneBing  link  between  the  Indi* 
ansand  the  colonifis.  Policy  of  the  Dutch  government  re* 
CpeBing  the  Indians,  Opportunities  pojfejfed  by  Mynheer 
Heynemann  of  obferving  the  charaBer  and  habits  of  the 
people  of  the  woods  : — peculiarly  qualified  for  the  appoint^ 
went  of  pofl  holder  : — eleBed  a  chief  among  the  Indians* 
Propofal  to  ajfemble  a  body  of  them  in  military  array .  On 
the  remarks  and  ohfervations  of  Mynheer  Heynemann.  In* 
dian  tribes  in  Guiana,  Xhe  Charibs  mofi -war like,  Promi" 
nent  features  diflinguifhing  the  Indians  from  Europeans  - — 

from  Africans,  Clothing  of  the  Indians.  Kway  ufed  by 
the  Buckeen.     ConduB  of  a  mother  and  daughter  on  pre-' 

fenting  the  apparel  of  a  young  Buckeen  to  the  author^         ^3  6 


Form  and  general  appearance  of  the  Indians.     Cuficm  of 
pulling  the  hair  from  different  parts  of  their  bodies.     Re* 


XIX 


maris  concerning  the  indolent  habits  of  the  ^eopie  of  the 
"fvoods.  Labour  not  a  natural  impulfe.  Indians  fond  of 
fpirituous  liquors,  A  degree  of  method  obtains  in  their  in- 
toxication. Polygamy  praBifed  among  them,  Drfpotic  to* 
'wards  their  wives.  The  women  toil  at  home^  and  bear  the 
burden  when  they  move  abroad.  The  Buckeen  fombre  and 
referved  in  prefence  of  the  men^-^are  fond  of  drifting 
rum,  &ome  abfervations  refpeHing  obeftty — alfo  concerning 
gout,  -  -  .  Page  445 


The  party  are  conduced  from  Arends  to  Johanna  by  Mynheer 
Fenner,  Journey  acrofs  the  Savanna  and  forejl.  Chafe 
if  a  mule,     Viftt  to  an  Indian    Village,     A  wretched  cb^ 

jeEi  of  difeafe,     A  plantation  of  reeds  for   making  arrows 
Trees  of  wild  cinnamon^     The  party  dine  at  Johanna  z — 

fleep  at  Helvetia*  Cordially  welcomed  by  MynJ^eer  Freinde^ 
Honored  with  peculiar  marks  of  attention  by  Mynheer  Fen* 
ner,  A  comfort lefs  night.  Unhappy  feelings  concerning 
an  ebon  nymph,  Viftt  to  Mynheer  Scholten  at  the  old  town. 
Apologies  of  M,  -  le  vieu  FifcaL  His  exceffes  attributed  to 
••  levelling  bumpers^  A purchafe  from  a  handfome  Indian 
woman.  River  current,  Viftt  to  the  plantation  Daargradt 
—/I  colonial  ejlate — perhaps  *^ prize  property"  Alarm 
lof  an  old  Hollander  on  feeing  a  party  of  Britijb  officer s^  A 
wretched  night  in  confe^uence  of  mufquitoes^  4^2 

The  party  leave  Daargradt  tvith  the  morning  tide^  intending 
*  to  proceed  to  Mynheer  Robolo/k?s,  Call  at  Effendam, 
Kindly  detained  by  M,  Abbenfets.  Male  a  vijit  of  ac* 
knowledgment  to  Mynheer  Schneider,  Cards  introduced 
after  dinner  at  Effendam,  Evening  promenade  to  Sans 
Souci.     Wretched  annoyance  of  musquitoes.    Affll5led  ap* 


pearatiei  of  the  party.  Departure  from  Effendam,  Cort'^ 
eltdfion  of  the  expedition*  General  remarks..  Novelty  and 
hojpitality*  Civility  an  inadequate  term.  Mode  rf  travel- 
ling  highly  commodious,  Samenefs  of fcenery  relieved.  Pel' 
lucid  water  of  the  river.  Novel  appearance  of  the  forejt^ 
the  hoat^  ^c,  A  floating  ifland.  Difficulties  ideal.  In» 
feBs  not  trouUefome  in  the  woods,  A  peculiar  mark  of 
politenefs^  -  -  -  Page  463 
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LETTER    I. 
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Author  and  his  friends  wait  for  General  Whyte^  and  the 
CorkconDoj.  Friendly  altercation  between  the  jtuthor  and 
his  comrades*  Cork  Fleet  driven  back  to  Cove.  The  Hin^^ 
ioftan  and  Abergavenny  arrive  from  Ireland.  The  Mary 
Ifabella^  from  England^  fft^^ .  ^  p^ff^g^  of  fifteen  %veeks. 
Author  and  his  comrades  ordered  upon  duty.  Troops 
arrive  unhealthy,  TwO'deck  fhips  bad  tranjjports.  State 
§f  negroes  injlavejbips  contrafted  withfoldiers  in  tranfports. 
Degree  of  beat  March  22d*  Remarks  upon  a  French 
paper,  complaining  of  the  profefjional  praBice  of  the  Britifb 
medical  officers  in  St.  Domingo* 

'  BarbadoeSi  Mareh.    {JfC^ 

^  SHOULD  have  mentioned  to  you  in  my  iaft 
letter,  that  from  joining  in  the  general  greet- 
ings on  the  glad  occafion  of  Sir  R.  Aber* 
cromby's  long-expedled  arrival,  and  hoping  to 
learn  that  we  were  immediately  to  proceed  to^St; 
Domingo,  we  loft  no  time  in  waiting  upon  the 
commander  in  chief,  but  went  to  pay  our  re- 
fpedls  to  him  the  day  after  he  reached  Barba- 
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docs.  I  am  forry,  however,  to  tell  you,  that 
we  are  ftill  likely  to  \)g  detained  for  fome  time 
in  this  Ifland,  it  being  intended  that  we  fhould 
wait  the  arrival  of  General  Whyte,  and  the 
Cork  divifion,  and  all  proceed  to  St.  Domingo 
under  the  fame  convoy. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  announce  to  you 
that  the  ills  of  climate  have,  hitherto,  fcarcely 
reached  me;  but  my  friends  Cleghom  and 
Mafter,  I  am  forry  to  remark,  are  greater 
fufi^er$  than  myfelf*  All  of  us  are  annoyed 
by  the  prickly  heat,  and  thofe  tormenting 
infeds  the  mufquitoes  ;  but,  in  Cleghorn,  the 
prickly  heat  is  fo  violent,  as  to  become  quite 
a  fore  eruption  ;  and,  on  the  legs  of  Mafter, 
the  bites,  of  mufquitoes  have  produced  very 
troublefome  ulcers  :  alfo,  in  addition  to  theie 
evils,  both  of  my  friends  are  frequently 
troubled  with  cpiftaxis  *  j  with  which  I  have 
not  been  once  attacked. 

Regardlefs  that  they  are  more  difturbed 
by  the  efFeds  of  climate  than  I  am,  they  often 
amufe  themfelves  at  my  continuing  to  obfer#<^ 
an  abftemious  diet,  and  to  perfevere  in  my 

*  Bleeding  from  the  nofc^ 


Jong  eftabliflied  habit  of  drinking  watet ;  and 
are  even  bold  enough  to  propofe  that  wp 
fhould  form  a  tontine^  with  the  benefit  of 
fqrvivorfhip.  "  Let  us,"  fay  they,  **  enter 
into  an  engagement  that  he  who  lives  lopgeft 
fliall  be  entitled  to  the  clothes,  arms,  baggag?^ 
and  horfe;s  of  thofe  who  may  chance  to  die, 
previous  to  our  return  to  England*'^ — To  thit 
I  tell  them,  I  can  fee  only  one  objed^ion,  viz. 
that  it  would  encumber  me  with  more  red 
coats,  and  baggage,  than  I  fheuld  know  what 
to  do  with*  They,  laughing,  alfiire  me  that 
I  need  have  no  (iich  appriehenfiion,  and  kindly 
promife — the  one  to  preferve  my  fword,  the 
other  my  piftols  as  "  a  talifman,  in  membry  of 
^  friend,  who  fought  his  death ^^^^hy  drinks 
ing  water  /''— "  Water,"  continue  they,  "  will 
render  you  the  moil  palatable  to  the  hungry 
devourer  of  thefe  regions,  and,  of  courfe,  you 
will  be  his  carlieft  prey."*—"  On  the  contrary, 
my  friends,"  I  reply,  **  you  lay  a  bait  for  this 
ravenous  deftroyer,  by  preparing  for  him  in- 
viting juices,  enriched  with  wine,  and  high 
eflenced  difhes ;  for,  like  yourfelves,  he  loves 
to  indulge,  and  prefers  wine  and  high  flavored 
viands,  to  a  more  plain  and  fimple  d^^t— * 
hence,  inflead  of  your  dividing  my  fwQrd  and 


piftols,  the  probability  is  that  I  (ball  return 
to  England  trebly  armed.** 

Were  it  fit  to  take  up  this  fubjeft  pro- 
feflionally,  or  to  trouble  you  with  medical 
dircuflions,'  I  might  fliew  fome  powerful  rea- 
fons  why  I  have  a  better  chance  of  again  fee- 
ing England,  than  either  of  my  humorous 
and  pleafant  aflbciates.  Our  comrade,  Weir, 
fmiles  at  our  calculations,  and  being  in  a 
manner  fecure,  from  having  undergone  nine 
years  feafoning  at  Jamaica,  feels  that  he  may 
have  to  return  alone,  and  report  the  fate  of 
us  all. 

Endlcfs,  furely,  are  to  be  the  vexations 
and  difappointments  attending  this  expedition ! 
In  every  attempt^  every  branch  of  it  would 
feem  deftined  to  meet  with  delay  and  difafter. 
In  the  papers,  received  by  the  lad  packet, 
we  read  that  the  Cork  fleet,  which  we  had 
flattered  ourfelves  was  within  a  few  leagues  of 
Barbadoes,  has  put  back  into  Cove  harbour. 
In  this  we  have  great  and  fevere  difappoint- 
ment.  It  was  the  divifion  with  which  we 
were  to  proceed  to  our  place  of  deftination, 
aod  from  the  fhips  which  have  already  ar- 
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rived  reporting  fo  favorably  of  the  voyage,  and 
the  weather,  it  is  a  mortification  very  unesc- 
pedted.  The  Clarendon,  the  Charlotte,  the 
Singleton  and  others  having  made  an  uncom- 
monly quick  pafTage,  we  had  no  fufpicion  but 
the  winds  muil  have  been  favorable  for  the 
whol<e  convoy ;  and,  making  allowances  for 
the  delay  of  dull  failing  veflels,  felt  aiTured 
^  that,  they  muft  arrive  in  the  courfc  of  a  few 
days  i  hence  the  difappointment  we  experi- 
ence is  even  greater  than  it  was  from  hearing 
of  the  return  of  our  own  convoy  under  Ad- 
miral  Chriftian, 

Single  {hips,  of  each  of  the  two  fleets, 
iliU  continue  to  arrive.  The  Hindoftan  and 
Abergavenny  Eaft  Indiamen,  and  feveral  tranf- 
ports  have  joined  from  Corkj  and  on  the 
25th,  came  in  the  Mary  Ifabella  of  the  Portf- 
mbuth  divifion.  She  failed  with  us  on  the 
9th  of  December^  and  has  been  a  week  longer 
on  the  voyage  than  the  unfortunate  General 
Cuyler,  but  precifely  the  fame  time  at  fea, 
having  put  into  Liibon  difabled,  and  remained 
there  three  weeks,  which  reduces  the  period 
to  twelve  weeks,  the  exafl:  time  the  General 
Cuyler  was  beating  about  upon  the  ocean. 

B   3 


Xt  pow  remains  ta  me  to  Inform  you  that 
ive  have  to  bid  adieu. to  ouf  rural  excurfions, 
and  maroon-like  wanderings,  about  the  plea-^ 
fant  ifland  of  Barbadoes  :  for  it  is  ordered  that 
the  phyficians  of  the  St.  Pomingo  ftaflf  fhall 
confider  themfelves  on  duty,  at  the  general 
hofpttal  at  St.  Anne's  Hill ;  and  it  has  fallen 
to  my  lot  to  be  the  firft  employed.  We  have 
alfo  the  further  duty  of  infpeCting  the  troops 
of  the  different  (hips  of  the  Cork  divifion  as 
they  come  into  harbour,  in  order  to  report 
their  ftate  of  health,  or  difeafe.  Luckily  our 
refidence,  on  board  the  Lord  Sheffield,  hap- 
pens to  be  fingularly  convenient  for  the  per- 
formance of  thefe  duties,  and  hence  we  hope 
to  be  able  flill  to  continue  our  fociat  mefs  j 

0 

and  to  live  in  the  cool  breeze,  afloat,  inflead 
«f  being  crowded  In  th^  clofe  and  heated 
|own^ 

Being  in  the  bay,  we  readily  fee  every 
fhip  as  it  comes  in,  and  x:an,  conveniently, 
t;ake  oflf  a  boat  to  proceed  upon  our  vifit  of 
infpeftion  without  delay :  and  we  are  not  lefs 
happily  placed  for  the  hofpital,  being  able  to 
feach  it  in  a  boat,  much  quicker  than  we  could 
yi^alk  to  it  from  the  towci* 
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Sicknefs,  lam Xbrry  to  remark, is  already* 
appearing  among  us.  The  hofpitals  are  full, 
and  fome  of.  the  troops  are  obliged  to  quit 
their  barracks,  in  order  that  thefe  may,  alfo, 
be  converted  into  Tick  wards.  But  do  not 
imagine  that  we  are  already  fuffering  from 
difeafe  of  dimate.  It  is  not  fo.  The  malady, 
which  now  exifts,  has  been  brought  with  the 
troops.  It  is  the  common  hofpital  or  (hip 
fever— is  the  confequence  of  the  foldiers  being 
long  detained  in  crowded  fhips,  and  has  no- 
thing to  do  with  La  Maladie  du  Pays. 

The  fhips  of  the  Cork  divifion,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  quick  paffage,  arrive  in  a  very 
unhealthy  (late,  btit  in  thef^  the  troops  muft 
liave  been  fickly  when  they  embarked,  ot 
before  they  left  the  harbour;  and,  from  the 
fpecimen  we  have  in  the  Abergavenny  an4 
Hindoftan,  we  have  nothing  favorable  to  ex- 
jpedt  from  the  fceming  accommodation  of 
employing  thefe  large  veflels  as  froop  Ihips. 
In  none  of  the  tranfports  have  we,  yet,  found 
the  men  more  unhealthy:  but,  from  the 
habits  of  cleanlinefs,  commonly  obferved  on 
board  the  Eaft  India  fhips,  and,  more  efpe- 
mlly,   fromi   that  excellent    officer  General 

B4 
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^u^n^^^^  Whitelock,  and  feveral  other  adive  and  intel- 
ligent military  officers  being  on  board,  no  fuf- 
picion  can  be  entertained  of  any  of  the  rules 
of  cleanlinefs  or  regularity  having  been  ne- 
gledted  among  the  troops. 

To  me  it  has  dways  appeared  unwife  to 
employ  any  fliip  as  a  tranfport,  in  which  the 
men  are  obliged  to  fleep  upon  two  different 
decks,  both  crowded,  and  the  one  below 
the ^ other;  and,  from  pr^fent  appearances, 
this  expedition  promifes  to  confirm  the  opi- 
nion. 

» 

* 

Where  from  three  hundred  to  five  hun- 
dred men,  in  addition  to  the  fhip's  company, 
have  to  make  a  paffage  in  the  fame  veffel, 
they  cannot  but  be  crowded;  and  if  the 
weather  (hould  ch^ince  to  be  bad,  it  will' be 
impoffible  to  have  the  lower  deck  kept  fo 
clean,  and  well  ventilated,  as  is  requifite ;  and 
hence  from  many  of  the  foldiers  becoming 
fick  ;  from  their  taking  food  in  their  fleeping 
births ;  and  crowding  themfelvcs  with  knap* 
facks,  blankets,  and  other  baggage  ;  and  from 
multitudes  breathing  together,  in  a  clofe  and 
confined  place,  the  air  mufl,  very  quick;ly,  be 
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rendered  unwholefome,  and  difeafc  will,  nc- 
C€flarily,.be  generated.  Where  there  are  two 
decks  it  is  alfo  more  difficult  to  keep  the  mea 
fufficiently  cxpofed  to  the  open  atmofphere, 
as  the  idle  and  difobedient  can  more  eafily  con« 
ccal  themfelves,  and  remain  below  through- 
out the  day. 

The  difference,  in  point  of  health,  it 
peculiarly  ftriking  between  the  troops  convey- 
ed in  tranfports  from  England,  and  the  (laves 
brought  in  the  Guinea  fhips  from  Africa. 
Perhaps,  from  the  prefent  mode  of  conducing 
;he  flave  fhips,  might  be  derived  fome  ufeful 
hints  for  the,  management  of  our  tranfports. 
The  ilaves  are  much  more  crowded  than  the 
foldiers,  yet  far  more  healthy.  It  becomes  us 
therefore  to  afcertain  the  caufe  of  this,  and  I 
much  fufpeft  that  it  will  be  found  in  the 
difference  of  treatment  and  accommodation. 
According  to  the  prefent  method  of  conduc- 
ing them,  I  might  venture  it  as  an  opinion 
that  a  Guinea  fhip  would  carry — with  left 
danger  of  difeafe  being  generated  among 
.them-^a  cargo  of  flaves  more  than  thrice  as 

numerous  as  a  tranfport  would  carry  of  fol- 
diers. 
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I  took  occafion  to  note  to  you  in  a  foi^ 
mer  letter  that  the  nakednefs  of  the  (laves  was 
perhaps  their  greateft  fecurity  againfl:  difeafe : 
but  in  addition  to  their  being  without  clothes, 
ihey  are  compelled  to  remain  conftantly  upon 
deck  in  the  day-time ;  and  are  encouraged  to 
cxercife  and  amufement :  their  fleeping  places 
are  completely  wafhed  out  as  foon  as  they  quit 
them  ;  and  no  fpecies  of  baggage,  nor'  cloth- 
ing— not  a  bundle,  nor  any  article  of  bed- 
ding— not  even  a  fingle  blanket,  nor  a  flieet, 
nor  any  kind  of  thing-  that  can  create  filth, 
or  colled  impurities  is  admitted.  Ventila* 
tion  and  wafhing  are  ftriftly  obferved,  and 
the  flaves  are  encouraged,  or  compelled  to 
deanlinefs  of  perfon :  and,  together  with  thefe 
means,  perhaps  their  fimple  diet  of  vegetables 
and  water  may  greatly  contribute,  by  dimi- 
nifhing  the  predifpofition,  and  leffening  the 
fufceptibility  of  difeafe. 

Hence  it  would  feem  that  cleanlinefs, 
ipxercife,  cheerfulnefs,  a  fimple  diet,  and  free 
expofure  to  the  atmofphere  are  the  great 
preventives  of,  ficknefs — and  that  by  a  ftridl 
•obfervance  of  thefe  means  the  flaves  make 
the  voyage,   from  Africa  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
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without  engendering  infedious  maladies,  al- 
though infinitely  more  crowded,  than  troops 
on  hoard  even  the  mod  confined  tranfporL 

Many.caufes  confpire  to  prevent  thefc 
grand  objefts  from  being  equally  attained  by 
the  foldiers  ;  but  it  is  a  defideratum,  even,  to 
approach  them,  Were  I  to  enter  into  a  detail 
of  all  that  might  be  offered  upon  this  very 
important  fubje£k,  inftead  of  a  letter  I  fhould 
i?vrite  you  a  volume.  The  difference  of  cli>^ 
mate,  of  habit,  of  education,  and  of  diet 
would  all  require  to  be  taken  into  the  dif- 
i:u£io.n;  but  it  were  foreign  to  our  prefent 
purpofe  to  engage  in  fo  extenfive  an  inquiry* 
I  may,  therefore,  content  myfelf  with  adding 
that,  both  in  regard  to  tranfports^  and  bar- 
racks, the  feryice  would  reap  the  mofl  effential 
benefit,  were  the  rules,  which  might  be  prc- 
fcribed  by  its  medical  ofiicers,  ft ridly  enjoined; 
and  policy,  no  lefs  than  humanity  would  feen^ 
to  deman4  it* 

I  muft  not  forget  to  note  to  you,  that 
the  23d  inftant  was  the  hotteft  day  we  have 
fe}t,  lipce  our  arrival  between  the  tropics.     In 
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the  morning  the  thermometer  flood  at  73, 
and  the  weather  was  pleafantly  cool,  but  it 
afterwards  grew  very  clofe,  and  the  little  air 
that  was  ftirring,  coming  from  the  fouth,  we 
all  felt  the  temperature  much  increafed,  and 
every  one  complained  of  exceffive  heat.  We 
were  on  fhore  during  the  morning,  but  hav- 
ing left  our  thermometers  in  the  (hip,  had 
not  the  opportunity  of  obferving  the  degree  of 
heat,  either  in  the  town,  or  the  bay:  from 
our  feelings,  compared  with  the  preceding 
days,  we  judge  it  to  have  been  at  leaft  86. 

Although  it  was  unufually  h6t  and  op- 
preffive  in  Bridge  Town,  we  perceived  a 
ilrong  difference,  indeed  found  a  tolerable 
breeze,  in  the  more  elevated  part  of  the 
country.  We  took  our  dinner  at  Dr.  Hinders, 
which  I  before  mentioned  to  you  is  fome 
miles  from  the  town,  and  fo  far  from  feeling 
the  heat  oppreflive,  there,  we  were  not  at  all 
incommoded  by  it.  Thirteen  perfons  fat  down 
to  table,  and  I  remarked  that  not  one  of  the 
party  had  occafion  to  ufe  his  handkerchief, 
in  a  ^way  that  ijiight  have  fhocked  the  de- 
licacy of  a  Chefterfield. 


What  would  you  think  were  I  to  con- 
clude my  letter  by  noting  to  you  a  mark  of 
great  modejly  in  a  Frenchman  ?  Perhaps  you 
will  fay  it  is  a  rare  inftance ;  or  that  you  never 
met  with — never  heard  of  fuch  a  thing !  If 
fo^  call  it  ajQTurance,  impudence,  or  what  you 
like,  and  I  almoft  promife  to  forgive  you  ! 

A  J)aper,.  faid  to  be  of  high  importance, 
has  been  prefented  for  our  confideration.  It 
was  fent  from  St.  Domingo  to  England :  and 
lo  !  what  Ihould  this  important  communica- 
tion prove  to  be,  but  a  dire£l  and  indifcrimi- 
nate  attack  upon  the  pradice  of  all  the  Britifli 
medical  officers  who  have,  hitherto,  been  em- 
ployed with  the  troops  in  St.  Domingo,  writ- 
ten by  a  French  pra£titioner  of  the  ifland ;  who^ 
without  knowing  what  means  had  been  ufed, 
in  the  treatment  of  difeafe,  illiberally  condemns 
the  whole  pradice,  arrogantly  fetting  forth 
his  own  as  more  wife  and  more  beneficial. 
Need  I  have  told  you  that  the  modejl  author 
is  a  Frenchman  ?  We  know  not  the  name  of 
this  would-be  Hippocrates :  but  as  we  have 
found  bis  ftatements  to  be  not  fimply  iijaccu- 
rate,  but  wholly  devoid  of  truth,  I  think  you 
will  allow  that  we  have  been  merciful  toward* 
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him,  in  only  remarking  that  the  very  curious 
paper  laid  before  us,  muft  have  been  **  the' 
produftion '  of  fome  prejudiced  individual, 
who  had  not  troubled  himfelf  to  obtain  any 
knowledge  whatever,  of  the  pradice  which, 
probably  from  motives  of  inferejl,  he  had  pre- 
fumed  to  condemn.'' 
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LETTER  11. 

Author  apprehenftve  of  fatiguing  his  friend  with  tales  of  de» 
lay  and  dif appointment.  A  feet  of  merchantmen  arrives  ai 
Barbadoes  after  afhort  pajfage.  The  heavens  and  the  feat 
4xclufively  oppofed  to  the  convoys  of  the  expedition.  Supply 
ofprovifions  and  foci  at  Barbadoes.  Single  fjips  of  the  con* 
voysflill  continue  to  arrive.  George  arid  Bridget  reaches 
Carli/le  Bay.  This  fbip  fngularly  the  feat  of  incident  and 
iifafter.  CharaBer  of  Mac — •  His  adventures  and  vexa*' 
tions  concerning  a  cow* 

Barbadoes,  March  30, 

1  FEAR  you  will  be  tired  of  reading  tales 
of  difappointment  and  uncertainty,  which,  as  I 
before  obferved,  would  (eem  to  know  no  end. 
On  the  morning  of  the  28th  inft.  we  faw  an 
enfign  hoifted  at  the  fort,  and  heard  three  guns 
fired;  which  conftitute  the  fignal  of  alarm 
implying  a  ftrange  fleet  to  be  in  fight.  It  was, 
immediately,  concluded  that  it, was  the  Cork 
convoy,  and  its  arrival  was  readily  explained^ 
by  fuppofing  it  to  have  put  to  fea  again,  quick- 
ly after  its  return  to  harbour,  and  to  have 

availed  itfelf  of  the  favorable  wind  which  had 
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already  brought  to  us  fo  many  fingle  fhips  of 
that  divifion.  Dr.  Cleghorn  and  myfelf  hap- 
pened to  be  on  our  way  to  the  hofpital,  and  on 
reaching  St.  Anne's  hill  we  had  a  moft  fplca- 
did  view  of  about  eighty  (hips  failing  fmooth* 
ly  below  us,  fp reading  their  white  canvafs  along 
the  coaft .  of  the  Ifland,  aS  they  proceeded 
towards  the  harbour.  Our  expedations  now 
feemed  confirmed.  It  muft  be  the  Ccfk 
fleet :  and  we  felt  aflured  of  a  fpeedy  de- 
parture for  St.  Domingo  !  But  our  meafure 
pf  vexation  was  not  yet  filled.  Judge  of  our 
difappointment  on  finding  it  to  be  only  a  fleet 
of  merchantmen  !  Never  perhaps  was  expedta** 
tion  fo  often  raifed,  and  fo  repeatedly  difap^ 
pointed,  as  regarding  the  unhappy  convoys  of 
this  great  and  threatening  armament.. 

After  fpending  nearly  fix  months  In  vain 
attempts  to  make  the  paffage,  we  are  told  that 
the  two  great  divifions  of  our  expedition  are 
ftill  lying  in  harbour,  only  preparing  to  put  to 
fea ;  and  amidfl:  all  the  ftorms  and  perils 
which  have  fo  conftantly  oppdfed  the  progrefs 
of  the  (hips  of  war,  and  the  tranfports,  our 
mortification  is  increafed  by  finding  that  a  fleet 
of  flow  failing  traders,  could  make  the  voyage. 
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WUh  greatt  facHity,  m  the  fliort  period  of  thirty 
days.  We  learn,  from  thefe  merchantmen^ 
that  the  convoys  were  expefted  to  put  to  fea, 
again,  in  aboijt  t(3n  days,  fjfom  the  tiiTie  they 
came  awav. 

Every  week,  nay,  almoft  every  day,  fince 
the  middle  of  the  month  of  September,  have 
we  heard  of  thefe  fleets  being  about  to  fall  in 
the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  and  no*;y,  after  H^ 
months  of  daily  and -anxious  expedlgtion,  and 
of  as  conftant  difappointment,  it  is  again  faid 
thajt  they  were  to  put  to  fe^  in  at)out  tea 
days. 

It  would  feem  that  the  very  elements 
had  been  fet  in  hollile  array,  exclyfively,  againft 
the  expedition,  ^nd  that  it  only  required  the 
failing  of  the  convoys  to  provoke  the  wrath  of 
the  winds,  i^nd  of  angry  oceaiii,  Amidfl:  aU 
the  vexatious  delays,  that  continue  \o  occur^ 
it  is  mortifying  to  difcoyer  that  not  one  of  the 
troopships  has  made  the  paflage  with  this  for- 
tunate fleet  of  merchantii^ep— which  ^iled 
from  Spithead  on  the  27th  of  February,  and 
reached  Barbadoes  early  00  the  28th  of  Maycl^. 

VOL.  H.  |J 


^ 


i8 

After  breakfaft  we  went  on  (hore  to  make 
our  marketings  and  to  learn  all  the  addltiotMil 
news  brought  by  the  fleet,  which  had  now 
come  to  anchor.  The  ftreets  of  Bridge-town 
were  crowded,  and  the  markets  over-run  with 
ftrangers.  Not  a  fifli — nor  a  joint  of  meat 
was  to  be  had*  A  fingle  chicken  was  all  we 
could  procure. 

Barbadoes  is  the  heft  fupplied  of  all  our 
colonies  to  windward  pf  Jamaica.  The  ifland 
abounds  with  provifions  and  dock ;  but  from 
t}ie  late  repeated,  and  multiplied  arrivajs,  and 
from  a  numerous  fleet  being  fo  long  detained 
in  the  bay,  the  demand  has  been  fo  great 
that  a  degree  of  fcarcity,  or,  at  leaft,that  mark 
of  it,  an  Increafed  and  extravagant  price,  begins 
to  prevail. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day  on  which  the  fleet 
of  merchantmen  arrived,  a  fadly  terrifying 
£cene  occurred  in  the  harbour.  The  found  of  an 
alarm-bell  was  heard,  from  one  of  the  tranfports, 
and  a  dread  fenfation  was  inftantly  diflfufed 
thr>oughout  the  bay.  All  hands  haftened  upon 
deck,  and  every  fhip  appeared  thronged  with 
anxious  multitudes,  eagerly  looking  out  for  the 
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caufe  of  alarm.     The  tranfport  was  on  fire, 
and  from  the  crowded  ftate  of  the  harbour, 
and  the  immenfe  quantity  of  gun  powder  oa 
board  the  fleet,  our  fituation  became  fadly  ter- 
^  lific :  we  were  all  in  danger  of  being  blown  up 
in  one  great  explpfion.     Never  was  a  moment 
^f  more  exreme  peril  and  anxiety.    The  veflel 
was  rapidly  confuming,  and  on  every  quar- 
ter  fhe  was  clofely  furrotmded  by  others  j  it 
was  therefore  expeded  that  the  flames  would 
fpread     throughout    the     harbour.      Fortu- 
nately the  eflforts  of  thofe  who  were  near 
were  liot  paralyfed  by  the  (hock.     Boats  were 
quickly  manned  on  every  fide,  and  fent  with 
an  poflible  difpatch  to  the  relief  of  the  tranf- 
port ;  and  moft  happily,  by  the  boldnefa  and 
aftivity  of  the  feamen,  the  fire  was  extin- 
guilhed  before  it  reached  any  of  the  other  vef^* 
fels. 

Single  (hips  of  the  G)rk  divifion  ftill  con« 
tinue  to  join  us ;  and  among  them  we  now 
fmd  the  George  arid  Bridget  with  hofpital 
ftores,  having  our  comrade  Henderfon  on 
bbard.  The  George  and  Bridget,  as  I  before  re- 
marked to  you,  is  a  large  North  country  fhip. 
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of  vaft  bulky  very  unwieldy,  and  manifeftly  a 
flow  failor.  Her  cabin  is  not  conveniently 
fitted  up,  but  appears  heavy  and  fombre,  and 
calculated  to  convey  gloomy  impreffioas.  This 
(hip  has  been  quite  the  feat  of  incident.  .  I  am. 
not  fure  whether  fhe,  originally,  failed  with 
the  fleet  in  November*  If  (he  'did,  (he  return- 
ed to  Spithead  after  the  ftorm,  and  there  wait- 
cd  the  fecond  failing  of  the  convoy  in  Decem- 
ber.—On  the  9th  of  that  month  fhe  left  Eng- 
land, in  company  with  us,  but  being  difa- 
bled  in  one  of  the  gales,  which  early  befet  our 
fleet,  (he  put  back  into  Cove  harbour  ;  and,, 
there,  finding  the  Cork  divifion  preparing  for 
fea,  and,  like  herfelf,  deilined  for  St.  Domingo, 
fhe  did  not  haflen  to  fail  again,  and  follow, 
us,  alone  ;  but  waited  to  put  herfelf  under  the 
prbtedion  of  the  Cork  convoy.  During  this 
delay  it  wa!s  that  our  affiftant  Mac —  found 
her  out,  and  obtained  abirth  onboard. 

With  the  Cork  fleet,  which  was  termed 
the  St.  Domingo  divifion  of  the  expedition, 
the  George  and  Bridget  again  went  to  fea, 
and,  again,  was  compelled  to  put  back  in  con- 
fcquence  of  bad  weather. 


2*  _ 
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Only  two  days  had  pafled^  from  the  time 
df  leaving  the  harbour,  when  a  (ignal  was 
made  for  the  fleet  to  wear,  and  return  to  Cove; 
The  weather  being,  at  the  time,  uncommonly 
thick  and  hazy,  feveral  of  the  fhips  ran  foul 
of  each  other :  one  went  diredly  aboard  the 
unwieldy  George  and  Bridget,  which  was  ever 
in  the  way  of  accident  and  difafter,  and  had  it 
not  been  a  much  lighter  veflTel,  than  herfelf, 
muft  have  funk  her,  with  all  hands,  to  the  bot-> 
tom.  As  it  was,  fhe  ftove  in  her  fide,  and  left 
an  unfeemly  mark  of  injury,  which  fhe  ftill 
bears  about  hei".  The  wind  being  fcarcely 
more  favorable  for  returning  than  for  advanc* 
ing,  feveral  of  the  fhips  were  unable  to  make 
the  harbour  ;  and  from  being  obliged  to  keep 
at  fea,  they  flood  6n  and  effeded  the  paffagb 
aloine, — which  explains  the  circumflance  of  fo 
many  fingle  fhips  of  ttiis  convoy  having  arrived 
in  Carlifle  bay* 

\ 

The  George  and  Bridget,  after  her  un- 
fortunate accident,  reached  fo  near  the  harbour 
as  to  take  a  pilot  on  board  to  carry  her  in—* 
but  from  the  wind  veering  round,  and  blowing 
ftrong  againfl:  them^  poor  Patrick  the  pilot,  int 
Keeling  for  Cove  hiurbour,  flood  acrofs  the 
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Atlantic,  and  contniltted  the  blander  of  carry-^ 
ing  himfelf  out  to  the  Weft  Indies.  True  it  i^ 
that  the  accident  might  have  occurred  upoa 
any  other  coaft,  or  to  a  man  of  ^ny  other  nation 
< — but  the  pilot  happening  to  be  from  dcatn 
Cork  itfelfy  the  poor  fellow,  you  will  readily 
imagine,  is  tea^^ed  by  the  failor^,  as  having 
pradtifed  fomethi^ng  very  Xik,tr^aBull  I 

We  have  been  diverted  at  hearing  th^ 
circumftance  related :  but  we  have  ftrong  feel-9 
ings  of  fympathy  towards  the  unfortunate  pi- 
lot, and  his  family  ;  for  his  wife  and  children 
nre  left  i&  the  diftrefsful  fituation  of  notknow-» 
ing  how  to  account  for  his  abfence.  He  had 
hoped  to  return  home,  by  getting  on  board 
fome  veflel  upon  the  paiTage,  but  none  fell  ii^ 
their  path,  and  it  now  remains  for  him  \tx 
take  a  ti^w  of  the  bay,  into  which  he  haci 
fteered,  and  return  to  tell  the  tale  at  Cove  -  -  -^ 
^s  foon  as  he  can. 


..  \ 


paring  the  time  the  George  and  Bridget 
remained  foul  o^  the  Ihip  which  ran  aboard 
her,  and  which  in  addition  to  the  blow  of  hee 
iide,  earried  away  her  fore  rigging,  two  of  the 
faiior^,  frpni  the  other  yeflel,  while  in  the  at•^ 
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tempt  to  clear  her,  ftepped  on  board  the  George 
and  Bridget,  and  the  Ihipshappening  at  that  mo- 
ment to  get  afunder,  thefe  men  were  feparated 
from  their  own  veiTel,  and,  compelled  likethepi- 
lot,  to  take  anunexpeded  pyaflage  in  the  George 
and  Bridget,  to  Barbadoes — their  own  captain 
fuppoiing  them  to  have  fallen  overboard,  or 
been  in  fome  way  the  vi^ims  of  the  accident. 

Our  loft  afiiftant,  poor  Mac-*-  who  was 
left  behind  in  corifequencd  of  going  to  Portf- 
mouth  in  fearch  of  our  cow,  juft  as  the  fhip  was 
getting  under  weigh,  is  alfo  among  the  unex* 
peded  paffengers  on  board  the  eventful  George 
and  Bridget.  After  many  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempts to  overtake  the  Lord  Sheffield  he  felt 
happy  in  meeting  with  a  yefiel  With  fome  of 
his  comrades  on  board  ;  and  having  difcovere^ 
this  (hip  it  had  been  extremely  difficult  to  con* 
vince  him  that  no  birth  could  be  had  on  board* 
His  foot  once  upon  deck,  all  further  concefn  f6^ 
fpe£ting  accommodations  was  quickly  removed^ 
The  narrative  of  his  adventures,  with  and  with* 
out  the. cow,  has  diverted  us  exceedingly.  To 
comprehend  his  urgent  proceedii^g^,  and  ra* 
pid  movements,  it  were  neceflary  to  know; 

fomething  of  his  figure  and  cli^acten    He  ia 
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a  little  fat^  fturdy  man,  qf  ihort,  punch-llkd. 
figure,  between  thirty  and  forty  years  of  age^ 
with  a  'vaft  deal  of  good  buihbur  and  wilU 
ibg  adivity  about  him—rihuftling,  well  intend* 
ing,  and  officiou^y  defirous  to  be  ufefuK  tii 
is  confident,  and  prefumptiiouSf  yet  pofTefTes  a 
degree  ofperfonal  timidity  bordering  upon  fu- 
petftitioh.  Abruptly  familiar  with  thofe  he 
fecks,  he  grows  importunate  and  attaches  him-^ 
felf  even  to  annoyance ;  being  one  of  thoie  peo- 
ple who  have  more  of  freedom  than  good  man- 
ners—*p6tftdi  rtiafters  in  eafe,  and  As  jperfeftly 
ignbrknt  in  politenefs.  He.  is  of  that  clafa 
which  poflefles  more  of  willingnels  than  judg* 
ttient — more  of  hafte,  than  order  ;  oneof  thofc 
who  engage  with  bold  confidence,  in  whatever 

•  •      •    •  •  • 

prefents  itfdf,  without  looking  to  the  event,, 
or  Obferving  any  thing  of  method  in  the  exe- 
cution ;-^who  are  ever  ready  to  plunge  into 

difficulties,  without  a  thought  how  to  fubdud 

» 

them» 

^he  fame  fanguine  feelings  which  Iqad^ 
him  into  difficulties^  tend  to  fupport  hixu, 
through  them.  Not  being  of  a  difpofitioii  to. 
brood  over  his  diftrefles,  he  is  feldom  the  fub-;. 
jed  of  difm^y^  or  the  vi^dim  of  fombre  reflec* 


tibn.  Involved  in  one  dilemma,  he  common- 
ly efcapes,  from  it  by  ruffling  headlong  into  a 
grea,ter,  and  often  by  entailing  future  troubles^ 
blunders  on  to  his  object-;:— overcoming  every 
impediment  by  forcing  circumftances  through 
all  hazards  to  the  end  propofed  j  then,  forget* 
ful  of  the  new  difficulties  he  has  created, 
pique«^ himfelf  upon  the  merit  -  -  -  -of  having 
accomplifhed  his  defign  !  His  woes^  you'  will 
believe,  are  frequent,  but  they  are,  alfo,  tranfi^ 
tory.  He  requires  not  the  patient  endurance 
of  philofophy  to  fupport  them — they  pafe 
quickly  away  in  all  the  hurry  of  thoughtlels 
iladifierence. 

From  this  fketch.  of  his  chara6:er  yott 
Vi^ill  learn,  without  furprize,  that  pecuniary 
difficulties  have  led  to  his  prefent  humble  ap- 
pointment. He  had  fettled  himfelf  in  biify 
London,  in  a  tituation  of  refpe£tability,  aiid 
which  promifed  early  independence  ;  but  from 
thoughtlefs  habits,  and  a^  difpofitioh  ever  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  morrow,  became  involved  be- 
yond  the  power  of  extricating  himfelf,  and,  at 
length,  brought  on  ills,  which  he  now  feeks  to 
fly  from,  rather  than  hopes  to  remedy.  ^ 
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with  fevcral  other  gentlemen  of  th?f 
bofpital-ftaff,  to  whom  the  fore-cabin  was 
allotted,  Mac — was  ordered  to  take  his  pafTage 
in  the  Lord  Sheffield;  and  feeling  both 
pleafed  and  prond  to  be  in  the  fame  ikip  with 
the  pcrfon  who  had  the  diredion  of  the 
department,  to  which  he  belonged,  he  was 
always  at  hand  when  any  thing  occurred,-— 
always  firfl  to  tender  either  ufeful,  or  officious 
fervices. 

It  being  an  eifential  comfort  to .  have 
plenty  of  milk  on  the  paflage,  we  had  pur- 
chafed  a  cow  to  take  on  board,  as  the  beft 

»        '  •  . 

method  of  fecuring  the  accommodation  ;  but 

owing  to  fome  negleft,  on  fhore^  our  yalued 

animal  had  not  reached  the  Lord  Sheffield  at 

the  time  the   iignal   was  made   for  £iilingi» 

This  was  a  fad  difap^ointment  to  us  :  for,  to 

iofe  our   cow    were  a  ferious  misfortune— 

even  the  apprehenfion  of  it  was  matter  of 

much  auxiety.     We  applied  to.the  captain  t6 

know  how  we  could  proceed  with  the  greateft 

probability  of  procuring   her;  who,  faying 

that  it  wasi  not  an  object  for  which  he  could 

delay  the  ihip,  added  that  the  only  chance  of 

II 
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hamng  our  milk  was  by  fending  bff  fomc 
perfon,  inftantly,  to  Portfmomh^  who  would 
bring  the  cow,  without  a  moment's  delay* 
Mac —  hearing  this,  and  being  always  deftrous 
to  m^ke  himfelf  ufeful,  immediately  volun-- 
teered  his  ferviees — nothing  doubting  of  fuc- 
cefs.  A  boat^  returning  to  the  fhore,  was 
accordingly  hailed,  and  away  hurried  Mac— 
for  the  cow ;  not  once  dreaming  of  the  poffi- 
bility  of  failure,  nor  that  there  could  be  any 
rift  of  his  being  left  behind.  The  cowl  the 
cow  I  he  had  no  other  idea — nothing  but  the 
fow  cocupied  his  mind !  In  the  fame  unthink- 
ing hafte  in  which  he  left  the  (hip  did  he  buftlt 
on  when  he  r#aphed  the  fliore*  Proceeding 
without  plan,  and  without  thought,  he  looked 
only  to  the  cow,  and,  in  his  hurry  to  bring  her 
before  the  eye,  xiegleded  the  means  of  con- 
veying her  to  the  fliip.  The  propriety  of 
engaging  a  boat,  to  rieturn  in,  not  once  oc* 
ctirred  to  him---no  fooner  did  he  reach  the 
water's  edge,  than  he  jumped  oh  fliore,  and 
ran  off  in  feareh  of  the  perfon's  home,  from 
whom  the  cow  had  been  purchafed :  but  be 
mow  difcovered  that,  in  his  hurry,  he  had 
pnly  carelefsly  Uftpned  to  the  addrefs;  and 
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con  fequently  much  time  was  loft  in  finding 
out  the  houfe* 


It  happened,  when,  at  length,  he  came 
to  it,  that  the  man  was  from  home  :  and^ 
here,  he  fell  into  another  error.  Inftead  of 
fending  fome  one  to  fetch  him,  or  taking  with 
Jbim  fome  perfon  who  knew  where  to  meet  with 
the  man,  he,  in  all  the  impetuofity  of  thought* 
lefs  fjpeed,  blundered  into  further  delay  by 
running  into  the  town,'  alone,  to  feek  him : 
and  after  lofing  much  time  in  finding  him^ 
inftead  of  promoting  'all  poflible  difpatch,  and 
urging  the  jnan  to  the  utmoft  expedition,  he 
detained  hitn^  in  tedious  and  ufelefs  explana- 
tions,  as  to  the  caufe  of  his  not  fooner  fending 
the  cow  on  board.     Another  half  hour  wa» 

confumed  in  fruitlefs  parley ,  when  they  reached 
the  houfe ;  and,  there,  feeling  fecure  in  hail- 
ing the  cow  and  her  mafter  near  him,  it 
Occurred  to  Mac-*--  that  after  all  thefe  cxp 
ertions  he  required  fonie  refrefhment,  an4> 
forgetting  the  prefture  of  the  moment,  li€^ 
again,  added  to  the  delay  by,  quietly^ 
fitting  down  to  relieve  the  calls  of  tus  fta*- 
roacht 
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t-.i  During  all  this  time  poor  btifythoughttern 
Mac —  never  recolleded  that  he  had  no  boat 
hired^  nor  any  means  fecured  of  taking  the  cow 
off  to  the  (hip.  He  had  urged  on,  ftraight  for- 
ward,  and  now,  feeing  the  man,  ahd  the  cow 
before  him,  felt  as  certain  of  fuccefs  as  though 
the  undertaking  had  been  completed. 

The  tow  was,  at  lafl:,  led  down  to  the 
beach,  land,  on  arriving  with  her  at  the  water's 
edge,  poor  unthinking  Mac —  met  with  new 
difficultks,  to  which  the  confident  fecurity  of 
his  vacant  mind  had  lent  na  exped:ati6n« 
Yet  they  proved  to  be  \more  infurmountablc 
than  any  he  had  encountered,  being  of  a  na^* 
ture  equally  unyielding  to  fober  circutnfpee* 
tifOn,  as  to  the  florming  afTauIts  by  which  he, 
oommonly,  forced  the  obftacles  that  oppofed 
him.  It  was  the  hurried  moment  of  depart 
ture.  The  fleet,  obeying  the  fignal  for  failing, 
waa  crowding,  in  full  canvafs,  out  of  the  har- 
bour, and  all  the  cutters,  boats,  fcuUies — every 
veffel  capable  of  carrying  an  oar,  or  a  fail, 
was  gone  ofl^  at  an  exorbitant  hire,  with  foti^e. 
one  in  danger  of  being  left  behind.  ^  No  boat 
was  to  be  had,   at ,  any  price !  This  was  an 
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impediment  which  might  eafily  have  heen 
prevented,  but  it  was  an  obftacle  in  Mac— ^*8 
broad  path,  which  had  never  entered  into  his 
caIculationa«  StiH  it  could  neither  be  re« 
iBdved,  nor  trampled  down.  Method  and^ 
force—- prudence  and  raftnefs  were  here  equal- 
ly unavailing.  It  was  an  obftrudibti  which 
could  neither  be  overcome  by  rude,  nor  fyfte- 
matic  means.  Mac —  was  now  arrived  at  his 
ultimatum — checked  by  the  oeean,  be  could 
no  longer  blunder  on.  He  curfed,  and  raved, 
and  fwore,  and  implored  the  people  ftand-* 
ing  by,  all  to  no  purpofe !  Prayers  and  im- 
precations were  alike  fruitless.  Every  boat 
was  gone !  Thus  arretted,  and  unable  to  force 
circumftances  further  to  his  end,  giddy  Mac— ^ 
became  almott  frantic,  and  feeing  the  fhips 
rapidly  getting  out  to  fea,  he  gave  vent  to  his 
feelings  in  all  the  acutenefs  of  unexpe6):ed 
difappointment.  Storming  with  rage,  he  fwore 
and  prayed  alternately — now  curfed  the  cdw  ; 
then  abufed  the  man— ran  into  the  different 
fhops  uttering  lamentations— plied  every  one 
pafiing  with  queftions— begged  the  boatmen 
to  give  him  affiftance — offered  pcrfuafions, 
entreaties,  rewards — but  all  in  vain  !     None 
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could  give  him  aid.  No  boat  remained— nor 
any  pofTible  means  of  getting  either  himfelf 
or  the  cow  to  the  fhip# 

« 

* 

He  pblerved  the  fleet  putting  to  fea; 
fancied  he  few  the  Lord  Sheffield  dropping 
down  to  St,  Helen's,  and  loudly  deplored  the 
lofs  of  his  paffage ;  then,  turning  to  the  cow, 
renew^  his  curfes  upon  her,  for  detaining 
him  ;  and,  ^ain,  loaded  the  man  with  oaths 
for  not  fooner  taking  her  on  board*  It,  alfo, 
now  occurred  to  his  recolledion,  that  he  was 
feparated  from  hi&  baggage,  and  would  have 
to  remain  without  a  change  of  garment 
throughout  the  voyage ;  and  again  he  appeal^ 
ed  to  the  boatmen  in  anxious  folicitude  ;  fome 
of  whom  only  fmiled  at  his  dilemma,  while 
fome  regarded  him  with  cold  indifference,  and 
others,  more  awake  to  his  diflrefs,  endeavoured 
to  foothe,  and  encourage  him  with  hope* 
What  can  I  do  ?  good  fellows !  cried  poor 
defeated  Mac — ,  what  fhall  I  do  ?  what  can  I 
do  ?  d — n  this  cow  ?  fhall  I,  failors  !  muft  I 
lofe  my  pafTage  ?  Can  none  of  you  help  me— 
(hall  I,  muft  1  be  left  behind  ? 

The  fleet  ftill  advanced.     The  full  can- 
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Vafs  fpread  every  maft,  and  the  fliipf ,  In  crowd-i 
ed  fucceflion,  continued  to  put  to  fca.  Poof 
Mac — looked  ftedfaftly  towards  them~-his  ey^ 
iflteftt  upon  the  Lord  Sheffield  ;  then,  fuddenly 
turning  round,  he  again  faw  the  patient  cow, 
who,  equi^Uy  unconfcious  of  his  diftrefs,  aa 
that  fhe  was  the  caufe  of  it,  had  quietly  lai4 
herfelf down  to  ruminate  her  cud,  uponthe^ 
fands.  Finding  new  provocation  in  the  pooF 
$nimars  compofure,  I  fliall,  exclaimed  Mac--^ 
I  muft,  I  fhall  be  left  behind !  Curfe  that  cow  j 
d-r-ru  the  cow  !  I  fhalf,  I  ihall  be  left  bcip 
hind  !  Then  again  turning  to  the  boatmen  h^ 
folicited  them,  in  new  entreaties,  to  take  him 
off  with,  or  without  the  cow-^forgetting  bow 
\jfelefs  it  were  to  urge  the  men,  when  there< 
was  nothing  to  be  ha4  in  th^  fhape  of  a  bpat« 

■ 

Still  the  little,  fat,  improvident  man 
curfed  and  fwpre  and  flamped  and  ftoritied— r? 
begged,  entreated,  and  implored  ;  but  all  to  nq 
purpofe.  The  ftumbling  block  of  impoffibi- 
lity  was  in  his  path :  and  it  might  have  taught 
him  that  engagements  are,  fometimes,  more> 
eafily  undertakeUj  than  accomplifhed  :  but  if 

was  not  among  his  qualities to  benefif 

t)y  experience ! 


The  Lord  Sheffield  wad  delayed  undl 
tiearly  the  lafl  Xhip,  in  the  hope  of  our  feeing 
iVIac^~aad  the  Cowj  and  we  thought  hii^ 
a  tedious  time  before  he  returned.  At  length 
the  anchor  was  up,  and  the  fails  fpread.  We 
now  looked  anxioufly  to  the  ihore.  The  day 
Was  wearing  away  ;  Atid  no  Mac — i  no  cow 
appeared  !  The  captain  could  not — dared  not 
iprait^any  longer !  Quickly,  therefore*  we  were 
under  weigh,  and  had  only  the  hope  that 
Mac—  and  die  boat  might  fteer  dired  for  St* 
Helenas,  and  mee^  us  as  we  advanced  from  the 
Mother-bank.,  But  ftill,  poor^fellow !  he  re- 
mained in  great  tribulation  upon  the  fhofe. 
No  boat  could  be  had,  and  the  only' ray  o£ 
hope,  conveyed  to  him,  was  from  a  remark  of 
the  boatmen,  that^  as  many*  of  the  fhips  were 
getting  put  to  Tea,  fome  of  the  boats  could 
not  fail  to  be  foon  back*  He  caught  eagerly 
at  this  idea,  whiqh,  plain  and  (imple  as  it  was^ 
had  not  once  fuggefted  itfelf  to  bis  mind,  and^ 
appropriating  it  with  all  the  fanguine  feelings 
of , his  nature,  again  hailed  the  certainty  of  fooia 
avertaking  us* 

Prefcntly  a  boat  arrived,  but  it  was  dtily 
a  fmall  one,  with  oars.     Still  a  boat  it  was,  and 

VOL.  !!•  ^ 
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Mae—  trithout  c6nfidering  whether  c»  not 
it  was  fit  for  his  purpofe,  itnpulfively  ran  dowtt 
and  jumped  into  it—calling  to  the  men  ta 
take  him  to  the  Lord  Sheffield!  This  they 
'  obfefved  was  impoffible,  for,  even  if  they  had 
time  to  reach  her,  which  they  had  not,  their 
boat  could  not  live  fo  far  out  at  fea,  as  where  the 
{hip  would  be  before  they  could  come  up  with 
her. — This  was  a  fad  blow  to  his  revived  ex- 
pectations, and  he  preffed  the  men  to  engage 
in  the  attempt,  making  them  great  offers  of 
reward,  but  they  were  inflexible,  and  advifed 
him,  as  his  only  chance,  to  wait  until  a  lugger, 
or  fome  larger  boat  with  fails  fhould  come  in. 

The  poor  cow  ftill  lay  quietly  mafticating 
her  food  upon  the  fands,  and  Mac —  in  great 
fatigue  and  all  the  chagrin  of  difappointment, 
fat  himfelf  down,  lefs  patiently,  to  ruminate 
a  more  bitter  cud. 

Other  fmall  boats  arrived,  but  the  men 
who  xrame  in  them  offered  the  fame  objedions 
as  the  former,  and  but  little  encouraged  the 
faint  hope  of  even  a  lugger  being  ableto  come 
up  with  the  fl©et  j  fo  rapidly  were  the  fliips 
.  getting  cut  to  fea* 


y  ^  But  Mac—  faw  no  difficulty,  prayided  hci 
COHid  only  prevail  upon  the  crew  of  any  boat 
to  take  faim  from  the  fhore. .  He  ftill  looked 
towards  us,  and  ftill  fancied  that  he  diftinguUhr 
ed  our  (hip,  lying  to  waiting  for  him  and  the 
cow.  Again,  and  again  he  folicited  the  boat-^ 
men  to  take  him  off,  either  with,  or  without 
the  cow.  But  all  was  unavailing ;  the  (hipa 
would,  neceffarily,  be  at  fea,  before  the  bo^ta 
could  get  near  them ;  and  to  overtake  the 
Lord  Sheffield  was,  abfolutely,  impoffible. 
Poor  Mac— ►,  at  length,  began  to  difcover  that 
he  had  proceeded  rafhly^  and  without  well 
Calculating  the  means  of  fuccefs  i  but  he  ftUl 
curfedthe  unconfcious  cow,  and  abufed  the 
fates  for  the  lofs  of  his  pafTage,  and  his  bag- 
gage- 

Thus  it  ever  is  with  the  improvident— 
whether  regarding  his  time,  his  fortune,  or  his 
purfuits.  The  errors  of  imprudence  he  never 
faik  to  attribute  to  misfortune,  and  he  unjuftly 
charges  upon  the  fates  what  is  only  the  refult 
of  his  own  folly  or  negle<a.  And,  here,  my 
friend,  I  cannot  but  remark  how  common  it 
is  to  others,  as  well  as  to  our  thoughtlefs 
Mac—  to  quarrel  with  misfortune,  whenevet 
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ikty  are  overtaken  by  the  confequences  of 
ihek  mifciMidud.  No  important  perfonage  ta 
fe  uahandfomely,  or  fo  unjuftly  treated  as  that 
poor,  and  modeft  young  lady  MySs-Jortumm 
All  the  errors,  and  even  the  crimes  of  thofe 
indifcreet- damfels  Mifs-i^^r,  and  Mifs-r^ir- 
dtiM^  are  laid  to  her  charge ;  and,  however 
jtequently,  however  grievoufly  the  imprudent 
AiSer  from  committing  themfelves  to  the  gul* 
dance  of  thefe  deceitful  jilts,  fUU  are  they  ip 
infatuated  as  to  proflrate  themielvea  at  their 
feet,  and  blindly  attribute  all  the  ills  they  fufier 
from  them,  to  the  more  chafte^  and  innoceaf 
Mifs-fortune.  How  often  do  the  unthinking 
and  the  profligate  cry  aloud  againil  misfortune, 
for  bringing  upon  them  the  evils,  which  were 
the  plain  and  neceflary  confequence  of  their 
own  folly,  or  depravity  j  and  which  even  the 
fmalleft  fhare  of  common  difcretion  might, 
with  the  utmoft  certainty,  have  prevented! 

If,  inftead  of  thoughtlefsly  blundmng 
into  various  and  unneceflary  delays,  our  hur^ 
rying  Mac—  had  firft  engaged  a  proper  vefl^ 
for  taking  off  the  cow,  or  even  detained  the 
boat  which  had  carried  him  on  ihore,  he  might 
have  faved  him&lf  the  accumulated  vexatian. 
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firtigtie,  and  smxiety  which  were  the  natural 
eSt€t^  and  the  neceifary  fequel  of  his  method 
of  proceeding ;  and  not,  as  he  infifted,  q£ 
misfortune ! 


He  now  began  to  perceive  that  he  waa 
left  in  England,  with  all  his  clothes  and  bag* 
gage  gone  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  forgettingi 
for  a  moment,  his  prefent  difficultie&-^forget« 
ting  the  cOw,  and  all  around  him,  he  funk  into 
penfive  contemplation,  upon  the  Various  erii^ 
which  might  follow^  when  he  was,  fuddenly^ 
roufed  by  the  cry  of  "  a  lugger,  a  lugger,  here 
comes  a  lugger."  It  made  no  part  of  Mac-^** 
character  to  lofe  time  in  ufelefs  bewailings. 
If  a  new  path  prefent ed  itfelf,  however  rugged 
or  impaffable — if  but  the  flighteft  opening 
occurred,  however  faint  the  gleam  of  light 
admitted,  he,  haftily,  purfued  it,  daihing^ 
Jieedlefsly,  on  to  his  objedi* — ^Hence  on  hear- 
ing that  a  lugger  was  in  fight,  fanguine  hope 
again  aflumed  the  form  of  certainty,  and' with* 
out  a  moment  of  hefitation,  to  weigh  proba** 
bilities,  he  refolved,  at  all  hazards,  in  defiance 
of  all  doubts,  and  at  whatever  expence,  to 
take  off  the  cow  in  the  lugger  the  moment  ^t 
reached  the  ihoxc.    The  veffel  was,  accord«< 
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higly,  hailed  as  it  came  in,  and  tlie  men  were 
defired  not  to  let  go  the  anchor  ;  but  to  "  take 
the  gentleman,  and  the  cow  on  board,  and  re- 
turn immediately  to  the  fleet."  The  crew 
exprefled  many  apprehenfions  of  not  being 
able  to  reach  the  (hip  ;  and  demanded  an  ex« 
(Jrbitant  fum,  even,  to  make  the  attempt. 
.  Mac-^  would  hear  no  objeftions :  there 
tould  be  no  obftacle — no  difiicuky  !  He  would 
give  them  any  reward  j  and  go  they  mud. 
*'  Take  me  and  the  cow  on  board — take  us  oflf 
—r carry  us  out  towards  the  fleet,  and  I'll  give 
you  any  thing"  was  all  he  had  to  fay,  and  all 
the  agreement  he  required. 

Some  delay,  neceflarily,  occurred  in  get- 
ting the  cow  into  the  boat,  although  as  little  as 
poflible  J  and  Mac  — ,  moft  joyfully,  jumped 
in  after  her.  All  was  now  certain.  Every 
terror  vaniflied.  He  regained  all  his  powers, 
and  feeling  confident  of  fuccefs  became  clamor- 
ous and  buttling  as  ever.  He  entreated  the 
boatmen  to  be  aftive — related  to  them  his 
aifxietics  and  difafters,  ftormed  them  with  idle 
queftions,  hurried  th,em  with  perfuafions,  and 
encouraged  them  with  offers  of  reward.  Still 
their  fears  h  ung  heavy  upon  them.    They  pro- ' 
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Jliifed  exertion,  but  doubted  fuccefs.  The  Lord 
Sheffield  failed  well  :  fhe  alfo  laid  near  to  the 
wind,  and,  not  to  lofe  any  further  time,  we 
fteerecj  dired  for  St,  Helen's.  Unluckily  for 
ppor  Mac,  —  his  delay  had  exhauftcd  our 
patience,  and  defpairing  both  of  our  milk,  and 
our  meflenger,  we  had  already  pafled  Spithead^ 
and  were  advancing  into  deeper  water,  and 
keavier  feas. 

Mac —  Was  yet  very  diftant,  and,  Ae 
boatmen's  doubts  increafmg,  his  (:onfideqce 
gave  way  to  reftlefs  folicitude.  He  looked  out 
anxioufly  for  the  Lord  Sheffield,  and  implored 
the  men  to  hoift  every  fail,  and  pull  hard  at 
every  oar :  then,  growing  more  and  more 
reftlefs,  he  jumped  up,  fat  down,  aikedquel^ 
tions,  curfed  the  fates,  looked  up  to  the  fails, 
caft  his  eye  down  to  the  oars,  ufed  perfuafionst 
promifed  rewards,  and  exhibited  everjr  trai?  pf 
anxious  difquietude. 

At  length  he  defcried  the  liord  Sheffield  ! 
She  was  very  far  ahead,  bqt  creative  fancy  hyr 
her  lying-to  waiting  for  the  lugger.  Mac-?-  'a 
declining  hopes  were  again  aflured —  no  doi|bt 
remained,  and  pointing  out  the  (hip  tQ  the 
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boatmen  he  infifted  that  they  might  foon  be  upT 
with  hen  The  men  ufed  all  their  efforts^  and 
ftill  proceeded,  although  they  could  not  di£f 
cover  that  the  fhip  was  waiting.  Mac—  was 
certain  the  boat  gained  upon  us.  The  men 
thought  otherwife,  and  feared  it  would  be  im-^ 
poffible  to  reach  us :  but  Mac —  had  never 
believed  in  impoflibilities  !  The  Lord  Sheffield' 
was  before  them,  and  in  fight,  and  hence 
they  could,  and  muft  overtake  her  1  He  infift-r 
cd  upon  their  going  on,  and  urgently  implored 
them  to  ufe  every  poffible  endeavour.  Encour 
raged  by  his  promifes,  and  not  infenfible  to  his 
carneft  folicitude,  they  ftretch^d  every  fail  tp 
Its  utmoft  thread,  and  pulled  with  all  their 
might  at  the  oars :  but  every  effiDrt  was  in 
vain.  We  had  now  abandoned  every  hope  of 
feeing  our  cow  ;  the  fails  were  full  fpread  j  and 
we  were  (landing  on  our  paffage.  In  fine  we 
were  at  fea,  and  had  loft  both  our  milk,  and 
our  affiftant. 

The  boatmen  found  that  they  were  ad- 
vanced into  deep  water.  The  oars  became 
ufelefs,  and  the  rolling  feas  which  beat  againft 
the  boat  impeded  her  progrefs.  The  fhip  oUt- 
failed  her,  and  flie  evidently  fell  aftern.     All 
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Ibrtlier  purfiilt  was  hopelefs,  and  the  boatmen 
unwillingly  g^veup  the  chace.  Even  Mac  — 
whofe  expeftations,  when  he  firft  defcri^  the 
fhip,  had  alfured  him  of  fijccefs,  now  difcoverir 
ed  that  the  further  he  advanced^  the  further  hp 
was  left  behind. 

Ever  without  deliberation,  poor  unhap- 
py man,  he  now  yielded  to  the  impulfe  of 
difappointment,  and  threw  himfelf  down  in 
the  boat,  in  all  the  anguifh  of  defpair,  lament* 
ing  his  cruel  fortune,  and  curfmg  his  thought- 
lefs  head,  for  not  having  fecured  a  boat  when 
nrft  he  reached  tne  fliore.  But  as  it  was  not 
among  his  qualities  to  profit  by  experience,  he 
precipitated  himfelf,  in  the  very  next  ftep  of 
his  proceedings,  into  further  error  and  confu- 
fion*  To  deliberate  was  no  part  of  his  fyC- 
tem.  Ever  adventurous,  and  devoid  of  mc* 
thod,he  ruflied  head-long  into  a  gulf  yet  deep- 
er and  deeper  ;  although  a  fingle  moment  of 
fteady  contemplation  might  have  extricated 
him  from  all « his  troubles. 


\  - 


When  the  purfuit  was  found  to  be  fruit- 
lefs,  and  he- defpaired  of  coming  up  with  the 
Lord  Sheffield,  inftead  of  defiring  to  be  put 
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QD  board  any  other  vefTel  of  the  fleet  which 
they  might  be  able  to  fetch,  and  from  which 
he  might  have  removed  to  our  fhip,  any  fine 
day  upon  the  voyage,  he  ordered  the  boatmen 
to  carry  him  back  to  Portfmouth  and  tbere,i 
likewife,  inftead  of  applying  to  the  agent  to 

give  him  apafTage,  in  any  veflel  that  might  be 

# 

delayed  behind  the  fleet  j  he  returned  the  cow 
to  her  home,  and  wildly  took  a  boat  to  the  Ifle 
of  Wight,  fancying  that,  from  fome  part  of  the 
Qppofite  coafl:  of  the  ifland,  he  might  be  able 
to  reach  the  Lord  Shefl[ield.  This  he  had 
heard  mentioned,  as  barely  poflible,  and  defpi-i 
iing  all  doubts  and  difficulties,  inftantly  tm^ 
V^ccd  it  as  certain « 

He  paid  off  the  lugger,  and  hired  a  dif- 
ferent boat  to  carry  him  to  the  ifland.  This 
again  confumed  time,  and  every  moment  of 
delay  leffened  the  flight  probability  he  had'  of 
fuccefs.  On  reaching  the  Ifle  of  Wight  he 
had  to  journey  many  miles,  acrofs  the  ifland, 
to  attain  the  port  from  whence  hQ  purpofed 
to  embark.  He  accordingly  hired  a  horfe,  and 
rufliing  on,  as  ufual,  without  thought,  forgot 
to  take  any  perfon  to  bring  it  back  again. 
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:  But  little  time  was  confumed  in  galloping 
§crof&  the  ifland,  and  en  reaching  the  fea- 
port  he  difcovered  fome  (hips  of  the  fleet,  not 
fax  diftant  from  the  (hore.  In  his  mind  flight 
probabilities  amounted  to  a  confirmation  of 
fuccefs,  and  hence  the  bare  appearance  of  fliips^ 
was,  inftantly,conftrued  into  a  certainty  of  get* 
ting  on  board  the  Lord  Sheffield.  ' 

Leaving  the  horfe  he  knew  not  how,  nor 
with  whom,  he  .went  into  a  boat,  and  again 
put  to  fea,  defiring  the  men  to  take  him  ^^  to 
the  Lord  Sheffield,  which  was  about  to  pafs 
that  way/*  Again,  inftead  of  adopting  the 
more  prudent  and  certain  method  of  getting 
on  board  the  firft  (hip  of  the  fleet  they  could 
reach,  and  going,  from  her,  to  the  Lord  Shef- 
field on  the  paflage,  he  employed  the  boatmen, 
for  hours,  in  thefruitlefs  purfuit  of  looking  for 
'  our  Chip  ;  forgetting,  what  was  adually  the 
cafe,  that  we  might  have  pafled  the  flow  fail- 
ing  velFels  of  the  convoy,  and  have  advanced 
beyond  that  part  of  the  ifland. 

The  day  declined  ;  the  fun  was  finking 
into  the  ocean  ;  and  night  coming  oh ;  when 
our  tormented  Mac —  again  found  himfelf  the 
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▼idim  of  difappointed  hopes,  and  ardeiit  ex« 

pcdations.  Still  it  never  occurred  to  him  that 
he  might  have  made  one  of  the  dull-failing 
yeflels,  and  have  faved  his  paflfage.  In  biu 
tcr  chagrin,  and  fadnefs  of  fpirit,  he  return- 
ed  to  the  fhore  :  but  not  to  deliberate  upon  the 
next  beft  plan  of  proceeding,  for,  even  yet,  ha 
wa8  deaf  to  experience.  Like  a  Frenchman  he 
was  not  long  the  fubjeft  of  defpondency,  but, 
in  defiance  of  all  fatigue,  and  without  difcui£« 
ing  any  of  the  probabilities,  he  agaih  rufhed 
into  new  and  ill-planned  adventures.  If  one 
projedt  failed — he  believed  that  he  had  only 
to  fly  to  another.  ; 

After  fome  trouble  he  found  the  horfc,  h© 
had   fo  thoughtlefsly   left   behind.     And  al- 
though it  was  late,  and  grown  almoft  dark,  he 
galloped  acrofs  the  ifland,  and  again  took  oflf 
a  boat  to  Portfmouth :   from  whence  he,  ab- 
furdly,  fct  off  the  next  morning  for  Plymouth 
ip.  the  wild  certainty  of  being  able  to  get  oh 
board  the  Lord  Sheffield',  from  thence.     Upon 
his  arrival,  fome  fhips  were  feen  at  a  great  dif* 
^rom  the  fhore,  and    it  was  not  eafy  to 
n  whether  they  belonged  to  our  con- 
it  Mac—  was  not  apt  to  doubt,,  and  with 
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difcretioti  he  held  no  fort  of  acquaintance.  Cer- 
tainties alone  were  his  .  affociates.  He  faw 
every  thing  plain  before  him,  and  believed 
that  he  need  only  put  Sit  his  hand  to  pofTefs 
it.  It  muft  be  t;he  fleet !  Thefe  fliips  were 
certainly  of  the  convoy,  and  the  Lord  Sheffield 
a^  certainly  one  of  them.  Another  boat  was 
accordingly  hired,  and  he  infifted  upon  going 
out  to  fea  in  order  to  be  put  on  board.  It  is 
unaccountable  that,  evenyet,  it  (hould  not  have 
occurred  to  him  to  go  on  board  any  fhip  of 
the  convoy,  which  they  might  be  able  to  make* 
But  no  !  he  was  fure  of  the  Lord  Sheffield-^— 
his  baggage  was  on  board  the  Lord  SheflSeld— • 
and  the  Lord  Sheffield  was  ----*-  the  only 
Ihip  upon  the  ocean  !  Were  it  poffible  to  reach 
any  part  of  the  fleet,  it  muft  be  equally  fo  to 
gain  the  Lord  Sheffield.  But,  to  his  further 
difappointment,  we  had  again  outfailed  his 
fpeed,  and  had  pafled  beyond  the  port  from 
whence  he  failed  to  meet  us.  The  veflels  feen 
were  a  few  of  the  very  dulleft  faiiors  of  the 
convoy — and  even  thefe  were  probably  too  fat 
out  at  fea  to  be  overtaken  in  a  boat.  Yet  the 
boatn:ien,  either  from  believing*  it  poffible  to 
come  up  with  them — or  from  availing  them* 
fclves  .  of  Mac— 's  eager  impetuofity,  to  their 
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own  profit,  rather  countenanced  than  dlfcoiti ; 
raged  his  hopes.  It  required  but  little  to  aflurtr 
him  of  what  he  fo  ardently  wilhed,  and  in  full 
certitude,  under  fevere  fatigue,  and  without 
food,  did  he  continue  failing  about  throughout 
the  greater  part  of  the  day — fupporting  both 
hunger  and  exertion  by  the  animating  hope  of 
fuccefs. 

Unluckily  the  boatmen  who  had  flattered 
his  profpedis,  were  afterwards  feized  with 
doubts  :  The  fhips  were  too  far  out  at  fea  :  the 
tide  was  againft  them  :  the  wind  was  fliifting : 
it  was  growing  calm :  they  fhould  not  be 
able  to  get  back  by  night,  and  other  difficulties 
and  objedions  occurred  to  oppofe  their  pro- 
ceeding further.  Indeed  the  profpc^t  of 
reaching  the  fleet,  evidently  grew  lefs  and  lefs^ 
until  at  length  Mac —  himfelf  acknowledged 
it  to  be  impoflible. 

His  dilemma-  was  now  at  the  higheil : 
what  to  do,  or  how  to  proceed  he  knew  not. 
The  Lord  Sheffield  was  gone  ;  his  baggage  was 

on  board  ^  arid  he left  behind  \    All 

his   efforts  had  proved   unfuccefsful — all  his 
hopes  fallacious.     He^returned  on  fhore,  ac-* 
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C^fing  his  unluckly  ftars«  and  blaming  fortune 
for  all  his  difappointments.  To  moft  men 
fuch  a  Htuation  would  have  been  very  pain*- 
jEuUy  diftreffing.  He  was  thrown  into  a  dit 
tant  part  of  the  country — far  from  his  home 
and  his  friends.  He  had  loft  his  clothes — was 
abfent  from  his  duty — out  of  the  way  of 
every  opportunity  of  following  the  convoy, 
and,  worft  of  all,  had  fpent  every  farthing  of 
his  money.  But  he  was  not  eafily  difmayed^ 
It  now  occurred  to  him  that  a  fleet,  bound  to 
St.  Domingo,  was  on  the  eve  of  failing  from 
Cork  ;  and,  proceeding  in  all  the  precipitation 
of  his  former  movements,  he,  inftantly,  adopt- 
ed the  refolution  of  journeying  to  Ireland,  to 
join  the  Cove  convoy.  Hqw  to  get  money 
would  have  been  a  difficulty  to  moft  men  ; 
but  diffidence  was  not  Mac  ^'s  greateft  fail- 
ing ;  he  therefore  did  not  lofe  time  by  delay- 
ing at  Plymouth,  waiting  remittances  to  enable 
him  to  proceed  further,  but  he  went  boldly  to 
a  gentleman  of  the  town,  related  the  tale  of 
his  woes,  excited  his  compaffion,  and,  obtain- 
ing his  confidence,  procured  from  him  the 
means  of  defraying  his  expences  to  Ireland. 
His  purfe  being,  thus,  repleniflied,  his  carles 
were  quickly  diffipated  :  and  he  took  his  de- 
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paf tiire  for  Cork,  under  hopej  no  Ief$  extra* 
iraganl,  than  thofe  which  had  led  him  to  the  Ifld 
of  Wight,  and  to  Plymouth  ;for  the  Cork  fleet 
was  already  reported  to  have  failed,  and  the 
probability  was,  that  under  all  circumftances^ 
it  would  be  gone  before  he  could  poffibly  reach 
Cove  harbour.  He  travelled  with  little  delay 
to  Milford-Maven  ;  whence  he  embarked  in 
the  packet  for  Waterford  ;  and  thence  purfued 
his  journey  to  Cork,  and  to  Coye#  Fortu- 
nately the  convoy  had  not  failed^  and  he  found 
the  whole  fleet  ftill  lying  in  harbour,  alfo 
many  veflels  of  the  Portfmouth  convoy,  which 
had  been  obliged  to  put  back,  after  the  early 
ftorms  to  which  they  had  been  expofed. 

All  former  troubles  and  difappointmenta, 
and  even  the  poor  ill-tokened  cow  were  now 
foon  forgotten.  The  greater  part  of  the  St* 
Domingo  hofpital  ftafF  was  with  the  Cork 
convoy;  and  Mac—  was  not  of  a  difpofitioa 
to  be  long  a  ftranger  among  his  comrades. 
Looking  out  for  a  fliip,  in  which  ta  procure 
a  paflage,  he  difcovered  the  George  and  Brid- 
get, and,  knowing  Dr.  Henderfon  and  others 
of  the  hofpitaKlafF  to  be  on  board,  he,  with- 
out hefitation,  applied  to  the  captain  for  a 
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birth,  repeating  his  adventures,  with  and  with- 
out the  cow,  as  his  paflport.  The  captain  had, 
already,  his  full  complement  of  pafTengers  oa 
board — indeed  was  crowded  with  more  than 
he  could  conveniently  accommodate.  But 
Mac— was  not  inclined  to  hear  objcdions,  or 
to  make  difficulties.  In  the  George  and  Brid« 
get  he  muft  go  !  The  fhip  was  fufficiently 
large,  and  he  was  difpofed  to  accept  whateveij 
accommodations  he  might  find. 

From  his  franknefs  of  manner,  and  the 
willingnefs  he  expreffei  to  put  up  with  all  the 
inconveniences  that  might  prefetit  themfclves, 
as  well  as  from  his  companionable  familiarity, 
the  mafter  of  the  fhip  became  interefted  in  his 
behalf,  and  adopted  him  as  his  prime  alTociate^ 
Soon  he  was  tht  com.panion  and  friend,  and 
none  were  fo  happy  as  Do5lor  and  Captain; 
for  in  a  few  hours  they  were  the  acquaintances 
of  years ;  and  Mac —  was  fo  entirely  che%  lui^ 
that  he  feemed  rather  to  be  the  mailer's  inti- 
mate friend,  than  a  paflenger.  He  now  was 
happy — ^fprgot  all  pad  cares  and  toils,  looked 
forward  to  a  quick  paflage,  and  the  delight  of 
a  clean  (hirt  on  his  arrival.  Yet  were  his 
troubles  not  at  an  end,  for  on  the  accident 
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occurring  of  another  {hip  running  foul  of  the 
Geqrge  and  Bridget,  the  timid  nature  of  poor 
Mac —  reprefented  to  hi$  imaginatiph  a  tbou«» 
fand  terror$,and,  in  the  hurried  impulfe  of  ▼ivid 
apprehenfion,  cruelly  augmented  the  alarm  :^ 
in  all  the  dread  of  finking  to  the  bottom,  he 
accufed  his  lucklefs  ftars,  called  the  fates  re^ 
lentlefs,  uttered  loud  ejaculations  for  his  fafety^ 
and  ca.lled  that  moment  only,  unhappy ,^  which. 
had  led  him  to  the  George  and  Bridget.  But 
the  (hip  afterwards  made  a  fhort  and  favorable 
pAiTage,  and  is  arrived  in  fafety  at  Barbadoes 
—where  poor  Mac-—  yfet  lives  to  relate  all  hia 
perils  by  fea,  and  his  troubles  on  Ihore*/ 


♦  The  George  and  Bridget  afterwards  funk  in  thei 
harbour  of  Cape  St.  Nicholas  Mole :  and  poor  unfortunate 
Mac —  foon  after  his  arrival  at  St«  Domingo  fell  a  vi£litn 
to  the  jreliour  fever* 
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LETTER  III. 

A  C^mtnon  Jtgnal  of  alarm  converted  into  an  enftgn  of  joy. - 
Acuietiifs  of  fdilors  in  dtfcovering  the  nature  and  extent 
^dfiktaifta.     Convoy  frdfH  ,CdH  arriver  on  the  ifi  of 
ApriL     hs  entrotnee  into  Carlifii  kay  an  inter efting  fcetti. 
Author  and  his  comrades  expeEi  to  proceed  to  &.  Domingo*i 
Voyage  thither  from  Barbadoei  only  a  pleafant  run  down 
the  trades. 

Barbadoesf,  Aprxt  i. 

AcC'tf  STOliiEi)  to  addrefs  you  upon  all  occi- 
fibiis  without  refer Ve,  my  glad  pen,  true  to  the 
feelings  that  dired  it,  feems  confcious  ^hea 
made,  the  herald  of  happy  tidings,  and,  on 
fuch  dccafions,  certain  of  being  hailed  with  all 
the  warmth  of  fympathy,  if  haftens  to  greet 
you  with  a'  fwiftnefs  even  beyond  its  feathered 
felf. 

We  ate  hefe  dl  jby  and  gladnefs.  With- 
out the  huittour  of  2tti  April  day,  the  morning 
has  befen  bright  an^  cheerful,  from  bringing  to 
us  friends'  WtS  have  bng  been  anxious  to  meet. 

I  fiafte  beforfe  obferted  to  yoir,  that  the 
atitlfa  figisai(  being  hoifted  at  the  fort,  ifidicatet 
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SL  ftrange  fleet  in  fight.  When  it  appears 
every  one  is  on  the  alert^  and  ready  to  take  his 
poft,  and  thus  the  fignai  ferves  to  prevent  fur* 
prize.  But,  one  idea  fo  predominates  among 
our  party,  and  we  have  been  fo  long  abforbed 
in  one  great  expectation,  that  the  fignai  of 
alarm  is  become  a  fignai  of  joy,  and,  with  the 
report  of  a  flrange  fleet,  we  inftantly  aflbciate 
the  arrival  o£  our  long  expeded  convoy. 

Early  this  morning  the  enfign  of  alarm  was 
flying  at  the  battery,  but  apprehenfion  was  not 
even  the  momentary  eflTed ;  no  fooner  did  the 
eye  convey  the  intelligence  to  the  mind,  than 
the  heart  bounded  with  gladnefs,  and  we.af- 
fured  ourfelves  of  the  remainder  of  our  PbrtC- 
mouth  convoy.  In  this  belief  we  were  alfo 
fandioned  by  the  late  arrival  of  the  Rofe  E. 

« 

Indiaman  and  the  Columbus,  both  of  which 
had  failed  from  Spithead  with  Admiral  Corn- 
wallis,  and  likewifc  by  the  arrival  of  I^a  Fa- 
vorite, a  fafl  failing  French  velTel  of  20  guns, 
which  had  been  captured  by  the  fleet  on  its 
pafTage,  and  fent  in  under  command  of  one  of 
our  officers — Still  our  ready  conje<Jiures  did 
not  convey  the  fad,  for  as  the  unnumbered 
ftrang^rs  approached^  it  was^  4^fcoyered  that ; 
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they    were    neither    foes,     nor    Portftnouth 
friends. 

On  this  occafion,  as  on  many  others,  we 
were  both  pleafed  and  furprifed  to  obferve  the 
acutenefs  of  our  men  of  the  ocean  in  difcover- 
ing  the  nature  and  extent  of  a  diftant  fleet,  at 
Tea.  Before  we  could  well  diftinguifh  a  (hip 
from  a  brig,  our  tars,  from  the  cut  of  the  fails, 
proclaimed  it  an  Englifti  convoy,  but  not  that 
of  Admiral  Cornwallis.  From  the  mode  of 
fetting  the  canvafs,  from  the  form  of  the  fhip, 
the  figure  of  the  mafts,  or  fome  flight  circum- 
fiance,  attaching  to  different  veflels,  but  totally 
imperceptible  to  us,  they  had  no  hefitation  in 
declaring,  while  yet  at  a  great  diftance,  that 
inftead  of  the  fleet  from  Spithead,  it  was  out 
long-wifhed  for  convoy  from  Cork. 

To  us  this  was  even  better  and  ftill  more 
joyful  news,  and  we  had  foon  the  gratification 
of  finding  it  corre<a-  The  whole  fleet  is  now 
at  anchor  in  the  bay,  and  has  brought  to  us  a 
large  body  of  troops,  deflined  for  St.  Domingo, 
under  the  command  of  General  Whyte.  This 
being  peculiarly  our  divifion  of  the  expedition, 
we  had  twofold  pleafure  in  greeting  its  ariivaU 
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In  our  gladnefs  to  hail  it,  wtf  climbed  the 
flirouds  up  to  the  main  top — and  thew  ftood 
to  view  its  entrance  into  the  bay. 

Such  a  fcene  muft  have  been  highly  ia-> 
tferefting,  even  had  it  been  wholly  independent 
of  the  intimate  conne&ipn  we  had  with  it :  the 
day  wa8  fine — ^the  bree^ie  foftand  mild,  and  the 
furface  of  the  water  gently  moving.  The  pic* 
lure  was  rich  and  varied  ;  comprehending,  un-* 
der  a  birdVeye-view,  the  town,  and  neigh** 
bouring  plantations-^— the  bay  crowded  with 
Shipping — B,  great  extent  of  the  fine  country 
around^^— and  the  wide  oqean,  together  with  the 
nunjerous  veflels  of  our  defired  convoy  drop* 
ping  with  full  fails  into  the  harbour, 

You  will  believe  that  it  was  one  of  the 
moft  pleafing  profpeds  we  had  beheld  fince 
our  departure  from  England.  While  it  feems 
to  fecure  the  fpeedy  removal  of  our  long  and 
^ni^-ious  fufpenfe,  it  ftrongly  revives  the  hope 
©f  a  fuccefgful  campaign, 

This  fleet,  which  had  been  fo  often  reported 
jkt  fea,  even  fo  long  fince  as  before  we  left  Engi^ 
Und,  and  which  did  onqe  fail  $ad  return  to  h«r^ 
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hour,  finally  took  its  departure  from  Cove  oa 
the  25th  of  February :  hence  it  may,  at  laft, 
be  confidered  to  have  made  a  very  favorable 
paflage,  having  been  precifely  five  weeks  at 
fea. 

Wc  now  look  forward  to  a  fpeedy  change 
of  place,  and  I  may  foon  have  to  addrefs.you 
from  St.  Domingo,  where  I  hope  to  meet 
your  letters,  and  learntidings  of  ye  all.  It  is 
about  a  week's  voyage,  and  is  confidered  a 
very  pleafant  one-— being  as  fine  failing  as  i$ 
known  on  any  part  of  the  occean  j  the  (hip 
haying  only  to  fpread  wide  her  wings  ai>d  fly 
|>efore  the  trades. 
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LETTER  IV. 

Creole  languor  from  heat  of  climate^^favorahle  to  the  Bru* 
nonian  doBrine.  Efftii  of  eiimate  upon  a  Dutch  failor. 
Lord  Sheffield  hailed  by  a  man  in  the  fea.  An  intoxiciited 
failor  overawed  by  the  prefence  ofafuperior* 

Barbadoes,  April* 

Indolence  is  confidered  to  I?e  the  general 
eflfedt  of  exceflive  heat  of  climate ;  and  had  the 
great  Bruno  vifited  the  tropical  regions,  he 
might  here, have  found  many  fafts  in  fupport 
of  his  plaufible  and  very  ingenious  dodlrine. 
The  languor  of  climate  is  felt  by  few  on  their 
early  arrival  in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  firft 
efFedt  of  the  heat  feems  lo  be  that  of  ftimulat- 
ing  the  rigid  northern  fibre  into  increafed 
adivity — and  Creole  inertnefs  follows:  only  as 
the  refult  of  continued  refidence. 

**  Precifely  thus,'*  would  have  exclaimed 
the  ingenious  Bruno,  "  and  fo  with  wine, 
opium,  beloved  brandy,  and  all^ther  ftimuli. 
They,  at  firft,  only  increafe  the  excitement, 
and  give  new  vigour  to  the  frame  j  but,  con- 
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tinued  to  excefs,  they  exhauft  the  excitability 
— over-run  ever  delighting  excitement,  and 
plunge  the  body  into  indirect  debility,  indu- 
cing a  flate  of  body,  precifely  fimilar  to  that  of 
Creole  inactivity — a  ftate  from  which  there  is 
no  efcape,  but  through  the  medium  of  new  or 
jftill  more  powerful  ftimuli.'*  Yet,  the  re- 
newed vigour — the  reftored  excitement,  ac- 
quired by  a  return  to' the  fedative  north,  would 
feem  an  everlafting  obftacle  to  the  theory  as 
ftatcd  by  its  great  projeftor — the  languor  of 
climate,  or  indiredl  debility,  being  removed 
by  a  dire£tly  debilitating  power — the  abftrac- 
tion  of  heat. 

But  I  am  ftraying  from  our  path.  Let 
me,  therefore,  retrace  my  fteps,  and  tell  you 
the  efFe£t  of  climate  upon  a  cold  Hollander  of 
our  crew. 

I  have  already  made  known  to  you  that 
neither  my  comrade  Cleghorn,  nor  myfelf, 
yet  feel  any  fenfe  of  tropical  indolence,  but 
continue  our  habits  of  exercife  in  all  our  rude 
European  ftrength.     We  have,  for  fome  days 
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paftj  been  clofely  watching  one  of  our  failors 
— a  Dutchman,     He  is  recently  from  Hoi- 
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jbndy  and,  ia  manners  and  appearance,  r/;^  vral 
Batavel  On  the  paflag^  he  was  a  dull,  heavy^ 
flow,  and  plodding  Dutchman~frigid,  and 
inanimate  as  the  mod  icy  boor  of  bis  aquatic 
nation.  His  movements  were  a  pretty  accu-f 
irate  reprefentation  of  the  crawling  floth,  and 
the  unvaried  fedateneft  of  his  vifage  no  kfs 
emblematical  of  his  native  home. 

Having  particularly  noticed  him  through^* 
out  the  voyage,  we  feel  fome  furprize  in  now 
witneffing,  as  it  were,  a  complete  revolution 
_  of  his  nature  and  habits.  The  rays  of  a 
tropical  fun  feem  to  have  given  play  to  his 
mufcles,  fet  free  all  the  circulating  juices  of  his 
frame,  and  unfrozen  the  icy  coldnefs  of  his 
foul.  The  change  we  obferve  in  him  is  indeed 
greater  than  you  can  imagine:  roufed  from 
the  torpor  of  unheeding  famenefs,  by  the  all- 
f^  vivifying  power  of  tropical  warmth,  the  cold 

cloud  of  indifference  is  difGpated  from  his 
brow — and  the  Batavian  gluten  pf  his  frame 
fublimed  into  volatile  fpiriis.  He  is  grown 
cheerful  and  gay  j  wears  a  fmile  of  nurtb  upon 
his  countenance^  and  moves  with  an  agility 
and  alertnefs^  beyond  all  that  could  have  been 
hoped  in  a  Dutchman.     He  now  (kips  merrily 
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about  the  (hip  ;  pullis  his  oar  with  gleq  in  the 
boat;  ;ind,  on  all  occafions,  appears  animated 
sui4  lively  ;  vying  in  fpirits  and  afl;ivity  with 
the  fprightlieft  tar  of  the  fhip* 

I  havi?  next  to  condui3t  you  into  the  pre- 
fence  of  a  true  Englilh  failor ;  but  firfl:  let  me 
afk  you,  a$  one  verfed  in  the  operations  of  the 
human  mind,  in  what  way  the  appearance  of 
a  fuperipr,  before  the  eye  of  a  drunken  man^ 
produces  the  effed:  of  inftantly  fubduing  all  th(S 
^  violence  of  wrath  and  revenge  ? 

Early  thi3  morqing  our  (hip  was  hailed 
in  the  loud  rough  voice  of  a  failor,  who,  from 
the  found,  appeared  to  be  near  to  us,  but  np 
boat  was  feen  to  be  alongfide,  nor  could  we 
difcover  whence  the  voice  proceeded  ;  ftill  it 
was  repeated  again  and  again,  and  at  length, 
on  looking  over  the  quarter  boards,  we  per- 
ceived a  naked  head  in  the  fea.  A  rope  was 
inftantly  thrown  over,  and  the  man,  eagerly 
feizing  it,  quickly  climbed  on  board.  It  waV 
a  failor  from  one  of  the  neighbouring  (hips, 
who  was  much  intoij^icated,  and  had  thrown 
bimfelf  into  the  fea,  in  order  to  efcape  from 
the  veflel,  on  aggount  of  a  quarrel  with  the 
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boatfwain  and  mate,  who,  according  to  his 
account,  had  treated  him   very  ill.     He  was 
bitterly  incenfed,  and  in  all  the  heat  of  rage 
protefted,  violently,  againft  the  captain,  the 
mate,  the  boatfwain,  and  in  fhort  the  very  fhip, 
(wearing  that  no  earthly  power  fhould  ever 
oblige  him  to  return  to  it,  and  entreating  to 
be   employed   on  board    the  Lord  Sheffield. 
But  finding  him  to  be  exceflively  intoxicated, 
we  hailed  the  mafter  of  the  fhip  and  informed 
him  where  to  find  his  Tailor.     He,  according- 
Jy,  came  without  delay  to  fetch  him,  and  we 
were  furprized  to  remark,  that  the  very  in- 
*  ftant  he  flepped  on  board,  and  the  man*s  eye 
met  him,  all  his  inebriate  violence,  as  if  by 
magic,  was  fubdued,and  at  once  converted  into 
temperate  fubmiflion  and  obedience.     Simply 
the  face  of  his  commander  in  a  moment  ex- 
tinguifhed  the  furious  flarties  of  wrath,  check- 
ed the  burning  current  of  revenge,  and  de- 
ftroyed  all  fenfe  of  an  injury  which  had  been 
powerful  enough  to  impel  him  to  the  hazard 
of  throwing  himfelf  into  the  fea  ; — all  his  loud 
execrations  ceafed,  he  became  docile  and  re- 
fpedful,  and  returned  to  his  fhip  without  a 
murmur? — How  true  it  is,  my  friend,  that 
the  pafiions  of  men  may  be  brought  unSer 
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control,  and  how  lamentable  that  they  are  fo 
commonly  left  to  reign  in  lawlefs  fway  !  How 
often  do  we  fee  that,  like  our  drunken  failor, 
thofe  intoxicated  with  boifterous  rage,  however 
loud  and  violent  before  their  intimates,  can 
command  themfelves  into  a  milder  manner, 
when  overawed  by  the  prefence  of  ftrangers, 
or  of  their  fuperiors. 
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Afurgical  operation  performed  tvith  great  dexter ttj  ty  a  tagro^ 
Progrefs  of  chigoes  in  the  foot.     Negroes  expert'  in  f tiding 

^  them.     Mode  of  extraBing  them*     Indolent  toil  of  Jlaves. 

♦  1rfc0tvifiinit  method  of  labour.  Sevtritj  ufed  tabards  k 
party  offlaves.  Brigands  defeaU^  Hi  Grenada^  OJfee^i 
lo/l  of  the  name  of  Ed*mards*  -Single  Jhips  continue  to  ar^ 
rive  in  Carlijle  bay*  Reports  refpeBing  the  St,  Doming9 
£wjl$nm    Sir  John  La  Forey  arrives  at  Barbadoes* 

Barbadoesj  ApriL 

jLERHAPs  you  will  feel  fomewhat  furprized 
fliould  I  tell  you  that  we  have  fcen  an  Afri- 
can flavc  perform  a  chirurgical  operation,  with 
greater  dexterity  than  it  could  have  been  done 
by  the  moft  Ikilful  furgeon  of  Europe  I 

Walking  on  the  beacl^,  we  remarked  two 
negroes  fitting  on  the  fands,  occupied  with 
fomething,  which  feemcd  to  command  minute 
attention  ;  and  on  approaching  near  to  them^ 
we  found  the  one  engaged  in  extraditing  that 
fadly  troublefome  infe£t  the  Chigoe,  from  the 
other's  foot.  Our  curiofity  being  excited,  we 
flopped  to  witnefs  the  operation,  and  faw  it 
executed  with  great  neatnefs  and  dexterity. 
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The  chigoe  is  a  very  minute  infefk^  which 
infinuates  itfelf,  imperceptibly,  under  the  {kin, 
moft  commonly  of  the  toes,  and  there,  form- 
ing a  nidus,  produces  its  young.     Thefe  are 
^Qvelop^d  in  a  fmall  cyft  or  bag,  which  uTually 
Increafes  to  the  fize  of  a  pea,  as  the  period  of 
maturity  approaches.    When  the  young  are  to 
efcape,  a  fenfe  of  tingling,  or  itching  is  felt  in 
the  part — at  firft  very  flight,  often,  indeed,  not 
fufficient  to  attrad  the  notice  of  Europeans-— 
but,  if  longer  negleded,  increafe§  to  a  fenfe  of 
forcnefe  on  preffure,  or  on  treading  upon  that 
part  of  the  foot.     This  commonly  leads  to 
elimination,  when  a  black,  or  dark  point  i$ 
diicovered,  which  dire(3is  to  a  fmall,  and  fcarce- 
ly  tumid  circle,  whitifh,  or  very  flightly  in- 
flamed, of  an  appearance  fomewhat  like  what 
might  arifc  from  a  pea  lodged  uiider  the  £kin. 
If,  at  this  period  the  cyft  be  removed,  the  diC- 
eafe  is  eradicated,  and  nothing  further  is  to  be 
apprehended;  but  if  it  be  ftill  further  negle<3> 
edjt  the  nidus  ruptures^  and  the  young  ones 
ctfcaping  penetrate  into  the  parts  around,  pro- 
ducing a  fore  which  degenerates  into  a  trouble- 
fome  ulcer,  and  this  being  increafed  by  the 
new  cyfts  of  many  chigoes,  not  unfrcquently 
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proceeds  to  incurable  difeafe,  and  ultimateljr 
to  the  dcftrudion  of  the  toe. 

The  chigoe  prevails  moft  in  Tandy  places. 
In  this  ifland  they  are  very  numerous*  A  ne- 
gro not  unfrequently  extrads  five  or  fix  from 
his  feet,  at  one  fitting ;  and  fo  expert  are  they 
at  finding  them,  that,  in  examining  the  foot 
of  an  European,  a  flave  will,  frequently,  dit- 
cover  two  or  three  chigoes,  before  the  mailer 
had  felt  the  lead  fenfe  of  itching  or  uneafinefs 
from  them. 

The  mode  of  extracting  them  is  as  fol- 
lows: with  a  pointed  pen-knife,  not  very 
fliarp,  or  the  blunt  end  of  a  large  needle,  a 
flight  opening  is  broken  in  the  Ikin,  at  the 
fmall  black  point  over  the  cyft.  From  this 
opening  the  Ikin  is  forced  away,  by  being  torn, 
or  broken  down,  and  prefled  outwards,  on  all 
fides,  care  being  taken  not  to  pundure,  or 
otherwife  rupture  the  cyft.  The  Ikin,  beings 
thus  feparated,  the  nidus  or  fmall  bag  becomes 
expofed  in  form  of  a. little  round  body — ^and 
is,  afterwards,  extraded  by  prefSng  down  the 
point  of  the  inftrument,  at  one  fide,  and  turn- 
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ing  it  out  whole.  A  round  hole  remains  not 
unlike  a  pea  iffue.  This  the  negro  commonly 
fills  with  aflies  from  the  pipe  or  fagar,  mixed 
with  butter,  tallow  from  a  candle,  or  any  other 
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kind  of  greafe  that  happens  to  be  at  hand, 
and  the  cure  is  completed  with  the  operation. 

A  fpecimen  of  indolence  in  labour  has 
occurred  to  our  obfervation,  which,  whether 
it  be  regarded  as  the  efFefl  of  climate,  or  of 
flavery,  I  may  note  to  you  as  an  addi- 
tional example  of  the  feeble  exertions  ufed 
by  flaves  in  their  unrequited  round  of  toil. 
A  party  of  negroes  being  employed  to 
remove  fome- hofpital  ftores,  from  the  fide  of 
the  water  to  a  warehoufe.  Dr.  Cleghorn  and 
myfelf  took  the  opportunity  of  pafling  that 
way  in  our  walk,  in  order  to  fee  them  at  work, 
and  to  remark  upon  their  induftry  and  mode 
of  labour. — ^We  found  no  lefs  than  ten  flaves 
occupied  in  rolling  a  middle-fized  cheft,  with 
a  black  driver  holding  his  whip  at  their  backs, 
and  an  overfeer,  of  fairer  Ikin,  to  command 
them.  It  was  perhaps,  in  all  refpedls,  the 
very  wo|*ft  way  in  which  fuch  a  package 
could  have  been  moved !  From  the  fize  of  the 
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theft  it  was  only  with  difficulty  each  negro 
could  find  fpace  for  an  affifting  hand  ;  from 
its  fhape  it  was  moft  inconvenient  for  rolling; 
and,  from  its  contents,  moft  improper— being 
filled  with  bottles,  jars,  earthen  pots,  and  the 
like.  In  England  four  men  would  have  car-, 
ried  it  upon  a  hand-barrow  with  great  eafe — 
while,  here,  the  time  and  labour  of  twelve 
men  were  confumed  in  moving  it,  at  a  rate 
incomparably  flower,  and'  at  the  expence, 
probably,  of  great  part  of  its  contents. 

We  pointed  out  to  them  the  injury  that 
might,  and  the  lofs  of  time  that  necefTarily 
muft  derive  from  this  method  of  moving  it, 
and  endeavored  to  convince  them  how  much 
better,  fafer,  and  more  expeditious  it  would 
be,  to  take  it  tip,  and  carry  it.  Bur,  no  ! 
That  was  not  their  way !  "  We  no  fave^ 
carry  bim^  we  roll  him  gently^  Majfa^  den 
we  no  break  *em  bottles  injide^^  was  the  reply. 
In  even  the  moft  liberal  it  is  always  a  tafk  to 
oppofe  habits  confirmed  by  long  ufage — 
ainong  flaves  it  were  utterly  in  vain  to  at- 
tempt it !  Had  we  itififted  upon  the  cafe  being 
carried,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  it  had 
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quickly  fallen  to  the  ground,  and  the  whole 
contents  been  fhattered  to  atoms  ;  we, 
therefore,  left  them  to  purfue  their  own 
means. 

We  have   fince  met  with   another  cir- 
cumftance    nearly   fimilar,    which   I   might 
offer  to  you  as  a  further  example  of  the  indo- 
lent  manner  in  which  flaves  execute  their 
tafk  :  or  I  might  note  it  as  a  fpecimen  of  the 
cruelties  which   men,  held  in  flavery,  may, 
and  too  frequently  do   become    fubjedl  to, 
froni  paflionate,    and  unfeeling   individuals. 
Walking  towards  the  hofpital  we  met  a  party 
of  negroes  rolling  a  box  of  ftores  from  the 
boat,  in  which  they  had  been  brought  on  fliore, 
to  the  ftore-room.     Perceiving  the  cafe  to  be 
light,  and  knowing  it  to  contain  only  vef- 
fels  of  tin,  a  defire  to  fee  how  they  would 
perform   led   us   to  try  the    experiment  of 
making  them  carry  it :  nor  in  doing  this  were 
we  aware  of  expofing  any  of  them  to  an  a6t 
of  cruelty,  or,  we  had  afluredly  left  them,  as 
before,  to  their  own  way» — ^On  attempting 
to  lift  the  package  to  their  (houlders,  they 
fet  sibout  it  precifely  in  the  awkward  and  ludi* 
crous  manner  we  had  ^xpededj   ftill  as  no 
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accident,  nor  injury  of  confequence  could  de- 
rive from  it,  we,  who  were  recently  from 
Europe,  were  quite  diverted  at  their  fruitlefs 
and  incompetent  efforts  ;  but  Captain  —— , 
who  was  with  us,  and  had  refided  long  enough 
in  the  Weft  Indies  to  have  accuftomed 
himfelf  to  the  arbitrary  treatment  of  flaves, 
feeing  the  ftupid  way  in  which  they  at- 
tempted this  new  tafk,  immediately  gavb 
one  of  the  poor  fellows  a  cruel  cut,  with  a 
large  horfe  whip,  acrofs  the  face  and  eyes  ! 
We  remonftrated  with  him  on  this  unneccf- 
fary  and  unmerited  feverity  ;  and  could  not 
but  mark  it,  in  our  minds,  as  an  aft  of  wan- 
ton cruelty  ;  which,  if  I  may  judge  from  the 
impulfe  of  my  own  feelings,  will  long  ftand 
againft  him.  We  defired  the  poor  negroes 
to  put  down  the  box,  and  convey  it  according 
to  their  own  method  ;  and,  in  fentiments  of 
indignation,  left  the.  Captain  to  the  remorfe 
which  ought  to  be  his  punifliment. 

You  will  be  pleafed  to  know  that  intelli- 
gence has  jyft  reached  us  of  the  defeat  of  the 
brigands  at  Grenada,  in  an  adion  with  our 
troops,  commanded  by  general  NicoU.  Their 
lofs  is  faid  to  amount  to  three  hundred  mea« 


69 

It  is  with  grief  we  learn  that  feveral  of  our 
brave  countrymen  have  alfo  fallen;  among 
whom  we  lament  to  find  Major  Edwards, 
whofe  very  name  would  feem  at  this  mo- 
ment to  be  unfortunate,  for  Major  Edwards 
of  the  artillery  has  alfo  juft  taken  a  fatal  leave 
of  his  comrades,  in  confequence  of  (perhaps 
imprudent)  cxpofure  to  climate  ;  and  a  Lieu- 
tenant Edwards,  only  a  few  days  fince,  fell 
a  victim  to  typhus  fever  contracted  on  the 
paflage. 

The  Portfmouth  fleet  is  ftill  a  truant  to 
pur  expectations.  From  the  tidings  we  had 
received  of  it  we  now  think  it  long  delayed  ; 
and  unhappy  conjectures,  refpeCting  it,  again 
prevail.  Four  additional  {hips  of  this  convoy 
arrived  fome  days  fince,  and  from  thefe  we 
feltaflured  of  learning  that  the  Admiral  and  the 
remainder  of  the  fleet  were  near  the  ifland  ; 
but  we  were  difappointed  on  finding  that 
they  parted  from  the  convoy  the  firft  or  fe- 
cond  night  after  leaving  Spithead ;  fince 
which  they  have  neither  feen  nor  heard  any 
thing  of  it.  No  accurate  intelligence  having 
reached  us,  fince  the  time  our  expectations 
}>^4   Ud  us   to  look  for  its  arrival,  we  have 
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many  fears  left  Admiral  Cornwallis  may 
have  failed  into  Admiral  Chriftian's  unfor- 
tunate path ;  and,  like  him,  been  obliged  to 
trace  his  courfe  back  into  an  Englilh  port* 

You  will  feel  no  furprife  on  knowing  that 
many  rumours  have  already  obtained  cir- 
culation, all  equally  uncertain,  and,  perhaps, 
equally  unfounded,  regarding  the  further  move- 
ments  of  the  St.  Domingo  divifion.  Some  infift 
that  we  are  to  go  immediately ;  others  that 
we  are  to  wait  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Corn- 
wallis ;  and  many  that  we  are  not  to  go  at  all. 
At  one  moment  the  whole  of  us  are  to  fail 
without  delay  :  next  we  hear  that  only  the 
cavalry  is  to  go  :  then  it  is  faid  that  the  bar- 
rack ships,  and  a  detachment  of  the  hofpital 
ftaff,'  only,  are  to  proceed :  and,  again,  we 
hear  it  whifpered  by  fome  one,  believing  him- 
felf  to  be  quite  in  the  fecret,  that  the  horfe 
fhips,  the  ftore  fhips,  and  the  whole  of  the 
hofpital  department  are  to  go  down  to  St.  Do- 
mingo, and  the  principal  body  of  the  Cork 
divifion  to  remain,  and  aflift  in  the  grand  ob- 
jedls  of  the  expedition  to  windward  !  Amidft 
fuch  incertitude  I  can,  only,  fay  as  ufual— • 
continue  to  write  to  me  at  St.  Domingo. 


71 

Sir  John  La  Forcy  is  arrived  here  in  the 
Majeftic,  from  Martinique,  This  officer,  who, 
for  fome  time  pail,  has  had  the  command  of 
the  navy  upon  this  ftation,  and  is  much  re- 
fpeded  in  the  colonies/  we  are  told  is  to 
be  relieved,  and  to  return  to  England  on 
the  arrival  of  Admiral  Cornwallis,  or  Admiral 
Chriftian. 
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LETTER    VL 

General  Remarks  concerning  Barbadoes.  Different  e^ar^ 
ance  of  the  Weft  India  IJlandsy  and  the  oppo/itecoaft.  Si" 
tuation  and  extent  of  Barhadoes.  Period  of  JMement. 
General  face  of  the  Ifland, — -Called  aged  and  dicref^.  In- 
habitants  proud  of  its  antiquity.  Early  commerce  and  popular 
tion  of  Barbadoes.  Its  decline  from  its  former  profperity. 
Middle  clafs  of  Inhabitants.  Temperature  andfalubrity  of 
the  atmofphere.  Exemption  from  important  ills.  Endenual 
malady.  Carlijlebay.  Whence  fo  named.  Towns^  houfes^ 
hutSf  cottages  and  other  buildings.  Varied  and  inters 
efling  fcenery.  Hofpitality  of  the  Inhabitants*  Remarks 
concerning  the  diftinBive  appellation  of  the  two  divifions  of  the 
armament.  Difficulty  of  afcertaining  which  the  windward^ 
and  which  the  leeward  iflands  according  to  the  common  ac^^ 
eeptation.  Soil  of  Barbadoes.  Remarks  on  tillage  andcuU 
tivation.  Small  cattle  kept  for  the  purpofe  offupplying  ma-^ 
nure.  Wet  and  dryfeafons.  Sea  and  land  bree%e.  Equal 
length  of  the  days.  Abfence  of  twilight.  Perpetual  fum" 
mer  compared  with  -  the  delighting  novelty  of  an  Engliftf 
Spring.  Remarks  upon  Spring.  An  Engli/hfcene  in  the 
month  of  May. 

BarbadoeSj  April  7. 

JtIaving   from   time   to   time   detailed    to 
you,  in  all  of  defultory  remark,  the  whole 
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chain  of  cirGUmftances  that  have  pafled  under 
my  eye,  you  will  not  perhaps  deem  it  prema- 
ture, fhould  I  now  offer  you   a  few  general 
obfervations  concerning  the  ifland  of  Barba- 
does.     After  a  refidence  of  many  weeks  it  is 
probable  that  my  notes  may  poflefs    more  of 
correftnefs  than  any  I  might  have  offered  you 
immediately  on  my  arrival.     I  feel,  alfo,  that 
you  may  find  them  fomewhat  more  interefting 
after  the  irregular  melange  that  has  preceded 
them.    I  therefore  purpofe  taking  up  my  pen, 
from  day  to  day,  at  each  moment   of  leifure, 
until  I  fhall  have  copied  for  you  the  few  re- 
marks I  have  colleded  on  the  general   fubjefit 
of  Barbadoes,  and   may  probably  fend  them 
to  you,   in  a  full  packet,  by  fome  early  oc- 
cafion. 


From  the  fituation  of  the  Wefl  India 
Iflands  in  the  Atlantic  ocean,  extending  in. 
form  of  a  femicircle,  nearly  from  the  coafl 
of  Florida  to  the  river  Oronoko,  it  might 
feem  that,  at  fome  remote  period,  they  had 
been  detached  from  the  great  continent  of 
America,  either  by  the  gradual  and  progrel- 
five  power  of  the  ocean,  or  by  fopie  great  and 
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fudden  convulfion  of  nature.  But  firom  their 
being  of  very  irregular  and  mountainous  fur- 
face,  while  the  land  of  the  proximate  (hore  is 
peculiarly  low  and  flat,  to  a  diftance  of  many 
miles  from  the  coaft,  it  would  appear  that  the 
iflands  and  the  main  land  owned  a  diftind):, 
and  very  diflferent  origin.  The  craggy  fhores, 
and  rugged  broken  figure  of  the  iflands  be- 
fpeak  the  convulfive  throes  of  a  fudden  birth  ; 
while  the  fmooth  and  muddy  furface  of  the  op- 
pofite  coaft  indicates  a  lefs  difturbed  and  flow- 
er beginning.  Probably  the  latter  has  been 
formed  from  the  gradual  depofit  of  a  feculent 
ocean — ^the  former  from  the  vehement  vomit- 
ings of  volcanic  eruption. 

Barbadoes  is  the  mod  windward  of  the 
Wefl:  India  Iflands  j  and  is  in  that  divifion  of 
them  known  by  the  appellation  of  Charibbee 
Iflands — a  name  they  have  obtained  from  one 
of  the  nations  of  Indians,  who  formerly  inha- 
bited them« 

It  is  about  twenty-one  miles  in  length,  by 
fourteen  in  breadth ;  lying  in  latitude  13^ 
North,  longitude  59^.  Weft.     The  Englifljk 
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Tiave  occupied  it  nearly  two  centuries,  hay- 
ing taken  pofleffion  of  it  in  the  reign  of 
James  I.  At  the  time  of  being  fettled  by  our 
countrymen,  it  was  covered  with  wood,  and 
had  no  appearance  of  having  been,  before,  oc- 
cupied by  man ;  but  it  now  appears  under  a 
very  different  afpefl:,— the  deftrudllv.e  axe 
having  converted  its  deep  and  hieavy  forefts 
into  even  charaditeriflic  nakednefs* 

Weft  Indians  regard  it  as  of  low  and  level 
furface:  but  this  can  be  only  comparatively 
fpeaking,  and  in  reference  to  the  neighbouring 
iflands  whofe  bold  fummits  pierce  the  Ikies : 
for  Barbadoes  has  all  the  pleafant  variety  af- 
forded by  hills  and  broken  land,  and,  in  fome 
parts,  is  even  mountainous,  though  lefs  fo 
than  Grenada,  St.  Vincent,  or  St.  Lucie. 


It  is  confidered  as  an  old  iiland,  and,  from 
haviiag  been  long  in  cultivation,  is  faid  to  be 
much  exhaufted,  and  wearing  to  decay.  Thofe 
concerned  in  the  culture  of  more  recent,  and 
now  more  prolific  colonies,  feem  to  com- 
paffionate  Barbadoes  as  the  venerable  and 
decrepit  parent  of  the  race ;  while  its  in- 
habitants pride  themfelves  upon  its  antiquity, 
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andy  like  the  feudal  lords  of  (liU  more  ancient 
ftateSy  afliiine  a  confequence,  I  might  almofl: 
fay  claim  hereditary  rank  and  privilege  from 
priority  of  eftabli(hment.  This  fenfe  of  dif- 
tindion  is  ftrongly  manifefted  in  the  fenti- 
ment  conveyed  by  the  vulgar  expreflion  (b 
common  in  the  ifland— "  neither  Charib,  nor 
Creole,  but  true  Barbadian/'  and  which  is 
participated  even  by  the  flaves,  virho  proudly 
arrogate  a  fuperiority  above  the  negroes  of 
the  other  iflands  !  Afk  one  of  them  if  he  wras 
imported,  or  is  a  Creole,  and  he  immediately 
replies—"  Me  neder  Cbrab^  nor  Creole^  Maffal 
^-me  troo  Barbadian  born^ 

Perhaps  the  late  decline  of  this  ifland 
may  be  ftill  lefs  the  efFed;  of  exhauftion  of  the; 
foil,  than4)f  the  extenfive  emigration,  and  the 
diverfion  of  commerce  confequent  opt  the  cul- 
tivation of  new  iflands  and  colonies.  In  the 
early  period  of  its  culture  Barbadoes  yield- 
ed a  produce,  and  gave  rife  to  an  extent  of 
commerce,  not  known  in  any  other  ifland,  and 
its  population  increafed  to  a  degree,  perhaps, 
unprecedented  in  any  part  of  the  globe.  With- 
in the  firfl:  fifty  years  the  trade  of  the  ifland. 
had  become  fufficient  to  employ  four  liundrcd 
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fail  of  (hipping  ;  and  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants amounted  to  no  lefs  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand,  being  upwards  of  five 
hundred  to  every  fquare  mile. 

To  enable  the  land  to  continue  the  boun- 
tiful produce  it  now  afforded  required  much 
labour,'  and  a  great  and  expenfive  fupply  of 
manure,  therefore  as  new  colonies  were  fettled, 
and  new  land  brought  into  cuhivation,  which 
was  capable  of  yielding  equal  returns  with 
lefs  labour,  and  lefs  of  artificial  fupply,  it  be- 
came an  objeft  to  individuals  to  emigrate  from 
the  neighbouring  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  and 
cjngage  in  the  culture  of  the  more  recent,  and 
lefs  exhaufted  fcttlements ;  and,  thus,  with  the 
population,  the  commerce,  which  before  had 
been  confined  to  the  parent  ifland,  was 
neceflarily  diverted  intp  new  and  various 
channels. 

At  this  day  the  Dutch  colonies  of  Gui- 
ana, and  the  captured  ifland  of  Martinique  arfe 
a  continual  drain  upon  the  population  of 
Barbadoes.  But  notwithfl:anding  its  decline 
from  what  it  once  was,  it  is  ftill  the  moft  po* 
pulous,  and  one  of  the  mofi:  important  of  our 
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Weft  India  pofleffions.  From  fituatidn,  and 
from  its  fine  bay  for  fhipping,  even  indepen- 
dent of  its  produce,  it  muft  ever  be  valuable 
to  us,  and  indeed  maybe  confidered  as  the  key 
of  the  Weft  Indies.  Some  of  the  Creoles  of 
the  ifland,  not  barely  fenfible  of  this,  commit 
the  e:jccefs  of  attaching  to  it  a  degree  of  im- 
portance  beyond  even  England  itfelf. — ^'  What 
would  poor  old  England  do  ^^  fay  they,  "  were 
Barbadoes  to  forfake  her  ?"  This  adage  you 
will  believe  expreffes  only  the  veneration  of 
the  illiterate;  but  you  will  admit  that  it 
arifes  from  a  very  natural  feeling :  for  thofe 
who  have  feen  but  one  fpot  readily  fancy  that 
to  be  of  the  firft  importance  !  And  there  are 
multitudes  in  Barbadoes  who  never  faw  any 
other  foil,  and  who,  no  doubt,  from  the  fame 
laudable  fentiment  which  we  fo  honor  in 
Britons,  regard  their  native  ifle  as  pre-eminent 
above  all  others. 

Barbadoes  contains  a  numerous  clafs  of 
inhabitants,  between  the  great  planters,  and  the 
people  of  colour,  a  circumftance  which  forms 
a  ftriking  difference  between  this  ifland  and 
the  more  recent  colonies.  Of  thefe,  many  are 
defcended  from  th6  original  fettlers^  and  have 
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no  precife  knowledge  of  the  period  when 
their  anceftors  firft  arrived.  Through  feveral 
generations  they  have  been  born,  and  have 
conftantly  lived  upon  the  ifland.  They  re- 
gard it  as  their  native,  and  only  abode,  and 
do  not,  like  their  more  wealthy  neighbours, 
look  to  England  as  another  and  a  better  home. 
Of  fome  of  thefe  old  families  I  may,  perhaps^ 
fpeak  more  particularly  in  another  letter. 

If  in  point  of  produce  Barbadoes  now 
yields  to  other  fettlements — if  ita  population 
and  commerce  have  decreafed — if  its  thick 
woods  have  fallen  before  the  rueful  axe — and 
if  its  mountains  are  lefs  afpiring  than  the 
towering  fummits  of  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
iflands ;  ftill  its  trade  and  produce  continue  to 
be  important ;  its  population  great ;  and  the 
pidlurefque  fcenery  of  its  furface,  perhaps, 
unrivalled.  Nor  are  thefe  its  only  advantages  ; 
for,  in  confequence  of  being  more  cleared,  and 
more  generally  cultivated,  than  the  other 
iflands,  its  temperature  is  more  equable,  and 
its  air  more  falubrious.  Damp  woods  do 
not  interrupt,  nor  ftagnant  moraffes  enx-» 
poifon  the  breeze.  Every  part  is  expofed  ta 
the  full  perflation  of  the  trade- wind  j  by  the 
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coolnefs  and  falubrity  of  which,  this  is  ren- 

» 

dered  the  moft  heahhful  of  the  iflands  ;  info- 
much  that  it  is  common,  in  (ickncfs,  to  make 
a  voyage  from  the  other  colonies  to  Barbadoes, 
as  the  Montpelier  of  the  Weft  Indies.  Being 
fituated  to  windward  of  the  other  iflands, 
it  receives  the  uninterrupted  breeze,  brought 
to  it  in  all  its  purity  immediately  from  a 
wide  extent  of  ocean,  unimpregnated  by  the 
feptic  exhalations  of  ftagnant  waters,  or  pol- 
luted foils. — Its  temperature  has  been  far  lefs 
inconvenient  than  we  had  expedted.  We 
have  felt  but  little  opprefljon  from  heat ;  and 
have  continued  our  habits  of  exercife  without 
interruption.  In  the  harbour,  and  placed  in 
the  fhadc,  the  thermometer  has  feldom  been 
higher  than  84,  and  at  no  time  has  exceeded 
86  degrees. 

Yet  bleflTed  as  the  ifland  is  in  its  exemp- 
tion from  exceflive  heat,  from'  noxious  miaC- 
mata,  and  from  great  and  general  ficknefs,  it 
has  its  peculiar  ills ;  being  vifited  with  an 
cndemial  afflidion,  fo  much  its  own  as  to 
have  obtained  the  appellation  of  tbe  Barbadoes 
di/eafe.  It  appears  in  form  of  the  elephanti- 
afisy  or  what  is  here  termed  the  ^^  glandular 
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direa(69*'-~aQd   is  a  moft  unfightly  and  dif** 
trefsful  malady* 

Bridge- town  is  the  capital  of  the  ifland, 
aad  is  fituated  on  the  S.  W.  Bank  of  Carlifle 
bay,  which  is  one  of  the  fined  harbours,  for 
jQiipping,  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  but  is  not  con- 
fidered  to  be  fecure  during  the  hurricane 
feafon.  It  derives  its  name  from  the  circum- 
dance  of  a  royal  grant  of  the  ifland  having 
formerly,  been  made  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle. 
The  other  towns  are  Speights-town,  Aufiia- 
town,  and  Hole-town,  all  of  which  are  mucjU 
inferior  to  Bridge-town. 

Both  the  fcenery  and  the  population  of  tlie 
ifland  are  more  indebted  to  the  number  and 
variety  of  manfions,  cottages,  and  huts,  thickly 
fpotted  over  its  furface,  than  td  its  towns; 
which,  as  is  too  commonly  the  cafe  in  all  couii'^ 
tribes,  are  built  with  lefs  regard  to  general  ap^ 
pearance,  and  the  health  of  the  inhabitaatSy 
than  to  the  convenience  of  trade,  and  the  profit 
of  individuals* 

On.  all  quarters  of  the  ifland  are  feen 
numbers  of  ]9vindr mills,  ftore-faoufed,  and  Qtbw 
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lings  for  iiigar, 
of  planters,  the  fmaller  dwellings  of  cottagers, 
and  the  huts  of  negroes,  all  of  which  improve 
the  fcenery,  while  they  convey  the  idea  of 
cxtenfive  population,  and  delight  the  mind 
with  images  of  rural  enjoyment,  and  of  gene- 
rally diffufed  comfort  and  tranquillity.  The 
numerous  buildings,  together  with  their  pro- 
te(3ing  fliades  about  them — the  luxuriant 
tropical  vegetation — the  conftant  verdure  of 
the  fields— the  evergreen  foliage  of  the  trees — 
the  broken  irregular  hills,  lofty  mountains, 
and  cultivated  rich-yielding  plains — all  fur- 
rounded  with  extenfive  views  of  Ihipping,  and 
the  open  fea,  create  an  effed  more  varied  and 
interefting  than  is  often  to  be  met  with,  and 
contribute  to  render  Barbadoes  a  moft  plear 
fant  and  pifturefque  ifland  :  and  from  this, 
added  to  the  examples  I  have  given  you  of  the 
hofpitality,  and  friendly  urbanity  of  its  in- 
habitants, you  will  difcover  how  highly  it  ia 
calculated  to  call  forth  the  attention,  intereft 
the  feelings,  and  fecure  the  attachment  of 
thofe  who  vifit  it. 

In  fpcakjng  to  you  of  the  fituation  of 
Barbadoes,  it  occurs  to  me  to  notice  the  confii- 
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fion  which  has  arifea  in  ttie  miaik  of  hidivi< 
duals,  from  the  term  commonly  employed  n^ 
dtflihguilh  the  two  grand  divifions.  of  our  ex^ 
peditlom  To  difcriminate  what  is  literally 
the  windward  dxmj  from  that  intended  fbi^  Sti» 
Domingo^  we  hear  it  denominated  the  ^^  Lte^ 
wii>*^^IIland''  divifion,  than  which  it  had  bees 
difficult  to  have  found  a  term  more  pointed* 
ly  mcorredt*  If  the  diftindtioa  be  intended 
with  regard  to  thecourfe  of  tbe  trade  wind,  it 
fliould  have  beein  diredlly  the  reverfe,  foi  the 
iflands,  occupied  by  the  troops  of  what  is  called 
the  *•  LeewardASizxiA^  armament,  happen  with 
tefpejfl'to  St.  Domingo  td  be  every  one  very 
far  to  windward  !  If  the  term  regard  dnly 
the  common  nautical  divifion  of  the  Gbo^ 
ribbee  iflands  themfelves,  it  is  dill  inappro«» 
prkte^  for  the  windward^  no  lefs  than  the 
k6ward  of  thefe  iflands^  are  poii^flftd  by 
what  is  termed  the  leeward  army. 

Any  perfon  confulting  a  map  of  the 
Weft  Indies  muft  difcover  St.  Domingo  to  be 
among  the^  moft  leeward  of  the  iflands,  and^ 
would  neceffarily  be  led  to  conclude  that' the 
teeward-IJland  divifion,viM  the  St;  Domingo 
divifioo^  /.  e.  that  they  wejfe  fy^ionyniottSi  i^ 
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mo  One  could  Imagine  that  the  troops  occupp 
ing  Barbadoes,  and  the  more  immedlatelj. 
meigl^bouring  iflands,^  could  belong  to  an  ar« 
Hiy  deflgnated  "  Leeward^^  Jin  .  contradiftinc- 
tkm  to  the  army  of  St.  Domingo*  Perhaps 
the  terms  Charibbee  Ifland  divlfion.  and 
St.  Domingo  diviHon  had  been  more  accu- 
rate. 


Led  by  this  circumftance  we  have  takea 
fome  pains  to  inform  ourfelves^  which  are  the 
iflands  knownunder  the  tera>  ^'Leeward,'*  ao 
IDg  to  the  common  acceptation :  but  we  find 
this  to  be  a  queftion  of  difficult  folution  ;  aU 
i^bfl:  every  one  dividing  them  differently  I 
Scarcely .  any  two  perfons,  from  whom  we 
have  fought  int;elligence,  have  g^ven  the  fame 
reply ;  nor  does  it  feem  to  be  accurately  known 
whejre  the  line  (hould  be  drawn.  Some  re- 
gard  the  dijUindion  as*  refpe&ing  only  the  di^ 
redion  of  the  trade  wind  :  fome  derive  it  from 
the  courfe  taken  by  the  (hips  from  Spain  to 
C2arthagena  ;.  And  others,  from  various  other 
iburces  and  circumllances  }  yet  all  agree  that 
Barbadoes  is  the  moft  to  windward  ;  and  all 
allow  that  the  Charibbee  iflands  are  lefs  te 
leeward  thaa  St.  Domingo. 


«5 

But  to  return  to  my   notes  concerningi^ 
Barbadoes  !  I  have  before  remarked  to  you  the 
principal  variations  of  its  foil :  — near  Bridge-  ' 
town  it  is  of  rich  black  earth,  moftly  fpread  oa 
^bafe  of  calcareous  rock,  formed  of  madripores, 
and  other  marine    concretions  t  in  fome  dit* 
iriAs  it  is  of  a  red  earth,  of  greater  depth,  but  . 
lefs  rich  :  in  others  the  foil  is  of  a  light  whit- 
i(h  earth,  broken  into  a  grey-looking  mould, 
or  hardened  into  lumps  refembling  chalk — ^but 
adlually  confiding  of  indurated  argille,  bleach-  / 
cd  by  cxpofure  to  the  weather.  / 

From  this  variety  in  the  foil,  together 
with  that  which  attaches  to  iituation,  as  being 
flat,  or  mountainous,— proteded,  or  expofed, 
it  will  necelfarily  happen,  that  the  produce 
will  differ  in  different  parts  of  the  ifland  ^  and 
as  the  whole  has  been  long  under  cultivatipn,' 
it  is  manifeft  that  if  a  fupply  of  manure,  pro^ 
portionate  to  the  crops  obtained,  cannot  b^ 
procured,  a  degree  of  exhauftion,  bearing  a  cex^ 
tain  ratio  to  the  deficiency*  mult  refult, 

i 

0 

It  is  eftabliihcd,  from  the  mode  of  agri- 
culture adopted  in  fome  counties  of  England, 
t2}at*  by^  aa  adequate  fuppl]|[.of  manure,  Iao4 
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»ay  be  continued  in  a  conftant  round  of  cul- 
rivaiion,  yielding  as  prolific  crops  as  upon  its 
earlieft  culture  ;  and  this  is  now  found  to  be 
no  lefs  certain,  than  that  if  the  land  be  fubje£t- 
ed  to  continued  tillage,  without  fuch  fupply, 
it  will  be  fo  exhaufted,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
years,  as  not  to  give  fufficient  produce  to  com- 
penfate  Che  labour  and  expence  of  cultiva- 
tion. 


The  fame  fadls  equally  apply  to  Bar- 
badoes,  where,  if  the  artificial  fupply  be  not 
commenfurate  with  the  produce  removed  from 
the  land,  a  gradual  diminution  of  the  crops 
will  fucceed,  or,  in  order  to  have  thefe  in  their 
ufual  abundance,  the  acres  in  cultivation  mull 
be  reduced  to  fuch  a  number  as  the  ifiand  fliall 
be  capable  of  furniftiing  with  an  adequate  quan- 
tity of  manure ;  and  we  accordingly  find  that 
great  herds  of  a  fmall  fpecies  of  cattle,  moftly 
fleers ,  are  kept  upon  the  plantations,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fupplying  this,indifpen fable  addition  to 
the  foil.  Thefe  arc  employed  inftead  of  horfes 
in  the  heavy  labour  of  the  eftaie,  and  we  often 
fee  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  of  them  yoked 
in  a  waggon,  drawing  a  fingle  hbgfhead  of 
fugar,  or  feme  other  fmall   load,  fuch   as  in 
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jLondon  would  be  coaveyed  with  facility  bjc 
two  horfes  in  a  cart. 

hi  night  the  catde  are  penned  upon  a  bed  \ 
of  trafli,  colleded  from  the  refufe  of  the  canes 
and  other  wafte  materials  of  the  eflate,  hy 
treading  upoa  yirhich,  and  mixing  it  with  theic 
own  dungy  they  trample  the  whole  into  aa    y 
%feful  compoft  for  the  fields. 

It  neceflarily  follows  from  fuch  numbers 
of  tl^fe  c^tle  being  required,  for  the  purpofe 
of  manuring  the  land,  that  a  greater  fupply  p£  . 
beef  and  v^ea)  is  raifed  for  the  markets,  and  that 
frejQi  provifions  are  moM  plentiful  than  in  xxidk 
of  the  other  colonies.  Of  the  cuftom  of  buy* 
k^  .^e :  vesd  in  live  ijuarters  for  the  pot  I 
have  already  fpoken — and  I  may  now  remai;k 
that  the  beef  is.  too  commonly  killed  very 
young-^forming  neither  beef  nor  veal»  but  a 
&rmethifig  of  .flavor  and  appearance  betweesi 
thetwot. 

•    ■    < 

The  feaibns  here  are  not  (fiv^dcd  hata 
whtfw  an(2  fufiuiier,  but  iiito  wet  ^nd  diry ; 
ye£  (are  diey,  by.iK)  nueans,  what  many  from 
thdfe  tenns  wc«)d1>e£hev«f  ?ihp  m^  ixaagiae 
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Aat  half  the  year  is  drowned  with  iaeeflaot 
rain,  and  the  other  half  parched  ¥rith  coi^ane 
drought.  Such  a  conflxudion  of  the  terms  wet 
feafon,  and  dry  feafon,  though  not  unfre^uent, 
is  far  from  corred,  and  leads  to  a  very  ihaccu«i 
rate  idea  of  the  climate ;  for,  although  it  has 
been  the  dry  feafon,  during  the  whole  time  we 
have  been  at  Barbadoes,  we  have  fcarcely  had 
two  fucceflive  "days  without  refrefliing  rain  i 
although  the  (howers  are  not  fo  heavy  at 
this  period  as  at  that  of  their  greater  frequen- 
cy, termed  the  wet  feafon,  when  the  torrent 
which  falls  might  often  convey  the  idea  of  a 
fudden  rupture  of  the  clouds,  letting  fortl) 
their  waters  injtreams  to  the  earthi        •  * 

The  quick  evaporation  which  f&cceedd 
to  ratii  in  thefe  climates  creates  a  mbft  agree* 
able  and  refrefliing  coolnefs.  The  extreme 
ardor  of  the  fun '8  rays  is  alfo  counterafted  by 
the  ever- grateful  breezei  which  felsin  froiii  the 
fea  about  eight  or  nine  o^clock  in  the  morning, 
and  continues  throughout  the  day,  ceafingonly 
as  the  futi  fdriakes  us  at  evening  ;  wkeii  we 
are  again  defended  from  oppreifive  languor  by 

*  « 

a  breeze  fpringii>g  up  from  the   land.     This 
fets    in  as  the  fearbreeze  fublides,  and  di^ 
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verging,  as  it  were  from  a  central  point,  is 
felt  on  all  quarters  of  the  ifland. 

Without  thefe  beneficent  provifions  of 
nature  ixo  tropioJ  climate  could  have  heen 
habitable :  nor  does  that  great  parent  in  any 
thing  more  admirably  difplay  her  gujairdian 
care,  nor  more  ftrikingly  exhibit  the  uni- 
verfal  confiftency,  or  the  happy  order  and 
arrangement  of  her  works.  The  intenfe  heat 
between  die  tropics  muft  have  been  deftruc- 
tlve  to  animal  life,  had  not  an  antidote  been 
offered  in  the  refrefhing  trades  ;  which,  form* 
ing  the  fuite  of  a  burning  fun,  moderate. the 
e^ed^s  of  his.  too  effulgent  rays* 

The  day  is  nearly  of  equal  length  through- 
put the  whole  circle  of  the  year.     We  have 
none  of  the  ihort  dark  days  of  an  Englifh 
winter,  nqi;  of  the  ftill  (horter  light  nights  of 
^  3cotti£b  fummer.     Nights  of  one   or  two  \ 
hours,  and   days   of  fix  or  fevea   are   here    "^ 
equally  unknown :  until  neatly  the  hour  of  ' 
fix  fair  Aurora  opens  not  her  gates  to  Ipread 
around  her  eailem  beams,  and  folemn  Yefper, 
with    little   variation   throughout   the   year, 
cjofes  the  fpangled  brightaefs  of  the  weft 
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about  the  hour  of  fevcn.  Evening  is  kaxccly 
known.  The  fUn  traverfmg  faia  vertical 
courfe  finks  at  once  from  the  borixon,  and, 
refufing  his  oblique  beams  to  protraA  or  foften 
the  decline  of  day,  robs  us  of  the  gentle  ere- 
pufcttle  hour,  and  fuddenl^r  throws  around  all 
the  obfcurity  of  night. 

This  uniformity  of  the  diurnal  round 
fcarcely  exceeds  that  of  the  general  tempera- 
lure  of  the  climate,  which  brings  ns  one  per- 
petual fummer.  The  fields  and  the  trees  are 
always  green.  Live  nature  ever  fmiles.  Un- 
interrupted by  the  torpor,  of  winter  flie  is 
neither  chilled  with  froft,  nor  buried  in  fnow. 
But,  for  thefe  advantages,  we  forego  the 
Iprightly  delight,  and  genial  comfort  of  a  fiim- 
H>€r*s  evening,  the  all- animating  pleafnres  of  a 
Returning  fpring,  and  the  foft  and  placid  joysof 
gentle  twilight's  houn  Had  I  time  for  foch 
i!ifcuffi6ns,  I  might  here  enter  into  a  long  ^i- 
greffioniipon  the  comparative  excellence  of  the 
climate  we  have  left,  and  that  we  now  in- 
habit: yet  fhould  1  yield  the  palm  to  niy 
native  ifland,  for  of  all  the  deKghts  of  climate 
in  other  countries,  however  great  or  durable, 
1  know  none  that  can  iland  in  contpetitioii 
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vnth  the  fweet  and  animated  foftnefs  of  Eng- 
land'^ Tpring* 

Of  this  foul-enchanting  feafon  die  e& 
feft,  no  doubt,  is  much  heightened  by  its 
periodical  retqrn ;  and  from  its  fucceeding  to 
the  chilling  blafts,  and  all  the  long  and  dreaiy 
fufpenfion  occafioned  by  winter.  It  is  in  faft 
the  refafcitation  of  nature,  and  is  calculated 
univisrfally  to  enliven,— while  it  forms  the 
high  repaft  of  feeling  and  contemplative 
nunds. 

What  combination — what  fcenery  can 
man  contemplate  capable  of  affording  thie' 
tender  delight  felt  in  a  folitary  ramble,  acroft 
the  rich  and  neat  enclofures  of  England^  at 
the  happy  period,  when  nature,  reanimated 
by  the  genial  orb  of  May,  difplays,  in  gentflc 
mildnefs,  all  her  lovelieft  form,  and  regales 
every  fenfe  with  her  fofteft  banquets !  l^er- 
haps  noicene  is  known  fo  fweetly  grateful-^ 
none  that  fo  calms  the  bofom  with  foft  fee!« 
Ings  of  peace  and  comfort,  or  that  miiiifters 
iuch  copious  flreams  of  genuine  delight/  All 
around  unites  in  fweeteft  harmony.  The 
eye,  the  olfaftorics,  the  car,  the  very  fcnfes 
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pf  feeling,  and  of  tafte— all  are  gratified-. 
The  fields,  fpread  with  green-fhpoting  herb- 
age, appear  enchantingly  variegated  with  the 
cpwflip,  the  yellow  crPcus,  apd  the  daify. 
While  the  fleecy  herd  patiently  crop  the  fuc- 
culent  plant,  the  young  lambs  are  feen  fkip- 
ping,  innocent  and  playful,  at  the  fides  of 
their  datns.  The  hedges  protrude  the  ver^ 
dant  bud  and  fwelling  bloflbm  to  drefs  their 
chilly  nakednefs,  and  the  trees,  calling  off  the 
dull  coat  of  winter,  aflume  the  foft  livery  of 
the  feafon.  The  fragrant  odours  of  the  ap- 
ple bloflbm,  the  hawthorn,  and  the  violet 
are  exhaled  around — the  blackbird,  the  thrufh. 
and  the  nightingale,  warbling  foft  carols 
amidft  the  budding  buflies,  enchant  the- 
nar. The  very  organs  of  tafte  are  regaled 
with  freflxnefs  from  the  mild  falubrious  breeze  : 
and  to  the  whofe  frame  a  genial  feeling  1$ 
Imparted  \>y  the  foftering  rays  of  a  tempe^ 
tate-and  cheering  fun,  /     :     j 

,-     .  f      ■  ■■  .■ 

In  mental  retrofpefj:  do  I  oft-times  con- 
template a  fccne  wtfich  every  Englifliman  oi[ 
feeling  muft  have  frequently  enjoyed.  Taking 
hitn  frpm  the  bufy  hum  of  the  world,  my 
faincy  leads  the  Ipver  of  nature  into  the  en^ 
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dofed  fields  of  England,  in  one  of  the  mild 
motliings  of  ^ay,  and  feating  him  under  a 
grfeen-budding  hedge,  upon  a  mofly  and  fun-' 
warmed  bank,  furrounded  with  violets,  bids 
him  look  down  the  floping  mead  to  the 
crooked  brook  which  winds  in  gentle  current 
along  the  bottom,  and  there  behold  the 
thick  wood  of  the  oppofite  bank,  reflecting 
the  dark  femblance  of  its  branches  in  the 
ftream,  and  burfting  forth  its  prote<fling  fo- 
liage to  conceal  the  harmonic  fongfters  of  the^ 
feafbn/  It  alfo  direds  his  eye  to  t hi  green 
carpet  of  fbodting  herbage,  enriched  with  the 
tender  cdwflipand  the  humble  daify,  and  in- 
vites his  regard  to  the  playful  innocence  of 
the  young  lambkins  Ikipping  before  him. 
To  his  ear  it  conveys  grateful  melody  iti  the^ 
l^kating  of  di^ant  herds  ;  the  lively  whittling, 
qf  contended  hinds  j  or  the  happy  milk  tnaid'ft 
fimple  fong : —  even  the  loud  cawing  of  the 
rooks  perched  on  the  lofty  elms,  the  foft  note 
of  the  innocent  robin  hopping  under  the 
he(^ge,  and  the  very  chirpings  of  the  merry 
fparrow  excite  congenial  feelings,  and  im- 
prove the  general  harnjiony — while  the  bright 
fun,  occafionally  obfcured  by  fleeting  clouds, 
exhibits  the  varied  interchanges  of  light  and 
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ihadey  anii  gives  a  higher  intereft  to  all 
around.  Having  thus  placed  him,  appealing 
fancy  earaeftly  demands  if  any  thing  in  the 
eternal  fiimmer  of  other  regions  can  equal  the 
felt  delight — the  genial  harmony  of  foul  and 
ieotiment  infpired  by  this  tender  vernal  fcene  ? 

Some  fair  friends  of  ours  would  place  at 
liis  fide  the  miftrefs  of  his  heart,  and  thus 
give.  perfeAion  to  his  happinefs,  as  Buffon 
perfe&s  the  exiflence  of  hia  infant  of  matu* 
xity.  But  excufe  me,  ye  fair,  fhould  I  hazard 
the  fuggeftion  whether  to  be  left  alone,  to 
jthink  and  wifh  towards  her,  might  in  fuch  a 
fituation  be  lefs  foul-delighting ;  for  anticipa- 
tion is  fsdd  to  fweeten  our  higheft  joys,  and, 
perhaps,  it  were  the  very  life  and  eflence  of 
fiich-like  moments  to  feel  the  tender  privation 
of  having  yet  a  fomethingtowifh,  and  to  hope* 
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S^guhrity  ohferved  at  Bar  bathes  in  regard  to  rifing  and  gphtg 
t9  rejl*  Land  and  fea  breeze.  Diet  and  mode  of  Jervif^ 
the  table.  Planters  and  merchants  fimetimes  gronv  fat  * 
clerlsy  bool-ieeperSi  bfc.  ^ery  thsH'  Condiments  much  t^eL 
Plenty  deemed  a  greater  excellence  than  delicacy  of  a^ortment 
at  a  Barhad§es  fmft.  A  Weji  India  dinner.  Englifh  habit , 
§f  driving  ladies  from  the  dinner  table  praBifed  alfo  at 
Barbadoes*  Bad  arrangement  of  dinner  parties »-  Attend^ 
ants  of  the  iaUe  numerous.  Odour  of  the  Negroes  ejfenfvt* 
Stod  amdprovifioos  abundant  at  Barbadoes.  Ptrfoual  clothe 
ittg  ff  the  inhabitants — Bed  clothing*  Languid  pronunda" 
tion  of  Bariadoes  Creoles.  Concerning  the  fl ate  of  the  (laves • 
Old  and  decrepit  Negroes*  allowed  to  beg,  and  to  lie  about  tht 
Jhreets.  Firfi  example  cf  Jlaves  feen  by  the  author  and  Ms 
comrades.  The  Negroes  of  the  poorer  owners  difin* 
gui/hed  from  thofe  of  the  more  opulent.  Clothing  of  Jlaves^ 
Cotifiru^ion  of  their  dwellings,  Negroes  chilly  y  and  hover 
round  a  fire  in  the  evening  t^^are fond  offmoking  tobaccsm 
Foodiffued  to  theflaves.  Pepper  pat.  H^ursoftoH.  Di* 
ficiency  of  \nor(d  principle  among flaves. 

April  8k 

The  uniform  returns  of  day  and  night  ia 
this  dimate  appear  to  induce  a  regularity  <^ 
habit  in  the  hours  of  rifmg,  and  going  to 
reft.  It  is  common  to  leave  th^  pillow  at  (ix 
in  the  piorning,  and  few  perfons  remain  out 
of  bed  after   eleven  at  night*      The  cooleft 
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and  mod  pleafant  part  of  the  day  is  from  fix 
to  about  half-pad  feven  oVlock  in  the  morn- 
ning:  about  eight  an  oppreffive  clofenefs  is 
often  experienced,  arifing  from  the  decline  of 
the  land  breeze,  before  that  from  the  fea  has 
become  fufficiently  ftrong  to  difiuie  its  inffu- 
ence«  A  (imilar  period,  Kkewife,  occurs  at 
evening,  between  the  abatement  of  the  fea 
breeze  and  the  fetting  in  of  the  breeze  from 
the  land.  Some  days  the  clofenefs  of  thefe 
hours  is  fo  flight,  as  to  be  (carcely  perceptible, 
but  commonly  they  are  by  far  the  moft  op- 
prefllve  of  the  t wenty-foun 

Refpeding  the  mode  of  living  it  may  be 
remarked  that  in  all  countries  (aid  to  be  civi- 
lized, and  among  all  people  calling  themfelves 
cultivated,  too  much  of  time  and  attention  are 
devoted  to  the  biifinefs  of  eating  and  drinking. 
Perhaps  the  majority  of  difeafes  in  focial  life 
may  be  traced  to  this  fource.  Were  it  poffi- 
ble  to  convey,  in  a  fiugle  fentence,  the  fright-^ 
ful  train  of  ills,  the  melaacholy  interruptions 
of  healthf  and  the  immenfe  confumption  of 
time,  thus  produced,  men  would  be  fhocked 
to  read  it !  They  would  be  terrified  to  behold 


X\it  magnitude  of  art  dbufe,  to  ivhich,  tthKccd- 
ing^  they  had  fp  long  been  devoted.  This 
remark  but  too  correctly  applies  to  the  ifland 
irqin  whence  I  am  addreffing  you,  atid  wherej 
from  the  degree  of  indolence  induced  by 
tropical  heat,  the  ingefta  taken  to  excefs  may 
be  expeded  in  a  peculiar  degree  to  opprefs  the 
human  frame/ 

Tfa^  people  of  Barbadoe3  ate  much  ad- 
didcd  to  the  pleafures  of  the  table.    We  hav^ 
fometimes  thought  that,  In  eatings  they  might  • 
put  to   the  blufh  even  the  turtle  countenances 
of  our  London  fat  citizens.  ' 

The  breakfaft  ufually  confifts  of  tea  and 
coffee,  or  chocolate,  with  eggs,  ham,  tongue^ 
or  other  cold  meat.  Bread  is  feldom  ufed> 
but  fubftitutea  are  found  in  roafted  yams  ot 
eddoes,  both  of  which  a  good  deal  refemble 
roafted  potatoes.  They  are  ufed  hot,  and 
eaten  with  butter,  which  is  fometii^es  made 
in  the  country,  but  more  frequently  barrel!^ 
and  brought:  from  Ireland  ;  that  made  in  the 
iiland  being  of  cream-like  foftnefs,  and  not 
idways  of  good  flavoF4  In  the  courfe  of  the 
forenoon  are  ufqd  £ruits,  or  fandwkhes,  with 
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free  libations  of  punch  and  fangaree.  Im- 
mediately preceding  dinner,  which  is  ufually 
at  an  early  hour,  are  taken  punch  and  niarf- 
dram.  The  dinner,  for  the  mod  part,  is  ,pro- 
fufe,  and  many  hours  are  commonly  palfed  at 
table  in  full  and  bufy  occupation. 

After  a  more  than  plentiful  confumption 
of  food,  a  free  indulgence  in  fruit,  and  a 
bounteous  fupply  of  wine  and  other  good 
liquors,  to  crown  the  repaft,  the  appetite  and 
thirfl:  are  further  provoked  by  a  difh  of  fprats, 
or  other  broiled  fifli,  and  a  large  bowl  of  milk 
punch*  Tea  and  coffee  are  next  ferved-— 
and  laftly  comes  the  fupper,  which  forms  no 
trifling  meal.  After  this  the  bottle,  the  glafs, 
and  the  punch  bowl  know  no  reft,  until  the 
(ilent  hour  when  Morpheus,  with  rival  powers, 
dethrones  the  Bacchanalian  god* 

From  the  nature  of  the  climate  we  had 
cxpeded  to  have  found  the  inhabitants  men 
of  meager  figure,  half  diffolved  in  pcrfpiration, 
and  exhaufted  almoft  to  fliadows :  nor,  indeed, 
are  fuch  figures  rare,  but  they  are  to  be  found, 
mofUy,  among  the  clerks,  the  book-keepers, 
and  thpfe  orders  of  white  people  below  the 
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managers — thofe  who  are  employed  in  adive 
and  bufy  occupation,  and  have  but  little  time 
to  devote  to  indolence  and  the  luxuries  of  the 
table.  Among  the  merchants  and  planters 
are  many  of  as  fat  and  portly  figure  as  well- 
fed  aldermen ;  to  whom,  indeed,  they  are 
fcarcely  fecond  in  Epicurean  devotion. 

We  obferve  that  condiments  are  ufed  very 
generally,  and  in  great  quantity.  Adting  as 
ftimulants  they  appear  to  have  the  efFeft  of 
caufing  the  relaxed  and  enfeebled  flomach  to 
receive  and  to  digtft  more  than  it  would, 
otherwife,  require — more,  indeed,  than  it 
would,  otherwife,  take.  The  various  fpecies 
of  red  pepper,  known  in  England  under  the 
commlon  term  Cayenne^  are  ufed  in  quantities 
that  would  feem  incredilile  to^'people  of  colder 
climates. 

A  mixture  of  food  is  often  taken,  of  a 
nature  fcarcely  lefs  heterogeneous  than  is 
commonly  confumed  at  the  varied  feaft  of  a 
French  appetite ;  and  with  this  melange  of 
folids,  are  ufed  wine,  punch,  porter,  cyder, 
noyeau,  and  other  good  liquors  in  free  ltba«- 
tion— -yet  are  there  fpecimens  of  health  and 
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vigour,  amidft  all  thefe  indulgences,  which 
might  ftagger  the  dodrines  of  the  advocates 
of  abftemioufnefs. 

In  the  order  of  the  feaft  plenty  more  pre- 
vails than  elegance.  The  loaded  board  groans, 
nay  almoft  (inks  beneath  the  weight  of  hof- 
pitality.  That  delicacy  of  arrangement  how 
fludied  in  England,  under  the  term  osconomy 
of  the  table,  is  here  dcen^ed  a  lefs  perfedion 
than  a  fuhftantial  plenty.  Liberality  is  more 
cfteemed  than  delicacy  in  the  fupply ;  and 
folids  are,  fomctimcs,  heaped  upon  the  table 
.  ifi  a  crowded  abundance  that  might  make  a 
London  fine  lady  faint. 

The  repaft  not  unfrequently  confifts  of 
different  kinds  of  fi{h — a  variety  of  foups — a 
young  kid — a  whole  lamb,  or  half  a  (heep — 
feveral  difhes  of  beef,  "or  mutton — a  turkey — 
a  larg^  ham— guinea  fowls — and  a  pigeon  pie  j 
with  various  kinds  of  puddings;  a  profuiion 
of  vegetables;  and  multitudes  of  fw^ets.  I 
was  lately  one  of  a  fmall  party,  inhere,  pre- 
cifely,  this  dinner  was  ferved,  and  where  the 
half  of  a  fheep,  kicking  its  legs  almoft  in  the 
face  of  the  mafter  of  ih€  hoiife,  adorned  th« 
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bottom  of  the  table — forming  the  moft  jia- 
feemly  diftx  I  ever  behelfl. 

Perhaps-wemsiy  find  it  to  be  common  to 
the  Weft  Indi'esj  tm\,^^itfierfo^  it  ^has  appeared 
to  us  peculiar  to  Barbadoes--^td*put;qixMtiMJ  / 
three  or  four  large  fubftantial  puddings  of  diC-'  *' 
ferent.  kinds,  and  four  or  five  diflies  of  the 
fame  fort  of  meat,  differently  drefled.  Unac- 
cuftomed  to  this,  an  Englifli  eye,  on  looking 
into  the  dining  room,  is  furprized  at  the  con- 
tinuation of  mutton,  mutton,  mutton,  pudding, 
pudding,  puddings  from  one  end  of  tjhie  table 
to  the  other,  and  which  the  crowd  of  other 
good  things  fecms  to  render  unneceflary. 

-  The » generous  board  h  often  fupplied 
wholly  from  the  produce  of  the  eftate,  jtnd  on 
the  occafion  of  giving  an  entertainment  it  is 
not  unufual  to  kill  an  ox,  a  fheep,  or,  literally, 
the  fatted  calf:  hence  it  occurs  that  various 
difties  of  the  fame  kind  of  food,  under  dHFe- 
rent  form*,  fometimes  make  up  the  principal 
part  of  the  dinner,  andj  thu8,  it  becomes  eit^ 
plained  why  we  fometimes  fee  upon  tables  at 
the  fame,  time,  roafted  mutton,  mutton  ragout, 
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boiled  mutton,  mutton  chops,  and  a  mutton 
pic.  The  puddings  moftly  ufed  are  of  citron, 
coco-nut,  yam,  lemon,  and  cuftard,  and  do 

great  credit  to  the  Barb^dpe«'f6okery-book. 

_____  •»•  \  **  '  •    "»- 

The  defert .  -  is;*;:q'ot  lels:  plenteous  than  the 
l\  j^Ofi^ty.ionfrftmg  of  a  variety  of  fruits,  and 
preferves,  fcrved  in  crowded  fupply.  The 
bottle  and  glafs  pafs  freely,  and  the  fluids 
are  in  full  proportion  to  the  folids  of  the  feaft. 

The   liquors  moft   in    ufe   are  Madeira 
and  claret  wines,  punch,  fangaree,  porter,  an<J 
cyder.     Punch  and  fangaree  are  commonly 
taken  as  the  diluents  of  the  morning.     The 
latter  forms  a  moft  delightful  drink.     A  glafs 
of  it,  taken  when  parching  with  thirft,  from 
heat  and  fatigue,  may  be  ranked  among  the 
higheft  gratifications  of  our  nature  !  At)fuch 
a  moment,  a  draught  of  fangaree  approaches 
nearer,  perhaps,  to  god-like  nedar,  than  any 
I    other  known  liquor.     It  confifts  of  half  Ma- 
\    deira  wine  and  half  water,  acidulated  with 
1    the  fragrant  lime,  fweetened  with  fugar,  and 
i    flavored  with  nutmeg.     A  ftronger  fort  of  it 
is  fometimes  drank  under  the  fuperlative  name 
oi  fangrorum    This  diflfers  from  the  former^ 
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only  iti  containiog  a  greater  proportion  of 
wine.    '  ^ 

The   too  prevalent   Englifti   cuftom   of 
fending  away  the  ladies,  or,  according  to  the 
'  politer  term,  of  the  ladies  retiring  after  dinner, 
for  the  gentlemen  to  enjoy  their  bottle,  prevails 
alfo  at    Barbadoes;    and,  we  have  thought, 
even  to  a  greater  extreme  than  in  England. 
They  leave  us  very  foon  after  dinner,  and, 
often,  we  fee  no  more  of  thera  during  the 
evening.     Frequently  they  do  not,. even,  join 
us  before  dinner  ;  but  we  find  them  all  aflem- 
bled,  at  the  head  of  the  table,  when  we  enter 
the  dining  room ;  and,  even  there,  we  have 
little  of  their  company,  for  the  party  is  often 
fo  badly  arranged,  that  we  have  fcarcely  more 
of  the  fociety  of  the  ladies,  and  the  people  of 
the  illand,  than  if  we  had  remaind  on  board 
fliip.     Inftead  of  the  different  perfons  being, 
pleafantly,  intermixed,  it  is  too  common  to  fee 
the  ladies  grouped  together  in  a  crowd  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  table — ^the  officers  and  ffa:an-» 
gers,  juft  arrived  from  Europe,  placed  at  one 
fide, — and  the  gentlemen  of  the  ifland,  who 
are -mutual  and  familiar  acquaintances,  at  the 
othet  ftde— implying  that  it  is  confidcred  a 
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hile.of  politemefs  to  place  each  perfon  neareft 
to  thofe  with  whom  he  is  beft  acquainted* 
But  this  arrangement  confines  the  converfa- 
lioa  of  tech  ^dtfod^  too  miich,  to  thofe  with 
whom  he  is  in  the  daily  habit  of  aflbciating. 
^To  mfe,  it  is  always  a  difappointmenty  for  I 
can  converfc  with  my  comrades  in  my  ufual 
Toand^  when  ftrangers  ace  not  nigh ;  but^  when 
tihrown  into  fociety^  in  a  foreign  country,  I 
ikli^ays  ifecl  a  defire  for  the  converfation  of  the 
|)eople  reiiding  therein,  expedting  to  obtain 
information  from  them,  both  of  the  country 
itfelf,  and  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms  gf  its 
inhabitants. 
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.The  attendants  at  the  dinner  table  are 
?rery  numerous.  In  additioa  to  thofe  of  the 
&milyvalmoil  every  gentleman  has  his  own 
jfiave ;  and»  Jthus,  it  often  happens  that  the 
totim  i|B  quite  crowded  with  fable  domeftics, 
jvJipfe  furfaces  emit  ati  odoUr  not  lefs  favory 
tjh^n  the  riebeft  diflies  of  the  board.  How 
49ng.  is  m^y  be  before  our  olfadtorie^  become 
jre^pqciJed  to  this  highrfe»foning  of  a  Weft 
Ja4i4  feaft  I  cannot  conjiadlure  9  but^  at  pre* 
fent,  we  find  it  extremely  ofFenfiYe,  Poor 
Iv5fi{ler  i9    pc|U?«ljMr|jr   annoy^a  hf  1%^  and 


i^i^ayfe  takcB  eare  to  obtaia  i  feat  as^  thach  to 
windward  as  pbffible*  Cleghoni  and  myfclf 
fufFer  no  lefi  frotn  a  moft  filthy  cuftom  of  the 
negroes-— of  taking  a  plate  from  the  fide-board^ 
before  it  k  wanted,  and  ftanding  with  it  under 
the  armv  ready  to  give  it  the  moment  a  change 
b  required.  On  account  of  this  dirty  habit, 
we  are  obliged  to  attend  with  eagle  watchful* 
nefs  to  avoid  receiving  as  a  clean  one,  a  plate 
which  aflavc  has  been  holding  for  forae  time 
cltifely  pi*cffcd  to,  certainly,  not .  the  fweeteft 
part  of  his  naked  ikin. 

In  Its  fupply  of  frefli  provifions,  pftrrticu- 
larly  what  is  here  termed j/?(?ri,  fuch  as  poultry 
and  the  like^  Barbadoes  exhibits  a  degree  of 
plenty  Unknown  in  the  neighbouring  ifland$» 
This  would  feem  to  be  the  happy  effefl:  of  aU 
lowing  the  flaves  to  raife  poultry  for  fa!6; 
together  with  there  being  a  number  of  fmafi 
iettlers,  diftributed  about  the  country,  who 
iind  their  fupport  chiefly  in  breeding  ftock  fot 
the  markets.  Poultry  has  been  our  principal 
food.  Turkies,  guinea  fowls,  and  chickens, 
we  have  had  in  great  abundance.  When  we 
arrived,  in  the  month  of  February,  they 
W^re   fold    in   the   public    market  at  little 
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more  than  |i  bit  (about  5  Id.)  per  pound,  but 
from  the  increafed  demand  confequetitupon  the 
arriyal  of  fo  many  troops,  and  fuch  crowds  of 
{hipping,  the  price  is'  now  raifed  to  nearlj  dou* 
ble..  The  Mofcovyducks  are  alfo  bred  in  great 
numbers  upon  the  Ifland,  and  ate  fo  large  as  to 
appear  like  geefe,  when^refled .  for  the  table. 
Next  to  poultry  they  \have  veal  and  pork  in 
the  greateft  plenty.  In  Bridge-town  they  have 
alfo  a  fifh'-market,  which  at  times  is:  well  fup- 
plied,  but  not  fo  regularly,  as,  from  the  infular 
fituation  of  the  country,  might  be  expedcd* 

OiFtheimmenfe  quantity  of  poultry  raif- 
ed on  this  little  ifland,  you  will  form  fome 
idea,  when  I  tell  you  that  not  only  the  fliips 
of  war,  and  the  tranfports,  but  raoft  of  the 
Weft  India  trading  fliips,  recruit  their  ftock  at 
Barbadoes  ;  and  that. in  addition  to  this  con- 
ftant  and  extenfive  drain  it  furnifhes  occaiional 
fupplies  to  the  other  iflands.  Since  we  have 
been  iq  Carlifle  bay,  we  have  feen,  at  various 
times,  great  quantities  of  ftock  fhipped  for  the 
Ifland  of  Martinique. 

In  point  of  clothing  the  people  of  Barbae 
does  deviate  lefs  from  the  habits  of  England 
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than  the  dilFereiice  of  climate  would  feem  to 
warrant.  Their  drefs  refembles  that  worn  in 
our  more  northern  latitude,  being  for  the  moft 
part  a  cloth  coat,  with  white  cotton  waill* 
coat,  and  nankeen  pantaloons.  In  fome  in*^ 
fiances  people  of  very  a£live  employment,  ^or 
thofe  who  arc  much  expofed  in  the  fields,  have 
the  whole  futt  made  of  nankeen.  Their  night 
clothing  feems  more  appropriate  to  the  great- 
er heat  of  climate  than  the  apparel  of  tljc 
day.  It  is  common  to  fleep'  on  a  hard  mattrefs 
in  a  long  cotton  fhirt,  without  any  other  cover*- 
ing,  except  in  tha  cooleft  feafon,  when  they 
make  the  flight  addition  of  afimple  cotton  (heet 


One  of  the  moft  prominent  charaderif- 
tics  of  the  ifland  is  the  tedious  languor  in 
which  the  people  of  Barbadoes  pronounce 
their  words.  Nothing  perhaps  is  more  annoy- 
ing to  ftrangers.  To  convey  to  you,  by  the 
pen,  any  idea  of  their^  manner  of  fpeafcing,  is 
utterly  impoffible : — to  be  comprehended,  it 
muft  be  heard.  The  languid  fyllables  are 
drawled  out  as  if  it  were  a  great  fatigue  to  ut- 
ter them  ;  and  the  tortured  ear  of  an  European 
grows  irritable  and  impatiebt  in  waiting  for 
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the  end  of  a  word,  or  a  fenteace.  *^  How  you 
do  to  da — aj^^  fpoken  by  a  Barbadian  creole^ 
confumes  nearly  as  much  time  as  might  fuf- 
fice  for  all  the  compliments  of  the  morning  ! 
nor  18  this  wearifome  pronunciation  confined 
to  the  people  of  colour  only.  It  occurs,  like- 
wife,  among  the  whites,  particularly  thole  who 
have  not  vifited  Europe,  or  refided  for  fome 
time  away  from  the  ifland.  In  the  fame 
lengthened  accent  do  the  lower  orders  of 
Barbadians,  in  unreilrained  impetuous  rage, 
pour  forth  vollies  of  uncommonly  dreadful 
oaths,  which,  in  their  horrible  combinations 
and  epithets,  form  imprecations  fo  ftrikingly 
impious,  as  to  entitle  them  to  the  merit  of 
peculiarity. 

In  manner,  alfo,  and  in  movement,  as 
\irell  as  in  fpeech,  a  degree  of  indolence  and 
inadipn  prevails,  beyond  what  might  be  expect- 
ed, merely  from  heat  of  climate,  and  which 
has  in  it  a  fomething  extremely  annoying  to 
JBuropeans. 

The  Hate  of  the  negroes  in  Barbadoes 
vnries,  as  the  ftate  of  Haves  muft  ever  do,  ac- 
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cording  to  the  difpofition  and  circumftances 
of  the  mafter.  Under  fuch  beacvolent  and 
humane  chara£ters  as  Mr.  Waith,  and  many 
others  whom  we  have  vifited,  they  may  juftly 
feel  themfelves  a  favored  race,  for  their  fitua- 
tion  might  be  envied  by  the  poor  of  nations^ 
where  freedom  is  better  known  !  But  under 
fevere  and  cruel  mafters  it  becomes  a  flate  of 
ceafelefs  vexation,  and  mifery. 

On  the  very  important  queftion  of  general 
flavery  I  do  not  feel  that  my  experience,  hi- 
therto, in  the  Weft  Indies  either  warrants  mc 
to  fpeak  with  confidence,  or  enables  me  to  judge 
with  accuracy.  But  I  will  take  care  to  note  fwr 
you  fuch  fads  as,  from  time  to  time,  (haU  occur 
to  my  obfervation,  and  may  fonj^  day,  perhaps, 
obey  your  commands,  by  giving  you  the  re- 
flexions they  create  in  a  feparate  letter. 

Very  much  to  the  difcredit  of  l^arbadoea 
numbers  of  old,  difeafed,  decrepit  negroes,  at 
once,  objedsofcompaffion,  andof  hprrdr,  are 
feen  lying  at  the  corners,  or  begging  about  th^ 
ftreets.  This,  like  the  toleration  of  the  fwarnvs 
of  mendicants  in  England,  is  an  evil,  and  a 
nuif^nce,  for  which  there  is  no  excufe.    If  thefe 
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poor  unforttinate  negroes  are  free,  they  fliould 
be  relieved  by  a  general  tax  upon  the  ifland  : 
if  flaves,  the  law  (hould  compel  every  mafter 
to  provide  for  his  own.  Should  the  laws  of 
humanity  be  infufficient,  and  thofe  of  juftice 
inadequate,  a  law  of  ccrercion  fhould  conflrain 
the  unfeeling  owner  to  proted  and  cherifh  the 
being,  whofe  youth  and  vigour  have  been  ex- 
pended for  his  benefit ;  and  who,  having  worn 
out  his  days,  in  the  heavy  toils  of  bondage, 
is  grown  aged  and  infirm  ! 

What  canl>e  fo  unworthy  !  whatfo  culpa^^ 
ble  or  difgraceful,  as  the  cruel  inhumanity  and 
fordid  injuftice,which  render  a  mafter  capable  of 
neglecting  in  old  age,  the  flave  from  whom  he 
has  exacted  all  the  labour  of  youth,  and  all  the 
vigour  of  manhood  !  Perhaps  nothing  pout- 
trays  in  more  melancholy  demonftration,  the 
poffible  depravity  of  the  human  heart  !  No 
longer  able  to  exert  himfelf  to  his  owner's  pro- 
fit, the  aged  flave  enfeebled  by  years,  and  ex- 
haufted  by  toil:,  is  left  tohtghis  yam  from  door 
to  door  ! — abandoned  by  his  cruel  mafter  he 
is  a  penfioner  upon  promifcuous  charity, 
or  is  allowed  to  f^ll  a  prey  to  difcafe,  and  to 
want! 


in 

Without  fome  compulfory  law  the  flaves 
of  the  avaricious  and  of  the  lower  orders,  who 
are,  themfelvcs,  fcarcely  removed  from  indi- 
gence, muft  ever  be  fubjeft  to  this  hard  lot  of 
rieglc(3:  and  cruelty.  ■ 

The  firft  fpecimen  we  faw  of  Weft  India 
negroes — the  firft  example  of  flaves  was  Angu- 
larly calculated  to  imprefs  us  with  fentiments 
of  companion  and  difguft.  It  occurred  at  the 
very  moment  too  when  the  impreffion  would 
be  moft  powerful,  and  confequently  will  ever 
r6main  indelible.  Immediately  on  our  coming 
to  anchor  in  Carlille  bay,  a  woman  appeared 
alongfide  the  ftiip  in  a  fmall  boat  with  fome  bad 
fruit,  tobacco,  fait  fiflh,  and  other  articles  of 
traffic.  She  was  ro\ved  by  two  negroes,  who, 
'  we  learned,  were  her  flaves.  Two  fuch  obje<3:s 
of  human  form  and  human  mifery  had  never 
before  met  our  eyes  !  They  were  feeble,  mea- 
ger, and  deje£ted — half-ftarved,  and  half- 
naked  ;  and,  in  figure,  too  accurately  refembling 
hungry  and  diftempered  grey-hounds !  They 
crouched  upon  their  heels  and  haunches  in  the 
boat — their  naked  bones  almoft  pierced  their 
filthy  and  eruptive  fkins— their  wafted  frames 
trembled  with  debility— and  while  their  hol- 
lo 
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low  eyes  and  famifhed  countenances  rendered 
them  ghaftly  images  of  horror,  their  whole 
appearance  fhocked  humanity,  and  appalled  the 

fight ! Are  thefe,  we  exclaimed,  what  are 

called  (laves  ?  Is  this  the  ftate  to  which  hu« 
man  beings  are  reduced  inbondagc?— AflBifting 
and  cruel  indeed  !  Well  may  flavcry  be  deemed 
a  curfe !  Can  it  be  poffible  that  thefe  fpeftres 
once  w^re  men !  Are  fuch  the  objeds  we  are  to 
fee — are  thefe  the  wretched  and  deplorable 
beings  who  are  to  appear  every  day,  and  every 
hour  before  our  eyes  I  Forbid  it  humanity  i 
forbid  It  heaven! — Such-  was  the  apoftrophe 
of  the  moment,  and  I  feel  a  fmcere  gratifica- 
tion in  being  able  to  inform  you  that  the  me- 
lancholy fubjcds  of  this  firft  impreffion  were 
not  cprred  fpecimens  of  the  general  mafs  of 
ilaves.  Still  is  it  grievous  that  any  fuch  cx-» 
amples  fliould  be  f«en,  but  we  hope  to  find 
them  only  rare  inftanccs,  for  we  learn  that  the 
large  gangs  of  negroes  kept  by  the  great 
merchants,  and  the  planters,  are  generally 
treated  with  kindnefs  and  humaxHty,  and  ap- 
pear contented  and  in  comfort. 

But  it  is  eafy  to  diftinguifh  the  flaves  of 
the  opulent  and  refpe£table  inhabitants  from 


thofe  bf  thfc  poor  and  needy  people  of  die 
tdwn.  The  latter,  bcihg  in  poverty  them- 
felves,  can  only  give  to  their  negroea^d  fcanty 
allowacice  of  food,  whilfe  theit  indigence  in- 
ducifc  them  to  exad  an  over-proportion  of 
l&boun  Henfce  the  flaved  of  this  clafs  of  peo^ 
pie  appear  too  often  with  iharp  bode&  and 
htingry  flavid  countenances,  having  eruptions 
about  the  body,  And  their  fkiris  of  an  unheal- 
thy  obfttfc^e  hue«  Their  general  appearance- 
indeed  is  dirty  and  unwholefdme,  and  Utila^ 
iiigly  marks  their  negleiSed  ftate.  Want  and 
wretchednefs  are  deeply  ftamped  in  every  line 
of  theit  perfons — ^and  they  may  not  inaptly  be 
faid  to  refeihble  the  worn-out  horfe,  or  the- 
ftarved  and  jaded  afs,too  often  feen  trembling 
under  a  heavy  burden— or  reeling  in  an  old 
tattered  cart  upon  the  roads  of  England. 

It  is  not  the  praalce  to  loid  the  flaves 
with  fuperfluity  of  clothing. — ^A  fliirt,  and 
a  pair  of  breeches,  or  only  the  latter,  for  the 
men ;  and  a  fmgle  petticoat  for  the  women, 
conftitute  the  whole  apparel. — Bedding. and 
bed-clothes  find  no  place  in  their  lift  of  ne- 
ccflSiries  :  they  ufually  fleep  on  a  hard  plank^ 
mthe  clothing  of  the  day.    jElepofe  ig  both 

VOLt  !*•  I 


f  ■ 


114 

eofbred  add  fweetened  to  them  by  labour — 
and  the  Kead  needs  no  pilk>w  but  the  arm* 
Some  who,  by  means  of  induftry  and  oecono* 
my,  are  more  advanced  in  their  little  com- 
forts,  procure  a  kind  of  matting,  a  paillafie 
of  plants  leaves,  or  fome  other  fpecies  of 
bedding,  to  defend  them  from  the  rough 
plank ;  but  this  is  an  indulgence  felf-atiained, 
not  a  neceilary  provided  by  the  mafter.  The 
architedure  of  their  little  huts  is  as  rude  aft 
it  is  iimple.  A  roof  of  plantain  leaves,  with 
a  few  rough  boards,  nailed  to  the^coarfe  pil- 
lars which  fupport  it,  forms  the  whole  build- 
ing.-—The  leeward-fide  is^  commonly  left  in 
part  open,  and  the  roof  projeds  to  fome  dis- 
tance over  the  door-way,  forming  a  defence 
againft  both  the  fun  and  the  rain. 

Not  withftanding  the  great  heat  experienced 
by  Europeans,  the  negroes  feel  the  evenings 
chilly,  and  we  frequently  fee  them  crowding 
round  the  bit  of  fire  which  they  make  for  cook- 
ing their  fupper.  This  is  commonly  in  the 
open  air  niear  to  the  door  of  the  hut  j  but  th^y 
femetimes  place  it  upon  the  middle  of  the 
dirt  floor  withinfide  the  building  — where 
t^ey  fecoi  tQ  h%ve  grqat  enjoy ownt  itk  %ttat- 
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ting  round  it,  amidft  the  thick  cloud  of  fmoke, 
to  whifF  additional  fumes  from  the  (hort  pipe 
or  fagar,  and  Xjo  join  in  loud  and  merry  fong. 

Smoking  is /an  univerfal  cuftom  among 
thenu  In  order  to  be  at  All  moments  pro- 
vided for  this  enjoyment,  they  carry  in  their 
breeches  pocket  a  fhort  pipe,  about  ati  inch  ia 
/  length  from  the  bowl ;  or  inftead  of  this  a 
leaf  of  tobacco  rolkd  into  a  fagar.  Very 
often  the  pipe  is  fo  fhoit^  or  the  fagar  fp 
clofely  fmoked  away,  as  to  be  in  danger  of 
burning  the  nofe,  or  even  the  lips.  I  have 
frequently  feen  them  fmoking  with  the  pipe 
fo  fhort  as  to  hold  it  in  the  mouth  by  prefling 
with  the  lips  upon  the  lower  part  of  the  bowL 
They  often  kindle  their  pipes  from  one  an- 
other's mouths,  by  putting  bowl  to  bowl  and 
nofe  to  nofe,  and  fmoking  into  each  others 
eyes,  until  the  tobacco  has  taken  fire. 

The  food  of  the  negroes  is  iflued  to  them 
weekly,  under  the  infpedion  of  the  manager, 
Jf,  is  very  fimple  and  but  little  varied  j  break- 
fall,  dinner,  and  fupper  being  fimilar  to  each 
other,  and  for  the  moil  part  the  fame  through* 
out  the  year.     It  cQnfifts  moftly  of  Guinea 
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corn^  with  a  fmall  bit  of  fait  ifteat — or  fait 
fifh.  Formerly  a  bunch  of  plantains  was 
given  to  each  Have  as  the  weekly  allowance  ; 
but  the  plantain  walks  being  moftly  worn 
out,  this  is  become  an  expenfive  provifion. 
Rice,  maize,  yams,  eddoes,  and  fweet  po- 
tatoes form  an  occafional  change,  but  the 
Guinea  corn  is,  commonly,  iflued  as  the 
weekly  fupply  ;  and  in  order  to  obtain  fome 
variety  of  food,  they  barter  this  in  exchange 
,  for  other  provlfions,  or  fell  it  for  money,  and 
with  that  buy  fait  meat  or  vegetables.  We 
occafionally  fee  them  offering  the  Guinea 
corn  for  fale  ;  and  on  being  afked  why  they 
fell  it,  they  thus  exprefs  themfelves — "  Me 
no  like  for  have  him  Guinea  corn  always  ! 
Mafia  gib  me  Guinea  corn  too  much — Guinea 
corn  to-day — Guinea  corn  to-morrow — Gui- 
nea corn  eb'ry  day — Me  no  like  him  Guinea 
com — him  Guinea  corn  no  good  for  gnhyaam." 


The  weekly  fupply  being  ilTued  to  them 
on  the  Sunday,  it  becomes  their  own  care 
how  to  hufband  it  fo  as  to  have  a  fufficiency 
of  food  until  the  following  Sabbath.  Thofe 
whb  are  induftrious  have  little  additions  of 
their  own,  either  from  vegetables  growa  oa 
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the  fpot  of  ground  allotted  to  them,  or  pur- 
chafed  with  the  money  obtained  for  the  pig, 
the  goat,  or  other  dock  raifed  about  their  huts 
in  the  negro  yard. 

A  meft  of  pottage,  or  very  hot  foup, 
called  pepper-pot,  is  one  of  their  favdrite 
difhes,  and  one  indeed  which  is  generally 
^deemed  by  the  inhabitants,  and  by  ftrangers* 
It  is  prepared  by  dewing  various  kinds  of  ve- 
getables with  a  bit  of  fait  meat,  or  fait  fifh, 
^nd  feafoning  it  very  high  with  capficum,^ 
or  fome  fpecies  of  the  red  pepper.  The 
vegetable,  called  fqualhes,  is  much  ufed  in 
thefe  pepper  pots.  Bread,  which  is  efteem- 
ed  fo  efTential,  and  held  as  the  fiaff  of  life 
by  the  people  of  Europe,  is  unknowa  among 
the  (laves  of  the  Weft  Indies :  nor,  indeed, 
is  it  in  common  ufe  among  their  mailers, 
but  they  find  very  excellent  fubftitutes  in  the 
yam,  the  caffada,  and  the  eddoe, 

« 

The  common  round  of  labour  of  the 
flaves  is  from  fun-rife  to  fun-fet,  having  inter- 
vals of  reft  allowed  them,  at  the  times  of 
breakfaft,  and  dinner. 
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The  negroes  are  'generally  fad  thieves ; 
they  appear  to  know  no  fenfe  of  honefty. 
Ignorant  of .  all  moraT^Tpriftciple,  they  fteal 
without  feeling  any  fenfe  of  wrong,  and  with- 
out any  apprehenfion,  except  that  of  being  de- 
tected. The  planters  are  obliged  to  employ 
one  or  two  of  the  moft  trufty  of  them  in  the 
csipacity  of  watchmen  to  guard,  by  clofe  and 
conftant  attention,  the  orchards,  plantain  walks, 
provifion  ftores,  and  the  like,  from  the  depre- 
dations of  their,  own  and  their  neighbour's 
flaves.  Although  they  have  no  i^fcmorfe  in 
ftealing  whenfoever  and  wherefoever  oppor- 
tunity offers,  ftill  they  feel  peculiarly  prone 
to  robbing  their  mafters ;  and  this  they  do 
not  even  confider   a  theft,  as  is  too  evident 

by  an  cxpreflion  very  cotnmon  amsOng  them, 

' .  •  •  •     ■  '     .      •      ^^ 

viz.  "  Me  HO  tUf  him :   me  take  bim  from 
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Concerhing    the   elephantiafis^    or    endemtal   malady   ^ 

Barbadoes. 

April  p. 

IN  fpeaking  to  you  of  the  exemption .  of 
Barbadoes  from  great  and  deftru^ive  fi!ck«» 
nefs,  I  remarked  that,  although  it  efcaped  foifie 
general  ills,  it  was  vifited  with  an  afBidive  ma<^ 
lady  peculiarly  its  own.  As  this  forms  a  cfera* 
raderiftic  feature  of  the  country,  and  caniiot 
but  attract  th^  notice,  and  excite  the  curiofitf 
of  ftrangers,  you  would  not  excufe  me  were  I 
to  neglefli  oflSbring  you  a  few  wordi^  upcm  the 
fubjed. 

The  difeafe  is  the  ^/^i&j;?//^/—- called  b j^ 
fome  the  ^^  glandular  difeafe ^^  hnt^  by  the  maii|r^ 
defignated  fimply  the  ^^  Barbadoes.  difeafe^  It 
commonly  appears  in  the  form  of  an  enormous 
and  frightful  enlargement  of  one  or  both  Itgs ; 
but  occafionally  aiFeds  other  parts,  particularly 
the  fcrotum,  which  becomes  increaiibd  to  a 
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furprizing  bulk.  Whea  onc<;  eft^blifhed,  It  i| 
extremely  difficult  to  remove,  and  for  the  moft 
pa^  proves  to  be  inciirable.  It  afieds  the  ge- 
neral health,  lefs  than  might  be  expected,  and 
frequently  exifts  for  many  years  without  feem- 
iQg  materially  tp  ipopair  the  cpnftitution ;  qf- 
ten,  indeed,  the  perfpn  attacked  with  it  b^ars  it 
about  throughout  the  remainder  of  a  long  life. 
It  i$  moftly  feen  among  the  negroes,  but  it  is 
too  common  alfo  amoqg  th^  qreole  whites, 
and  even  fuffers  not  the  Europeans  to  efcape. 
Although  fo  frequent  in  Barbadoes,  as  to  be; 
held  in  2^  great  degree  peculiar  or  endemial;^  it 
is  not  i^hblly  confined  to  this  country  :  fome; 
inftances  of  being  feen  ^in  the  neighbouring 
iilands.  .      '  ' 

/ 

It  would  feem  not  to  have  been  fo  prey^* 
lent  as  it  now  is  from  any  very  diftant  period 
of  tinie;  for  about  the  year  1760  died  at 
Barbadoes  a  man  named  Francis  Briggs,  more 
comnionly  known  by  th?  fictitious  appellatioci 
of  Chriflopher  Columbus,  who,  from  the 
uncommon  and  npkonftrous  appes^rance  of  his 
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legs,  had  been  reprefented  as  the  bug- bear  or 
objed  of  terror  for  the  purpofe  of  frightening 
Qhildren. 
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Male  and  female,  young,  middle-aged, 
and  old,  black  and  white,  are  now  all  fubjei^ 
to  its  s^ttack ;  and,  in  walking  th^  ftreets,  the 
eye  is  diftreffed,  at  almoft  every  corner,  witl^ 
.the  appearance  pf  thi^  hideous  deformity* 


The  difeafe  ufually  begins  with  an 
tion  of  the  inguinal  glands,  from  whence  4 
red  ftrea^,  or  line  of  inflammation  e^t^nd* 
4own  the  limb,  in  the  diredion  of  thp  lym- 
phatic veflel?;  the  part  affected  becoming 
tumefied,  and  taking  on  a  fhining  and  oedema- 
tons  appearance.  The  fwelling  gradually  oc* 
(:upies  the  whole  of  the  leg,  increafing  until, 
in  many  inftances,  the  limb  is  mpre  t^ian 
double  its  ordinary  fi:fe.  The  fkin  aflumes  a 
inorbid  appearance,  grows  rough  and  fcaly,  or 
is  covered  with  irregular  wart-like  rifings* 
In  fome  cafes  deep  belt^  or  indentations  ap- 
pear in  various  parts  of  the  tumor,  as  if  fornied 
by  the  preflure  of  ligatures :  in  others  the 
fwelling  bulges  out  in  a  number  of  irregular 
protrufions ;  fometimes,  from  extreme  diften« 
iion,  the  (kin  ruptures  or  breaks  into  cracks 
and  fiflures,  and  a  watery  fluid  oozes  out, 
which  on  expofure  to  the  air  grows  gelatinous 
upo^  the^fUrface.  The  foot  frequently  parts^ke^ 
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of  the  difeafe :  but  in  many  cafes  the  im- 
menfe  tumor  of  the  leg  terminates  abruptly  at 
the  ancle,  haiiging  over  the  foot  in  knotty, 
and  fcaly  excrefcences.  The  deformity  thus 
becomes  diverfified— the  enormous  bulk  of 
leg  appearing  under  a  variety  of  unfecmly  and 
difgufting  forms.  As  the  enlargement  in- 
creafes,  the  whole  extremity  becomes  hard  and 
fcaly  ;  and  the  diftended  fkin,  which,  at  firft, 
indented,   grows    thick    and   qomeous,    and 

wholly  refifts  the  preffure  of  the  finger. 

« 

It  has  been  found  on  diffeftion  that,  from 
the  effufed  lymph  which  originally  caufed  the 
tumor  having  become  coagulated  and  harden- 
ed, the  fubftance  of  the  enlarged  limb  has 
aflunjed  an  appearance  not  unlike  brawn — the 
morbid  fkin,  and  the  cellular  membrane  under 
it,  having  grown  into  a  tough,  horny,  and 
almoft  cartilaginous  confidence. 

From  this  unfightly  malady  being  moftly 
accompanied  with  fever  of  an  intermittent 
type,  we  often  hear  it  termed  "  the '  fever  and 
ague.*'  Indeed  from  the  periodical  returns  of 
the  paroxyfms,  and  from  the  tumefadtion  fuc- 
cceding  to  tham,  the  difeafe  has  been  very 
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generally  confidered  only  as  an  effeGt  refulting 
from  intermittent  fever.  The  practice,  faid  to 
be  fuccefsful  in  removing  it,  fecms  alfo  to  be 
founded  upon  this  view  of  it.  Regard  being 
had  to  the  fever  as  the  original  affe<Slion,  the 
clephantiafis  is  confidered  only  as  "a  fequel,  and 
the  curative  means  are  direded  folely  to  the 
removal  of  the  febrile  fymptoms  :  which  being 
efFe£ted,  by  antimony  and  the  bark,  the  patient 
is  fent  for  a  time  to  fome  other  iiland,  by  way 
of  change  of  cliniate,.in  order  to  prevent  a  rc- 
lapfe.  No  particular  attention  is  paid  to  the 
tumor,  which,  on  the  fever  being  removed,  is 
expeded  gradually  to  fubfide.  But  fometimes, 
inftead  of  receding,  it  remains  ftationary,  or 
is  increafed;  or  if  it  did  fubfide,  is  renewed  on 
any  future  recurrence  of  the  fever. 

*  •  ■         •  » 

Often  a  return  to  Barbadoes  brings  a  re- 
turn of  the  interraiitent,  and  a  confequent 
addition  to  the  enlargement  of  the  already, 
thickened  extremity  ;  and  from  the  attacks  of 
the  difeafe  recurring  in  frequent  repetition, 
there  remains  no  way  of  preventing  it  from 
being  eftablifhed  into  an  unfeemly  deformity, 
but  by  feeking  the  remedy  of  a  more  tempe* 
rate  climate.     Frequently  the  diforder  feems 
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to  be  entirely  fubdued  by  a  few  years  refl^ 
tknce  in  England,  yet  again  recurs  on  the 
patient  returning  to  Barbadoes. 

Some  regard  the  difeafe  in  a  diredly  op^ 
pofite  point  of  view,  confidering  the  glandular 
tumor,  with  its  attendant  inflammation  of  the 
lymphatics,  as  the  primary  afiedion,  and  the 
fever  merely  as  fymptomatic.  It  is  not  con- 
fiftent  with  my  prefent  purpofe,  nor  does  ex- 
perience warrant  me  to  enter  more  minutely 
into  this  queftion  ;  but  I  may  offer  you  a  few 
extracts  of  cafes  wherefromyou  will  be  enabled 
to  colled):  a  more  juft  and  accurate  idea  of  the 
commencement,  and  the  progrcfs  of  thi^ 
iingular  and  diftrefling  malady, 

"  Mr.  Daniel  Maffiah,  aged  fifty- three,  of 
the  Jewifh  religion,  was  a  very  healthy  boy 
till  eighteen,  when  he  was  attacked  with  a  dif- 
eafe, which  at  that  period  was  very  unufual 
indeed.  Without  any  known  caufe,  he  com- 
plained of  a  forenefs,  and  fwelling  of  the  left 
groin.  When  he  had  felt  this  about  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  he  was  feized  with  the  cold  fit 
of  fever ;  a  burning  hot  fever  fucceeded,  which 
was  followed  by  profufe  fweating.  The  whole 
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IJiai^bkyfrri  wa^  dccdmpanied  with  Violeilt 
pains  of  the  head  and  back,  and  great  ficknefs 
at  the  (lotnach^  and  reaching.  This  firft  at^ 
tack  left  vety  little  fwellihg  in  the  left  ancle. 
From  this  fit,  f6r  thfe  four  following  years,  he 
had  this  difeafe  in  the  fame  mknner  about 
Once  a  month,  with  a  gradual  increafe  of  the 
left  leg ;  fo  that  it  became  eighteen  or  twenty 
inches  round  the  calf.  After  he  was  twenty^ 
twd  years  of  age,  the  attacks  Were  fiv4,  fix^ 
feven,  or  eight  times  each  year.  From  the 
yfear  1 764,  being  then  about  thirty-fix,  he  has 
been  irregularly  attacked,  fometimes  in  the 
right,  and  fometimes  in  the  left  leg.;  each 
time  the  legs  were  left  larger  and  larger.  At 
the  age  of  thirty-nine  the  right  leg  was  confi« 
derably  increafed  in  fize.  In  the  centre  of  the 
calf  of  this  leg  there  arofe  a  lump  as  big  as  % 
goofe's  egg,  which  burft  of  itfelf j  and  difehar^ 
ed  a  fluid  as  clear  as  water,  in  large  quantity. 
The  fwelling  abated,  but  each  fucceeding  at- 
tack left  the  leg  fo  increafed  in  bulk,  that  at 
this  time  it  meafures  thirty-fix  inches  in  every 
part  of  the  leg,  from  below  the  knee  to  the 
ancle.  The  feet  of  both  legs  are  of  their  na- 
tutal  fize.  The  left  leg  meafures  twenty-fix 
incheSt    The  fwelling  is  very  fmooth,  except 
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en  the  right  hed,  where  there  are  great  excref- 
cences^  which  have  the  appearance  of  large 
corns,  or  warts.  The  increafe  of  the  legs 
leems  to  have  been  fo  gradual,  that  he  has  not 
been  in  the  l^ft  ienfible  of  it ;  nor  has  he  ex- 
perienced any  other  inconvenience  from  the 
difeafe,  except  when  he  has  been  weakened  by 
iicknefs,  and  then  he  feels  his  legs  heavy." 

**  During  the  firft  fixteen  years  of  his  being 
fubjedl  to  the  difeafe,  the  local  afiedtions  were 
always  evident.  Since  that  time,  /•  c.  for 
about  twenty  years  paft,  but  more  particularly 
lately,  he  has  fcarcely  been  able  to  determine 
whether  the  local  fymptoms,  or  the  cold  fk 
came  on  firft.  He  fays,  that  lately  he  finds 
the  firft  local  fymptom  to  be  a  purple  hue  on 
the  finger  nails,  and  a  great  coldnefs  in  th^ 
palms  of  the  hands.  His  appetite  is  very  good, 
every  funftion  of  life  is  uninterrupted,  and 
he  has  been  free  from  every  other  difeafe." 

"  Mr.  P — ,  aged  twenty-fix,  a  native  of 
Barbadoes,  has  been  fubjeft,  fince  the  age  of 
eleven,  to  the  glandular  difeafe.  It  firft  at- 
tapked  him  with  a  fwelling  of  the  leg  and 
thigh,  which  he  perceived  in  the  morning  on 
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rifing  frombed.  "tht  fwelling  of  the  extremity 
was  uniform,  and,  except  a  little  paia  which 
he  felt  in  the  groin,  where,  on  examination,  the 
glands  were  found  enlarged,  was  not  attended 
with  the  leaft  mark  of  inflammation,  or  feve?. 
This  enlargement  continued  for  about  fourteea 
days,  when  he  was  feized  with  the  regular 
paroxyfm  of  fever ;  which  w^s  however  pre^ 
ceded  by  a  red  ftreak  in  the  thigh,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  affedion  of  the  inguinal  glands.  A 
violent  inflammation  of  theleg  and  thigh  imme- 
diately preceded  the  hot  fit,  and  continued  for  ^ 
feven  or  eight  days.  This  difeafe  left  a  great 
degree  of  fwelling,  which  has  continued  wit^i 
little  variation  ever  fince.  About  tvto  ycara 
after,  the  attacks  being  frequent,  he  was  adr 
vifed  to  change  his  climate,,  and  accordingly 
weot  to  England,  where  hia general  health  wa* 
much  improved.  During  his  flay  ther^, 
which  was  about  eight  months,  he  had  no  frefli 
attack  of  the  glandular  difeafe ;  but  the  ear 
largement  continued  nearly  the  fame.  Soon 
.  after  his  return  to  Barbadoes,  he  had  a  re- 
gular attack  of  the  glandular  di^feafe,  which 
lafled  as^  long,  and  was  as  fevei:e  as  thofe  he 
^  had  experienced  before  he  went  to  England. 
Thefe  returns  co«]btiJaibe<t  fy^  iibveral  years  to 
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be  very  frequent,  but  lately  have  been  much 
diminilhed,  both  in  number  and  feverity." 

"  The  hiftory  of  the  patient's  cafe,  whofe 
leg  I  difTeded,  as  far  as  I  could  inform  myfelf, 
■Was  as  follows  : — She  had  laboured  under  the 
■glandular  difeafe  for  ten  years  :  the  firft  at- 
tack was  at  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  was  at- 
tended with  feveh  At  every  return  fhe  found 
her  leg  much  inflamed,  increafed  in  fize,  ftiff, 
contracted,  and  gradually  enlarged,  till  it  be- 
came fo  enormous  as  to  be  extremely  trouble- 
fome.  She  then  applied  to  me  to  perform 
'  amputation,  of  which  fhe  recovered;  but  was 
Toon  after  feized  with  the  fame  difeafe  in  the 
J>ther  leg,  and  died  in  confequence  of  it  *," 

Different  opinions  have  been  held  re- 
fpefting  the  origin  of  this  fmgular  afFe£tion. 
From  it  being  moft  frequent,  or  firft  obferved 
among  the  negroes*  many  have  believed  it  to 
be  imported  with  them  from  the  Ihores  of  Afri- 
ca. But  this  opinion  is  divefted  of  probability, 
by  the  extraordinary  prevalence  of  the  difeafe 
at  Barbadoes,     Were  it  brought  by  the  flaves 


*  Hendy  on  the  glandular  difeafe  of  fiaibadoes. 
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from  Africa,  It  would  be  equally  common  In  tho 
other  iflands  ;  and  not  being  infe£tious^  would 
not  be  feen  among  the  white  Creoles,  or  the 
Europeans.  It  is  undo.ubtedly  the  indigenous 
offspring  of  the  ifland,  and  poflibly  is  connefit- 
ed  with  a  peculiarly  arid  ftate  of  the  atmof^ 
phere;  for  in  the  iflands  (hadowed  with  thicK 
forefls  and  vegetation, it  iSftill unknown,  andhdis 
only  growii  common  at  Barbadoes,  in  propor- 
tion as  its  woods  have  been  removed,  and  th6 
furface  of  the  ifland  left  unflieltered. 

Except  oh  its  early  attack,  or  at,theperi^ 
dds  of  acute  relapfe,  the  difeafe  is'attetiddd 
with  little  or  no  pain,  arid  the  enlargemetii 
fometimes  proceeds  fo  gradually,  as  for  the 
perfon  himfelf  to  be  in  a  degree  infenlible 
of  it.  He  walks  about  as  ufual,  and  apt- 
pears  to  fuffer  but  little  inconvenience,  either 
from  the  additional  bulk,  or  the  great  increafe 
of  weight.  Hence  it  is  often  lefs  affli<9:ing 
to  the  individual,  than  pffenfive  to  others.  It 
is  extremely  repugnant  to  the  fight  j  and  as 
the  negroes  go  about  the  fl:reets  with  thefe  dif- 
eafed  limbs  expofed  to  every  eye,  Europeans, 
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but  recently  arrived,  arc  extremely  annoyed 
by  their  filthy  and  monflrous  appearaiice. 

Perhaps  nature  has  not  formed,  nor  can 
the  human  mind  conceive  an  objedt  at  once  fo 
difgufling,  and  fo  pitiable,  as  an  oldh^lfrfamifh* 
ednegrowoman — ofwitheredframe — tottering 
und  trembling  about  with  her  loofe  and  naked 
Ikin  hanging  fhrivelled  in  deep  furrowed 
wrinkles  ;  and  dragging  after  her  one  or  both 
legs  grown  into  an  Immenfe  bulk  of  hideous 
difeafe — her  feet  only  toes,  protruding  from 
this  huge  mafs  of  diftempered  leg.  Yet  fuch 
are  the  objects  too  often  feen  hobbling  zhow\ 
tl^e  flreets  of  Sridge-town  ! 
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Farms  in  Barbadoes  tertiud  plantations  or  iflatiS.     Poor  tot^ 
tagirs.     Native  Barbadians*     Their  extravagant  epinion 
concerning  the  importance  of  the  i/land.     Examples  in  proof 
that  the  negro  form  and  colour  are  not  the  mere  confequenci 
of  climate  and  locality* 

April^  I  p. 

As  planter  here  fuperfedes  the  title  of  farm- 
er fo  does  plantation  that  of  farm.  The  land 
is  cultivated  in  a  number  of  divifions,  which 
in  Europe,  might  receive  the  common  nanle 
of  farms,  but  in  Barbadoes,  they  are  termed 
plantations,  or  eftates. '  Of  thefe  the  diftin- 
guifhing  appellation  is  not  derived  from  the 
name  of  the  exifting  pofleflbr  j  but  from  fpm^ 
fpecific  title  long  lince  accorded  to  them,  or 
from  the  name  of  the  original  poffeflbr,  or  of 
the  family  to  whom  they  have  for  many  years 
belonged.  Thus  a  perfon,  going  to  vilit  Mr; 
Hollingfworth  or  Mr  Waith,  would  not  fay  " 
he  was  going  to  Mr.  Waith's,  or  Mr.  HoUirigf- 
M^orth's,  but  to  "  Colleton's/'  gr  to  ^  Spend- 
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love"  ;  thefe  being  the  names  by  which  the 
eftates  have  long  been  knovvrn. 

Befides  the  great  number  of  hofpitable 
xnanfions  found  on  the  large  plantations,  in  the 
different  parts  of  the  country — many  humble 
dwellings  attract  the  notice  of  the  traveller, 
and  improve  the  general  fcenery  of  the  ifland. 
Of  fome  of  thefe  I  have  before  fpoken.  They 
are  the  cottages  of  a  poorer  order  of  wrhite 
people — of  obfcure  individuals,  remote  from 
the  great  clafs  of  merchants  and  planters,  and 
who  obtain  afcanty  livelihood  by  cultivating  a  ^ 
fmall  patch  of  earth,  and  breeding  up  poultry,  or 
what  they  term  ftock  for  the  markets.  They 
arc  defcendcd  from  European  fettlers,  but  from 
misfortune,  or  mifcondudl,  in  fome  of  the  race, 
are  reduced  to  a  ftate  far  removed  from  inde- 
pendence ;  often,  indeed,  but  little  fuperior 
to  the  condition  of  free  negroes. 

Curiofity  has  led  us  to  vifit  feveral  of  thefe 
families,  and  we  find  that,  throughout  many 
generations,  their  predeceffors  have  lived  con- 
ftantly,  in  the  ifland.  Some  have  not  been 
able  to  trace  back  their  pedigree  to  the  period 
.when  their  anceftors  firft  arrived,  and  therein 
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fore  have  no  immediate  thought  or  regard,  corf- 
cerning  the  mother  country ;  but  abftrafkedly 
confider  themfelves  only  in  the  detached  fenfe 
of  Barbadians,  fondly  believing  that  in  the 
fcale  of  creation  there  can  be  no  other  country, 
kingdom,  or  empire  equal  co  their  tran- 
fcendant  ifland — to  their  own  Barbadoes:  and 
hence  the  adage  "  What  would  poor  old  Eng^ 
land  doy  were  Barbadoes  tofqrfake  her  P^^  The 
fame  fpirit  of  attachment,  and  of  preference 
is  alfo  betrayed  in  the  common  expreffion, 
*'  neither  Charib  nor  Creole^  but  true  Barbadtar^^ 
—thus  proudly  ^iftingnifhing  themfelves  as 
the  true-born  natives  of  the  ifland  which  they 
confider  fuperior  to  all  others.  They  do  not 
even  admit  themfelves  to  be  Creoles^  but  they 
are  "  Barbadians" — afomethingdiftinftand  fu- 
perior— a  fomething  different  from,  and  unlike 
the  inhabitants  of  the  other  Weft  India  iflandsl 

The  pride  attaching  to  this  fentiment,  I 
have  before  remarked  to  you,  has  diffufed  it- 
felf  even  to  the  negroes,  who  now  loudly  echo 
the  boaftful  term, — "  me  Badian  /** 

In  the  part  of  the  ifland  near  the  tat 
pits,  we  happened  to  call  in  at  a  fmall  hut,  or 
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cabin,  where  we  met  with  a  large  family  of 
Barbadian  cottagers ;  and,  with  all  the  inqul- 
(itivenefs  of  ftrangers,  we  addrefled  the  good 
people  in  a  multitude  of  interrogatories,  and 
were  highly  gratified  with  their  replies.  They 
were  living  amidft  the  mountains,  apparently' 
{hut  from  the  world,  and  but  feldom  expofed 
to  the  intrufion  of  ftrangers.  The  old  dame 
p{  the  houfe  was  nearly  feventy  years  of  age. 
Wt  found  her  occupied  in  playful  attentions 
with  two  of  her  grand  children — two,  of  feven, 
of  the  offspring  of  her  daughter.  Making 
incjuiries  refpefting  the  old  woman's  hiftory 
we  learned  th^t  fhe  could  trace  back  her  fa- 
mily in  regular  lineal  defcent,  as  far  as  her 
great  grandfather,  the  fucceflbrs  of  whom 
have  never  removed  from  Barbadoes  j  fo  that 
the  children  we  here  faw,  were  to  a  certainty 
as  diftant  as  the  fixth  generation,  and  pro- 
bably much  more  remote,  in  dire£t  defcent, 
from  parents  who  had  always  lived  in  the 
torrid  zone*  One  of  the  children  was  about 
fix— -the  other  eight  years  old*  In  fairnefs  of 
Ikin,  in  feature,  and  in  figure,  they  might 
have  been  miftaken  for  children  born  in  Eng- 
land,  or  any  other  temperate  climate* 
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!4eir  Hilioughby  hill  we  met  vfritii  At' 
bther  cottage  family^  regularly  defcended 
from  Britifti  parents,  of  long  ftatidlng  in  the 
ifland,  and  having  all  the  features,  and  gene- 
ral appearance  bf  Europeans.  The  fathier  of 
this  family  was  fixty  years  old^  and  fome  of 
his  predeceflbrs  had  lived  to  tipwards  of 
ninety  yfears.  We  could  not  trace  the  pedi- 
gree fo  accurately  as  in  the  othei?  family— 
but  this  probably  was  not  lefs  ancient,  the 
old  man  having  no  knowledge  but  of  his  Bar^ 
.badian  predeceflbrs^  and  not  knowing  when 
they  firft  came  to  the  ifland.  T^^  occupa- 
tion of  this  family  was  that  of  planting  a  fniall 
fpot  of  land  with  ginger,  and  raifiilg  ftock  to 
^11  at  Bridge-town  market.  They  were 
poor,  like  the  others,  and  compelled  to  labour 
much  in  full  expofure  to  the  fun.  Like  the 
negroes,  too,  their  diet  confifted  chiefly  of 
Vegetables. 

At  the  fort,  commanding  the  entraricel  of 
Carlifle  bay,  are  living  a  man  and  his  wife, 
both  natives  of  Barbadoes^  whofe  anceftors 
for  generations,  beyond  all  that  tradition  has 
traced  to  them,  have  refidcd  confl:antly  in  the 
inland  ;   fitting  round  the  mother  we  faw  fivij 
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fine  children— their   offspring,  of  face   and 
form  as  fair  ^s  the  faired  Europ^nis. 

Thcfe  fadls  (land  in  diredl  oppofition  to 
the  fpeculative  do&rines  of  thofe  who  derive 
the  various  colours  of  the  human  race  from 
cKmate  or  locality  of  refidence,  together  with 
the  concomitant  circumftances  of  diet,  and 
mode  of  life.  Confifteat  with  fuch  opinion 
it  'follows  that  the  ofispring  of  Europeans, 
4iving  conflantly  in  the  torrid  zone,  and,  more 
^particularly,  if  ufing  the  fame  diet,  and  ex-^ 
pojfed  to  fimilar  habits,  and  occupations,  muft 
4egenerate,and,in  future  ages, become  negroes* 

The  three  families  above-mentioned  are^ 
undoubtedly,  of  the  fifth  or  fixth,  or,  per- 
haps, a  ftill  more  diftant  generation,  in  di- 
Te£):.  lineal  defcent,  firom  parents,  originally, 
Englifh ;  but  whofe  offspring,  through  every 
race,  to  the  prefent  children,  have  always  re- 
iided  between  the  tropics.  They  have,  more- 
over, lived  in  circumftances  of  mediocrity, 
expo;fed  to  labour,  and  to  the  full  influence  of 
climate  ;  or  have  known  only  the  abode  of 
poverty,  and  by  needy  fortune  have  been 
compelled  to  ufe  a  diet  very  fimilar  to  that  of 
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the  Africans.  Yet  is  there  not  an  individual 
among  them,  who,  either  in  fiorm,  feature,  or 
colour  has  made  even  the  flighteft  approach 
to  that  change,  which  a  conftant  refidence, 
through  fo  many  generations,  muft  have  eC- 
feded,  were  their  defcendants,  of  future  ages, 
to  become  of  negro  form,  and  hue. 

Allowing  this  change  of  our  fpecies  to 
be  as  flow  and  gradual  as  the  warmeft  advo- 
cate of  the  doftrine  might  fuppofe,  it  were 
impoffible  for  the  mind  to  conceive  a  period, 
when  the  offspring  of  Europeans  would  be 
broiled  into  perfedl  negroes,  if  no  fort  of 
commencement — no  mark  whatever  of  devia- 
tion— nor  any  approach, to  the  converfion, 
could  be  traced,  either  in  the  features,  or  the 
Ikin,  of  thofe  of  the  fifth,  or  fixth,  or  per- 
haps of  the  eighth  or  ninth  generation  ;  after 
a  refidence,  too,  in  the  fucceflive  races,  of 
nearly  two  hundred  ye^rs  under  a  tropical 
fun,  and  being  expofed  to  mofl  of  the  other 
caufes,  faid  to  promote  the  expedted  revolu- 
tion of  their  friimes ! 

V  •      '. 

I 

Children  born  in  England  have  not  fairer 
fldns,  nor  features  more  corre£lly  Europeaoi 


Thfe  ydurigcr  have  all  the  cherub  face  aftd  fofril 
of  the  lovely  fmiling  babes  of  a  temperiatcS 
climate.  Thofe  more  advanced  are  thinner,  and 
bear  about  them  more  of  that  languor,  which 
univerfally  refults  from  long  refidence  in  great 
and  conftant  heat ;  but  flill  have  they  no  kind 
of  approach  to  the  thickened  lip^ — the  large 
mowh— the  projeding  countenance-^the  flat- 
tened  nofe— -the  lengthened  head — the  woolly 
hair— -or  the  dark  fkin  of  the  negroes. 

The  opinions  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
iiland  feem  to  be  all  againfl:  the  idea  of  fuch  a 
convcriion  of  the  human  body,  and  we  are 

affured  that  multitudes  of  families,  in  addition 

■ 

to  thofe  we  have  feen,  now  live  in  Barbadoes, 
who  in  progreflive  defcent,  through  fuccef- 
five  generations^  for  nearly  two  hundred 
years,  have  refided  in  the  ifland,  without  the 
llighteft  change  being  perceptible  in  their  oflf- 
i^pring  of  ^e  prefent  day. 

To  whatever  age  the  parents  may  have 
lived,  it  is  remarkable  tliat,  although  the  face 
and  hands  ihall  have  become  brown,  from  im- 
mediate exppfure  to  the'fun^  the  other  parts  of 
their  bodies  remain  whit^  and  unchanged  \  and 
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not  the  foftcfl  (hade — not  the  flighteft  tinge  of 
the  acquired  darknefs  of  hands  or  face  is  com- 
municated to  the  defcendants— the  children 
being,  invariably,  born  as  perfect  whites  as 
thofe  of  Europe.  If,  therefore,  it  could,  for 
a  moment,  be  admitted  that  merely  the  tanned 
countenance  were  an  approach  to  the  negro 
ftate,  this  being  completely  extinguiflied  ia 
each  fucceeding  race,  it  could  never  advance 
beyond  the  feeble  change  efie£ted  in  a  fingle 
generation. 

But  the  very  ftrong  and  incontrovertible 
fa£t  with  refped  to  the  American  Indians, 
militates  fo  decidedly  againft  this  doctrine  of 
converfion,  that  fcarcely  another  argument  can 
be  neceflary  to  its  refutation.  Although  living 
for  unknown  ages  under  the  fame  parallel  of 
latitude  as  the  Africans,  and  expofed  to  pre- 
cifely  (imilar  habits  and  occupations,  not  aa, 
individual  of  them  has  ever  been  known  to 
turn  negro,  either  in  fkin  or  feature.     Nor, 

• 

itideed,  would  it  be  lefs  reafonable  tq  expert 
that  the  negroes  of  Africa,  or  thofe  of  the 
Weft  India  iflands,  fhould  change  to  Indians, 
than  that  Indians,  or  Europeans,  (hould  be 
converted  into  Africans ! 


\ 
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No  accurate  tidings  at  Barbaioes  tf  the  approach  of  the 
Port/mouth  Convoy.  Symptoms  of  the  troops  moving.  Drs* 
Henderfon  and  Cave  ordered  to  remain  in  charge  of  the 
Jich  of  the  St.  Domingo  divifion.  Author  cautions  his  friend 
not  to  lijlen  to  the  alarming  rumours  of  ficknefs^  and  death. 
Great  numbers  in  hofpital-^their  maladies  mild,  and  Eu- 
ropean-^not  endemic.  Author  luitnejfes  a  cafe  of  yellow  fever 
in  company  with  Dr.  JachfoH. 

April  ii. 

Could  it  bave  been  foretold  tbat  on  tbe  nth 
day  of  April  the  people  of  Barbadoes  would 
have  remained  wholly  ignorant  regarding  the 
fituation  of  an  immenfe  fleet  of  fliips  which 
failed  for  that  ifland,  from  England,  in  the 
month  of  November  preceding,  the  myftcries 
of  the  prophet  Brothers  had  fcarcely  been  held 
more  abfurd!  Yet  fo  it  is,  for  all  here  ftill 
continue  in  total  darknefs  refpediing  the  Portf- 
mouth  convoy  !  But  fome  fymptoms  of  mov- 
ing are  now  exhibited,  which  feem  to  indicate 
that  the  troops  already  arrived  will  not  be 
longer  detained  inactive.  « 
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Among  other  marks  of  approaching  fer- 
vic'e,  we  have  been  called  upon  for  a  general 
return  of  the  fick,  and  it  appears  in  orders  that 
Drs.  Hcnderfon  and  Cave,  vsrith  a  detatchment 
of  our  ftafF,  are  to  remain  at  Barbadoes  ia 
charge  of  the  hofpitals  appropriated  to  the  St. 
Domingo  divifion;  and  I  may  add,  with  re- 
gret, that  we  are  likely  to  leave  thefe  gentle- 
men bufy  duty,  the  fick-lift,  particularly  of 
the  Cork  divifion,  being  very  numerous.  In 
confequence  of  many  of  the  (hips  arriving  in 
a  fickly  ftate,  our  hofpitals  became  crowded 
as  foon  as  they  were  erefted,  notwithftanding 
our  having  the  further  accommodation  of  con- 
verting fome  of  the  barracks  into  fick  wards. 
But  we  have  now  in  fome  meafure  relieved 
the  hofpitals,  by  forttiing  a  fmall  encamp- 
ment and  putting  the  convalefcents  under 
canvafs. 

We  expert  that  you  will  hear  from  vari- 
ous quarters,  and  read  in  all  the  neWs-paper* 
fad  hiftories  of  difeafe  and  death,  but  let  me 
caution  you  not  to  believe  that  we  are  all 
dying,  or  that  the  yellow-fanged  monfter  it 
let  loofe  amongft  us.  Should  it  be  told  you 
that  more  than  a  thoufand  Tick  are  already  in 


142 

f 

the  hofpltals,  be  not  deceived  into  a  belief 
that  fo  many  are  about  to  become  the  victims 
of  dimate,  and  yellow  fever ;  nor  fufFer  yonr- 
felf  to  be  perfuaded  that  the  whole  of  us  have 
*^  failed  to  ouir  graves/' 

The  hofpitals  are  certainly  thronged,  and 
the  number  of  fick  is  very  confiderable,  but 
this  cannot  be  placed  to  the  account  of  the 
clipiate,  or  of  endemic  difeafe,  for,  nearly  all 
the  men,  now  in  hofpital,  arrived  in  (ickn'efs. 
They  had  been  detained  on  Spike  Ifland,  or 
In  crowded  tranfports,  during  many  weeks  of 

m 

inhofpitable  weather,  whereby  extenfive  di£- 
eafe  was  generated  amopg  them ;  and  hence  it 
happened  that,  upon  arriving  at  Barbadoes,  th^ 
troops  in  many  of  the  fhips,  ahhowgh  not 
actually  ill,  had  apprpa?hing  dif?.afe  fp  ftrongly 
marked  in  their  features,  that  it  became  necef- 
fary  to  remove  eyery  individual  of  them  on 
ihore  in  order  to  have  the  veflfels  thoroughly 
fumigated  and  purified  ;  and  from  this  circunip 
fiance  it  occurred  that  many  flight  cafes  werp 
thrown  into  the  hofpitals,  which  other  wife 
would  not  have  appeared  upon  the  lift.  This 
will  in  fome  meafure  explain  to  you  why  the 
hofpitals  are  crowded,  although  neither  "  yel- 
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low  fever/'  nor  any  other  malignant  difeaf^ 
reigns  amongft  us. 

Of  the  many  hundreds  now  on  the  fick- 
lift  a  very  great  majority  are  flight  cafes, 
or  convalefcents  from  difeafes  they  had  fuf<- 
fered  upon  the  paflage.  We  have  reafon  to 
believe  th^t  very  few  of  their  diforders  arc 
of  fatal  tendency,  and  that  a  great  proportioa  ' 
of  the  (ick  will  very  foon  be  able  to  return  ^o 
their  regiments* 

While  I  am  upon  tbe  fubje£fc  of  ficknefs 
I  may  remark  to  you  that  I  have  bad  my  firft 
opportunity  of  feeing  a  cafe  of  that  deftru£live 
malady,  which  has  lately  excited  fuch  univer- 
fal  alarm,  under  the  term  "  yellow  fever,'-  but, 
perhaps,  you  are  not  prepared  to  hear  that, 
^fter  a  refidence  of  fo  many  weeks  in  tbe 
Weft  Indies,  I  have  feen  only  a  folitary 
pxample  of  that  difeafe:  yet  fuch  is  the  fafl:— 
for,  amidft  all  our  ficknefs,  and  crowded  hof- 
pitals,  only  a  Angle  inftance  of  "  yellow  fever  " 
has,  hitherto,  occurred.  I  vifited  this  patient 
with  Dr.  Jackfon,  the  author  who  has  fo  ably 
written  upon  the  difeafes  of  Jamaica,  and  ob- 
t^nied  his  9Unical    remarks  poncerning  the 
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leading  and  more  chziz&mRic  fymptoms  of 
the  difeafe.  You  will  believe  that  I  readily, 
formed  the  idea  of  making  this  interefting  and 
important  cafe  an  objed  of  very  minute  at« 
tention  ;  and  you  will  feel  that  the  event  has 
impreifed  upon  my  mind  a  very  powerful 
jenie  of  the  fubtle  malignity  of  this  devouring 
malady* 

The  patient  was  certainly  very  ill,  but,  to 
thofe  who  had  not  before  witneffed  the  dif- 
eafe,  he  did  not  appear  to  be  in  any  immediate 
danger  ;  aor  did  Dn  Jackfon  feem  to  think  it 
a  cafe  of  the  highefl:  degree  of  malignity  i  but, 
alas !  on  going  to  vifit  him  the  following 
morning,  we  found  our  poor  foldier  a  cold  and 
yellow  corpfe !  • 
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LETTER    VII. 

Further  hope r^  and  further  difappomtmeiit.  Amthet  divifion 
of  the  Porifmouth  convoy  reaches  Barhadces.     Rumour  of  a 

fecret  Expedition.  Concerning  the  probable  feparation  oftht 
author  and  his  comrades^  £xpcrtnefs  of  Negroes  in  thf 
ivater.  One  of  their  modes  of  Bathing,  Negroes  atten^ 
iive  to  their  teeth*     Mode  of  cleaning  them  nvith  fand  and 

fea  nvater* 

BarbadoeSy  April  13. 

W^JER^  we  in  danger,  as  often  as  in  alarm, 
our  friends  might,  indeed,  have  ferious  a][)pre- 
henfions  both  for  us,  and  for  "  good  old  Bar- 
badoes/*  The  enfign  of  alarm  hz^  again  ap- 
peared this  morning  at  the  feyeral  fignal  poild 
along  the  coaft,  implying  that  another  ftrarigc 
fleet  was  in  fight ;  and  which  was  obferved  to 
be  Handing  direSly  for  the  ifland.  We  were 
all  very  quickly  on  the  look-out — our  only 
fekr  that  it  fhould  prove  to  be  but  a  part,  io- 
ftcad  of  the  whole  of  our  long  wiflied  foj 
convoy  from  Portfmouth*  \  ^ 

By  means  of  the  tekfcope  it  was  foon 
^ifcovered  that  many  of  the  (hips  had  troops 

VOL.  IK  t    : 
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on  board,  and  that  they  were  drefled  in  Icar- 
let  uniform ;  no  doubt,  therefore,  remained  of 
their  being  friends.  As  they  came  near  we 
climed  up  to  the  nxairi-yard,  to  enjoy  the  de^ 
lighting  fcene  pxefented  by  their  gently  foil- 
ing into  harbour;  and  as  you  know  how  often.  I 
havehadtonote  our  difappointments  regarcfitig- 
tlus  iHfaftrous  expexlitioiii  you  will  compre- 
Tiend  how  eagerly  I  greeted  the  terfiunation 
of  them  in  the  profpeii  now  before  my  eye/ 
Plcafed  and  delightpd  to  witnefs  what  we 
beheld  as  the  arrival  of  the  Whole  fleet,  wfe 
counted  th6  fhips  in  great  joy  as  they  came 
into  the  bay;  when,  havittg -proceeded  to  the 
OTtnber  of  fevchtceh,  judge  of  the  mortifica-' 
Son  we  felt  upon  difcovering  that  ftill  we  had 
bafy  welcomed  a  detached  divifion  of  our  ex** 
lifted  convby. 

'  Standing  upon  thcniain-yard,  numbering 
the  fliips  as  tbpy  dropped  into  the  karbour,  f 
iHtidpited  tlie  pleaf are  oFfitiing  tlown  in  tfce 
evening  to  inform  ycnarthat  thctdifrercnst  fleeW 
of  our  expedition  were,  at  laft,  fafe  in  Carlifle 
Day<^— but  6n  taklttg  up  tny  pen  I  have  onlv 
WlelPof  iteW  dlfappoknmcnts,  whrcbv  fik 
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troth/ would  feem  to  attach  to  thefe  unhappy  * 
convoya  In  endlefs  repetition.     Inftcad  of  an«  ^r 
nouncing  to  you  the  union  of  the  two  great 
diviftons  of  our  forces^  from  Cork  and  Portf* 
mouth,  I  have  only  to  fpeak  of  the  arrival  of^ 
another  fmall  branch  of  Admiral  CQrowallis'g; 
fieet^  which  fepanj^ted  foon  after  leaving  Spit**, 
head  j  and  which,  Inllea^ of  briagiiig  us  injtdli*'' 
g^xce,  has  every  thing  to  learn  concerning  the 
body  of  the  convoy,  not  having  £Ulen  in  with 
any  part  of  k  on  the  paflage# 

A  rumour  is  ftrongly  prevalent  among 
us,  that  a  divifion  of  the  troops,  now  aflem- 
bled^  at  Barbadoes,  is  to  be  detached  on  fe!^ 
cret  fervice;    Should  this  t^e  place,  and  the' 
detachment  be  formed  from  the  St^Domin-* 
go  armament,  it  is  more  than  poffible  that  ow: 
happy  quartette  may  yet  be  disjointed  before 
we  reach  our  original  deftination.    Of  courfe 
our  expeSations  have  always  led  to  this:  yet 
fcOm  having  lived  on  board,  together,  a^d  inr 
the  utmoft  harmony ,  during  a  period  of  many 
months,  it  would  be  matter  of  regret,  to  either 
of  US5  to  be  taken  from  our  eongenial  mefs^^ 
at  the  very  eve  of  failitig  for  our  deftined 
port,  and  particulariy  as  wc  muft  ht  feparated 
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under  circumftances  which  -would  render  it 
probable  that  we  Ihould  never  meet  again. 

TTiis  idea  might  lead  me  to  expatiate  very- 
painfully  upon  the  fituation  of  multitudes 
around  me.  But  to  indulge  in  fuch  feelings 
would  not  be  opportune :  whatever  reflefkion 
may  teach— or  whatever  may  be  the  event  of 
the  great  fcene  before  us,  with  refpedl  to  in- 
dividuals, I  truft  that  every  Briton,  embarked  in ' 
the  caufe,  will  meet,  with  all  the  firmnefs  of  his 
nation's  charader,  whatever  is  deftined  to  be 
his  fate  in  wan 

I  do  not  recoiled  to  have  noted  to  you 
in  any  former  letter  the  great  fondnefs  which 
the  negroes  have  for  the  water,  and  their  fin- 
gular  addrefs  and  expertnefs  in  moving  upon' 
that  element.  In  one  of  our  late  walks  we 
witnefled  a  fcene  ftrongly  in  proof  of  this,  hav- 
ing met  with  a  flave  who  was  amufing  him- 
felf  by  exercifes  of  uncommon  agility  in  the 
fea.  Not  an  otter,  nor.  a  beaver,  nor  fcarcely 
a  dolphin  conld  appear  more  in  his  element. 
He  was  quite  at  play  in  the  water,  and  di- 
verting himfelf  in  all  kinds  of  antic  tricks,  and 
gambols.     -He   dived  to  the  bottom — fwanx 
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m  a  variety  of  ways — ivalked  or  paddled 
along  like  a  dog — concealed  himfelf  for  a- 
long  time  under  water— laid  himfelf  at  reft 
upon  its  furface,  and  appeared  as  much  at  hiaf 
eafe,  in  the  ocean,  as  if  he  had  never  breathed 
'  a  lighter,  nor  trodden  a  firmer  element. 

This  expertnefs  i&  much  derived  from  an 
early  habit  of  bathing,  or,  as  it  might  be 
termed,  exetcifing  in  the  water ;  and  it  renders 
the  negroes  peculiarly  ufeful  in  moments  of 
diftrefs,  fuch  as  jh  cafes  of  accident  at  fea,  or 
in  the  harbour.  Let  them  have  a  boat,  or  a 
canoe,  and  it  is  almoft  impoflible  they  can  be 
drowned.  Even  if  they  are  upfet,  and  the 
boat  turned  keel  upwards,  they  rife  at  her 
fides,  and  there  continue  to  fwim  and  paddle 
until  they  again  right  A/r,  then  balling  out  the;^  / 
water  refume  their  feats  and  proceed  as  if  no- 
thing  had  happened.  '      ' 

A  fenfe  of  cleanRnefs  attaches  to  their  love 
of  the  water,  for  we  not  only  fee  thetn^  often 
in  the  fea,  but  frequently  alfo  walhing  them- 
felves  in  the  rivulets.  It  feems  to  form  one 
of  their  favorite  amufements  to  (land  in  the 
fea,  or  river,  and  to  take  up  water  in  both  hands 
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jind  pour  it  ewer  their  ihoulders  xlowa  their 
lmck$.  Ttu8  is  pradifed  both  by  the  men  and 
the  women^  and  is  oxxe  of  th«ir.mo(^  frequent 
methpds  of  bathing* 

X 

I 

Another  mark  of  clcanlihefs  alio  prevails 
among  them  which  was  lefs  to  be  expeded ; 
"fi^  that  of  pay  iqg  great  intention  to  theijr  teeth. 
The-  chciw-ftick  which  is  here  employed  for 
cleaning  the  teeth  is  far  more  in  ufe  among 
the  negroes,  than  the  tooth  bn;0i  among  the 
lower  clafles  of  people  in  England. 

Our  adroit  oegro,  amidft  his  many  gam- 
hols  in  the  water,  dived  often  to  the  bottonfi  of 
thefea,  and  broiught  up  ^  handful  of  fand# 
With  thi$  rou^  dentifrice  hte  foundly  fcrubbed 
his  teeth,  ^^d  by  w^y  of  eife^ce  to  waih  it 
olf,  plunged  d^wn^  fqr  m^'Cfm  h^im4£ul,  with 
his  mouth  wide  open ;  thus,  ^f;eriiately^ 
repeating  the  rubbing,  and  fea  water  wa(b« 
iog,\i|1til  he  felt  that  bisp^rls  wi^e  duly  con^ 
trailed' with  his  ebon  count«aa^ce. 
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Authvr feparated from  his  long  njfociaied  comrades.  -  EtnSaris^ 
on  bomrd  the  Grenada^  on  a  ficret  expedSion.'  CmjeS^res  re^ 

^  gardimg  its  donation.  'Emhirhatim  ^trwipi  on  hardi  tte* 
Grenada,  Accommodation  of  tie  offiiersandfildiers.  ^  Ra^ 
ptd  accumulation  of  filtb  on  hoard.  Troops  pr^erved 
from  ftchiefs  by  bathings  and  by  keeping  a  ghat  proportion 

^  if  them  always  in  the  optn  air.  Force  enjoyed  in  the  ex» 
pedftion.  A  fleet  arrives  at  Barbadoes  at  the  time  the  ex-, 
pedition  fails.     Author  addrejes  his  friend  from  the  oppo^ 

^  fte  file  of  the  fun. 

-     ■  .    .  It' 

Ship  Grenada^  at  Sca^  April  ^% 

HJ5  apprehended  divifioa  of  our  loQg  \ar-^ 
fociated  mefs  has  taken  place  1  1%  ba$  i&lieii 
to  my  lot  to  join  the  reported  expedition  un- 
dar  Gfrhml  Whyte,  and  I  &m  ieplrated' from 
jby  friends,  perhaps,  {ooxi  to  moet  ^fl^^aSo$ 
perhaps,  to  meet  no  more  !  To  5vh«  quarter 
we  are  bound  is  held  in  fecx^ey^  Cura^^Oflii 
Demarara,  St.  £uftatia,  and  various  other  tlei^ 
(inations  have  been  feverally  coajedttired,  hift 
from  the  courfe  we  are  at;  prefent  ileefing  thife 
coaft  of  Guiana  would  feem  to  be  moft  pro- 
bftblc. 

^4 


ji^^^,  . 
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We  were  ordered  away  at  very  fhort  no- 
tice. On  returning  to  the  Lord  Sheffield  after 
my  vifit  arthe  hofpital  on  the  morning  t)f  the 
14th  rnft.  I  received  inftrudions  to  embark 
on  board  the  Grenada  tranfport  before  i2\ 
o'clock  ;  and  to  take  upon  me  the  direction  of 
a  detachment  of  the  hofpital  {l:a£f,  appoint* 
ed  to  attend  a  divifion  of  the  army,  which 
was  to  fail  that  afternoon,  on  fecret  fcrvice. 

■  • 

.  Being  advifed  to  take  with  me  as  little  bag- 
gage as  poflible,  and  affured  that  I  might  exp?£t 
foon  to  return,  in  order  to  proceed  with  Gene-^ ' 
ral  Whyte,  to  St,  Domingo,  I  made  up  afol- 
dicr's  kit  of  apparel,  and  left  all  my  heavier 
packages,  under  the  care  of  my  late  comrades, 

in  the  Lord  Sheffield* 

« 

The  Ofenada  is-  a  very  fine  veflel,  and 
fails^  remarkably  well.-  Like  the  Lord  Sheffield, 
Ihe  is  a  Weft  India  trader,  engaged  as  a  tranf-i^ 
port  only  for  the  paflage  out,  and  as  foon  as 
ihe  has  completed  her  voyage  is  to  return  to 
England  laden  with  fugar,  cotton,  or  other' 
Weft  India  produce. 

-    I  thought  myfelf  fortunate  in  being  ap.- 
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pointed  to  fo  good  a  (hip  •  and,  hearing  that 
troops  were  to  be  thickly  flowed  on  board  the 
different  veflels  of  the  expedition,  anticipated 
much  of  comfort  upon  the  paflage,  by  bbferving 
that  the  Grenada  was  free  from  the  crowd  IhaA 
expeded  to  meet.  But  my  felf-gratulationi 
proved  to  be  fomewhat  premature.  Upwards 
of  three  hundred  troops  arrived  quickly  after, 
and  a  fcene  of  crowd  and  confufion  was  in- 
troduced  furpafling  all  that  even  fancy  had 
created.  Many  of  the  men  were  intoxicated 
— moft  of  them  were  up  to  their  knees  in  wa- 
ter, in  the  boat,  and  fome  as  wet  from  head  to 
foot  as  if  they  had  been  dragged'  through  the 
fea.  In  the  hurry  of  fcrambling  up  the 
(hip,  two  of  them  fell  overboard,  and  narrow- 
ly efcaped  being  drowned.  The  decks  foori 
became  fo  crowded,  as  to  render  it  impoffibic 
to  pafs,  and  amidft  the  throng  of  living  flow* 
age  a  furtherinconvenience  was  produced  from 
the  hatch- ways  being  obliged  to  be  opened  for 
the  reception  of  cannon,  ammunition,  baggage, 
and  other  ftores,  which  the  fhip's  company 

were  hoifting  in  6n  all  fides. 

» 

Negroes,  failors,  foldiers,  and  officers  all 
mifigled  together,  in  one  hurried  and  anxious 
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mais — ^fome  h^rd  at  work— fome  curfijig  and 
(Wearing — fome  reeling  in  drunkennefs--^ 
fjpmc  fcrambling  for  a  knapfack,  or  a  firelock— 
fome  lofing  their  hats — fomehoifting  baggage 
iip  the  Ihip's  fide — feme  jumping  on  board— 
fome  hawling  in  provifions  at  the  ftern — each 
feekihg  individual  or  general  accommodation 
— and  all  adding  to.  the  common  confufion. 

In  the  afternoon  we  were  vifited  by  the 
General,  who  came  on  board,  to  fee  if  every 
thing  was  embarked  ready  for  failing  in  the 
evening:  but  the  time  required  for  getting  in  the 
guns  and  other  heavy  {lores,  and  the  numerous 
impediments  occurring  from,  fuch  multitudes 
of  perfons  crowding  on  board  at  the  fame 
moment,  rendered  this  altogether  impoffible — 
however,  by  the  great  exertions  which  were 
made,  we  were  able  to  get  under  weigh  at  an 
early  hour  the  following  morning, 

.  The  Lieutenant-Colonel  commanding  the 
regiment,  the  commandingofficer  of  artillery, 
and  myfelf,  are  the  pnly  officers  who  have  the 
accommodation  of  feparate  births :  all  the 
others  are  obliged  to  be  crowded  together  with- 
out beds,  or  mattrefles,  upon  the  naked  decks  of 


the  CfibMaft*  and  even  therci  they  are  compelled 
to  clofe-ftowage  to  make  room  for  them  alU 

On  the  iipper  deck  the  foldlers  are  dill 
more  thickly  fpread,  they  lie  down  without 
any  other  covering  than  their  clothes  of  the 
day^ufing  the  arm,  or  the  knapGick  as  a  pU« 
low:  and  fp  well  do  they  ftowthat  not  afoot 
can  find  place  between  them.  Happily  the 
wind  is  very  favorable,  •  and  we  are  led  to  be- 
lieve that  wherefoever  we  are  bound  the  voy- 
age will  not  be  long.  Having  the  fteady 
breeze  of  the  trades  on  her  quarter,  the  (hip 
l»  worked  sdmoft  wholly  by  the  helm,  and  we 
feldom  require  to  (hift  the  fails  r^occafional 
bracing  being  all  that  is  neceflary.  Had  the 
weather  been  bad  and  the  wind  againfl  us,  you 
wiU  readily  imagine  the  ftate  we  mufi:  have 
becA  in,  with  fuch  a  body  of  men,  iick,and  ill^ 
and  crowded  in  every  quarter  of  the  fhijv 
Even  as  it  is  we  have  much  difficulty  in  keep«» 
ingthem  fuiGciently  clean  to  preferve  them 
in  health;  They  lie  down  in  their  clothes  at 
night,  where  they  have  beea  ftanding  or  Cti» 
ting  the  whole  of  the  day,  and  from  making 
the  deck  at  once  their  fitting  bench,,  their  dia«- 
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Iter  board,  and  their  bed,  all  about  them\ 
fooh  grows  filthy  and  offenfive:  pieces  of 
Jbroken  food— ^floppings  of  broth,  or  grog,  bits 
of  meat,  old  bones,  crumbs  of  bifciiit,  and 
various  other  kinds  of  filth  collefl:  under  them, 
and  about  their  clothing  j  and,  from  the  great 
heat  of  climate,  and  ftill  more  unpleafant  heat 
of  crowd,  this  dirty  commixture  foon  becomes 
four  and  [fetid ;  and  would,  in  a  fhort  time, 
generate  difeafe,  were  not  fome  rigid  rules  of 
deanlinefs  ftri£tly  enforced, 

Befides  thofe  who  fleep  upon  the  open 
^eck  above,  there'  is  another  crowd  in  a  more 
confined  fituation  between  decks.  *  Obferving 
this  place  to  be  very  clofe,  and  not  fufficiently 
ventilated,  I  have  recommended  that  the  men 
ffiotlld  be  divided  into  three  watches,  and  that 
two  of  the  three  divifions  fhouM  be  kept  con- 
ftantly  upon  the  open  deck,  relieving  thofe 
below  every  four  hours.  Likewife  as  a  fur- 
ther means  of  prevention  I  have  advifed  that 
all  the  men  fhould  bathe  every  morning,  while 
the  decks  are  thoroughly  waftied  and  cleaned. 
Fortunately  I  am  fupported  in  this  by  the 
approbation  of  Colonel  Tilfon,  who  is  exceed- 
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ingly  zealous  to  do  every  things  that  can  pre^ 
ferve  the  health  of  the  foldiers,  and  has  ifTued 
his  orders  accordingly. 

We  have  contrived  a  method  whereby 
the  bathing  is  effected  with  lefs  trouble  than, 
was  at  firft  ajSprehended.  The  men  are  regur 
larly  afTembled  by  companies  upon  the  quarter  \ 
deck,  at  an  early  hour  of  the  morning,  and 
there  undrefling,  two  at  a  time,  they  go  down 
to  the  waifl  of  the  ihip,  and  remain  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ftep  leading  from  the  quarter 
deck,  until  two  or  three  buckets  of  water  have 
been  dafhed  upon  them  .by  fome  of  their  com* 
rades  ftanding  diredly  above  .them  upon  the* 
edge  of  the  quarter  deck,  others  being  flationed 
at  the  fides  to  draw,  up  water  for  the  purppfe^ 
After  being  thus  wafhed,  they  move  on  to  the 
forecaftle  to  drefs  themfelves,  others  follow-* 
|ng  in  fucceffion  until  the  whole  are  bathed. 

We  find  fome  di£^culty  in  eftabllihing: 
this  pradice,  but  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  fee 
it  brought  to  the  regularity  of  a  military  move--'' 
ment :  the  benefit  of  it  is  not  confined  fimply 
to  cleanlinefs  of  perfon,  for  while  the  bathing 
is  going  on,  the  decks,  where  the  men  fl,eep, 
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ai*  thwouglUy  fwept  aad  wafhcif,  artd  it  hr' 
mftttef  of  furprljie  to  us  to  fee  the  peoiit^att^' 
quantity  of  dirt,  of  remnants  of  f&vd^  and^ 
various  other  fpecies  of  filtli  which  coUedl 
^hin  fbur-^and^tin^nty  fitftti^  •  fcB  titlHty  is 
a^  further  extendedy  in  thegcfneral  move- 
'm^t  it  creates,  iaad  the  re&«&itig  doolilefs  ir 
brihgs  to  tvery  one  on-  board.  Were  the  voy- 
a^  to  be  long,  onr  experieiicc  of  the  ftw  pail 
days^fcems  to  aOfure  us  that  this  daily  waftiing' 
i^iild  not  mtfdf  be  out  bdl,  bur,  perbsps, 
Ottr  cm!y  prfcfervative  from  ficAoefs. 

The  expedition  confifb  of  about  thtrteeii' 
hundred  men  of  the  39th,  ^^d,  and  c^H 
xiegiments  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonels 
Tilfori,  Hifiop  and  Gammelt,  and  a  patty  of 
iMiUery^  under  command  of  Captain  Bkgdtr 
The  fquadron  of  the  fleet  employed^  with  u# 
is  commanded  by  Commodore  Parr,  awifd  con- 
fifts  of  the  Malabar  of  50  guns,  La  Pique,  Le 
Babet,  and  the  Undaun^d  fiigates — to  which 
are  added,  the  Grenada  armed  tranfport,  with 
federal  floops,  aqd  fchooners. 

At  the  time  we  were  fuling  from  Carlifle 
bay  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  an  alarm- 


was  fired^^mtS  tke  fignal  hoifted^  denoting' tb9 
aj^oaeh  of  a  fieet j  but  it  wa^  too  dift»p$^ 
and  the  n^eather  too  hazy  for  us  to  SLkeftrntt 
diftindljr  what  fket  it  was — perhaps  the  long 
expeded  convoy;  or  po£Gbly  only  anodMSt 
(evered  divySboa  of  it*  Even  ihould  it  provii 
to  have  been  the  body  of  the  fleet,  bringiiigiit 
the  gi^at  bulk  of  the  armament,  it  ftiil  is  an 
efstraordinary  inftance  of  delay,  from  adverib 
weather,  that  a  convoy  which  failed  from  Spit^ 
head  early  in  November,  (hould  only  have 
reached  Barbadoes  on  the  15th  of  April  (oU 
lowing,  and  it  muft  (land  as  a  ftriking  ex* 
ample  of  the  incalculable  uncertainty  of  all 
maritime  expeditions* 

I  muft  not  forget. to  note  to  you  that  I 
aih  now  addreffing  you  from  the  oppofite  fide 
oftbefun.  This  day  in  latitude  gl"  27'  we 
pafled  immediately  under  that  burning  orb^ 
receiving  his  perpendicular  rays  diredly  upon 
our  heads.  I  have  nothing  further  to  tell  you 
on  this  occafion.  His  fouthern  face  feems 
neither  hotter,  nor  colder,  brighter  nor  darker, 
than  his  northern.  The  only  ftriking  pecu- 
liarity arifes  from  the  novelty  of  looking  to 
th?  north  at  aeon,  to  take  our  meridian,  and 
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habit  will  be  required  to  reconcile  this  feeming 
inconfiftency.  While  you  at  mid- day  look 
fouth  for  the  fun,  I  {hall  look  north,  and  al- 
though out  noon  will  be  different,  this  circum- 
ftance  will  often  mentally  place  me  with  you« 
The  elfed:,  I  would  flatter  myfelf,  will  be  re- 
dprocal,  and,  attradled  by  his  oppofite  fides,, 
the  cheering  fun  will  be  the  medium  of  fre- 
quently aflbciating  us  in  warm  and  mutual 
fympatby.     * 
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LETTER  IX.  i 

Dejtination  of  the  epcpedttton.  Ships  t&nie  to  anchor  ihJhdlUw 
and  muddy  nvtrkr,  Ttpsoftteti  appear y  hut  no  land  hl^ 
Jight,  Common  maris  of  lafid  on  approaching  the  Jhortf 
Author  continues  to  make  notes  for  his  friend^  without  knoW" 
ing  ivhen  he  may  be  aSle  to  fend  them.  Troops  prepari  ta 
difemharh,  -  

At  Sea>  April  20m 

Our  deftination  is  ho  longer  a  fecret !  The 
Captain  went  ycftcrday  on  board  the  Cbmmo-* 
dore,  and  received  his  inftrudions — whea  the 
Dutch  colonies  upon  the  coaft  of  Guiana  ^ere 
avowed  to  be  the  objcdl  of  our  expedition. 


In  the  evening  we  came  into  thick  and 
muddy  water  indicating  our  approach  to  the 
fhore ;  but  nothing  of  land  could  be  perceived 
evdn  from  the  top-gallant-maft  head*  This 
morning  the  fea  was  ftill  more  muddy,  of  a 
yellowiftv  colour,  arid,  comparatively,  very 
fhallow.  Land  was  unqueftionably  near,  but, 
ftill,  not  vifible.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day 
trees  were  feen  from  the  maft  head,  and  we 
came  to  anchor  only  a  few  leagues  from  them' 
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but,  even  yet,  without  being  able  to  fee  the  land. 
It  is  common  to  defcry  a  peculiar  ftreak 
at  the  horizon,  or  a  kind  of  line,  or  fixed 
point  ia  the  clouds,  denoting  the  land  which 
a  Teflel  approaches,  long  before  it  reaches  the 
foaft;  but,  here,  we  are  in  thick  muddy- 
water,  near  the  fhore,  and  with  trees  in  view, 
without  being  able  to  diftinguifh  any  other 
mark  of  the  territory  before  us.  It  feems  to 
be  a  peculiar  fhore,  the  water  being  very  thick 
and  fhallow  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  land* 

My  pen  is  continued  to  your  idea,  with- 
out knowing  when  I  may  be  able  to  fend  you 
my  letters  J  but  I  like  to  think  toward  you, 
and  to  addrefs  you^  amidfl  all  the  variety  o£ 
fcenes  as  they  pafs  before  me.  j 

■     #         - 

The  prefent  would  appear  to  be  an  inw 
portant  moment.  Orders  are  ilTued  for  three 
days'  provifions  to  be  cooked,  and  for  tho 
troops  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  for  im<«, 
mediate  debarkation;  They  have,  confequent-^ 
ly,  bten  paraded  this  evening  upon  deck ; 
then:  arms  and  accoutrements  cleaned  and 
infpe<^ed ;  and  all  put  in  a  flate  for  adion. 
The  foldiers  are  forewarned  i,n  general  orders 
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that  all  irregular  condud,  towards  the  inhabi- 
tants on  landing,  will  fubjedt  them  to  certain 
punifhment  and  difgr^ce;  and  plunder  is  pro- 
hibited oil  pain  of  death.  The  field-artillery, 
with  carriages,  fponges,  ammunition,  and  all 
the  neceflary  apparatus  have  been  put  into 
boats  this  evening  from  our  (hip,  preparatory 
to  being  conveyed  on  fhore  with  the  troops 
in  the  morning,  and  after  a  day  of  great  hurry 
and  labour  all  is,  now,  quite  in  readinefs  for 
leaving  the  veflel. 

> 

Orders  are  iflued  concerning  the  plan  of 
attack  by  the  troops,  and  the  (lation  to  be 
taken  by  the  different  (hips  j  and  all  feems  to 
imply  a  bufy  morrow,  but,  as  mine  will  not 
be  the  mod  prominent  poft  of  danger,  I  (hall 
hope  to  note  to  you  the  detail  of  our  proceed-* 
ings  in  a  future  letter.  At  prefent,  I  feek  my 
birth,  cordially  bidding  you good  night ! 
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.      LETTER  X. 

m  ,  ■  a' 

\ 

^uti$r  agam  upon  terra  firmeu  Cuptun  of  the  united 
'  €dony  of  EJfequibo  and  Dcmarara.  An  accident  occurs 
during  the  night.  Troops  fent  on  fbore  in/mall  vejfels. 
They  run  aground*  Grenada  and  other  fhips  anchor  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Demarara.  Flag  of  truce  returns ^ 
and  is  difpatched    again    on  Jhqre*         Capitulation     of 

"    Fort  IVilliam  Frederic,.     Soldiers  fall  Jick  on  the  paffage. 
FffeEl  produced  on  the  Jick  by  the  idea  of  going  into  aBioti, , 
Landing  in  Demarara.     Appearance  of  the  town  of  Sta» 
hroekf  and  of  the  country.    Hofpitaliiy  of  an  Englijh  fettler . 
Author  proceeds  upon  duty.     Fortune  throws  him  into  good 

,     quartirSy  without  a  billet.     Surgeon  .  Carrol  Attached  with 
an  alarming  malady. 

Stabroek,  April  23. 

I  HAVE  again  the  pleafure  of  addreffing  you 
upon  terra  firma,  and  of  telling  you  that  the 
united  colony  of  Effequibo  and  Demarara  is 
ours.  All  being  in  readinefs  for  landing  on 
the  morning  of  the  21%  the  troops  were 
ordered  to  proceed  on  fliore,  with  the  earlieft 
tide,  and  the  frigates,  with  the  Grenada,  and  the 
flave  (hip,  were  direded  to  take  their  ftations 
before  the  fort,  at  the  entrance  of  the  river. 

An  unhappy  accident  had  occurred,  dur- 
ing the  night,  which  might  have  been  the 


caufe  of  much  inconvenience,  but,  fortunatelyi' 
it  was  foon  remedied^.  The  tvfro  long  boats; 
with  all  the  neeeflary  implements  for  working 
the  guns,  that  were  to  be  landed  with  the 
tfoops,  broke  from  their  laftiing,  and  had  gon^ 
adrift  from  the  fliiff*  You  w^l  imagine  that  it 
was  not  a  late  hour  of  the  morning  when  the 
accident  was  difcovered.  Men  were  fent  out, 
Immediately,  in  fearch  of  the  boats,  and  ihef 
were  fottnd  drifted  out  to  fea  far  down  to  lee^ 
ward,  but  with  all  the  things  fafe  on  boa^rcL 
Luckily  they  were  brought  baek  in  time  to 
accompany  the  troops,  the  tide  not  ferving 
at  an  early  hour,  for  attempting  the  difem- 
barkation; 

I  •  •  •   . 

At  length  the  little  fleet  of  floops,  fch bon- 
ers, and  other  fmaU  vefiels^  calculated^  as  it  wa« 
believed,  for  the  fhallow  fea  they  had  to  pafe, 
got  under,  tveigh,  and  ftood«  diveGt  for  the 
jQiore.  '  The  larger  fhips  were  unable  to  api- 
proach  near  enough  to  give  any  protedion  to 
the  landing.  ' 

The  fmall  light  vefTels  into  which  the 
troops  and  ftores  were  removed,  were  fome  of 
them  brought  wJth  us  from  Barbadoes  for  the 
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purpofc — and  fome  taken  after  our  arrival  up« 
on  the  coaft  j  but,  unfortunately,  if  proved 
that  even  thefe,  light  as  they  were,  drew  too 
much  water  for  this  muddy  fhore  j  for,  abiDut 
five  o'clock,  we  had  the  mortification  to  learn 
that  our  little  fleet  was  fad  agroundl  deep  fix* 
ed  in  mud..  Finding  the  fmall  vefTels  in  this 
dilemma,  our  fhip,  together  with  the  others 
which  had  failed  through  a  very  confined 
channel  towards  the  fort,  came  to  anchor 
near  the  entrance  of  the  Demarara  river,  having 
the  fort,  alfo  a  Dutch  frigate,  and  a  number  of 
(hipping  in  full  view  before  them. 

This  was  a  more  unhappy  accident  than 
the  breaking  loofe  of  the  boats  with  artillery 
ftores,  and  might  have  proved  of  ferious  con-, 
fequence,  as  the  troops  were  compelled  to  re- 
main  until  the  next  flood  of  tide,  being  equally 
unable  either  to  reach  the  fhore,  or  to  re- 
turn. 

In  the  events  of  this  day  we  had  a  fur.- 
ther  proof  of  the  extreme  uncertainty  of  mili- 
tary operations,  more  particularly  when  con- 
pedled  with,  or  dependent  upon  maritime 
movements.     In  the  morning  we  had  every 
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profped  of  fedng  the  troops  on  fliore,  the  fort 
taken,  and  the  whole  affair  decided  before  we 
flept :  but,  in  the  evening,  chagrin  and  difap- 
pointment,  only,  were  our  lot  :  the  great  ex- 
pectations of  the  day  having  ended  in  bring- 
ing fome  of  the  fhips  to  an  anchor  off  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  placing  the  troops  in 
an  ^inhappy  dilemma,  from  which  it  was  out 
of  the  power  of  man  to  extricate  them,  until 
the  unerring  operations  of  nature  ihould  fend 
back  the  waters  of  the  ocean  to  their  relief. 

The  (hips  were  anchored  fo  near  the  river 
as  to  prevent  the  efcape  of  any  of  the  enemy's 
veffels,  and  the  troops  on  board  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  their  arms,  upon  deck,  durinjg  the 
Xiight,  to  prevent  a  furprize ;  and  to  be  in  readi- 
nefs  to  ad:  againfl:  the  fort,  at  any  hour  they 
might  be  called  upon, 

,  At  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  flag 
of  truce  which  had  been  fent  off  to  the  fort  re- 
turned. Due  fecrecy  was'  of  courfe  obfcrved 
regarding  the  reply ;  and  prefently  the  boat 
was  again  difpatched  to  the  fort :  hvX  as  the 
little  fchoorier  fleet  was  ordered  to  return  to 
the  ihipS|  at  the  flood  of  tide,  inftead  of  pro- 
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ceeding  to  land  the  troops  ;  and  as  no  orders 
were  given*  to  advance  to  the  attack  of  the 
fort,  it  was  prefumcd  that  the  anfwer  ha,d  not 
been  hoftile. 

Between  lo  and  ii  o'clock  the  flag 
of  truce  again  returned,  and  it  was  then 
Announced  that  the  capitulation  was  accept- 
ed, and  that  the  fort  was  immediately  to  fur- 
^render  to  our  troops,  A  party  was  according- 
ly detached,  to  take  pofTeffion  of  a  poll  agreed 
upon,  and, the  whole  garrifon  was  to  march 
out  at  4  o'clock.  Clonfcquently  by  evening 
we  found  ourfelves  fully  eftablifhed  in  Fort 
William  Frederic)  the  ftrongeft,  and  indeed 
the  only  defence  of  the  colony. 

Notwithftanding  our  ftridt  obfervance  of 
cleanlinefs,  and  alL  our  care  to  prevent  dif- 
feafe,  I  am  forry  to  remark,  that  numbers  of 
the  foldiers  fell  fick  on  the  paflage  :  but  in 
knentioning  this  I  ought  to  obferve  that  the 
39th  and  99th  regiments  were  moftly 
ppmpofed  of  draughts  from  various,  other 
young  regiments,  confiding  principally  of  old 
men,  and  unfeafoned  boys,  who  .had  been  col- 
leded  tc^ether^  not  according  to  the  beft  regu- 


lations  of  the  recruiting  fervice;  aixi  alfo,that; 
multitudes  of  them  had  beenfick  on  the  paf- 
fage  from  Cork  to  Barbadoes,   confequently 
many  (of  thofe  now  ill)  are  only  fufferingfrom^ 
a  relapfe  of  former  difeafe. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,   although 
upon  the  paflage,   not  a.  morning  had  pafled 
without  a  confiderable  number  being  reported 
for  the  lick-lift,  we  had  not  one   new  patient 
the  day  it  was  intended  to  make  the  landing ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  lift  of  the  preceding 
day    was  diminifhed.     The  fpirit    of  attack 
feemed  to  operate  as  afpecific  remedy.    Many 
actually  recovered,  and  were  allowed  to  join 
their  companies.     Others  ftole  off,  without  re* 
porting  themfelves,  fearful  the  doctors  ftiould 
not  allow  that  they  were  well  enough  to  be  re- 
ported efficient :   and  others,  far  too  weak  tos 
bear   arms,,  feebly  crawled   from    under  the 
awning  of  the  quarter-deck,  which  had   been 
converted  into  a  fick  ward  for  their  accommo- 
dation, and  begged  of  me  to   permit  them  to 
go  on  ftiore  to  join  their  comrades  in  the  battle. 
The  idea  of  going  into  adion  proved  a  more 
falutary  ftimulus  than  could  be  found  in  the . 
whole  of  the  London  or  Edinburgh  Phartoa- 


copceia  ;  and,  ftrange  to  add,  the  found  of  the 
dcftru^Uve  cannon  promifed  to  be  a  more 
bealing  balm,  then  the  mildeft  emollient  pre^ 
hj  the  doctor. 


In  adverting  to  the  country,  from  whence 
I  addrefs  you,  I  may  remark  that  circum- 
ilances  attended  our  landing,  whicb  were  not 
the  mofl  calculated  to  create  a  favorable  im-* 
preflion  of  the  colony.  The  morning  had 
been  clouded,  and,  it  becoming  wet,  we  were 
completely  drenched  with  rain  in.,  the  boats, 
and  thenfet  on  fhore  in  the  midft  of  a  heavy 
fliower^  From  the  landing-place  we  had 
nearly  a  mile  to  walk  to  the  town;  and  fuch  4 
walk,  perhaps,  could  not  have  been  found  in  any 
other  country — Holland  excepted.  From  the 
nature  of  the  road  it  was  almoft  impoflible  to 
maintain  ourfelves  upon  our  feet  for  z  fingle 
ftep.  Fatigued  by  heat,  we  had  to  drag  along 
in  the  rain,  either  ancle-deep  in  mud,  or  flip- 
ping and  Aiding  about  upon  a  wet  furface  of 
clay. 

We  arrived  at  the  town  in  a  fadly 
drenched  and  befpattered  condition  ;  but  here 
we  found  our  feet  relieved  by  ftepping  on  a 


tiarro w  caufe way ,  paved  with  fmall  bricks  put 
cdgewife  into  the  ground.  This  was  a  glad 
change  to  our  trembling  limbs,  and  now,  from 
requiring  lefs  heed  to  our  fteps,  and  the  rain 
ceafmg,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  looking 
round  us  to  obferve  the  general  appearance  of 
the  town  and  the  country.  I  could  have  fan- 
cied my  felf  in  Holland,  The  land  appeared  as 
one  wide  flat  interfered  with  dykes  and  canals 
t-irthe  roads  mere  banks  of  mud  and  clay, 
thrown  from  the  ditches  at  their  (ides — and  the 
houfes  bedaubed  and  painted  in  tawdry  colors, 
like  Dutch  tpys,  giving  the  whole  a  ftriking 
refemblance  to  the  mother  country. 


The  town  is  (imply  two  long  rows  of 
houfes,  built  very  di(lant  from  each  other,  with 
a  wide  green  in  the  middle,  by  way  of  ftreet. 
It  is  more  than  a  mile  in  length,  running  in  a 

line  from  the  river  back  to  the  foreft — the 

« 

jnoft  inconvenient  form  perhaps  that  could 
have  been  contrived,  as  it  throws  moft  of  the 
houfes  far  away  from  the  river,  and  deprives 
them  of  the  great  advantages,  for  trade,  which 
they  might  have  had  by  erecting  the  houfes 
parallel  with  thecourfe  of  the  water.  To 
rem^y  this  defe£);   canals  and  ditches  have 
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been  cut,  at  the  backs  of  the  houfes,  which  a,^t 
perhaps  the  worft  poffible  neighbours  the  in- 
habitants could  have  near  them,  for  be- 
ing filled  with  mud,  and  all  the  filthy  drain- 
ingsofthe  town,  and, only  partially  emptied 
by 'the  reflux  of  the  tide,  they  become  highly 
ofFenfive,  and  tend  to  generate  difeafe.  The 
caufeway  of  bricks  i$  continued  throughout 
the  whole  length  of  the  town ;  but  the  car- 
riage way,  like  the  road  we  travelled  from  the 
fort,  is  of  mere  clay  and  mud. 

We  could  not  difcover  any  place  bearing 
the  appearance  of  an  inn  or  hotel,  but,  two 
other  oflScers  and  myfelf  had  the  good  fortune 
to  meet  an  Englifli  fettler,  in  the  ftreet,  who 
very  kindly  conduced  us  to  his  houf<?,  and, 
with  great  htofpitality,  not  only  provided  us 
with  the  means  of  drying  our  clothes,  and 
cleaning  our  perfons,  but,  alfo,  fet  before  us 
fome  fine  Dutch  herrings,  with  wine,  punch, 
and  other  refrefhments. 

After  waiting  upon  the  General,  at  the 
government  hbufe,  1  loft  no  time  in  proceed- 
ing upon  duty  ;  and,  without  delay,  went  out 
in  fearch  of  fome  building  to  convert  into  an 
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hofpital,  or  place  of  accommodation  for  our  ficL 
This  would  have  led  to  a  new  journey,  by- 
way  of  the   wet   and  flippery  road,  to   the 
fort ;  but, -among  the  happy  events  of  the  day, 
fortupe  threw  me  in  the  path  of  another  gen- 
tleman refiding, in  the  town,  whoj  upon'ob- 
ferving  me  fcrambling  through  the  mud  and 
clay,  infifted  upon  my  taking   his  boat  and 
flaves  to  convey  me  to  the  fort,  by  way  of 
the  river,  afluring  me  that  to  walk  it  might 
be  a  dangerous  excefs  of  fatigue ;  and,  fur- 
ther, direding  his  negroes  to  wait,  and  bring 
me  back,  to  his  houfe,  to  dinner.     Perhaps 
I  was   little   inclined   tp  refufe,   but  it   had 
l)een  difficult   to   refift  the  preffing    civility 
vvith    which    the    accommodation    was    of- 
fered, accordingly  I  accepted   the  boat,  and, 
afterwards,  returned  and  ate  of  boiled  fowl^ 
and  a  roafted  kid.    During  dinner  the  friendly 
invitation  was  extended  to  a  requeft,  almoft 
amounting  to  a  demand,  from  both  the  gen- 
tleman and  lady  of  the  table,   that  \  would 
make  that  hpufe  my  home  fo  long  as  the  fer- 
vice  fhould  require  my  continuance  at  Sta- 
broek.     Thus  has  fortune,  at  once,  eftabliflied 
me  in  good  quarters  in  the  enemy's  country,' 
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Wittiout  a  billet,  and  even  without  the  trouble 
of  feeking  them* 

Poor  Carrol  the  Yurgeott,  ^ho  accotn- 
Ipanied  our  ftaff,  having  been  direfted  to  pro- 
teed  with  the  troops,  who  were  to  have  landed 
previous  to  the  furrender  of  the  fort,  is,  un« 
^lappily,  a  fevere  fuffcrer  from  Iqng  expofure  to 
iieat  in  the  boat.  After  being  away  upwards 
of  thirty  hours  he  returned  to  the  Grenada, 
with  a  very  alarming  attack  of  hsemate- 
mefis  *.  He  left  us  yefterday  morning  in 
ftrong  and  florid  health,  and  is,  to-day, 
brought  back  with  a  death-like  pallor  of  coun- 
tenance, and  in  a  ftate  of  almoft  inconceivable 
debility  and  exhauftion.  A  veflcl  having  rup- 
tured in  the  ftomach  he  vomits  up  pure  blood 
in  furprifmg  quantities. 

With  a  faint  and  languid,  but  moft  pe- 
netrating look,  he  caft  his  eye  up  to  me,  and  in 
a  faultering  voice  expreffed  himfelf  confcious  of 
the  very  imminent  peril  of  his  fituation,  aflur- 
ing  me  that  he  was  well  aware  how  few  hourg 
he  bad  to  Uvcy  and  requefting  me  to  take  his 

*  Vomiting  <>f  blood. 
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pocket-book  and  money  into  my  poflcflion, 
and  to  fee  that  his  property  was  difpofed  of, 
after  his  death,  as  he  had  direded.  Never 
perhaps  was  wltneffed  a  ill  ore  interefting,  or 
more  affli£ting  fcene !  You  will  form  to  your- 
fclf  the  beft  reprefentation  of  it  by  placing 
before  your  imagination  a  dead  corpfe,  andi 
fancying  its  pale  lips  to  move,  while  its  funk 
flattened  eye  turns,  feebly,  towards  you* 


But  I  do  not  wholly  defpair  of  his  re- 
covery. Being  now  placed  in  an  eafy  and 
fettled  pofition,  with  the  fliip  quietly  at  an- 
chor, I -am  not  without  the  hope  that  the 
bleeding  and  vomiting  may  ceafe,  in  whkh 
cafe  he  might  probably  be  recovered  from  the 
extreme  debility  occafioned  by  the  great  quan- 
tity of  blood  already  loft» 
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LETTER    XL 

A  detachment  of  the  enpeditUn  proceeds  to  Befbifche.  Scarcity 
affrejb  provifwns.  Author  forejials  the  market.    Purchafes 

-  a  bajket  of  pines,  C^duB  of  the  Captain  of  a  French  pri^ 
vateer — of  another  republican  citizen.  Healthy  appearance 
of  the  cohnifls.  Demarara  not  lefs  falubrious  than  the 
ijlands.  Country  flot^  and  like  Holland.  Author  vtfits  a 
coffee  plantation^  Alluring  groves  and  avenues  of  fruit 
trees*  Authors'  fever  ely  attacked  by  their  keepers.  Welcomed 
ty  a  kind  /tymph  of  the  grove,  and  prefented  with  the  gar-- 
den^s  tr^Men  fruit.  Meets  aflave  with  a  load  of  oranges. 
Obtains  leave  from  Mynheer  Meertens  to  gather  fruit  for  the 
Ctck  foldiers.  Etents  favorable  to  the  gratification  of  Eu-^ 
ropean  curiofity.  A  fale  of  flaves.  Parties  of  Indians, 
Author  has  a  Jlave  placed  at  his  elbow  during  dinner.  Is 
complimented  with  one  at  his  bedchamber  door.  Commence^ 
ment  of  the  wet  feafon.  Weflern  hofpitality  not  confined  t9 
Barbadoes.  Author  foliciied  to  pur  chafe  a  female  flave. 
Remarks  of  a  lady,  on  hearing  the  cries  of  aflave  under 
punijhment.    Prize  moneys 

Demarara,  April  28. 

Jl  AViNG  fecure  pofleffion  of  the  colony  of 
Effequibo  and  Demarara,  a  divifion  of  our 
armament  has  been  detached  to  the  attack  of 
the  adjoining  fettlement  of  Berbifche,  which 
feparates  us  from  Surinam. 


177     .      - 

The  whble  of  the  coaft  not  being  yet 
cleared  of  its  wild  woods,  no  regular  road  is 
eftabliflbed  between  the  twp  colonies,  although 
Demarara  and  Berbifche  lie  contiguous  to  each 
other ;  and  hence  this,  like  moft  of  our  ex-^* 
peditions,  is  expofed  to  all  the  uncertainties  of 
the  wind  and  the  ocean.  The  troops  were 
embarked  on  board  fmall  floops  and  fchooners, 
calcukted  for  the  ihallow  water©  of  this  muddy, 
coaft  ;  and  it  is  expeded  that  they  will  reach- 
Berbifche  to-morrow  evening,  or  the  foUowr 
ing  morni«g,  the  diftahce  between  the  two 
great  rivers,  which  give  names  to  the  colo- 
nics, being  but  little  more  than  twenty 
leagues. 

We  are  taught  that  it  will  not  be  pofEble 
to  procure  firefh  animal  provifions  in  thefc 
colonies^  in  the  quantity  neceflary;  for  the 
army:  but  it  is  fuggefted  that  we  may  obtain 
a  fupply  from  the  Spaniards,  who  histve  great 
numbers  of  wild  cattle,  in  the  ifland  of  Tri- 
nidad^ and  lijipn  the  neighbouring  coaft  of 
Oronqko*  Vegetables  and  fruits  w,e  find^? 
hcre^  in  great  plenty.  The.  market,  as  atBar-> 
badoes,  is  held  on    Sunday,  and  is  fupplie4-  , 
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by  means  of  what  the  negroes  either  grow^ 
or  fteah 

Being  anxious  to  proiide  for  the  fick^ 
In  the  beft  way  our  fupjdy  would  admit,  I 
became,  on  Sunday  laft,  quite  a  foreftaller  of 
&e  market.  Taking  with  me  a  party  of 
flaves,  and  of  orderlies  from,  the  hoipital,  we 
Went,  at  an  early  hour,  to  the  fpot  where  the 
negroes  ufually  afiemble  with  their  loads ;  and 
finding  that  very  few  bad  arrived,  we  walked 
out  to  the  dii^rent  road^,  leading  to  the  town^ 
add,  there,  made  our  ptirchafes  in  the  grois, 
as  we  chanced  to  meet  the  fupplies  on  thdr 
way  to  the  market* 

I  know  not  whether  you  will  hold  this 
fbreftalling  and  monopoly  to  be  juftifiable;* 
but  I  felt  it  confiflent  with  my  duty  to  the 
fick ;.  and  if  any  of  thofe  who  were  well  tx^ 
perienced  a  difappointment  at  the  market,  in 
confequence  of  it,  my  coniblation  was,  that 
they  would  be  much  better  able  to  fuppljr 
themfetves,  by  other  means,  than  the  poor 
fuiFering  objeds  for  whom  I  had  to  pro^ 
Tide.- 
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Perhaps  it  Is  profeflional,  but  it  has  evet 
been  a  principle,  with  me,  to  exert  my  firft 
care  for  thofe  who  are  in  ficknefs,  confcious 
tchat  thofe  in  health  will  fuffer  left  from  oc- 
caiional  deficiency:  and  the  gratification  I 
experience  in  feeing  the  poor  objeds,  who  are 
looking  up  to  me,  well  fupplied  and  content- 
ed, reconciles  all  difficulties,  while  it  aflurca 
piethat  the  maxim  is  corred. 

Not  having  frefh  animal  proviiions,  an 
ample  fupply  of  vegetables  is,  abfolutely,  ne^ 
ceflary  to  diminifh  the  faltnpfs  of  the  brothsj 
and  melTes,  which  we  are  compelle4  to  pre*? 
pare,  from  barrelled  beef  and  pork,  for  the 
fick»  Had  my  purchafe,  therefore,  engrofled 
every  yam  and  potatoe  of  the  market,  feel- 
ings of  humanity,  no  lefs  than  imperious  ne;- 
ceflity,  would  have  fandioned  the  i?ionoply* 

■  '  *  ■  » 

:  It  will,  perhaps,  furprize  you  to  learn 
that,  aogiQng  our  marketings,  I  purchafed  a 
larg^  hamper  of  pines,  nearly  as  heavy  as 
a  negro  could  carry,  for,  only,;  the  imaU  fun^ 
of  three  bits.  On  counting  them  over,  I 
found  that  I  had  feyenteen  £ne  large  pine« 
for  only  fifteen- pence,  being  fomewhat  left 
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than  a  penny  each»    I  thought  to  London  !  and 
wiflied  I  could  fend  you  a  waggon-load. 


I  muft  not  omit  telling  you  that, 
among  the  veflcls  lying  in  the  rirer  at  the 
time  of  oUr  approach,  was  a  French  privateer, 
commanded  by  afuriou's  revolutioVaty citizen 
€^  the  great  Republic— fans- culhttcs  de  la  pre-- 
miere  claffe — wha,  in  all  the  rage  of  wild  de- 
mocracy, refolved  not  to  ftrike  his  flag  to  the 
«*  Tytanl^EngUjb !"  Seeing  no  poffibifity  of 
faiFing  fronf  the  harbour,  without  being  token, 
he  ran  his  veflfel  as  far  as  poflSble  up  the 
river,  and, '  there,  funk  *  her.  One  of  our 
fchooners  being  fent  in  purfuit  of  her^' found 
the  veffel,  with  only  her  mafts  above  water  ; 
the  crew  having  gone  on  fhore,  in  the  boat; 
to  feet  their  efcape,  through  the  wild  woods  j 
leaXring  a  moft'infolent  and  abufrve  lettct  in  a 
bottle,  tied  to  the  maft-head.  This  fpecimen 
erf  gafconfade,  and  republican  fcurrility,  be- 
gan "  You  d— d  inf^  rafcals,**  and,  being 
contintred  in  low  arid  vulgar  abufe^'  went  on* 
to  aflfure  na'that,  on  otir  return  to  the  iftands, 
the  brave  Vidtor  Hugues  would  "teach  us  the 
valour  oi  true  reptiblibans." 


•  *  ■ 
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We  are  not  without  the  hope  of  being 
able  to  raife  the.privateer^and  make  her  ufeful  ;, 
and  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  her  defpe- 
rate  citizen-commander  may  find  it  poffible  to 
traverfe  the  woods  to  any  place  of  fecurity.  It 
feems  far  more  probable  that  he  may  be  com- 
pelled to  take  Ihelter  in  fome  remote  part,  either 
of  the  colony  of  Demarara,  or  Berbifche ;  and 
that  it  may,  yet,  be  his  fortune  to  feek  the 
clemency  of  thofe  whom  his  folly  and  temerity 
have  led  him  fc  grofsly,  and  unjuftly,  to  revile*^ 

In  the  toysrn  o^  Stabroek,  likewife,  we 
found  another  violent  republican,  whofe  rafh 
and  revolutionary  zeal  outran  all  the  bounds 
of  difcretion.  This  was  a  citizen  who  for- 
merly held  a  kind  bf  tavern,  or  public  houfe, 
in  Stabroek :  and  although  he  was,  entirely, 
in  our  power,  policy  did  not  lead  this  man 'to 
the  Cohcealmentj  nor  even  the  molierate  ex-* 
preflion  of  his  mifchievous  .fentiments.  He 
not  only  avowed,  but  fought  to  inculcate 
the  moft  violent  and  revolutionary  princi- . 
pies ;  and  although  he  had  much  caufe  of 
diftrefs,  from  domeftic  afflidion,  he  could  not 

*  He  fell  into  difeafe,  and  died  before  he  reached  thf 
i^ojony  of  Surinam. 

N  3 
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rcfift  the  pleafore  of  grofsly  abufing  the 
**  Englijb  arijlocratsy^  and  indulging  in  loud 
political  declamation !  His  wife  had  died  the 
very  evening  the  Dutch  garrifon  furrendered, 
biit  the  colony  becoming  fubjed  to  the  "  «o- 
narcbical  Englijhl^  was  deeper  grief  to  this 
modem-feeling — this  high-patriot  republican, 
thaii  the  lofs  of  his  better-felf !  Next  morning 
the  corpfe  of  his  deceafed  wife  was  carried 
to  a  fliort  diftance  out  of  the  town,  and  this  citi- 
zen leveller,  without  prayer  or  lamentation, 
committed  the  body  of  his  late  partner    "  to 

the  crabs."      Rdigion,  and  even  its 

forms  feem  to  be,  l^ere,  difpenfed  with,  for 
they  have  neither  a,  place  of  worfhip,  nor  of 
interments  Citizen  M —  followed  his  poor 
unlamented  wife  to  the  fields,  and  there  con- 
figned  her  to  a  hole  in  the  earth,  uttering  his 

grief  in  loud  curfes  againft  •  •  ; «  .  the 

ariftocrats! 

/  • 

A  few  days  fince  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  dining  in  company  with  feveral  of  the 
planters  of  this  colony,  who  have  eflatesupoa 
the  fea-coail ;  and  I  could  not  but  remark  a 
ftriking  difference  between  thefe  gentlemen, 
and  thofe  who^^  conflantly,  refide  in  Stabroek, 


or  in  Bridge-town ;  compared  to  whom  they 
would  feem  the  more  robuft  inhabitants  of  a 
temperate  climate.  Both  in  countenance  and 
in  general  ftamina,  they  are  very  unlike  the 
fallow  cachedic-looking  fubjefts  of  the  towns. 
To  find  any  of  the  coldnifts  of  Co  ftrong  and 
healthy  appearance,  was  matter  of  gratification 
to  me,  having  been  imprefled  with  a  contrary 
expeftation,  from  the  very  difcouraging  re- 
ports  I  had  heard  regarding  thefe  fettlements. 

* 

From  all  that  I  had  colleded  upon  the 
fubjeft,  Ihad  undcrftood  it  to  be  a  vety  gene- 
rally received  opinion  at  Barbadoes,  and  the 
neighbouring  iflahds,  that  the  climate  upon  the 
coaft  of  Guiaiia  was,  Angularly,  unheahhy : 
but  the  appearance  of  the  gentlemen  alluded 
to  is  fufficient  to  refcue  it  from  a  prejudice . 
fo  unwarranted.  Judging,  indeed,  from  whiat 
I  have  yet  feen,  there  feems  no  caufe  to  be-* 
lieve  that  the  air  of  this  coaft  is  fraught  with 
any  thing  of  peculiar  infalubrity  j  or  that  it 
is,  in  any  degree,  more  noxious  than  the  atmo-  ' 
fphere  of  the  iflands. 

^    An  opportunity  has,  alfo,  occurred  to  me 
of  viewing  the  general  face  of  the  colony,  by 

N  4 
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making  a  ride  of  fome  miles  into  the  country^ 
i^  an  open  carriage ;  but,  without  attempting 
to  give  you  a  more  minute  defcription,  at  pre- 
fenty  I  may,  (imply,  confirm  the  remark  I  made 
at  our  firft  coming  on  fhore — that  the  whole 
of  the  land  is  one  wide-extended  plain,  thickly 
covered  with  cotton-bufhes,  and  every  where 
interfered,  with  ditches  and  canals,  like  the 
low  territory  of  Holland. 

I  have,  likewife,  made  a  vifit  of  curiofity 
to  a  coffee  plantation,  near  the  town,  where 
I  faw  an  extenfive  difplay  of  the  riches  and 
luxuriancy  of  the  foil  of  Guiana.  This  eftate 
differs  from  the  wide  fields  upon  the  coaft, 
only  in  beipg  a  flat  furface  of  coffee^  inftead  of 
tottori ;  but  It  is  rendered  rich  and  inviting, 
from  being  traverfed  with  green  walks,  (haded 
with  fine  rows  of  trees,  whofe  loaded  brandies, 
bend  under  the  vai,rious  fpegies  of  tropical 
fruits,  ferving,  at  the  fame  time,  to  delight  the; 
eye,  regale  the  olfactories,  and  refrefh  the 
palate.  A  pleafant  path,  more  than  a  mile  ia 
length,  and  of  fuflficient  width  for  carriages, 
leads  down  the  middle  of  the  eftate,  the  fides 
being  decorated  with  papgoea,  oranges,  aya-i 
gata  pears,  and  many  other  kinds  of  fruit. 
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Croffitig  this  walk,  near  tbe  centre,  ia  Jt 
thick  grove  of  many  Hundreds  of  orange  trees, 
clad  in  all  the  variety  of  umbrageous  foliage, 
fragrant  Bloflbms,  unripe  g^r^en  and  ripe 
golden  fruit. 

In  the  genial  climate  of  Europe,  under 
the  mild  fun  and  foft  breezes  of  England, 
how  delightful  would  be  fields  or  gardens 
thus  planted,  and  how  gratefully — -how,  ex- 
quifitely  enjoyed !  But,  here,  under  the 
fcorchings  of  a  torrid  fun,  while  the  eye^ 
^nd  the  olfa(3;ories,  and  the  palate  are  rC'*- 
galed,  the  tortured  fenfe  of  feeling  preclude^ 
every  poflibility  of  enjoyments  If  expofed  to 
the  open  fun,  the  excefs  of  heat  produces  in- 
fqpportat^Ie  languor  and  fatigue — and  ifyoa 
feek  the  protediing  {hadp  of  the  fruit  trees,  you 
are,  there,  tormented  with  the  fharp  bitings  of 
jnyriads  of  mufquitpes, 

«  - 

Invited  by  the  grateful  odour,  and  think- 
ing to  enjoy  the  cool  {hade,  \  left  the  broad 
and  heated  path,  tq  rs^mble  in  the  fweet  ave^ 
nues  of  the  orange  grov?,  but  ^re  my  foot 
had  traced  its  fgcond  ftep  iq  the  cool  graft, 
I^was  befet  by  the  thpnCi^nd  ftiogs  pf  hoftil? 

■  r  •  '"■    ' 
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keepers,  fcarccly  left  fierce  dr  left  watthful, 
than  the  fleepleft  guardian  of  the  delicious 
fruits  of  the  Hefperides ;  and,  it  requiring  more 
than  the  power  of  Hercules  to  fubdue  them,  I 
foon  difcovered  that  my  beft  remedy  was  a 
hafty  retreat. 

In  my  efcape  I  experienced  more  courte- 
ous fare ;  for,  upon  turning  from  the  grove, 
a  gentle  nymph,  who  had  efpied  me  from  the 
maniion,  approached,  in  graceful  ftep,  to  bid 
me  wdlcome  ;  nor  did  (he  withhold,  like  the 
Hefperian  maids,  the  garden's  golden  prc- 
duce ;  but,  kindly,  prefented  me  with  its 
fweeteft,  choiceft  fruits.  In  plain  terms  a  very 
fine  mulatto  woman  of  the  houfe,  feeing  me 
walking,  and  obferving  me  to  be  a  ftranger, 
came  out,  with  a  plate  of  the  fweeteft  oranges 
of  the  grove,  and,  inviting  me  to  eat,  with 
much  gracefulnefs  and  urbanity,  kindly  bade 
me  welcome. 

Prefently  afterwards  I  met  a  robuft  negro 
carrying  a  heavy  bafket  of  fruit  upon  his 
head,  and  afking  him  how  they  difpofed  of 
the  immenfe  numbers  of  oranges  growing 
upon  the  «ftate,  he  tejplied  "gib  'em  to  de 
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neighbours,  Mafla.**  My  mind,  again^  hurried 
to  my  friends  in  England,  and  I  wifhed  I  could 
convey  to  you  a  dozen  chefts  as  frefh,  and  aft 
fragrant  as  they  were,  then,  before  my  eye* 
Although  in  this  wifli  I  could  not  hope  to  be* 
gratified,  it  occurred  to  me,  that  to  many  of 
my  countrymen,  not  fo  far  diftant,  they  might 
prove  highly  grateful  and  refrefhing;  therefore, 
availing  myfelf  of  the  information,  I  wrote  to 
Mynheer  Meertens — the  attorney  of  the  eftate, 
and  have  obtained  permiflion  to  gather  baf- 
kets  of  oranges  for  the  fick  foldiers,  whenever 
I  pleafe.  To  have  had  this  the  refult  of  my 
walk,  I  could  have  extended  it  to  the  extrem- 
eft  depth  of  the  grove,  although  the  fangui- 
nary  mufquitoes  had  intoxicated  themfelves 
with  deep  draughts  from  my  veins* 

I  fhould  feel  it  an  unworthy  omiffiori  not 
to  give  you  a  copy  of  Mynheer  Meerten'$ 
obliging  note  to  the  manager,  after  reading  my 
requeft.  It  was  as  follows :  "  Monfr.  Keller, 
a  Thabitafion  Vleffingen  aura  la  bonte  de  pro- 
curer,  de  terns  en-tems,  pour  les  militaires  qui 
font  malades,  les  fruits  tels  qu'ils  s'y  trouvent. 
U  obligera,  fon  tres  humble  ferviteun 
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During  tkcfcw  days,  fince  our  arrival 
Kcre,  events  and  circumftances  have  occurred, 
as  if  they  had  been  planned  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  our  curiofity,  or  defigned  exprefsly  to 
place  before  us  what  was  likely  to  be  mod 
ftriking  to  Europeans. 

Already  have  we  witneffed  the  humilia- 
ting,  but  very  interefting  fight  of  a  cargo  of  fe- 
veral  hundreds  of  human  fubjeds  being  land- 
ed from  a  flave-fhip,  and  expofed  to  public 
fale ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  naked  beings, 
who  range  in  the  utmoft  freedom  of  human 
nature,  have  prefented  themfelves  in  crowds  to 
our  obfervation — -parties  of  copper-coloured 
Indians,  from  the  wild  woods,  having  come 
down  the  river  in  their  canoes  to  vifit  the 
town.  It  has  alfo  chanced  to  occur  to  me  Xo 
he  addreffed  by  an  ynhappy  flave,  ftrongly  en- 
treating me  to  purchafe  her  from  her  mafter  j 
and  I  have  further  witneffed  with  furprife,  the 
>  more  than  apathy,  perhaps  I  might  fay,  the 
exultation  of  a  white  lady,  on  hearing  the  crie^ 
of  a  negro  .  fuffering  under  the  whip.     Like- 

wife  the  honor  has. been  done  me  of  having 

»  .  ^ 

a  young  flave  placed  by  my  elbow  at  dinner 
tinci?,  with  a  fra^ant  bough  to  defend  mc  fronx 
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the  flies ;  and  I  have  been  ^amplimented  with  a 
nefgro  to  fleep  at  my  bed-room  door,  in  order 
to  be  in  readinefs — in  cafe  I  fhould^require  him 
to  beat  off  the  mufquitoes,  or  lo  bring  me  any 

thing  in  the  night. 

/  .       * 

It  proves  that  we  are  here  juftin  time  to 
witnefs  the  fetting  in  of  the  rainy  feafbn ;  it  hav- 
ing announced  itfelf  by  the  falling  of  heavy 
fliowers  almoft  every  morning.fince  our  land- 
ing :  and,  amidft  all  the  other  ddighfs  and 
novelties  of  this  moment,  I  muft  not  forget 
to  note,  to  you,  that  I  now  experience  the 
fiery  fenfation  of  having  my  whole  {kin  thick- 
ly befet  with  prickly  heat. 
.  .   ^       ,    .i  ■  ' 

We  find  that  the  Weftern  code  of  hofpi- 
tality,  fo  prominent  at  'Barbadoes,  is  not  con- 
fined to  that  ifland.  It  extends  equally  to 
the  eoaft  of  South  America.  The  planters, 
whom  I  have  had  the  pleafurc  t6  meet  at 
Stabroek,  have  invited  me,  in  the  moft  cordial 
matiner,  to  their  feveral  homes,  offering  me 
every  acGommodatii)n<  at  their  plantations  in 
the  country,  whenever  I  may  find  time  to 
vifit  them.         • 


*        ^      •      * 
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Inclination  ftrongly  impels  me  to  avail 
myfelf  of  fo  pleafant  a  method  of  feeing,  and 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  colony ;  but,  at 
prefent,  the  calls  of  duty  are  too  urgent  to  al- 
low the  abfence  of  a  Hngle  day ;  and  as  it  is 
intended  that  I  ihall  return  with  the  General, 
to  head  quarters,  in  order  to  proceed  to  St. 
Domingo,  I  (hall  probably  have  to  lament  the 
impoflibility  of  embracing  the  occafion  offered 
to  me  of  better  knowing  Demarara,  asid  its  hof- 
pitable  inhabitants. 

I  (hould  tell  you  that  the  poor  unhappy 
Have,  tv^ho  came  to  me  to  entreat,  that  I  would 
purchafe  her,  was  a  very  decetlt  young  wo- 
man, here  termed  a  "  houfe- wench  *.'*    The 
hardfhips  and  ill  treatment  fhe  had  fuffered, 
had  created,  (he  faid,  fqch  an  entire  diflike  to 
her  prefent  home,  that  if  fhe  could  find  no 
"  good  Majfd^  who  would  buy  her,  fhe  had  re- 
folved  to  try  and  efcape  from  her  mifery  by 
running  away.     The  poor  creature  fhuddered 
as  fhe  mentioned  this  expedient,  fenfible  that 
if  fhe  fhould  be  retaken,  her  fufferings,  great 
as  they  were,  would  be  fadly  multiplied.    Still 
fhe  declared  fhe  was  firmly  refolved  to  hazard 

*  A  domeftic  ila?e<— not  fent  to  work  in  the  fields* 
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the  attempt,  rather  than  continue  her  prefenc 
wretched  life,  hopclefs  of  relief. 

She  wept  as  fhc  fpake,  and  the  heavy 

tear  fWelled  on  her  ebon  cheek  as  (he  related 

the  feverities  to  which  (he  had  been  fubje<Sled* 

Her  tale  was  at  once  interefting  and  diftreiC- 

ful.     It  needed   not   the  aid  of  eloquence  to 

move  compaffion.     The  fimple  narration  of 

the  hardfhips  impored,and  thepuni^(hment  io^ 

^ided  for  only  trivial  faults,  inftantly  reached 

the  feelings,  and  in  ftrong  appeal  begat  a  new 

regret  that  whole  hofts  of  human  creatures, 

for  the  of  lucre  a  few  of  their  fellow  beings^ 

differing  oiily  in  the  colour   of   their  fkiq, 

fliouU  be  degraded  to  a  fituation,  which  not 

only  deprives  them  of  the  command  of  their 

pcrfons,  but,  alfo,  robs  them  of  all  the  powers  of 

will.  r 

■   '         V 

•     •        -  »     :    .  i 

Divefted  of  every  right,  a  flave  has ,  no^ 
redrefs^ — not  eveo  ag^inft  the  bittereft  wrbngsi  ;^ 
however  opprefled — ^however  injured  h^  has[ 
no  refource — no  iheans  of  relief !.  Not  h^y\t^^ 
the  power  of  changing  hi§  hoqie,  he  has  iv^ 
efcape  from  il}  ufagp  or  cruelty;  but  i^cQii^j 
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demned  to  travel  the  long  journey  of  life  in 
hopelefs  difcontent. 

The  corporal  punKhment  of  flaves  is  fo 
frequent,  that  inftead  of  exciting  the  repug- 
nant fenfations,  felt  by  Europeans  on  firft 
witnefling  it,  fcarcely  docs  it  produce,  in  the 
breads  of  thofe  longaccuftomed  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  even  the  flighteft  feeling  of  compaffion. 
The  lady  Ihavcjabove  alluded  to  appears  of  good 
natural  difpofition,  and  in  no  degree  difpofed 
to  general  cruelty;  but  the  frequency  of  the 
fight  has  rendered  her  callous  to  its  common 
influence  upon  the  feelings.  Being  one  morn- 
ing at  her  houfe,  while  fitting  in  conv^fation, 
we  fuddenly  heard  the  loud  cries .  of  a kiegctx'ijr, 

fufFering  under  the  whip.  Mrs. ^?P/  "*"*'' 

furprize    on   obferving    me  fliudder.'/i 
fhrieks,  and  you  will  believe  that  I  was  in  ut- 
ter aftonifhment  to  find  her  treat  his  fufferings 

■ 

as  matter  of  amufement.  It  proved  that  the 
punifhment  proceeded  from  the  arm  of  the* 
lady^'s  hulband,  and  fell  upon  one  of  her  own 
flaves ;  and,  can  you  believe  that  on  learning 
this,  fhe  exclaimed  with  a  broad  fmile,  "  Aha  ! 
it  will  do  him  good  !  a  little  wholcfome  flageU 


V  -  .1        *      t  » 
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latibn  win  refrefli  hiih^-f^It  will  fobcrhitn: — It 
will  open  Bis  &in,  aiid  make  him  alert.     If 
Y—  was  to  give  it  them  allj  it  would.be  of  . 
fcrvice  to  them  !'* 

i  could  fibt  fcotriplimcnt  the  lady  upon  her 
hymanity.  The  loud  clang  of  the  whip  con- 
tinued, and  the  poor  imploring  negro  as  loud- 
ly cried  "  Ob  Majjh^  Maffa-^Goa  d mighty^ 
God^  blefs  you  Maffa  1  I  beg  you  pardon  !  Ob  ! 
Majfa^  Ob  I  I  beg  you  pardon  !  Ob  !  God 
almighty — Gqd  blefs  you  /"—Still  the  whip 
fbunded  aloud,  ^nd  dill  the  lady  cried  ^^  Ayej 
it's  very  neceflary  !''  ' 

Prefeiitly  I  learned  that  this  unfortunate 
(lave  was  puniihed  for  drunkennefs,  having 
become  intoxicated,  in  confequence  of  hia 
miftrefs  treating  him  with  money  to  buy 
mm.  I  could  not  but  remark  that  in  fuch  cafe 
it  doubly  became  her  to  petition  her  hufband^ 
in  behalf  of  the  poor  man  j  obferving,  that  at 
all  events,  it  muft  be  quite  ufelefs  to  punifh 
him,  while  he  was  jn  a-ftate  not  to  be  fenfible 
of  the  crime;  To  this  the  tender  lady  replied^ 
-^"  Aye  but  if  Y— ^  was  to  fpare  him  till  morn-' 
ing  he  wouldn't  give  it  him  then !" 

TOL.  IK  o 
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Such  is  the  cfFed:  of  habit  in  fubdulng 
even  our  moft  amiable  feelings.     Could  this 

.  lady  have  known  how  much  her  remarks  de- 
formed her,  policy  had,  no  doubt,  led  to  a  dif- 
ferent exprelTion,  although  humanity  had  not 
taught,  nor  habit  allowed  her  to  feel  a  different 

,'ientiment ! 

Let  mc  afk  you,  my  friend,  what  you  would 
fay  were  you  to  fee  me  return  home  as  rich 
as  a  Weft  India  planter,  or  an  Eaftern  Nabob  ? 
Know  that  fanguine  whifper  fondly  augments 
the  value  of  our  captured  property  to  upwards 
of  jf20o,ooo  !  What  if  I  fhould  chance  to 
fhare  to  a  weighty  amount,  and,  in  the  event 
of  our  proceeding  to  new  conquefts,  return  to 

[  my  frienda  with a  Benjamin  Jack  ! 

We  hear  of  various  fhips,  of  extenfive  ftorcs, 
of  large  eftates,  and  of  whole  gangs  of  flaves, 
all  public  property,   to  be  confifcated  for  the 

I  benefit  of  the  ffl/Zorf.    Knowing  with  what  ^- 

I  dlity  prize  money  finds  its  way  into  the  fol- 
dier's  pocket,  you  will  fmile  at  the  riches  of 

'  your  friend,  thus  acquired  ;  and,  perhaps, 
nvould  deem  it  a  hazardous  fpeculation  to  offer 
a   £^  note   for  my  whole  fhare  of  profits. 

iStill,  being  here,  in  the  dire^ion  of  a  depart- 
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ment,  I  am  really  told,  that  I  ought  to  calcu- 
late upon  receiving  a  fum  by  no  means  defpi- 
cable.  My  expedations,  however,  do  not  rjm 
very  high,  being  aware  of  the  clofe  meltings, 
which  fuch  kind  of  property  ufually  undergoes, 
before  it  becomes  fufficiently  refined  for  the 
pockets  of  the  captors  *. 

V 

« 

*  It  proved  thatcon&derable  property  was  afiually  con- 
demned 9nid  fol4  $  but  Bot  the  fmalleft  dividend  ha^  yet 
been  paid  to  tfaofq  enjitled  to  it.    •••.•••  Janiuir  j  1 8b6« 


/ 
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LETTER   XIL 

Barhadois  the  metropolis  of  the  Weft  Indies.  Uenvs^  letters f 
and  tidings  of  the  army  reach  Guiana^  vid,  Barhadoes, 
Great  body  of  the  armament  fails  from  Carlifle  bay.  Sir 
Hugh  Cbriftian  arrives  at  Barbadoes.  Colony  ofBerbifche 
furrenders  tothe  Englifb.  Roads  of  mud  and  clay.  Dutch 
tuiftne  better  than  the  Englifb.  Dutch  devoted  to  the  plea* 
fures  of  the  table.  Slaves  fent  to  cut  grafs  for  fale.    Punifb* 

'  ment  ofaftave.  Author  and  a  party  male  an  excurfton  to 
Mr.  0/born*s.    Vifit  to  Mr.  Dougarfs.    Happy  condition 

of  Mr.  Dougan*sflaves: of  Mr.  0/born^s.   Negroes 

in  the  Weft  Indies  fit  round  afire  in  the  evening.  Muf" 
quitoes  and  fire  flies. 

Stabroek,  May,6. 

XREVious  to  givingyoutheintelHgence  which 
reaches  us  at  this  place,  it  were  fit  to  iiiforin 
you  that  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes  is  now  be- 
come, as  it  were,  the  London  of  the  Weft  In- 
dies— the  great  capital  to  which  we  anxiouf- 
ly  look  for  events,  and  for  news.  Removed 
to  a  greater  diftance  from  you,  and  without 
any  direft  communication,  we  feem  depen- 
dent upon  this  fub-metropolis  j  and  we  learn 
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the  tidings  of  England,  of  Europe,  of  the  Weft 
India  Iflands,  and  of  the.  great  body  of  our  ar- 
my, only  as .  conveyed   to  us,  indiredly,  vii 

^ 

Barbadoes. 

Two  veflels  have  arrived  from  thence, 
and  by  thefe  we  learn  that  the  Commander 
in  chief,  and  the  troops  did  not  fail  until  the 
Sift  of  April,  being  fix  days  after  the  time  we 
left  Barbadoes.  It  was  not  publicly  known 
whether  they  had  gone  againft  Guadaloupe,  or 
St.  Lucie ;  but,  from  all  the  circumftances  of  the 
armament,  it  feems  now  to  be  the  current  opi- 
nion that  Guadaloupe  is  not  likely  to  be  attack- 
ed  during  this  campaign. 

We  are  told  that  Admiral  Chriftian  arriv-p 
ed  juft  before  the  troops  failed  from  Barbadoes, 
bringing  with  him  twenty-feven  fail  of  vcf- 
fels,  the  remnant  of  the  immenfe  fleet  with 
which  he  originally  failed,  in  the  month  of 
November  2  and  it  now  appears  that  the  (hips 
which  were  in  fight  off  Garlifle  bay,  at  the 
time  we  left  it,  were  only  a  divifion  of  the 
convoy,  and  that  the  Admiral  did  not  reach 
Barbadoes  until  fome  time  after. 

03 
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^  We  bear  that  the  colony  of  Berlufche  hat 
furreadered  to  the  troops  detached  from  hence ; 
but  the  iatelUge^ce  is  not  yet  officially  co&-> 
firmed. 

You  will  toot  fcnvy  our  walks  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Stabrod^y  when  I  tell  you  that 
the  ^et  feafon  is  now  completely  iet  in,  and 
that^  from  the  whole  foil  being  of  p^re  mud 
imd  clay-,  we  can  fcarcely  move  a  ftep  from  the 
4oor  without  bdng  anclc'-deep.  Such  roads 
Airdy  were  never  feen ;  and,  not  yet  having 
alb  opportunity  of  purchafing  a  horfe,  I  am 
diiily  compelled,  cither  to  walk  up  to  mid-kg 
in  wet  clay,  or  to  drag  tny  limbs  through  a 
path  ftill  deeper  in  mud« 

Can  you  believe  that,  when  dining  a  few 
days  fince  with  a  party  of  gentlemen,  at  Sta* 
brock,  I  fhould  have  heard  it  aflerted  that  ^6 

had  nothing  good  iii  England  but beef ! 

It  Was  the  opinion  of  a  Dutchman  ;  and  I  felt 
fome  furprize,  on  hearing  feveralof  my  country- 
ffi^n  add^  that  the  Dutch  bav^  certainly  a  betr 
ter  knowledge  of  the  good  things  of  the  table, 
poflefs  more  of  them,  prepare  them  better,  and 
are. more  devoted  tp  the  pleafures  of  the  board 
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than  the  Engliik.  I  vnfhed  for  feme  of  our 
gouty  friends,  or  our  generous  and  portly  ckr- 
zens  of  London,  to  debate  the  queftion.  The 
palm  had  not  then,  perhaps,  been  tacitly  fuiv 
rendered.  More  of  ftews  and  haflies  they 
may  have,  but  it  were  difficult  to  convince  aft 
Englifliman  that  they  have  better  food,  or  fon>. 
der  ftomachs  *• 


•» 


V 
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Something  of  novelty—-fcenes  an4  «▼•»* 
different  from  all  we  have  been  accuftopied  tp 
in  Europe,  occur  almoft  daily  to  oiir  obfer«- 
vation ;  but  I  am  afraid  of  falling  into  a  tedious 
tautology  by  detailing  them  to  you  as  they 
chance  to  arife ;  yet  I  like  to  give  y o^ 
them  as  they  occur ;  for,  ihould  I  wait  to 
comprefs  them  under  regular  and  appropri- 
ate heads,  you  might  never  have  them  at  all; 
or  they  might  be  divefted  of  the  only  merit 
chey  poflefs — that  of  being  frefli  frdm  the 
immediate  feelings  of  a  firft  impreffiodi :     X, 

*  The  author  is  aflured  by  a  friend^  who  has  long  refided 
among  the  Dutch,  ^hat  the  citizens  of  Amfterdam  are  moi^ 
pampered  than  thofe  o£  London — that  they  befllow  mere 
attention  refpe^ing  the  pijeparation  of  their  food-«Hii9t 
good  eating  and  good  cooking  are  more  ftudied,  and  that 
the  making  of  feafoned  diOies  is  qaorc  a  lyifinefs  among  the 
Hollanders. 
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therefore,  proceed  in  my  cmh  viAj  Ao  tclj 
you  that,  fince  the  date  of  my  Ikft  letter,  J- 
.have  been  witnpfs  to  a  gentleman  calling  up 
one  of  his  flaves,  into  the  breakfaft-  room,  and 
giving  him  orders  to  go  with  three  others  into 
the  fields,  the  high-ways,  or  the  woods,  and 
cut  grafs,  to  fell  in  the  town,  charging  him 
to  recoiled  that  it  was  at  the  pain  of  a  ^'  good 
flogging"  if  they  did  not  each  |)ring  hin\ 
liome  four  bits  *  at  night,  and  adding,  by 
way  of  encouragement,  that,  if  they  could 
gain  more,  they  might  keep  the  furplus  for 
themfelves.  They  went  out,  each  taking  ^ 
long  knife  and  a  ftrihg,  and  returned,  punc- 
tually, in  the  evening  with  the  fixteen  bits^ 

Unforttlnately  I  am  now  enabled  to 
fpeak  of  the  punifliment  of  a  flave,  which 
-was  far  more  fevere  than  that  mentioned  in 
my  laft  letter  ;  anfl,  I  am  forry  to  add,  attend- 
ed with  fimilar  marks  of  infenfibility,  and 
want  of  feeling,  on  the  part  qf  a  white  female. 
Happening  to  call  one  morningupon  a  lady  at 
Stabroek,  in  company  with  feveral  Europeans 
^ho   had  been  my   fellow-paffengers  hither, 

f  About  1$.  8d.  fterllng. 


pre  were  fcarcely  feated  before  we  heard  the 
bleeding  claqg  bf  the  whip,  find  the  painful 
cries  of  a  poor  unfortunate  black.  .  The  lady 
pF  the  houfe,  more  accuftomed  to  fcenes  ci 
flavery  than  ourfelves,  pointing  tp  the  fpot, 
as  if  it  were  a  pleafant  fight  for  ftrapgers,  or 
fomethiqg  that  might  divert  U8,  aiked,  with  ap- 
parent  glee,  if  we  faw  them  ^^Jioggir^  the 
negre  ^"  Truly  w€  faw  the  whole  too  clearly* 
A  poor  unhappy  flave  was  flretched  out  naked^ 
upon  the  open  ftreet,  lied  down  with  his  face 
to  the  ground  before  the  fifqal's  door,  his  two 
legs  extended  to  one  ftake,  his  arms  drained 
put,  at  full  length,  to  two  others  in  form  of 
<  the  letter  Y,  and,  thus  fecured  to  the  earth, 
two  ftrong-armed  drivers  *,  placed  at  his  fideat 
^ere  cutting  his  bare  fkin,  by  turas^   with 
Jong   heayy-lafhed    whips,  which,    from  thp 
found,  alone,  without  feeing  the  blood  that 
followed,  conveyed  the  idea  of  t;eariDg  away 
piece?  of  flefli  at  every  ftroke. 

Confident  with   the  freedom,  and  im- 

^  Slaves  fo  teraied  from  being  promoted  to  the  diftin- 
guifhed  office  of  following  their  comrades,  upon  all  occa- 
(ions,  with  a  whip  at  their  backs,  as  an  Engliih  carter  fid- 
lows  his  horfes*  ^ 
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ptftulity  I  hav«  always  obfervcd  in  offering 
you  my  "notes/*  I  am  extremely  happy  to  be 
tble  to  relieve  you  from  this  painful  fcene,  by 
fi^efenting  to  you  one  of  a  vpry  oppolite  nature 
—■One  in  which  I[am  fure  every  feeling  of  your 
liiearc  will  warmly  participate.      A  party  of 
ire^ently  arrived  Europeans  went  by  invitation 
'to\dine.at  ^  Arcadia"— the  plantation  of  a  Mr. 
Ofbom,    about  eight   miles    from  Stabroek. 
JPive  (laves  were  fent,  with  a  handfome  cover- 
ed boat  to  fetch  us,  in  which  we  had  a  moft 
|)Ieafant  fail,  about  fix   miles  up   the  river, 
and,  then,  coming  into  a  canal,  which  led  to 
the'  eftate,  we  were  drawn  about  two  miles 
liirther,  by  "the  negroes  running  at  the  fide  of 
4he  canal,  finging  all  the  way,  and  pulling, 
in  merry  tune,  together.     On  our  arrival  at 
Mr.  Ofborn's,  we  were  prefented  with  wine, 
fruits,  and  various  refrefhments ;    and,  after- 
wards, were  amufed  till  dinner-time  in  view- 
ing the  coffee  plantation,  the  negro  yard,  and 
the  different  premifes.     At  dinner  we  fhared 
all  the  good  things  of  the  colony,  and,  in  the 
afternoon,  were  conduded  acrofs  the  canal  to 
yifit  the  eftate,  and  happy  home  of  Mr.  Dou- 
gan,  a  neighbour  whom  Mr.  Ofborn  had  in- 
vited to  meet  us. — Here  we  found  a  rich  fugar 


I 
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plantatioa  bordered  with  cofiee  and ,  fruiu. 
Leading  to  the  fugar  fields,  were  fine  rows  of 
fruit  trees,  laden  with  branges,  forbidden  fruit, 
(haddocks,  and  citrons— the  (haddocks  an4 
forbidden  fruit  very  ftiperior  to  any  I  had  bc^ 
fore  tafted,  indeed  fo  exquifite,  that  perhaps 
I  might  fay  they  were  the  fineft  fpecies  of  the 
two  fineft  fruits  produced  in  the  whole  garden 
of  nature. 

I  cannot  exprefs  to, you  how  much  we 
were  gratified — how  peculiarly  we  were  de- 
lighted with  all  we  faw  at  this  happy  abode  of 
Mr.  Dougan.  The  plantation  is  laid  out  with 
much  tafte,  and  having  every  advantage  of 
culture,  it  exhibits,  in  high  perfection,  all  the 
luxuriancy  of  a  rich  tropical  eftate.  Utility, 
pleafure,  and  convenience,  are  here  moft  hap- 
pily combined.  A  private  canal  leads  through 
the  n^iddle  of  the  grounds,  and  ferves,  at  once, 
for  ornament  and  pleafure,  as  well  as  for 
bringing  home  the  copious  harvefts  of  coffee 

and  fugar. 

« 

At  its  fides  are  fmooth  walks  of  grafs ;  and 
between  thefe  and  the  fugar  canes  are  borders 
planted   with   all   the  choice  tropical  fruits, 
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rendering  a  promenade  upon  the  water,  or  it$ 
banks,  mbft  fragrant  and  inviting,  and  offering 
to  the  eye  and  the  palate  all  the  variety  of 
oranges,  fhaddocks,  limes,  lemons,  cherries, 
cuftard  apples,  cafliew  apples,  avagata  pears^, 
grcnadilloes,  wat;er-lemons,  mangoes,  and 
pines.  The  other  walks,  which  traverfe  the 
plantation^  are  alfo  cool  and  fragrant  avenues 
pf  fruit  trees^     ^ 

But  however  great  the  richnefs,  beauty, 
and  fragrance  of  the  eflate,  its  canals,  and 
}Vs  walks,  dill  I  am  fenfible  that  I  (hall  more 
firmly  fecure  your  attachment  to  it,  by  men^ 
tioning  the  fimple  fad  that,  to  flavery,  it  at- 
fords  •  •  •  •  •  a  happy  home  ! 

I  know  not  whether,  upon  any  occa-. 
(ion,  fmce  my  departure  from  England,  I 
have  experienced  fuch  true  and  heart-felt  plea- 
fure  as  in  witnefling  the  high  degree  of 
comfort  and  happinefs  enjoyed  by  the  flaves 
of  '*  Profit/*  Mr.  Dougan  not  only  grants 
them  many  little  indulgences,  and  ftudies 
to  makq  them  happy,  but  he  generoufly 
fofters  them  with  a  father's  care  ;  and  they^ 
fenfible  of  l)is  tendernefs  towards  them,  look 
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to  their  revered  mafter  as  a  kind  and  affedion- 
ate  parent ;  and  with  undivided—^unfophifti- 
cated  attachment  cheerfully  devote,  to  him, 
their  labour  and  their  lives. 

Not  fatisfied  with  beftowing  upon  his 
flaves  mere  food  and  raiment,  Mr.  Dougaa 
cftablifhes  for  them  a  kind  of  right.  He  af- 
fures  to  them  certain  property,  endeavors  to 
excite  feelings  of  emulation  among  them^ 
and  to  infpire  them  with  a  fpirit  of  neatnefs 
and  order,  not  commonly  known  among 
flaves :  and  I  am  happy  to  add  that  the  efied^ 
of  his  friendly  attentions,  towards  them,  are 
itrongly  manifefted  in  their  perfons,  their 
dwellings,  and  their  general  demeanour. — ^Per- 
haps it  were  not  too  much  to  fay,  that  the 
negro  yard  at  "  Profit"  forms  one  of  the 
happiefl;  villages  within  the  wide  circle  of  the 
globe !  The  labouring  poor  of  Europe  caa 
attain  to  no  date  at  all  adequate  to  fuch 
flavery,  for  had  they  equal  comforts,  ftill 
could  they  never  be  equally  free  from-  care* 

The  flaves  of  Mr.  Dougan  are  not  only 
fed,  and  clothed,  and  tenderly  watched  in  (ick- 
nefs^  TTithout  any  perfonal  thought,  or  c6n« 
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cern,  but  each  has  his  appropriate  fpot  of 
ground,  and  his  cottage,  in  which  he  feels  a 
right  as  facred  as  if  fecured  to  him  by  all  the 
feals  and  parchments  of  the  Lord  High  Chan- 
cellor of  England,  and  his  court. 

Happy  and  contented,  the  Have  of  "Profit" 
fees   all   his  wants  fupplied.     Having  never 

.  been  in  a  ftate  of  freedom,  he  has  no  defire 
for  it.  Not  having  known  liberty,  he  feels  not 
the  privation  of  it ;  nor  is  it  within  the  power* 

,  of  his  mind  either  to  conceive  or  comprehend 
the  fenfe  we  attach  to  the  term.  "Were  freCi- 
dom  offered  to  him  he  would  refufe  to  accept 
it,  and  would  only  view  it  as  a  ftate  fraught 
with  certain  difficulties  and  vexations,  but 
offering  no  commenfurate  good.  "  Who  gib 
me  for  gnybaam  MafTa,"  he  afks  "  if  me  free  V 
"  Who  gib  me  clothes  !"  "  Who  fend  me 
doiior  when  me  fick  ?" 

With  induflry  a  flave  has  no  acquaint'^ 
ance,  nor  has  he  any  knowledge  of  the  kind 
of  comfort  and  independence  which  derive 
^rom  it.  Ambition  has  not  taught  him  that, 
in  freedom,  he  might  efcape  from  poverty— 
■act  has  he  any  conception  that  by  improving 
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his  intelleft  he  might  become  of  higher  im- 
portance in  the  fcale  of  humanity.  Thua 
circumftanced,  to  remove  him  from  the  quiet 
and  contentment  of  fuch  a  bondage,  and  to 
place  him  amidft  the  tumuhs  and  viciffitudes 
of  freedom,  were  but  to  impofe  upon  him  th^t- 
exchange  of  great  comparative  happinefsi  for 
much  of  pofitive  mifery  and  diftrefi. 


From  what  has  been  faid  you  will  per*-^ 
ceive  that  to  do  juftice  to  the  merit  of  Mr#^ 
Dougan,  would  require  a  far  more  able  peni. 
His  humane  and  liberal  condufl:  does  him: 
infinite  honor;  while  the  richnefs  of  thc: 
eftate  and  the  happinefs  of  the  flaves  loudljr: 
proclaim  his  attentive  concern.  We  were:- 
pleafed  with  all  around  us,  but  to  wftnefe 
fo  happy  a  ftate  of  flavery  gave  us  peculiar: 
delight. 

The  cottages  and  little  gardens  of  the 
negroes  exhibited  a  degree  of  neatnefs,  and  of 
plenty,  that  might  be  envied  by  free-born 
Britons,  not  of  the  pooreft  clafs.  The  huts 
of  Ireland,  Scotland,  France,  Germany,  nay, 
ihany,  even  of  England  itfelf,  bear  no  com- 
parifon  with  thcfe.     In  irnpulfive  delight  I 
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Jfafi  irlto  many  of  them,  ftirprizing  the  •flavc^ 
Vrith  an  unexpefted  vifit,  and,  verily,  I  fay 
the  peafantry  of  Europe  might  envy  thefe 
dwellings  of  flavery.  They  moftiy  confift 
of  a  comfortable  fitting  room,  and  a  neat^ 
well-fumifhed  bed  room.  In  one  I  obferved 
21  high  bedftead,  according  to  the  prefent 
European  fafliion^  with  deep  raattrefles,  all 
neatly* made  up,  and  covered  with  a  cleanl 
white^  counterpane }  the  bed-pofts,  drawers, 
dod  chairs  bearing  the  high  polifh  of  well- 
rubbed  mahogany.  I  felt  a  dcfire  to  pillow 
my  head  in  this  hut  for  the  night,  it  not  hav- 
ing fallen  to  my  lot^  fince  I  left  England,  ta 
rcpofeon  fo  inviting  a  couch.  The  value  of 
y^  the  whole  was  tenfold  augmented  by  the  con- 
tented flaves  being  able  to  fay—-''  all  this  we 
feel  to  be  our  own*'* 

Too  often  in  regarding  the  countenance! 
of  a  flave,  it  may  be  obferved  that 

«<  Dark  melancholy  fits^  and  round  her  throws 
A  death-like  filence,  and  a  dread  repofe." 

but  throughout  Mr.  Dougan's  happy  gang  the 
more  ftriking  features  are  thofe  of  mirth  and 
glee;  for,  hete,  the  loerry  dance  and  jovial 
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fong  prevail,  and  all  are  votaries  to  joy  atjid 
harmony. 

Before  the  doors  of  the  huts,  and  around 
thefe  peaceful  dwellings  were  feen  great  num- 
"bers  of  pigs,  and  poultry,  whic.h  the  flaves  are 
allowed  to  raife  for  their  own  profit;  and 
from  the  ftock,  thus  bred  in  the  iiegro  yard, 
the  mafter  ufually  purchafes  the  provifions  of 
his  table,  paying  to  the  negroes  the  common 
price  for  which  they  would  fell  at  the  market,. 


The   conduct    of  Mr.   Ofborn    to   his 


(laves,  and,  indeed,  of  many  oihers,^E|^yi^ht 
mention,  is  alfo  very  highly  como^wMable. 
The  negroes  at  Arcadia  have  much  caufe 
of  contentment  j  their  happinefs'  and  welfare 
being  guarded  with  a  parental  car€.  Were 
all  mafters  kind  and  humane  as  Mr.  Dougani 
and  his  neighbour,  flavery  might  have  few 
enemies  ;  and  the  peafants  of  Europe^  amidfk 
their  boafted  freedom,  might  figlji,  in  vain,  for 
the  happinefs  enjoyed  by  flaves  ! 

As  we  were  leaving  Mr.  Ofborn's,  in  the 
evening,  we  faw  a  numerous  party  of  his 
gang    grouped  upon    their  haunches  round 
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t  Urge  fire,  feemihg  to  enjoy  it  as  if  it  relieved 
them  from  freezing  cold.  Remarking  upon 
the  fingularity  of  this,  with  the  thermometer 
at  nearly  So*',  it  was  obferved  to  us  that  they 
required  it  for  roafting  their  plantains,  ftew- 
iiig  their  pepper-pot,  and  preparing  their  other 
Htde  mefles  for  fupper ;  and,  moreover,  that 
the  negroes  were  always  chilly  in  the  evening, 
itid  would  be  quite  comfortlels  without  a  fire. 

Owing  to  the  tide  being  out,  at  the  time 
we  returned,  there  was  not  fufEcient  water  in 
the  cinal  to  admit  o^"  our  going  down  in  the 
teat,  we,  therefore,  were  compelled  to  walk 
li^atrly  two  miles  before  we  embarked.  Dur- 
ing this  walk,  we  were  in  danger  of  being 
devotifed  by  thofe  annoying  infedts  the  muf- 
quitoes,  which  attacked  us  in  fuch  daring 
hofts  that  we  were  obliged  t6  walk  with  fmall 
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botighs  in  our  hands,  and  to  continue,  the 
Whole  time,  beating  them  from  our  legs  and 
faces. 

The  fire  flies  were,  fcarcely,  lefs  numerous 
than  the  miufquitoes;  but,  although  we  were 
annoyed  by  their  flying  againft  us,  we  fufFered 
Ho  pain  ftoin  them.    They  neither  tormented 
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us  with  bites,  nor  flings— but  in  fuch  myriads 
did  they  dart  and  play  about  us  that  we  ap- 
peared to  be  moving  in  an  atmofphere  of 
twinkling  ftars.  One  piece  of  coffee,  iu  par- 
ticular, had  its  whole  futface  fo  illumined  by 
thefe  infedts,  as  to  convey  the  idea  of  the  field 
teing  fpread  with  a  fheet  of  fire.  After  we 
went  into  the  boat,  and  had  proceeded  to- 
wards the  middle  of  the  river,  both  fire  fties 
and  miifquitoes  forfook  us ;  and  we  were, 
pleafantly  rowed  down  to  the  town  by  four 
of  Mn  Ofborn's  contented  flaves. 
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LETTER    XIII. 

Terms  of  capitulation  of  the  colonies  on  the  coaji  of  Guiana. 

Dutch  foldiers  enter  into  the  Britifhfervice.     South  Ameri-' 

can  Rangers.      Situation  of  the  captured  colonies.     Beef 

brought  from  the  Spanijh  woods.     Generoftty  of  fome  of  the 

planters  towards  the  ftch  foldiers.     Troops  on  hoard  fhip  a 

.  great  annoyance  to  the  captain  and  his  crew.  The  Grenada 
returns  to  England.  Mr.  Porter  and  family  paffengers. 
A  fale  of  flaves.  Scarcity  of  mechanics.  Extravagant 
wages  of  labour.  Cafe  of  yellow  fever.  Impropriety  of  the 
term  ^^  yellow  fever. ^* 

Stabroek,  May  t. 

Consistent  with  the  order  of  narrative 
you  wifli  me  to  obferve  in  offering  you  my 
notes,  I  may  now  tell  you  that  the  general, 
and  part  of  the  detachment  that  accompanied 
him,  are  returned  to  Demarara,  leaving  the 
93d  regiment,  in  garrifon,  at  Berbifche — that 
colony  having  capitulated  upon  the  fame  terms 
as  Effequibo  and  Demirara.  The  commerce 
of  the  colonies  is  to  be  direded  to  the  ports 
of  England  j  in  return  for  which  fhe  offers 
them  protection  and  defence.  All  that  con- 
cerns the  military  proceedings  is  to  reft  with 
the  Englifh  ;  but,  in  all  that  regards  the  civil 


2.13 

adminiftration,  the  colonies  are  to  preferve 
the  eftabliflied  laws  and  form  of  gbvernment, 
until  the  end  of  the  war ;  and  the  prefent 
Dutch  governors  are  not  to  be  removed. 

Under  thefe  conditions  moft  of  the  Dutch 
foldiers,  who  were  in  gar'rifon,  have  confented 
to  enlift  into  our  fervice,  and  to  a£t  conjointly 
with  our  troops  in  defence  of  the  colonies. 
We  thus  acquire  the  aid  of  a  corps  well  fea- 
foned  to  the  country,  in  good  difcipline,  and 
ready,  at  all  moments,  to  a£t  in  concert  for 
the  general  benefit  of  the  fettlements. 

It  is  likewife  intended  to  ftrengthen  the  ' 
garrifon  by  forming  a  corps  of  negroes  to  be 
called  '*  The  South  American  Rangers."  This 
will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  our  force,  as 
thefe  men  are  not  fubjedl  to  the  debilitating 
effefts  of  climate,  but  are  moft  aftive  in  the 
greateft  heat  j  and  are  capable  of  fupporting 
the  moft  fatiguing  duties  under  the  direct  rays 
of  a  vertical  fun. 

The  Dutch  colony  of  Surinam  borders 
Berbifche,  on  our  right,  and  a  little  further  up 
the.  coaft  is  the  French  colony  of  Cayenne. 

P3 


With  fuch  reftlefs  neighbours  about  us,  we  fhall 
require  to  be  watchful  and  alett.  On  our  left 
we  approach  the  river  Oronoko,  and  what  is 
termed  the  Spanifli  main  :  and  not  far  from  the 
coaft  of  Effequibo  is  the  Spanifli  ifland  of  Tri- 
nidad. From  this  quarter  we  hope  to  procure 
beef — from  the  other  we  expert  only  blows. 

A  communication  is  to  be  opened  di- 
redly  with  the  Spaniards,  in  order  to  n?go- 
ciate  the  purchafe  of  cattle  from  the  woods — 
which,  we  are  told,  they  will  be  glad  to  fell 
at  fix  or  feven  dollars  per  head* 

We  are  now  very  much  in  want  of 
frefli  animal  provifions  j  for,  fince  the  time  of 
our  arrival,  1  have  only  been  able  to  purchafe 
two .  or  three  fmall  flieep,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
hofpitaU  But,  as  the  guardian  of  the  fick,  I 
owe  much  gratitude  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
colony,  for  fome  liberal  prefents  of  beef  and 
mutton,  which  their  humanity  has  indyced 
them  to  fend  to  the  hofpital  for  the  comfort  of 
the  fuffering  foldiers.  Two  neighbouring 
gentlemen^,  in  particular — Mr,  T.  Cuming^ 
and.  Mr.  Waterton  have  the  prayers  of  the 
fick,  and  the  bell  acknowledgments  of  their 
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attendants.  Occafionally  they  have  fent  us 
an  ox,  or  a  fheep ;  or  have  ihared^with  the 
fick,  the  beft  provifions  of  their  table. 

Fruits  are  given  to  us  from  various  eftatesj 
not  only  by  gallons  and  bufhels,  but  by  cart- 
loads and  boat-loads,  at  a  time  ;  and,  by  thefc 
generous  aids,  we  have  been  able  to  improve 
the  comforts  of  the  fick,  beyond  all  that  money 
could  have  obtained. 

Until  the  28th  of  April  we  continued  X<y 
have  a  fick-ward  on  board  the  Grenada :  but 
we  have  now,  to  the  great  joy  of  Captain  Ri- 
chardfon,  taken  the  whole  of  the  men  oa 
fhore,  and  placed  them  in  hoipital,  at  ao  eftate 
called  La  Bourgade. 

"  '  ■  ■     \ 

Mr.   Richardfon  is  a  good  failor,  and, 

moreover,  a  very  refpeftable  man,  and  pf  mw^ 
improved  manners  than  many  of  his  qpUeague?* 
He  is  not  only  captain  of  the  (hip,  but  has 
alfo  a  fhare  as  ownen  He  frankly  tells  us 
how  much  he  is  rejoiced  to  have  done  with 
us,  and  afTures  us  that,  his  ihip  ihall  never, 
again,  while  he  commands  her,  be  incom- 
moded with  fuch  a  troy^efoj^sie  crowds    I 

^4 
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can  feel  what  a  fad  annoyance  it  muft  be  to 
the  mafter  of  a  veflel  to  be  driven  out  of  his 
cabin  to  feek  a  birth  in  any  hole  or  corner  he 
can  find,  and  to  have  his  fhip  flowed,  for 
many  weeks,  with  an  ufelefs  and  helplefs 
throng,  who,  every  moment,  interrupt  the 
working  of  the  veflel,  and  are,  perpetually,  in. 
the  way  of  the  tiller  and  the  ropes. 

Being  now  releafed,  the  Grenada  proceeds 
to  take  in  a  cargo  of  cotton  or  fugar,  in  order  to 
return  with  all  fpeed  to  England.  Her  cabin 
is  already  engaged  by  a  Mr.  Porter,  who  is 
about  to  quit  the  fatigues  of  a  tropical  world, 
and  to  retire  to  Europe  with  his  family.  This 
gentleman  was  one  of  the  earlieft  planters  who 
ventured  to  dirtGt  his  labours  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  fea  coafl,  inflead  of  the  banks  of 
the  river,  and  who  has  turned  his  induflry  to 
i  profitable  account ;  his  well-merited  fuccefs 
enabling  him  to  return  to  England  pofTeflTcd 
of  a  very  large  fortune. 

A  few  days  ago  I  had  the  opportunity  of 
being  prefent  at  a  more  regular  fale,  or  market 
of  flaves  than  I  had  feen  before,  and  here  I 
witneffed  all  the  heart-rending  diflrefs  attend* 
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ant  upon  fuch  a  fcene.  I  faw  numbers  of 
our  fellow  beings  regularly  bartered  for  gold, 
and  transferred,  like  cattle,  or  any  common' 
merchandife,  from  one  pofleflbr  to  another. 
It  was  a  fight  which  European  curiofity  had 
rendered  me  defirous  to  behold,  although  I 
had  anticipated  frorn  it  only  a  paihful  grati- 
fication. I  may  now  (2^y—Ihave  feen  it! — and- 
while  nature  animates  my  breaft  with  even  the 
feeblefl:  fpark  of  humanity,  I  can  never  forget  it  T 

The  poor  Africans,  who  were  to  be  fold, 
were  expofed,  naked,  in  a  large  empty  build- 
ing, like  an  open  barn.     Thofe,  who  came, 

with  intention  to  purchafe,  minutely  infpeded 
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them  ;  handled  them  ;  made  them  jump,  and 
ftamp  with  their  feet,  and  throw  out  their  arms 
and  their  legs;  turned  them  about ;  looked 
into  their  mouths  ;  and,  according  to  the  ufual 
rules  of  traffic  with  refpe£t  to  cattle,  examined 
them,  and  made  them  fhew  themfelves  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  to  try  if  they  were  found  and 
healthy.  All  this  was  diftrefsful  as  humili- 
ating, and  tended  to  excite  ftrong  averfipn  and 
difguft ;  but  a  wound,  ftill  more  fevere,  waa 
inflided  on  the  feelings,  by  fome  of  the  pur- 
chafers  felefting  only  fuch  as  their  judgment 
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led  them  to  prefer,  regardlefs  of  the  bonds 
of  nature,  and  affedion  !  The  urgent  appeals 
of  friendfhip  and  attachment  were  unheeded  ; 
fighs  and  tears  made  no  impreflion  ;  and  all 
the  imploring  looks,  and  penetrating  expref- 
fions  of  grief  were  unavailing.  Hungry  com^ 
merce  corroded  even  the  golden  chains  of  af- 
fedion ;  arid  fordid  intereft  burft  every  tie  of 
nature  afunder.  The  hufband  was  taken  from 
the  wife,  children  feparated  from  their  pa- 
rents, and  the  lover  torn  from  his  miftrefs  : — 
the  companion  was  bought  away  from  his 
friend,  and  the  brother  not  fuffered  to  accom- 
pany the  fifter. 

In  one  part  of  the  building  was  feen  a 
wife  clinging  to  her  hulband,  and  befeeching, 
in  the  ftrongeft  eloquence  of  nature,  not  to 
be  left  behind  him.  Here  was  a  fifter  hang- 
ing upon  the  neck  of  her  ^)rother,  and,  with 
tears,  entreating  to  be  led  to  the  fame  home 
of  captivity.  There  flood  two  brothers,  en- 
folded in  each  others  arms,  mutually  bewail- 
ing their  threatened  feparation.  In  other 
parts  were  friends,  relatives,  and  companipns, 
'  praying  to  be  fold  to  the  fame  mafter — 
ufmg  figna  to  fignify   tfeat    they   would   he 
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content  with  flavery,  might  they  but  toil  to- 
gether. 

Silent  tears,  deep  fighs^  and  heavy  1a- 
mentations  befpoke  the  univerfal  fuffering  of 
thefe  poor  blacks,  and  provied  that  nature  was 
ever  true  to  her  feelings.  Never  was  fc^nc 
more  diftrefsful.  Among  thefe  unhappy^  de- 
graded Africans  fcarcely  was  there  an  un- 
clouded countenance.  Every  feature  was 
veiled  in  the  (ilent  gloom  of  woe  ;  and  for- 
rowing  nature  poured  forth  in  all  the  bitter- 
nefs  of  affliction. 

A  whole  hoft  of  painful  ideas  rufhed  into 
my  mind  at  the  moment.  In  fad  contempU* 
tion  all  the  diftorted  images  of  this  abhorrent 
traflSc  prefented  themf^lves  to  my  recollection. 
The  many  horrors  and  cruelties,  I  had  fo 
often  heard  of,  appeared  in  their  word  fhap^ 
before  me  ;  and  my  imagination  was  acutely 
alive  tQ  the  unmerited  puniflitnent  fome- 
times  inflicted— ^the  inceffant  labour  exaCked— » 
the  want  of  freedom— ^and  all  th«  catalogue  of 
hardfhips  endured  by  flaves*  X  endeavored 
to  combat  the  cScOl  of  thefe  impreffions  by 
attaching  my  mind  to  oppofite  images*     This 
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kind  treatment  of  negroes  under  humane  maf-' 
ters  occurred  to  me ;  I  recoUeded  the  com- 
fort and  harmony  of  the  flaves  1  had  lately 
feen  at  **  Profit."  I  contemplated  their  free- 
dom from  care,  and  the  many  anxieties  of 
the  world ;  and  I  remembered  the  happinefs 
and  contentment  exprefled  in  their  fongs 
and  merry  dances  :  but — all  in  vain  !  The  re- 
pugnant influence  would  not  thus  be  cheated. 
With  fuch  diftrefs,  before  my  eyes,  all  pal- 
liatives were  unavailing.  The  whole  was 
wrong,  and  not  to  be  juftified.  I  felt  that  I 
execrated  every  principle  of  the  traffic.  Na-  * 
ture  revolted  at  it ;  and  I  condemned  the 
whole  fyftem  of  flav^ery  under  all  its  forms 
and  modifications. 

When  purchafed,  the  flaves  were  marked 
by  placing  a  bit  of  fl:ring,  or  of  red  or  white 
t^pe  round  their  arms  or  necks.  One  gen- 
tleman, who  bought  a  confiderable  number  of 
them,  was  proceeding  to  diftinguiflii  thofe  he 
had  feleded,  by  tying  a  bit  of  red  tape  round 
the  neck,  when  I  obferved  two  negroes,  who 
were  Itanding  together  entwined  in  each  others 
arms,  watch  him  with  great  anxiety.  Pre- 
fently  he  approached  them^  and  after  making 

10 
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his.  examination  affixed  the  mark  only  to  one 
of  them.     The  other,  with  a  look  of  unerring 
expreffion,  and,  with  an  impulfe  of  marked 
difappointment,  caft  his  eyes  up  to  the  pur- 
chafer  feeming  to  fay — "  and   will  you  not 
have  me  too  ?"— then  jumped,  and  dancedf 
and  (lamped  with  his  feet,  and  made  other 
figns  to  fignify  that  he,  alfo,  was  found  and 
ftrong,    and    worthy   his   choice.      He  was, 
neverthelefs,    pafled   by   unregarded  ;    upon 
which   he  turned,  again,  to  his  companion, 
his  friend,   brother,  whicliever  he  was,   took 
him  to  his  bofom,  hung  upon  him,  and,  in 
forrowful  countenance  eyprefled  the  ftrongeft 
marks  of  difappointment  and  afflidlion.     The 
feeling  was  mutual : — it  arofe  from  reciprocal 
affedion.     His  friend  participated  in  his  grief, 
and   they  both   wept  bitterly.      Soon   after- 
wards on  looking  round  to  complete  his  pur- 
chafe  the  planter,  again,  pafled  that  way,  and 
not  finding  any  one  that  better  fuited  his  pur- 
pofe,  he,  now,    hung    the   token    of  choice 
round  the  neck  of  the  negro  whom  he  had 
before  difregarded.      All  the  powers  ,of  art 
could  not  have  efFeded  the  change  that  fol- 
lowed.     More  genuine  joy  was  never   ex- 
.  prefled^     His  countenance  became  enlivened. 
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Grief  and  fadnefs  vattiflied,  and  flying  into 
the  arms  of  his  friend,  he  carefled  him  with 
warm  embraces,  then  fkipped,  and  jurtped, 
afid  daqced  about,  exhibiting  all  the  pureft 
iigns  of  mirth  and  gratification.  His'  com- 
j^nion^  not  lefs  ddighted,  received  him  with 
reciprocal  feelings — and  a  more  pure  and  na- 
tive fympatl>y  was  never  exhibited.  Happy 
in  being,  again,  affociated,  they  now  retired 
apart  from  the  crowd,  and  fat  down,  in  quiet 
tontentment,  hugging  and  fcifiing  the  red 
i%nal  of  bondage,  like  two  attached  and  af- 

'fe^ionate  brothers — fatisfied  to  toil  out  their 
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days,  for  an  unknown  matter,  (o  they  might 
but  travel  their  journey  of  flavery  together. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day  I 
chanced  to  be  prefent  when  another  gentler 
man  came  to  purcliafe  fome  of  the  flaves, 
who  were  not  fold  in  the  morning.  Aftef 
looking  through  the  lot  he  remarked  that  he 
did  not  fee  any  who  were  of  pleafant  coun- 
tenance ;  and  going  on  to  make  further  ob- 
je£lions,  refpefting  their  appearance,  he  was 
interrupted  by  the  vendor  who  remarked  that 
at  that  moment  they  were  feen  to  great  dif- 
advantage,  as  they  looke4  worfe  ^^from  havlf^ 
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loji  their  friends  and  ^Jfociales  in  the  morn^ 
iftg^  Aye!  truly,  I  could  have  teplied— a 
very  powerful  reafon  why  they  are  unfit  for 
fale  this  afternoon  !  If  to  be  of  fmiling  coun- 
tenance were  neccflafy  to  their  being  fold,  it 
were  politic  n6t  to  expofe  them  for  long  to 
come.  Still,  fomc  were  feleded,  and  the 
mark  oif  purchafe  "being  made,  the  diftrefsful 
fcene  of  the  morning  ivas,  in  a  degree,  re- 
peated. 

A  few  of  the  moft  iFl-looking,  only,  now 
remained,  who  were  |neager,  and  of  rough 
Ikin — not  thoroughly  black,butof  ayellowifli^ 
or  dirty  brown  color — of  hungry,  unhealthy 
afpedl:,  feeble,  of  hideous  countenance,  and  in 
general  appearance  fcarcely  human.  Th^fe 
remained  to  a  future  day,  atid  would,  probably, 
be  fold,  not  to  the  planters,  but  to  the  boat- 
women,  tailors,  huckfters,  or  fome  of  the  infe- 
rior mechanics,  or  fhopkeepers  of  the  town,  at 
a  price  fomewhat  lower  than  that  demanded  for 
the  more  robuft,  and  well-looking ;  and,  alas  ! 
though  leafl:  able  to  bear  fatigue,  thefe  feeble 
beings  would,  moft  likely,  be  fubjeded  to  a 
far  more  heavy  flavery  than  thofe,  of  ftrongei' 
frame,  for  it  is, commonly,  feen  that  the  labour 


224 

cxaded  by  the  poorer  orders  of  people,  from 
.  their  few  and  weakly  flaves,  is  more  fevere 
than  that  required  by  the  opulent  planter  from 
his  regular,  and  better-appointed  gang:  al- 
though, in  tbeoryy  the  cfrcumftance  of  being 
always  under  the  eye  of  the  matter,  inftead 
of  being  left  to  the  mercy  of  a  hireling,  would 
feem  to  be  an  ^advantage  much  in  favor  of 
the  flaves  of  thofe  owners,  who  poifefs  but 
few. 

You  will  not  be  furprifed  that  we  fhould 
find  it  extremely  difficult  to  procure  a  fufH- 
cient  number  of  workmen  and  labourers,  in 
this  colony,  for  the  fervices  required.     Al- 

'  though  the  wages  of  labour  are  extravagantly 
high,  an  extraordinary  nun7ber  of  hands  for  any 
emergency  cannot  be  obtained,  without  having 
recourfe  to  a  fj^ftem  of  coercion.     The  work 

^  required  to  be  done  at  the  fort  in  conftrudirig 
new  batteries,  and  improving  our  means  of  de- 
fence, being  urgent  and  extenfive,  it  is  found 
neceflary  to  detain  the  mechanics,  who  are 
employed,  by  very  clofe  watching  j  otherwifc, 
although  they  are  exorbitantly  paid,  they 
could  not  be  relied  upon  for  a  fmgle  day.  It 
has  been  found  necelfary  to  procure  the  mere 
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labourers  by  requifit5on — a  certain  number  of 
negroes  being  demanded^  for  a  given  number 
of  days,  from  every  gang  in  the  colony. 

We  feel  the  efFed  of  this  fcarcity  of 
workmen,  very  much,  at  the  hofpital,  for 
after  ufing  every  exertion  of  which  I  am  ca- 
pable,  I  have  to  lament  that  we  do  not  yet  fee 
the  accommodations,  for  the  fick,  fo  complete 
as  I  had  hoped.  As  a  great  indulgence  I  have 
now  obtained  a  party  of  fix  carpenters  to  be 
employed,  exclufivcly,  at  the  hofpital,  until 
they  Ihall  have  finiflied  fuch  repairs  and  al- 
terations as  are  required.  But  the  claims  of 
every  department,  and  almoft  every  indivi- 
dual, upon  this  clafs  of  workmen,  are  fo  nu- 
merous and  preffing,  that  I  quite  defpair  bf 
confining  them  to  the  work  of  the  hofpital, 
for  any  two  days  together. 

It  is  with  real  forrow  and  afflidion  that 
I  find  myfelf  enabled  to  inform  you  of  our 
being  likely  to  become  acquainted  with  that 
mercilefs  yellow  fury  who  has,  of  late  years, 
fo  frightfully  ravaged  the  Weft  India  colonies ; 
and  regarding  whom  fo  much  of  dread  and 
alarm  prevails  in  Europe. 

VOL.  II. 
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A  few  days  fince  a  foldier  wasfeized  by 
thishungry  devourer,  and,  in  defpite  of  all  our 
efforts  to  refcuc  him,  he  fell  a  facrifice  to  her 
infatiate  third  for  European  blood. 

This  was  the  firft  patient  admitted  into  the 
hofpital  with  the  direful  malady  of  the  coun- 
try, called  "  yellow  fever,"  and  it  had  afford- 
ed us  peculiar  fatisfadlion  had  we  been  happy 
enough  to  have  faved  him  :  but  the  difcafe  had 
made  great  progrefs  before  he  was  brought  to 
us,  and  he  died  on  the  6th  day  after  his  ad- 
miilion. 

The  body  was  examined,  with  a  view  to 
afccrtain  the  changes  produced  by  the  difeafc, 
but  the  appearances  were  not  precifely  foch, 
as  from  converfmg  with  other  practitioners, 
and  reading  a  variety  of.  authors,  we  had 
been  led  to  cxpedt.  The  ftomach  was 
found  to  be  the  organ  which  exhibited  the 
ftfongeft  iliafks  of  derangement.  The  inner 
coat  was  furcharged  with  blood,  appearing 
very  red,  and  at  one  fpot  near  the  upper  ori- 
fice it  was  of  a  livid  hue,  and  its  texture  fo 
weakened,  that  the  finger  was  paffed  through 
it,  by  only  a  flight  preffure.    I  fincerely  hope 
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that  frequent  opportunities  may  not  occur,  but 
if,  unhappily,  they  fhould  we  (hall  avail  our- 
felves  of  them,  in  the  hope  of  afcertaining, 
corredly  what  are  the  difeafed  appearances 
cauf^d  in  the  different  vifcera  by  this  fatal 
malady. 

The  name  commonly  given  to  this  difor- 
der  would  feem  to  be  highly  inaccurate.  Our 
patient,  although  fcveral  days  ill,  had  no  yel- 
lownefs  of  the  fkin,  until  a  few  hours  before 
he  died.  If,  therefore,  his  diflblution  had  oc- 
curred only  a  fhort  time  fooner ;  or  if  he  had 
recovered  previous, to  the  period  when  this 
change  of  colour  took  place,  we  could  not  with 
any  corredlnefs  have  called  the  fever  he  had 
fuffered  a  yellow  fever,  although  he  had  un- 
dergone all  the  chara£teriftic  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe,  fo  termed,  except  the  cafual  one 
from  which  it  has  been  improperly  named. 
Moreover,  affixing  to  a  difeafe  a  name  de- 
rived from  a  fymptom,  and  particularly  a 
fymptom  which  is  not  always  prefent,  is  cal- 
culated to  deceive,  and  may  be  of  dangerous 
tendency,  by  rendering  the  praditioner  unfuf- 
piciou?  of  the  real  nature  of  the  diforder^  until 
it  is  too  late  to  check  its  deftrufltive  progrefs. 

Q.2 
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LETTER  XIV. 

f 

Ithe  author  is  left  in  the  colonies  of  Guiana^  injiead  of  proceeding 
to  St.  Domingo*  Regimental  medical  fa-ff^  employed  in  g'er 
^  neral  hofpital.  General  Whyte  attentive  to  theftck.  The  hof^ 
pital  and  quarters  for  the  medical  officers  e/lablijhed  at  La 
Bourgade.  Author  annoyed  by  infeBs.  Tendernefs  of  a 
Gentleman  towards  a  mufquito.  Author  makes  a  faunter^ 
ing  ramble  to  **  the  bu/b.**  His  contemplation  on  being  ar^ 
re/led  by  deep  and  impenetrable  woods.  AladyfoUcits  the 
Author  to  make  a  complaint  againji  herjlaves* 

Demarara  May  I2. 

1  HAVE  already  troubled  you  with  too  many 
fpecimens  of  the  uncertainties  attaching  to 
my  prefent  mode  of  life,  for  you  to  feel 
furprize  at  any  new  inftance  I  may  have  to 
relate.  Know  then  that  I  have  experienced  a 
fad  difappointment,  in  having  to  make] my  con- 
ge  to  the  General,  on  his  return  to  the  iflands ; 
and,  aft^r  all  my  expedtations  of  being  foon  at 
St.  Domingo,  am  left  behind  with  inftrudions 
to  continue  in  the  direftion  of  the  medical  de- 
partment  of  thefe  colonies,  until  our  detach- 
ment of  the  St.  Domingo  hofpital  ftafF,  fhali 
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be  relieved  from  the  ftafF  of  the  Gharibbec 
Iflands. 

Inftead  of  my  being  permitted  to  proceed 
with  the  General  to  head  quarters,  it  is  found 
requifite  that  the  detachment  of  the  hofpital 
ftafF,  ferving  here,  fhould  be  augmented.  I 
have  made  out  a  return  of  the  medical  efta- 
blifhment,  v^hich  feems  neceffary  for  thefe  co- 
lonies, and  ftill  hope  that  we  may  foon  be  re- 
lieved, and  allowed  to  proceed  to  our  original 
deftination :  but  I  begin  to  have  fome  apprehen- 
fions  left  the  many  uncertainties,  which  befet 
us,  fliould  prevent  me  from  following  my 
friends  and  my  baggage,  and  1  feel  a  ftrong 
regret  that  I  was  prevailed  upoh  to  leave  the 
latter  behind  me. 


In  confequence  of  the  fick-lift  becoming 
numerous,  and  the  hofpital  being  deprived  of 
the  fervices  of  poor  Carrol,  who,  though  a  con- 
valefcent  from  his  late  attack,  is  unfit  for  du- 
ty in  this  climate,  and  has  obtained  leave  to 
return  to  England,  we  are  compelled  to  employ 
the  medical  officers  of  the  regiments  in  the  du- 
ties  of  the  general  hofpital. 


V. 
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I  have  great  pleafure  in  remarking  to  you, 
that  General  Whyte  has  been  particularly  at- 
tentive to  the  comfort  of  the  fick,  and  the  ge- 
neral accommodation  of  the  hefpital  depart- 
ment.  In  every  thing  propofed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  fufFering  foldiers,  we  have  always  been 
liappy  enough  to  meet  with  his  full  and  ready 
acquiefcencco  It  has  only  been  neceffary  to 
point  out  what  was  required,  and  every  atten- 
tion was  immediately  given  to  the  reprefenta- 
tlon.  You  will  believe  that  this  has  been  high- 
ly gratifying  to  me,^  and  the  more  fo,  when  I 
add  that  the  meafurfes  propofed  have  not  been 
indifferently  acceded  to,  but  examined  with  a 
degree  of  attentive  confideration,  not  lefshonor- 
able  to  the  General  than  fatisfadory  to  myfelf» 

It  is  alfo  with  much  pleafure  that  I  am 
enabled  to  add  that  Colonel  Hiflop,  who  fuc- 
ceeds  to  the  command,  is  a  man*  of  great  hu- 
manity  and  benevolence,  and  that  we  have 
every  profpe6t  of  finding  him  defirous  to  follow 
the  Generars  example  in  promoting  the  com- 
fort and  well-being  of  thofe  who  are  in  ficknefs. 

Before  he  left  us.  General  Whyte  gave 
orders  that  a  large  cotton  logis  at  La  Bourgade 
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fhould  be  given  up  to  the  purpofes  of  the  hof- 
pital,  and  that  a  houfe  near  to  it  fhould  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  ufe  of  the  medical  officers* 
Thus  have  we  the  fatisfadion  of  feeing  the  ficfc, 
and  the  whole  of  the  department,  very  conve- 
nientlyaccommodated — thepatientsbeinglodg- 
ed  in  a  fpacious  and  well  aired  building  y  and 
their  attendants  having  commodious  quarters 
immediately  near  to  them,  with  convenient  of- 
fices, and,  what  is  of  confequence  in  [this  cli- 
mate, a  large  ciflern  for  water  adjoining —  the 
whole  pofTeffing  the  further  advantage  of 
being  feparated  from  all  other  buildings,  and 
flanding  within  a  fquare  of  ground  .of  confider- 
able  extent,  enclofed  with  private  gates  in 
front,  and  a  deep  ditch  or  canal  on  every 
fide. 

Here  are  we  flationed,  as  a  diflindl  de- 
partment, quiet,  and  fecluded — free  from  the 
noife  and  hurry  both  of  the  toWn  and  the  fort, 
and  nearly  equidiflant  from  the  one  and  the 
other.  The  public  road,  from  the  fort  to  the 
town,  pafTes  clcfe  by  the  gates ;  and  within  lefs 
than  a  hundred  yards  from  the  road  is  the  Tea, 
or  rather  the  opening  of  the  river,  fo  that  the 
fick  are  brought  to  us  conveniently  on  either 
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fide,  by  land,  or  by.  water.  Perhaps  another 
fituation  equally  commodious  for  the  purpofes 
of  the  hofpital  department  could  not  have 
been  found  in  the  colony. 

Already  have  I  changed  my  quarters  from 
Stabroek  to  oiir  new  home  at  La  Bourgade, 
and  in  future  I  fhallbe  fpared  the  neceffity  of 
dragging  my  legs  through  the  deep  mud,  twice 
or  thrice  each  day,  in  my  vifits  to  the  hofpital  : 
but  it  does  not  feem  probable  that  I  fhall  long 
remain  ftationary,  for  I  have  received  inftruc- 
tions  to  proceed  to  the  colony  of  Berbifche, 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  hofpital  depart- 
ment there,  as  foon  as  I  fhall  have  brought  thefe 
at  La  Bourgade  into  a  proper  eftabHfhment. 

Fortunately  my  bedding  was  not  left  be- 
hind  with  my  other  baggage,  and  this  is  now 
put  up  in  the  windward  apartment  at  our 
hofpital  barrack,  where  I  look  forward  to  much 
comfort,  from  tbe  protedion  of  my  mufquito 
curtain  *. 

♦  A  kind  of  gauze  net  without  opening,  thrown  over 
the  whole  of  the  bed  and  bedftcad,  and  fliut  clofe  at  bot- 
tom>  by  means  of  a  heavy  border  of  lead^  which  falls  upon 
the  floor. 
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I  find  the  diftreffing  annoyance  of  infedls 
a  far  greater  evil  than  the  increafcd  tempera-* 
ture,  or  any  other  ill  of  climate.  I  now  fuf- 
fer  confiderably  from  the  "  prickly  heat,"  but 
this  would  be  very  fupportable  were  it  not  for 
the  additional,  and  greater  torment  of  mufqui- 
toes,  ants,  centipedes,  jack-fpaniards,*  and  the 
multitudes  of  other  infeds  biting,  buzzing  about 
our  ears,  crav;ling  upon  every  thing  we  touch, 
and  filling  the  whole  atmofphere  around  us. 

My  nights  have  lately  been  made  fa 
wretchedly  comfortlefs,  that  I  have  nov^ 
eftabliflied  the  habit  of  burning  wet  ftraw  in 
my  room,  before  I  go  to  bed,  in  order  to  fmokc 
out  the  infeds.  I  likewife  pradlife  the  habit 
of  looking  under  my  netting,  with  a  lighted 
candle,  after  it  is  let  down  for  the  night,  to 
fee  if  any  ftragglers  have  been  left  withinfide, 
and  if  I  find  any  there,  I  confider  them  ^ 
enemies  lurking  for  my  blood,  and,  immedi- 
ately, put  them  to  death.  Selfifhly  looking 
to  a  good  night*s  reft  from  his  deftrudion,  I 
have  no  compundion  in  taking  away  the  life 
.  p of  a  mufquito !  Without  con- 
templating the  poflible  extent  of  his  utility,  ia 

♦  A  large  fpecies  of  wafp. 
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the  great  fcale  o£  creation,  I  cruih  him  with 
a$  little  mercy  a9  a  chambermaid  Cracks  a 
iio^ping  fiea.  If  you  knew  the  acutenefs  of 
his  bite,  you  would  feel  aflfured  that  he  is  not 
tortured  with  a  lingering;  death.  Nothing  can 
be  more  prompt  than  his  execution,,  and  I 
think  I  might  venture  to  aflert  that  he  fuffers 

not  a  fingle  moment  of  pain, 

\ 

While  my  pen  is  employed  upon  thU 
mighty  fubjedt,  it  occurs  to  me  as  a  queftion 
whether  even  the  rigorous  principles  of  the 
moft  devoted  Brahmin  would  fo  difcipline  his 
mind  in  religious  and  philofophical  forbear- 
ance, as  to  induce  him,  deliberately,  to  brufli 
from  his  fkin  a  flea,  or  a  mufquito,  ^hat  was 
infliding  fharp  pain  upon  him,  and  robbing 
him  of  his  blood  ?  I  do  not  remember  ever  to' 
have  feen,  or  heard  of  a  perfon  whofe  hu- 
manity led  him  to  fpare  the  life  of  a  poor  flea, 
although  he  is  a  very  innocent  little  fellow, 
when  compared  to  the  fanguinary  mufquito  : 
hut  it  has  occurred  to  me  to  fee  a  gentleman, 
from  a  pure  regard  to  the  life  of  all  created 
-beings,  tenderly  and  carefully  put  away  a 
mufquito  that  was  bleeding  him  by  the  npfc. 
He  is  a  man  whofe  general  condudl  is.  guided 
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by  the  moft  exemplary  humanity,  and  whofe 
talents  command  univerfal  refpefl:.  He  con- 
fiders  the  little  animal  as  only  following  the 
didates  of  inftindl,  in  procuring  his  food,  and 
feels  that  he  ought  not  to  deal  his  vengeance 
againft  nature ; — or  to  take  away  the  life  he 
could  not  [give.  "  Excellent  philofophy," 
methinks  I  hear  you  exclaim  !— He  may  have 
brilliant  talents,  and  vaft  acutenefs  of  mind ; 
but  he  has  no  fenfibility •  of  nofc  ! 

From  the  houfe  we  now  occupy,  at  La 
Bourgadc,  a  fine  avenue  of  fruit  trees  leads 
down  the  whole  depth  of  the  eftate,  back  ta 
the  wild  foreft  ;  or  what  h  here  termed  "  tbc 
Bujhl''  from  which  the  plantation  is  feparated 
only  by  a  wet  ditch  and  a  bank.  Rambling 
this  afternoon  in  a  folitary  and  penfive  pro* 
menade,  amongft  the  oranges  and  other  •  fruit 
trees,  protected  from  the  mulquitoes,  by  thick 
gloves  and  pantaloons,  I,  fuddenly,  found  my- 
felf  arrefted,  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  houfe,  by  the  deep  woods  which, 
in  heavy  gloom,  oppofe  an  impenetrable  bar- 
rier to  the  eftate.  My  fauntwng  walk  being 
thus  interrupted  I  became  fixed  in  contempla- 
tion, and,  with  my  eye  refting  upon  the  foreft, 
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my  mind  dwelt  on  the  folemnity  of  the  fcene, 
until  I  fell  into  a  fort  of  contemplative  re- 
verie.    The  ftate  of  man  on  our  globe  j    his 
furprifmg  powers  in  changing  its  furface  ;  the 
immenfity  he  had  done  ;  the  extent  of  his  in- 
fluence ;  the  great  proportion  of  the  earth  yet. 
unknown  to  him  ;   the  ftates  of  freedom  and 
flavery;    the  wide  difference    between    man 
living  in  the  woods,  and  in  poliflied  fociety ; 
the  various  ftagesof  favage,  and  civilized  life  j 
all  paffed  in  mental  review  before  me.     The 
varied  appearance  of  different  parts   of   th6 
globe  J  the  diverfity  of  climate  ;  the  extent  of 
thefe  wild  woods ;  their  removal  by  the  all- 
fubduing  arm  of  man ;  their  remaining  for 
ever  unexplored,  and  the  undifturbed  retreat 
afforded  to  their  wild  inhabitants ;    all  paffed 
and  repaffed  as  fubjeds  of  my  contemplation. 
Moukies,  favages,  tigers,  ferpents,  and  all  the 
infinite  variety  of  animals  poffeffing  the  woods 
traverfed  my  thoughts.     The  grand  purpofe 
of  life  and  being ;  the  utility  of  man  ;  where-- 
fore  placed  on  the  globe ;  and  the  whole  hoft 
of  fuch-like  fuggeftions,  multiplied  by  tenfold 
diflSculties,  prefented  themfelves  to  my  ima^ 
gination.     External  objeds  ceafed  to  imprefs 
my  fenfes,    and,   becoming  abforbed  id  thQ    . 
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great  queftion  of  creation,  I  felt  Humbled  it 
the  idea  that,  in  the  wide  fcale  of  worlds, 
even  man  might  be  of  little  more  importance 
than  the  minuteft  infed— ^perhaps  not  more 
than  the  very  flea  or  mufquito  whofe  only 
purpofe  in  creation  feemed  to  be  that  of  ...  • 
tormenting  him  !  Purfuing  its  wan- 
derings my  mind  ranged  into  the  infinity  of 
fpace,  and  there  roved  amidft  the  ftars,  until 
the  very  globe  itfelf  became  as  infignificant  ai 
the  fmallefl  ant  that  moves  on  its  furfacc. 
Next  occurred  the  infinite  wifdom  of  the  great 
Creator — I  faw  every  thing  perfect,  and  hap**- 
pily  ordained,  glanced  at  the  infcrutable  ways 
of  Providence,  and  was  loft  in  profound  awe 
and  reverence,  when  I  was  fuddenly  roufed  from 
my  reverie,  by  the  loud  fcreaming  of  mon- 
kics,  and  the  aftounding  fhrielcs  of  a  large 
flock  of  parrots, — It  inftantly  ftruck  my  recol- 
le<3:ion  that  there  were  other,  and  more  dan- 
gerous animals  in  the  woods,  and  with  the 
full  ftrength  of  the  impreflion,  as  in  the  mo- 
ment of  waking  from  a  dream,  I  felt  that  be- 
fides  monkies  and  parrots  thefe  woods  g^ve 
habitation  to  tigers  and  favages,  and,  worfe 
than  favages — to  Bufli-Negroes,  to  whom  t;he 
fcalp  of  a  backra  maa  would  be  an  objedi  of 
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gratification.  You  will  believe  that  the  foil- 
loquy  I  had  fallen  into  was  quickly  at  an  end. 
Senfible  of  the  peril  of  my  fituation,  I  took 
up  a  rough  ftaflf  for  protedion,  and  turning 
from  the  dark  foreft,  and  its  favage  inhabit- 
ants, haftily  trod  back  my  path  into  cultivated 
fields,  and  civilized  fociety. 

As  I  am  to  note  to  you  all  occurrences, 
.  and  jparticularly  fuch  as  are  in  any  degree 
novel  or  interefting,  I  muft  not  omit  the  fol- 
lowing,— although  it  may  feem  to  border 
upon  the  incredible^  It  is,  neverthelefs,  a 
fad  that  a  few  days  ago  I  was  applied  to  by 
the  wife  of  a  colonift  to  requeft  that  I  would 
makefome  complaint  againfl  the  flaves  of  the 
houfe,  to  her  hufband,  very  humanely  urging 
as  a  reafon  for  impofing  upon  me  fo  grateful 
a  tafk,  that  fhe  wifhed  "  to  get  them  a  good 
Jlogging  /"  I  truft  that  neither  you,  nor  any 
of  our  fair  friends,  on  the  temperate  fide  of 
ihe  Atlantic,  will  t^ondemn  my  want  of  gal- 
lantry in  refiftmg  the  folicitation.  Perhaps, 
in  the  brighteft  days  of  chivalry,  the  moft 
adulatory  knight  had  not  been  obfequious 
enough  to  have  devoted  to  gallantry,  at  fuch 
an  expence  of  humanity.   It  was  not  even  coq« 
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tended  that  any  fpecific  fault  had  been  com* 
mitted  to  juftify  the  punifliment,  but  this  was 
to  be  invented^  and  merely  becaufe  fome  idle 
whim — fome  fit  of  caprice,  or  ill  humor  had 
led  the  miftrefs  of  thefe  poor  flaves  to  wiffi 
them  ^^  a  good  fiogging  r^ 
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LETTER  XV. 

i 
\ 

Bufh  Negroh  in  the  woods  of  Guiana*  Fate  rf  Dutch  foldiers 
Jent  into  the  forejl  againji  them.  Corps  of  Jlaves  accom* 
panted  by  a  party  of  Indians  fubdue  them.  Punifhment  of 
<z  Bufh  Negro,  named  Amjierdam. 

Demarara,  May  i6< 

In  my  laft  letter  I  mentioned  that  in  the 
woods  of  thefe '  colonies  there  are  bodies  of 
men  called  "  Biifli  Negroes."  Thefe  are 
moftly  run-away  Oaves  who  have  revolted 
from  their  matters,  and  having  collefted  to- 
gether in  the  foreft,  have  there  formed  them- 
felves  into  bodies^  under  certain  captains  or 
leaders;  ind  have  eftablifhed, various  habita- 
tions and  encampments  in  the  thickeft  parts  of 
what  is  termed  "  the  Bufh  j"  where  they  now 
live  in  all  the  worft  habits  of  favage  nature ; 
and  are  become  mere  hordes  of  brigands  or 
marauders. 

4 

They  are  negroes  of  the  worft  defcrip- 
tion,  cruel,  blood-thirfty  and  revengeful  : 
men,  whofe   crimes    in   European,   and  all: 
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«  ,  r  ...  -  ,  ^ 

wel  ordered  ftates,  would  have  been  puiilflied 
'With  death.  Many  have  murdei*ed  white  in-* 
habitants,  maflacred  their  mailers,  or  revolted 
in  combination,  plotting  the  deftrodlionof  the 
planters,  in  order  to'  take  the  colony  into  their 
own  poflefliori ;  bat  being  fruftrated  in  their 
defigns,  have  faved  therafelves  froto  punifli- 
menr,  by  flying  into  the  hidden  recefTes  of  the 
foreft  ;  from  whence  they  ifliie  only  to  ravage 
and  plunder;  * 

They  had  fubjeded  themfelves  to  a  fort 
of  regular  difcipline  under  their  captains  and 
lieutenants^,  and  the  lower  orders  of  them  (for 
there  are  diftindtions  tven  among  run-away 
flaves)  were  compelled  t6  toil  in  the  night,  by 
going  out  of  the  woods',  in  plundering  par- 
ties, to  fteal  plantainS'  and  other  provifionaf 
from  the  eftates  f  but  the  kbour  to  which  they 
were  expofed,  by  this  night-duty,  was  fo  much 
more  fevere  than  that  required  of  them,  ia 
their  common  duty,  as  flaves  upon  the  plan- 
tations^, that  fome  of  them  have  been  knowrt 
to  defert  back  from  the  woods,  and  return  to 
a  ftate  of  flavery,  after  having  run  away  from 
their  mafters  to  live  in  idlcnefs,  as  they  had 
cxpcded,  with  their  brethren  ia  "  the  Buih,'^, 

VOL.  II.  R 
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1  wifK  I  could  repeat  to  you,  as  elo- 
quently as  I  heard  it  related,  the  very  intereft- 
iTig  detail  of  an  expedition  fent  into  the  woods 
againft  thefe  Bufh  negroes,  laft  year,  under 
the  command  of  major  M*Grah,  and  cap- 
tain Dougan.  Many  perfons  had  been  rob- 
bed, and  had  their  property  otherwife  injured 
by  their  predatory  excurfions ; — indeed  the 
whole  colony  was  difturbed,  and,  from  the  in- 
creafing  number  of  thefe  fanguinary  hordes, 
was  threatened  with  eventual  deftrudiion.  It 
wa3  therefore  refolved  that  a  body  of  troops 
fhould  be  fent  into  the  woods  to  fearch  for 
their  places  of  refort,  and  to  endeavour  to  fub- 
due  or  exterminate  them.  A  party  of  the 
Dutch  foldiers  of  the  garrifon  was,  accord- 
ingly, equipped  for  this  duty;  and  marched 
in  due  military  order  into  the  foreft. 

But  this  was  not  the  fpecies  of  forcie 
calculated  for  fuch  an  expedition :  and  from 
n6t  having  obferved  all  the  minute  precautioos 
required,  in  this  new  and  hazardous  kind  of 
warfare,  they  were  furprized  and  defeated  by 
the  negroes ;  and  very  few  of  the  foldiers 
efcaped  with  their  lives — moft  of  them  being 
killed^  and' their  fcalps,  or  bodies,,  fixed  againft. 
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the  trees,  to  ferve  as  an  example  of  what  others 
had  to  expedl  who  ftiould  venture  on  a  fimilar 
expedition  *. 

The  government  and  the  colonifts  having 
difcovered,  from  this  fatal  experience,  that  the 
Bufli  negroes  were  more  formidable  than  had 
been  expedled ;  and  finding  that  regular  Eu- 
ropean troops  were  not  the  beft  fitted  for 
this  kind  of  fervice,  raifed  a  corps  of  ne- 
groes from  among  the  mod  faithful  of  the 
flaves ;  and  alio  engaged  in  their  intereft  a 
party  of  Indians  from  the  woods,  who,  happily 
for  the  planters,  hold  the  Buflb  negroes  in  great 
abhorrence. 

Well  provided  and  equipped,  this  fecoiid 
expedition,  commanded  as  above-mentioned, 
feparated  into  two  parties,  and  boldly  advanced 
into  the  wood  to  form  a  combined  attack. 
Upon  their  march  they  pafled  the  dead  bodies 
of  the  Dutch  foldiers  tied  to  the  trees  at  the 
fides  of  a  narrow  path.     Not  deterred  by  this 


*  Upon  this,occafion  on^  of  the  officers  was  ca)liq4 
out  of  the  wood  by  a  faithful  llave,  who,  afterwards,  re* 
fufed  to  accept  his  freedom  as  a  reward  ;  and  only  beggei 
i(S  have  a  filvcr  medal  to  wear  on  days  of  feftlral. 

.     K  ft 
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horrid  example,  they  proceeded  onward,  having 
tbe  faigacious  Indians  on  their  flanks;  by  who£e 
acutenefs  and  penetration  they  difcovered  the 
various  fituations,  where  the  difFeretit  com- 
panies of  the  Brigands  had  taken  up  their  re« 
iidence,  and^  by  well  concerted  attacks,  defeat- 
ed and  routed  them  wherefoever  they  met 
themr  As  an  encouragement  to  the  able  and 
new  raifed  troops,  a  premium  was  offered 
for  every  right  hand  of  a  Bufli  negro  that 
fhould  be  brought  inj  and  when  they  re- 
turned from  the  expedition,,  they  appeared 
with  feventy  black  arms  difplayed  upon  the 
points  of  their  bayonets,  caufing  a  very  fingular 
and  fhocfcing  fpe£laele  to  the  beholders^  Three 
hundred  guilders  each  had  been  fixed  as  the 
price,  but  it  was  found  neccflary  to  reduce  the 
premium,  left  the  flaves  ihould  kill  their  pri^ 
foners,  or  even  deftroy  each  other  to  ob- 
tain it» 

_  ^  The  exertion  and  fatigue  required  in  fucb 
an  expedition  cannot  well  be  conceived  by 
tbofe  who  are  accuftomed  only  to  regular  and 
fyftematic  warfare:  nor  is  it  probable  that 
fttch  a  fervice  couM  have  been  fupported  in 
this  climate  by  Europeaa  foldiers»    In  addi- 
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tlon  to  all  the  difficulties  of  making  their  way 
through  the  unknown  and  almoft  impene- 
trable woods,  they  knew  not  where  to  find 
the  enemy's  pofts  j  and  were,  at  every  minute, 
liable  to  be  fallen  upon  by  furprize,  . 

At  firft  entering  the  Bufti,  the  march 
was  continued  to  a  great  diftance,  nearly 
knee-deep  in  water;  and  when  further  ad- 
vanced, the  troops  had  to  fcramble  through 
the  thickets  j  or  follow  each  other  by  a  confin^- 
ed  path  in  Indian  file  ;  and,  after  the  harafling 
march  of  the  day,  to  lie  down  at  night,  on  the 
bare  ground,  under  the  trees— the  officers  fuf- 
pending  their  hammocks  from  bough  to  bough 
in  the  open  air.  They  had,  moreover  to 
carry  the  whole  of  their  provifions,  arms^ 
jimmunition,  and  every  other  necefTary  requir- 
ed for  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition,  upon  their 
backs. 

But  for  the  affiflance  given  by  the  iQdians, 
the  brigands  had  probably  never  been  fubdu- 
ed  ;  perhaps  not  found  !  The  expertnqfs  of 
thefe  men,  in  fuch  a  purfiut,  is  peculiar,  and 
beyond  ^U  that  could  be  imagined,  by  thofe 
who  live  in  crowded  fociety.    They  not  only 

^3 
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!iear  founds  in  tlie  woods,  which  are  impercep- 
tible to  others,  but  judge,  with  furprifing  accu- 
racy, of  the  diftance  and  dirediion  from 
whence  they  proceed.  The  pofition  of  a  fal- 
len leaf,  or  the  bending  of  a  bramble,  too  flight 
to  be  noticed  by  an  European  eye,  conveys 
to  them  certain  intelligence  refpeding  the 
route  taken  by  thofe  whom  they  purfue.  From 
conftant  pradice  and  obfervation,  their  organs 
of  fenfe  become  highly  improved,  and  they 
hear  with  an  acutenefs,  and  fee  with  a  preci- 
(ion  truly  furprifing  to  thofe  who  are  unac- 
quainted with  their  habits,  and  their  vigilance. 
With  fuch  guides,  the  expedition  moved  in 
confidence,  and  was  conduced  in  fafety.  Se- 
ven encampments  of  the  brigands  were  difco- 
vered  and  completely  routed  ;  fome  of  which 
had  exifted  during  fifteen  years,  concealed  in 
the  profoundeft  gloom  of  the  foreft. 

The  following  was  the  mode  ufually  ob- 
ierved  in  eftablifliing  thefe  places  of  refidence 
and  refort.  Having  fixed  upon  the  fpot  moft 
convenient  for  their  purpofe,  a  circular  piece 
of  ground  was  cleared  of  its  wood,  and,  in  the 
centre  of  this,  they  built  huts,  and  formed  the 
.  eocaropment,  planting  round  about  the  buUd- 
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ings,  oranges,  bananas,  plantains,  yams,  eddpes, 
and  other  kinds  of  provifions  ;  thus,  in  additioa 
to  the  trees  of  the  foreft,  procuring  therafelves 
further  concealment  by  the  plantadons  which 
gave  them  food.  The  eddoes  were  found  in 
great  plenty,  and  had  feemed  to  conftitute 
'  their  principal  diet^  Round  the  exterior  of 
the  circular  fpot  was  cut  a  deep  and  wide  ditch, 
which,  being  filled  with  water,  and  ftuck,  at 
the  fides  and  bottom,  withfharp  pointed  flakes, 
ferved  as  a  formidable  barrier  of  defence.  The 
path  acrofs  this  ditch  was  placed  two  or  three 
feet  below  the  furface,  and  wholly  concealed 
from  the  eye  by  the  water  being  always  thick 
and  muddy.  Leaves  were  ftrewed,  and  ftep- 
pings,  fimilar  in  their  kind,  made  to  the  edges 
of  the  ditch,  at  various  parts,  as  a  precaution, 
to  deceive  any  who  might  approach,  refpe£t- 
ing  the  real  fituation  of  the  path.  But  the 
proper  place  of  croffing  was  found  out  by  the 
acutenefs  of  the  Indians,  who  foon  difcovered 
,  that  to  attempt  to  pafs  at  any  other  part,  was  to 
be  empaled  alive. 

It  was  found  that  the  Brigands  had  eight 
of  thefe  encampments,  or  points  of  rendezvous 
in  the  woods,  one  of  which  is  fuppofcd  ftill 
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to  remain  undifcovcred.  After  much  fatigue 
in  endeavoring  to  find  it,  the  fearch  was  rclin-r 
qui(hed,  in  the  idea  that  fome  of  the  prifoners, 
tither  by  indulgence  or  torture,  would  be  in^ 
duced  to  make  it  known  :  but  this  expefta-: 
tion  has  only  led  to  difappointment.  All  the 
means  ufed  have  failed,  and  the  prifoners, 
faithful  to  their  caufe,  have  fuflfered  torture 
and  death  without  betraying  their  foreft-affoci- 
atea. 

The  cruel  feverities  inflided  upon  thefe 
miferable  blacks  have  been  fuch  as  you  will 
fcarcely  believe  could  have  been  fuggefted  or 
pradifed  by  any  well-ordered  government  : 
for,  however  ftrongly  puniftiment  was  merit- 
ed, the  refinement  of  torture  with  which  it 
was  executed  ought  never  to  have  been  tolerat- 
ed in  any  ftate  profeffing  to  be  civilized* 
Humanity  fliudders  at  the  bare  recital  of  it. 

Moft  of  the  ring-leaders  were  taken,  and 
brought  to  Stabroek,  where  they  were  after-a- 
wards tried  and  executed,  the  majority  of 
them  fuffering  with  a  degree  of  fortitude  and 
heroifm  worthy  a  better  caufe.  One  in  parti- 
•ciilar,  named   Amfterdam,  fupported   the  ex- 
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treme  of  punifhment  with  a  firmnefs  truly 
aftonifhing.  He  was  fubjeded  to  the  moft 
fhocking  torture,  in  order  to  compel  him  tp 
give  information  regarding  the  remaining  en« 
campment — but  in  vain  !  He  defpifed  the 
feyereft  fufFering,  and  nothing  could  induce 
him  to  betray  his  late  companions,  or  to  maj^e 
known  their  yet  undifi:overed  retreat, 

*       ■ 

He  was  fentenced  to  be  burnt  alive,  firft 
having  the  flefh  torn  from  his  jimbs  with  red^ 
hot  pincers ;  and  in  order  to  render  his  pu- 
niftiment  ftill  more  terrible,  he  was  compel- 
led to  fit  by,  and  fee  thirteen  others  broken 
and  hiing  ;  and  then,  ia  being  conduced  to 
execution,  was  made  to  walk  over  the  thirteen 
dead  bodies  of  his  comrades.  Being  faftened 
to  an  iron-ftake,  furrounded  with  the  confum- 
ing  pile,  which  was  about  to  be*  illumined, 
he  regarded  the  by-ftanders  with  all  the  com^ 
placejicy  of  heroic  fortitude,  and  exhibiting, 
the  moft  unyielding  courage,  refolved  that  all 
the  torture  ingenuity  or  cruelty  might  invent 
ihould  not  extort  from  him  a  fingle  groan ; 
nor  a  fy liable  that  could  in  any  way  impeach 
his  friends. 
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With  the  fir  ft  pair  of  pincers,  the  execu- 
tioner tore  the  flefli  from  one  of  his  arms.  The 
fudden  inflidion  of  paia  caufed  him  to  recede, 
in  a  flight  degree,  from  the  irons ;  and  he 
drew  in  his  breath,  as  if  to  form  it  into  a  figh, 
but  he  inftantly  recovered  himfelf — his  coun^ 
tenance  upbraided  him,  and  he  manifeftly  took 
fhame  for  having  betrayed  even  the  flighteft 
fenfe  of  fuffering — then,  refuming  more,  if 
poflible,  than  his  former  compofure,  he  patient- 
ly waited  the  approach  of  the  next  irons,  an4, 
on  thefe  being  brought  towards  him>  he  fted- 
faftly  caft  his  eye  upon  them,  inclined  a  little 
forward,  and  with  an  unfliaken  firmnefs  of 
countenance,  deliberately  met  their  ^  burning 
gralp !  From  that  moment  he  fhewed  himfelf 
capable  of  defpifing  the  fevereft  pain.  Not  a 
feature  was  afterwards  difturbed,  and  he  pre- 
ferved  a  degree  of  compofure  implying  abfolute 
contempt  of  torture  and  of  death. 

Finally,  when  the  deftrudive  pile  was 
fet  in  flames,  his  ^bpdy  fpun  round  the  iron 
ftake,  with  the  mouth  open,  until  his  head  fell 
back,  and  life  was  extinguifl:ied.  I  am  told, 
by  a  gentleman  who  had  the  melancholy 
taflc  to  attend  the  execution,  that  the  moft 
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horrid-  flench  continued,  for  many  hours,  to 
iflue  from  the  roafting  body,  and  was  extreme- 
fy  offenfive  throughout  the  town,  penetrating 
fo  ftrongly  into  the  houfes  to  leeward,  as  to 
make  many  perfons  (ick,  and  prevent  them 
from  taking  food  during  the  remainder  of  the 
day. 

The  conduit  of  this  negro  furniflies  a 
ftriking  example  of  the  powers  of  the  human 
mind  in  fubduing  our  bodily  fufFerings,  and 
might  feem,  even,  to  corroborate  the  dodrine 
which  maintains  that  all  pain  is  ideal* 

Another  of  the  chiefs,  or  captains,  who 

» 

was  taken,  is  ftill  in  confinement  at  the  fort^ 
under  fentence  of  death.  His  execution  has 
been  delayed  in  the  hope  of  learning,  from 
him,  the  fituation  of  the  yet  remaining  en- 
campment ;  but,  hitherto,  to  no  purpofe ;  and 
from  his  prefent  condu<3:,  it  may  be  expedcd 
that  he  will  die  as  relentlefs  and  inflexible  as 
his  comrade  Amflerdam. 
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I^ETTER  XVI. 

Pefcription  of  houfe  and  furniture  occupied  by  the  medical flctfj^ 
at  La  Bourgdtde.  Entertainment  given  to  fame  gentlemen 
tf  the  navy.  Provifton-excurftons.  Arrangements  co^" 
arning  prize-money*  Benefit  and  importance  of  mufquit^ 
curtains.  Stability  of  temperature^  and  of  the  breeze  in 
Guiana.  Singular  application  made  to  the  author  for  an 
appointment  in  the  mgdical  department. 

« 

La  Bourgade,  May  2i<, 

J  HAVE  before  informed  you  ths^t  the  barraci? 
allotted  to  the  medical  oflScers  is  a  very  com- 
modious houfe,  fituated  near  to  the  hofpital ; 
but  I  gave  you  no  account  of  the  furniture  \ 
nor  did  I  defcribe  to  you  what  we  here  efteem 
a  comfortable  dwelling.  Let  me,  therefore, 
tell  you  that  our  manfion  is  built  wholly  of 
wood,  and  is  of  the  fimpleft  conftru^ion. 
Being  fet  upon  low  pillars,  it  is  fo  raifed  from 
the  ground  as  to  leave  fufficient  fpace  for 
dogs  and  fmall  pigs  to  pafs  under  it.  Chim- 
nies  and  fire  places  are  not  required.  The 
windows  are  naked  hoks  in  the  wooden  fides, 
and  arc .  neither  clofed  with  plate  glafs,  no? , 
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wellr  fitted  faflies,  but  hung  with  heavy  {huttetat 
on  the  outflde,  to  prote£l  us  in  time  of  rain. 
No  fine  ftucco  plafters  the  walls,  nor  are  the 
rooms  hung  with  rich  paper  or  tapeftry.  No 
painted  cloth,  nor  foft  carpet  fpreads  the  floor^ 
nor  do  any.  rich  cornices,  or  figured  plafter- 
ings  decorate  -the  cieling*  Above,  below,  aod 
at  the  fides,  all  is  plain  wood  :  the  walls^  the 
cielings,  and  the  floors  are  alike  of  naked  boards  j 
many  of  them  fo  joined  together  as  to  allow 
free  admiifion  to  air  and  light*  Sitting  in  the 
parlour,  we  fee  through  the  openings  into  th,e 
bed-room  above;  and  to  the  pigs  routing 
below.  The  roof  is  alfo  of  wood,  and  opeii 
to  the  bed-chambers,  which  are  hung  only 
with  the  well-fpun  tapeftry  .  •  .  •  ^  •  «  •  of  in-^ 
duftrious  fpiders.  An  old  bench,  or  fbrm^ 
with  three  or  four  chairs  of  rough  wood,  aad 
a  coarfe  deal  board,  laid  upon  a  pair  of  crof^ 

legs  by  way  of  tablc^  complete  the  furnitur e# 

\ 

Thus  accommodated,  yOu  will  be  amufed 
tO'  hear  that,  we  have  had  company  to  vifit  ua 
at  our  dinner  table.  Ladies!  did  you;a{k? 
No,  not  ladies  1  but  a  party  from  one  of  his- 
majefty's  fliips  of  war,  who  were  led,  by  cu- 
riofity,  to  fee  bow  the  **  foldier- officers,'*  (as 
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they  tferm  the  gentlemen  of  the  army)  were 
accommodated  on  fhore.  They  did  not  ex- 
prefs  themfelves  violently  envious  of  our 
comforts  ;  but  were  much  diverted  in  forming 
conjedures  what  might  have  been  the  remarks 
of  fome  of  our  friends  in  luxurious  London, 
could  they  have  glanced  an  eye  upon  our 
humble  banquet,  and  the  general  order  of  our 
manege.  A  piece  of  hard  fait  beef  graced 
one  end  of  the  table,  a  heavy  lump  of  fait 
pork  the  other*,  and  falt-meat  foup  fupplied 
the  place  of  the  rich  plateau  in  the  middle* 
Such  is  our  daily  repaft,  and  fuch  was  our 
feaft;  for  we  gave  to  our  vifitors  the  moft 
fumptuous  fare  of  the  larder.  Frefh  animal 
provifions  arc  dainties  we  can  very  feldom 
procure,  and  indeed,  were  it  not  for  the  daily 
allowance  dealt  out  to  us  by  government,  we 
fliould  be  confined  to  a  diet  of  yams  and  plan* 
tains,  like  the  flaves.  During  the  paflage  from  . 
England,  and  while  we  were  lying  at  Barba- 
does,  we  difregarded  o^r  fait  allowance,  nor 
did  we,  till  now,  comprehend  the  high  value 
of  a  government  ration  ;  but  it  is  here  become 
of  the  greateft  importance,  and  forms,  to  us, 
as  well  as  to  the  foldiers,  the  principal  fupply* 
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We  often  difpatch  negroes  to  the  diftant 
plantations  upon  the  coaft,  or  the  borders  of 
the  river,  in  fearch  of  fowls,  ducks,  roafting 
pigs,  or  any  other  frefh  provifions ;  but  they 
fo  commonly  return  empty  handed,  that  wc- 
have  been  led  to  fufped;  them  of  idlenefis  or 
negle(3:,  and  have  been  induced  to  make  the 
experiment  ourfelves,  by  going  in  a  boat  to 
different  eftates  Up  the  river,  with  a  view  of 
purchafing  poultry  or  other  ftock.  But  we 
have  been  equally  unfuccefsful ;  fometimcs 
failing  altogether,  and  at  others  procuring  only 
a  fmgle  chicken,  or  a  roafting  pig  to  ferve  a 
mefs  of  fix  perfons  for  the  week.  It  hap- 
pened one  week  that  we  met  with  a  whole 
litter  of  young  roafters  to  the  number  of  fix, 
when  we  thought  ourfelves  in  high  good  for-  - 
tune ;  but  as  we  had  no  convenient  means  of 
keeping  them  fat  or  in  conditioQ,  we  were 
unable  to  economize  the  ufe  of  them,  and 
from  eating  pig,  pig,  pig,  every  day  till  they 
were  all  confumed,  together  with  the  accident 
of  our  black  and  ftupid  cook,  occafionally 
leaving  a  little  favoury  fluffing'  within,  we 
were  not  only  in  danger  of  growing  into 
porkers  ourfelves,  but  became  fo  entirely  fati- 
ated  with  pig  as  to  make  it  extremely  dou|)t- 
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fill  whether  we  fhall  ever  be  able  to  eat  it 
againU 

Beef,  veal,  and  mutton  are  luxuries  be- 
jrond  our  reach.  This  colony  does  not  fupply- 
them  in  fufficient  quantity  for  its  ordinary 
confumption :  we  do  iiot  therefore  expe£fc 
them,  except  hy  way  of  an  occafional  feaft. 
The  great  additional  demand  for-  frefh  pro- 
vifions,  fmce  our  arrivad,  has  likewife  taken 
6ff  all  the  furplus  of  fmaller  ftotk,  and  left 
fsarcely  a  fpare  duck  or  a  chicken  in  the  colony. 

In  one  of  our  provifion-hunting  excur-i 
flons  to  the  weftern  coaft,  we  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fall  in  with  Captain  Dougah,  xvhonr 
we  found  refiding  there,  in  command  of  the 
remnant  of  the  black  corps,  which  was  raifed 
laft  year  for  the  expeditioti  againft  the  Bufli* 
negroes.  From  thi^  gentlemacn  we  expefi- 
enced  every  riiark  of  polite  and  hofpitable 
attention.  In  our  conVerfation  we  difcovered 
that  he  was  the  fon  of  the  gentleman  I  had 
f^en  at  "  Profit  ;'*  and,  on  his  learning  that 
I  had  vifited  his  father,  we  were  at  once  old 
acquaintances.  But  this  was  not  required 
to  call  forth  the  captain's  hofpitalityj  for  he 


had  |irevioUfly  infifted  upon  our  dining,  and 
pafling  the  remainder  of  the  day  with  him  j 
and  he  gave  us  an  excellent  dinner,  and  plenty 
of  good  wines,  with  the  mbft  cordiai  welcome* 
Caflada  cake  ^nd  roafted  plantaiins  were 
ferved  inftead  of  bread,  and  with  our  fowls 
we  had  A  fauce  prepared  from  the  caflfada 
juice;  which  lofes  its  poifonous  quality  by 
bDiling  and  evaporation,  and  becomes  fome«' 
what  like  the  eflence  ufed  under  the  name  of 
foy. 

On  taking  our  leave,  in  the  evening,  we 
received  many  polite  and  liberal  invitations  to 
repeat  our  vifit ;  had  our  boat  loaded  with  fruity . 
and  were  defired  to  fend  for  a  further  fiipply 
whenever  it  might  be  acceptable.  The  eftate 
was  rich  in  oranges  and  plantains,  beyond  all 
we  had  vifited  J  aind  fo  univerfally  were  the 
fields*  interfered*  with  rows  of  fruit  trees,  that 
whichever  path  we  purfued,  the  eye  looked 
dawn  a  fine  avenue  loaded^  and  yellow  with 
fruit. 


•  m 


'  Let  me  announce  to  you  that  I  have 
lately  been  called  upon  to  give  in  a  return  o£ 
the  officers   of  the  hofpitaUftaff  entitled  tQ 
VOL,  ir.  s 
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prize-money,  in  order  to  enable  the  agents  to 
make  the  necefiary  arrangement  for  the  diftri^ 
bution  of  the  property.  This  would  feem  to 
augur  favorably :  at  all  events  it  is  fatisfaftory 
to  have  our  claim  edabUihed,  and  to  fee  things 
placed  in  an  equitable  train  ;  but  we  are  not 
fo  fanguine  as  to  expeA  our  fhares  thus  foon, 
fhould  we  be  fortunate  enough  to  receive 
them  at  all  *. 

You  will  be  pleafed  to  hear  that  although 
we  are  ftill  fadly  annoyed  with  mufquitoes 
during  the  day  and  the  evening,  our  nights 
are  pafled,  at  our  new  home,  in  all  of  reft  and 
comfort.  In  Carlifle  bay,  and  at  Stabroek, 
-notwithftanding  that  I  flept  with  the  door  and 
windows  open,  I  always  felt  heated  and  reft- 
lefs^in  bed  ;  and,  too  commonly,  rofe  with  a 
painful  and  fpotted  fkin  in  the  morning.  At 
La  Bourgade  I  am  free  from  thefe  inconveni- 
ences, and  it  were  difficult  to  imagine  the  great 
and  genuine  comfort  I  derive  from  paffing  my 
nights  in  reft  and  compofure.  I  lie  upon  a 
hard  mattrefs,  without  any  bedding  under  it, 

*  It  Kas  been  already  remarked,  that  not  the  fmalleft 
divlfion  of  this  prize-money  has  yet  been  ihared  by  the 

eaptoTi,    -»    -       /  ^ 
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covered  only  with  a  thin  cotton  fheet,  and 
prote£led  by  my  friendly  and  moft  valued 
mufqulto  curtain.  Even  with  the  door  and 
windows  fhut,  I  can  reft  without  feeling  my- 
felf  unpleafantly  heated ;  and,  furrounded 
with  my  netting,  I  quietly  regard  the  hoft  of 
mufquitoes  and  other  infers  buzzing  about 
me,  without  the  fear  of  their  difturbing  my 
repofe. 

Lying  thus  in  coolnefs  and  fecurity,  after 
the  difturbed  and  unpleafanc  nights  of  late 
weeks,  I  do  verily  enjoy  my  bed  as  a  great 
luxury.  Inftead  of  rifmg  wearied  by  reftlefs- 
nefs,  and  exhaufted  by  excefs  of  heat,  I  noip^, 
quit  my  pillow,  in  the  morning,  refreflied,  and 
recruited  for  the  bufy  round  of  the  day. 

From  the  (ituation  of  thefe  colonies  with 
refpeft  to  the  fun  and  the  ocean,  and  from  the 
territory  being  a  continued  flat,  we  are  fcarcely 
ever  without  a  free  and  fteady  breeze,  which 
creates  an  equable  temperature,  and  renders 
the  climate  peculiarly  uniform.  At  fix  in  the 
morning  the  thermometer  is  ufually  between 
74  and  77  degrees,  and  at  noon  it  has  feldom 
varied  more  than  from  8 1  to  84  degrees.     It 

s  a 
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h^iiig  libW  the  ^et  feafon,  mucih  rain  corh- 
ftftfilly  falls  during  the  night ;  and,  frequently 
tety  heavy  fhowfers  in  the  c61irfe  of  the  day  ; 
fijch  as  quickly  find  their  way  through  all  the 
garments  of  tiibfe  who  happen  to  be  expofed 
to  tliem,  for  the  heavieft  thunder  ftorms  of 
England  are  fcarcely  fufEcient  to  give  you  an 
iflea  of  their  force  and  rapidity. 

As  I  am  to  commune  \Yith  you  upon  all 
fubje^s,  and  all  occurrences,  I  may  tell  you 
that  a  few  days  ago  I  received  a  very  fingular 
and  unexpeded  vifit  from  a  dirty-looking,  ill- 
dreflfed  man,  who  was  an  entire  ftranger  to 
me ;  and  who,  (talking  abruptly  into  the  room, 
addrefled  himfelf  to  me^  faying,  without  any 
preliminary  falutation,  *'I  am  juft  called  to  fee 
you,"  then  afted  if  "  the  flaves  dill  remained 
tipoh  the  ^ftate ;"  and,  following  up  his  quef- 
tSotis,  without  waiting  for  any  reply,  went  on 
tb  a  train  of  interrogatories,  defiring  to  know 
^S^  th6  army  wanted  a  dodor" — very  //- 
bif^ally  tendering  his  fervices,  provided  he 
***  cbuld  obtain  a  good  appointment T — Had  hia 
iblKties  been  cprifummate  as  his  aflurance, 
he  might  have  been  a  valuable  acquifitipn  to 
lis ;  but,  as  appearances  ^id  not  exactly  be- 
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fpeak  this,  I  had  only  to  bow,  in  humble  re- 
gret that  we  had  no  appointment  adequate  to 
his  merits,  and  to  lament  that  we  could  not 
avail  ourfelves  of  the  diftinguifhed  honor 
he  had  intended  the  department. 


I  r 
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LETTER    XVH. 

Authors  4uties  kad  him  to  the  colony  of  BerUfche.  Eftahlt/bes 
a  comparative  inquiry  refpeBing  the  dijeafed  appearances 
after  different  diforderSy  with  a  view  to  afcertain  what  are 
the  changes  produced  by  yellow  fever.  The  more  robu/t 
tnoft  liable  to  be  deflroyed  by  the  fever  of  the  climate.  An  ex* 
ample  in  the  fuperintending  cook  at  the  hofpital.  Execu-^ 
tion  of  a  Bufb  Negro.  Public  punifhment  of  a  party  (f 
blacks*     Unjujl  puni/hment  of  a  Negro  Carpenter* 

Demarara,  May  25^ 

JL  HE  hofpital  at  La  Bourgadc  being  now  efta- 
blifhed,  and  placed  under  proper  regulations 
for  the  accommodation  ofihefick,!  fhall  pro- 
ceed, without  delay,  to  the  fettleraent  of  Ber- 
bifche  in  order  to  make  the  neceffary  hofpital 
arrangements  for  that  colony. 

It  grieves  me  very  fmcerely  to  be  atlc 
to  tell  you,  that  we  are  likely  to  have  an  am- 
ple opportunity  of  profccuting  our  inquiries 
'refpeding  the  ftate  of  the  vifcera  after  yellow 
fever';  but  in  ord^er  that  we  may  not  be  de- 
ceived by  appearances-,  we  purpofe,likcwife,to 

■ 

examine  the  bodies  of  thofe  who  may  be  de- 
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ftroyed  by  other  maladies,  whereby  we  fliall  be 
enabled  to  judge  more  accurately  what  are  the 
real  changes  induced  by  that  difeafe. 

To  ofFer  you  )any  details  upon  this  fub- . 
je£l:  would  not  only  be  premature,  but  foreign 
to  my  prefent  purpofe.  Suffice  it  therefore  to' 
know  that  we  (hall  avail  ourfelves  of  the  occa- 
fions  which  may  occur,  and  that  in  number 
they  promife  infinitely  to  exceed  our  wifhes. 
Among  the  late  fufFerers  we  have  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  lofe  our  fuperiniending  cook,  at  the 
hofpital.  He  was  a  man  of  peculiar  ftrength, 
voice,  and  appetite.  The  fick  on  board-{hip 
ufed  to  complain  that  he  ate  up  almoft  the 
whole  of  their  food  :  when  he  fpake,  his  voice 
was  as  the  roaring  of  thunder ;  and  inpoint  of 
mufcular  ftrength,  he  was  quite  Herculean. 
The  attack  was  fevere,  and  he  quickly  fell  a. 
facrifice,  experiencing  all  the  inveterate  fymp- 
toms  of  the  fever,  with  the  exception  only,  of 
the  yellownefs  of  the  fkin,-"^that  uncertain 
mark  from  which  the  name  of  the  difeafe  has 
been,  erroneoufly,  taken.  The  diforder  was 
early  marked  with  uncommon  reftlefsnefs  and 
anxiety,  an  indefcribablefenfation  at  thjc  region 
of  the  ftomach,  and  an  almoft  inceflant  vomit-' 

S  4. 


ingora  black  fliiid  rcfcmbling  the  grounds  of 
coffee* 

« 

Among  t^he  diftrefsfulfcenes  it  has  lately 
been  my  lot  to  witnefs,  I  may  tell  you,  that  a 
few  mornings  ago,  I  chanced  to  be  at  Stabroek 
at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  captain  of 
the  Bufti  Negroes  whom  I  mentioned  to  you 
in  a  former  letter*  He  died  faithful  to  hi$ 
caufc,  and  no  information  could  be  obtained 
frorti  him  regarding  the  encampment  ftill  re* 
maining  lA  the  woods.  He  was  fentenced  to 
be  fufpended  by  the  neck  for  a  fhort  time,  and 
then  taken  down,  while  yet  alive,  to  have  his 
head  fevered  from  his  body.  The  executioner 
was  a  negro,  who,  without  any  feelings  of 
compundion,  or  of  forrowfor  his  country man^ 
exulted  in  the  adroitnefs  with  which  he  took 
off  the  head  at  a  iingle  blow. 

After  the  execution  I  fat  a  fhort  time 
with  the  o^fficers,  at  the  barrack  of  the  99th 
regiment ;  when  another  painful  fcene  was  ex- 
hibited to  our  obfervation,  in  the  flogging  of 
a  party  of  negroes,  before  the  fifcal's  door, 
^pon  the  public  flreet, 
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Upon*  one  of  them  being  releafed  from  the 
flakes,  to  which  he  had  been  tied  down,  with 
his  face  to  the  earth,  during  his  puniftimcnt^ 
I  thought  that  I  recognized  his  features,  and  oa 
going  out  to  afcertain  the  fad,  I  drfcovered 
him  to  be  one  of  the  carpenters,  who  had  beeo 
fet  apart  to  work,  under  my  diredions,  at  che 
hofpital.  It  happened,  too,  that  he  had  dif- 
tinguiflied  himfelf  by  hils  induftry,  andwas  tho 
man  with  whom  I  had  mod  converfed,  on  ac- 
count of  his  fpeaking  Englifli,  and  being  able 
to  explain  my  inftrudions  to  his  fellow-woxk'* 
men. 

You  will  believe  that  I  felt  an  intcreft 
regarding  him,  and  that  I  was  anxious  to  learn 
by  what  offence  he  had  brought  upon  hitufelf 
the  feyere  punifhmentwe  had  witneffed.  To 
this  end,  in  company  with  Major  Say  and 
other  officers,  I  followed  the  poor  bleeding 
man  to  his  home,  where  we  learned  that  the 
alleged  crime  for  which  he  had  been  punifhed 

was ftriking  a  white  man  ;  although  in  fad 

it  appeared  tp  have  been  a  refufal  to  get  up 
from  his  bed,  at  9  o'clock  at  night,  to  work  for 
^  white  inhabitant  of  the  town,  after  labouring 
3t  the  hofpital  during  the  whole  of  the  day, 
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It  was  further  hinted  by  thofe  about  him,  that 
fomething  of  pique  or  prejudice,  on  account 
of  the  poor  man  exprefKng  himfelf  pleafed 
with  his  employment  at  the  Britifh  hofpital, 
might  poflibly  have  operated  in  deafening  the 
car  of  juftice  againft  him. 

Thefe  circuraftances  gave  additional  in- 
tereft  to  his  cafe,  and  we  felt  ourfelves  called 
upon,  no  lefs  by  humanity,  than  inclination, 
to  afcertain  the  truth  of  it ;  and  if  the  poor  man 
had  been  unjuftly  puniflied,  to  endeavor  to 
bring  the  authors  of  it  to  fhame. 

A  Dutchman  who  happened  to  be  prefent 
at  the  time  we  were  making  inquiries,  in  the 
carpenter's  fhop  to  which  the  negro  belonged, 
told  us,  with  an  air  of  confidence,  that  he  had 
been  punifhed  for  ftriking  him^  and  cutting 
hi«  elbow  with  a  large  chijfel ;  (hewing  us  the 
very  chiffel  with  which  the  wound  had  been 
made,  and  the  precife  fpot  whereon  it  had 
happened,  at  the  fame  time  exhibiting  his  arm 
fupported  in  a  fliDg.  All  this  being  focircum- 
ftantially  ftated,  four  of  us,  Major  Say,  the  fur^ 
geon  of  the  99th.,  another  officer  and  myfelf, 
begged  to  fee  this  frightful  wound  which  had 
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been  cut  in  the  elbow  :  fome  objedions  were 
offered  on  the  ground  of  difturbing  the  dret- 
fings,  unfewing  the  bandages  and  the  like: 
but  as  Mr.  Blackader  promifed  to  replace  alt 
thefe  in  fit  order>  we  perfifted  in  the  requeft ; 
and  the  Dutchman  finding  that  we  were  ur- 
gent,  and  rather  inclined  to  be  peremptory,  at 
length  fubmitted :  but  the  coat  was  faid  to  fiit 
inconveniently  tight ;  the  (hirt  fleeve  to  be 
tied  in  a  h^d  knot,  and  other  little  difficulties 
and  delays  were  thrown  in  the  way.  Stili 
we  determined  to  fubdue  them  all ;  and  when, 
at  lafl,  we  fucceeded,  lo  !  inftead  of  the  many 
bandages,  and  complex  dreffings  we  had  been 
taught  to  expedi,  we  could  neither  find  a 
plafler,  nor  the  wound.  Inflead  of  a  deep  cut 
from  a  chiffel,  a  flight  bruife  only  appeared 
upon  the  elbow,  the  fkin  being  neither  cut,  nor 
broken.  This  feemed  to  ftrengthen  our  fufpi- 
cions  that  the  poor  flave  had  been  unfairly 
treated  ;  and  by  profecuting  the  inquiry  *wc 
learned  the  following  hiftory. 

The  Dutchman  had  gone  to  the  carpen^ 
ter's  fhop  in  the  evening  in  fearch  of  a  car- 
penter to  do  fome  work  at  a  houfe  in  the  town-; 
and  finding  this  negro  fleepirig  in  the  room 
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over  the  workftiop,  infifted  upon  his  getting  up 
to  go  with  him.  The  poor  fellow  pleaded 
that  it  was  nighty  that  he  had  toiled  through 
the  whole  of  the  day,  and  further  that  he  was 
ordered  by  the  commandant  to  work  only  at 
the  hofpital  until  that  was  completed.  The 
Dutchman,  neverthelefs,  infifted  upon  his 
going.  The  flave  unhappily  refufed.  Words 
enfued  ;  and  the  white  man,  feiz/ing  the  black 
by  the  hair  of  his  head,  dragged  him  down 
into  the  workfhop;  where,  in  the  fcuffle,  tlue 
Dutchman  happened  to  receive  a  bruife  of  the 
elbow. 

The  following  morning  a  complaint  was 
made  to  a  public  officer,  high  in  power,  ftating 
that  the  negro  had  ftruck  the  Dutchman,  aflid 
wounded  him  j  and  it  being  an  offence  utterly 
unpardonable  for  a  black  man,  under  any  cir-. 
cumftances,  to  lift  his  hand  againft  a  white  one, 
the  poor  flave,  without  further  inquiry,  was 
fentenced  to  receive  the  punifhment  we  had 
witnelFed. 

We  could  not  feel  fatisfied  that  the  pro* 
ceedings  had  been  conduced  with  a  due  regard 
to  juftice,  and  therefore  we  waited  upon  the 
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perion  who  had  decreed  the  puriifliment,  TO 
inquire  farther  into  the  merits  of  it ;  and  were 
told  by  him,  that  tlie  negro  had  been  pilnifhed 
"  for  ftriking  a  white  man,  with  a  heavy  Jlicky 
and  a  large  nail  in  it,  aiid  therewith  cutting  a 
deep  wound  in  his  elbow/'  As  this  account 
differed  from  that  of  the  Dutchman  himfelf, 
we  afked  this  man  of  power,  if  the  fentence 
had  been  pronounced  barely  upon  the  man's 
own  report.  Certainly  not,  he  replied  ;  the 
depofition  was  further  fanftioned  by  the  tef- 
timony  of  four  refpedtable  witneffes  who  ap- 
peared in  evidence,  having  feen  the  negro  ftrike 
the  white  man  with  the  great  ftick  with  it  great 
nail  in  it. 

We  then  ufed  the  freedom  of  afking  if 
he  had  tak^ii  the  trouble  to  look  at  this  wound- 
ed  elbow  hlmfelf.  He  had,  he  f^tid,  "  and  a 
fad  cut  it  was."  Had  we  not  been  ftricken 
dumb  with  the  reply,  we  might  have  exclaim- 
ed, "  Alas  !  unhappy  blacks  !  what  hope  have 
ye  of  juftice,  if  not  only  private,  but  alfo 
public, punifhments  be  thus  awarded." 

As  foon  as  our  furprife  and  indignation 
would  permit,  we  informed  this  man  of  juftice 
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tbat  four  of  us  had  minutely  examined  this 
frightful  cut  of  the  elbow>  and  that,  with  all 
our  eight  eyes  flrained  as  wide  as  they  could 
flare,  we  had  not  even  been  able  to  difcover 
the  wound  ;  adding,  for  his  further  informa- 
tion, that  the  Dutchman  had,  himfelf,  aflured 
lis  that  it  was  cut  with  a  large  chiffel :  but 
that,  in  fad  it  had  neither  been  cut  with  a 
chiiTel,,  nor  with  a  nail  in  a  (lick,  nor  cut  at 
iall ;  being  only  a  flight  bruifc  which  had  pro- 
bably happened  in  the  ftruggle,  when  the 
Dutchman  was  pulling  about  the  negro  by  the 
hair  of  his  head.  We  alfo  ventured  to  add 
that  the  whole  tale  of  this  mighty  wound  was 
a  fcandalous  impofition  ;  and  the  punifhment 
which  had  been  inflidled  upon  the  negro  a 
grofs  injullice.  We  then  appealed  to  this 
arbitrary  guardian  of  the  laws,  very  earneftly 
demanding  whether,  in  juftice  to  the  injured 
negro,  to  the  public,  and  to  himfelf,  who  had 
been  thus  deceived  and  impofed  upon,  he 
would  not  feel  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  in- 
flitute  an  inquiry  regarding  the  fadl,  and  to 
have  the  cruel  wretch,  and  his  four  perjured 
witnefles,  feverely  punifhed — ^but  of  courfe  we 
made  no  remark  upon  his  having  feen  the  fad 
gut  in  the  elbow  with  bis  own  eyes  !    Whe- 
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ther  from  feeling  himfelf  implicated,  or  froiA 
a  reluifiance  arifmg  from  any  other  caufe,  this 
great  officer  oi  jujlice  did  not  feem  to  be  of 
accord  with  our  fentiments  upon  the  fiibjed  ;. 
but  endeavored  to-  divert  us  from  the  queftion 
by  expatiating  upon  the  high  neceffity  of 
holding  flaves  in  fubjedion,  and  the  great 
danger  and  impolicy  of  overlooking,  in  any 
inftance,  the  crime  of  their  lifting  the  hand 
againft  a  white  man.  We  readily  conceded 
to  him  that  upon  the  prefent  fyftem — it  was , 
ftrongly  neceflary  to  be  tenacious  of  the  pri- 
vileges aflumed,  but  we  could  never  agree  that 
it  was  either  juft  or  wife,  to  punifli  a  poor 
unprotected  man  upon  the  falfe  accufation  of 
a  fct  of  perjured  wretches,  merely  becaufe 
Nature  had  covered  him  with  a  black  fkin, 
and  them  with  a  white  one  ;  nor  that  it  was 
fit  not  to  expofe  fuch  wanton  malice  to  public 
fhamc,  whenever  the  falfehood  and  injuftice 
of  the  teftimony  fhould  be  detected ;  there- 
fore, pledging  ourfelves  to  appear  in  evidence, 
whenever  called  upon,  we  left  the  office  ob- 
|:aining  a  promife  from  this  man  of  power, 
to  inflitute  an  inquiry,  and  to  have  juftice 
done  to  the  poor  injured  flave  ! 
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Whether  our  endeavors  in  his  behatf 
ttiay  be  crowned  with  fuccefs,  is  extremely 
doubtful,  but  the  unhappy  hiftory  of  our  car-  , 
penter's  punifliment  will  convey  to  you  fome 
idea  of  the  kind  of  juftice  to  be  expeded  by 
flaves.  The  alleged  offender  is  not  heard  in  mi- 
tig^ation,  nor  are  any  of  his  colour  admitted  in 
cvideoce,  although  they  might  be  able  wholly 
to  difprove  the  charge;  hence,  whenever  a 
white  man  is  bafe  enough  to  perjure  himfelf 
in  accufation,  the  flave  can  have  no  hope  of 
efcaping  from  punilhment. 
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Jtuthor  emhairit  on  hard  a  Cbimfnfjffariat  fecp  Upnicetijrm* 
Dtmarara  to  Berbifihe*  ExptBsjto  eofnpktt  tif  Ppfig/fi 
in  a  few  hours,  but  is  detained  ft  fea  Jour  days  and^nigbtSf^ 
deprived  of  almoji  every  necejfary  and  eviry  comfort.  De»* 
/criptioh  of  the  Viltigeur  and  its  accomnriddims.  '  ^SHS^' 
tatin  it  ndretched  bole  of  filth  and  vermn,r.i$s*fjkrfAf^. 
ture.  Th^  library.  Ei^dition^  of  pajfepgers.  \in  the  .bonU: 
Various  and  tormenting  delays.  The  captain  ^raged  and 
intemperate.  View  at  tbtp  ^^tining  of  tbt  Mertifcie  riviK  < 
Happy  fanfati^us  w  anivmgat'^oktWiUiMi  Fttderic.      ^ 


.N   ' . 


'-.  r 


A 


Berbifche^MaiyjiA 

HzpECTiKO.  a  paflage  of  oi^Iy  a  few  hours  19 . 
this  colonyv  I  kft  Demarara  the  day  after;, 
writing  to  .you  my  laft  Ietter,/on  board  a  fmaU . 
v^Soi  which  I  had  ^ot.  f^ejcn  previous  to  einf*. 
barking  for  the  voyage.^,  and  which  offeredyUO 
accommodation  but  that  of.  being  bound  di- 
red  to  the  place  of  my  deftination.     This,' in-f 
deed,  feemed  to  be  all  that  was  required,  for 
I  was  afiui:ed  both   qji  (jfipf^Cy  and  ;\!V||;iien  I 
arrived  onboard,  thati,  in  lefs, than ^t went jk 
foqr  houfs,  we  fl^ould  be  at  Berbiiipher, « j|j)^ 
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confident  with  the  uncertainties  to  whfch  X 
am  always  doomed,  whenever  my  perfon  \% 
entnifted  to  the  fickle  oceaq,  this  fliort  paf- 
fagc,frbm  a  multitude  of  ad  verfe  circqmftaiices^ 
was  extended  to  a  f§dly  t;.edious  voyage  ;  and^ 
in  many  refped:$,  the  mod  comfortlefs  and 
lUisi^Mi^l^  I  iiav€  known.  Inftead  of  a  iibw 
btfun  only,  we  wens;  four  Ion ^  days  «t  fca. 
i^  pinme  aeta^  the  i>rogref§  of  jpach  fuq'- 
(^  ve  4^y  piay,  pe;rh4p8,  he  aa  ledipus  to  yftu 
as  ttlip >itoyage  has  been  to  me:  yet^'  to  iky, 
mfefefv;  thTat  wc  w^rd '  four  davs  making  "a 

R*lfes^  !p^.ft"Jy  K  fs^»  .leagues,  .wout4  gQ»Yeiy 
%6  y^  tfA  ideia  Qf«  theiei^tf  erne  difcoii^fcrtv^and 
the  various  and  muhiplied  annoyances  tcjt 
i*te6h  ■  *  r'wa§^  ^xpofed.  Let  me,  therefore^ 
^tf  -ybU^the^parficulaf^  in  my^  6Wn:  way; 
aUd^^f  it^e^cfth^nieef,  ^\x  may^tafc^W  many 
dfeyS  td^p^ad  the' 'hiftoi^'^of  the  voyage  as  we 
dSd'td^miafce  it ;   ahdjHfcn  Jf  you  pleafe,  yod' 

r  ■  '  '  ^  ' 

ifiay  i&mmit  it^  a«  i  vrould;  gladly  have  done; 
th^^v<efl%l  in  lyhieh  it  was  written  ....  to" 

^  *'  Atf  eight  o'clock  on  the  mornxig  of  thcr 
ItSth  !nft;i  I  embarked  on  board  the  aboyer 
f^ikfp  to'-^jprocced  from  tort  William  Frederic, 
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UAht  mtmth  of  th6  Detnarara  iiver,  to  Fort 
St.  Atiidrew,  at  iht  entrance  of  thje  river  Ber^ 
bifche.  The  veffei  was  empteytd  by  th© 
Gonfimiflariat,  to  Convey  ftbrtfe  ttnd  pfovifions 
tb  the  garrifon*  She  wais  nftnl^d  YoW^^t^ 
add  if  tfce  term  wa^  ftieant  to  Irtiply  a  rt)lliftg 
atid  totobling  veffeiv  ih  <!>ppofitk)ti  td  etery 
thing  of  (peed  or  expedition^  ft,  (Urelyj  coul^ 
not  have  been  mote  tmrefily  applied^  for  ntvet 
did  an  tniwitldj^cafk  ^t«  m&tth^vdy  tm. 
the  water.  - 

Qiiite  tinexj^a^dly  T  met  witfe  five  other 
fAfTen^et^  oti  boai'd,.  to  all  df  ^i^^di  I;  WM  aft: 
entire  ftrartgef.  1  thought  ttyfelf  fortttftiwr 
in  hfrviiag  procured  thr^e  fmall'  ehkkefiis^  atid 
a  fel^  p1g*s  fficev  with  fonn6  Frtilt  and  v^^g^ta^ 
ble»,  as.tny  fhafe  of  ftoqk  for  th*  Voyage  j  Wd^ 
which,  I  wai  told  by  my  frfertds  dfl  flioK,  Whd^ 
had  ofien  made  the  f>a(rage,  WM  an  ample  fiip^ 
ply,^  it  being  pfobdble  that  1  Qvould  not  bavtf^ 
to  remain  more  thahHi  Tmgte  day  di^  boHtdi^ 
The  btlirer  g^ntlemeh,t^ving  more  ^dnfidiOic^J' 
tha*i^  tflyfiflf/in'tlw  wind,  the  fttf,  ^hd'4he  ^&^ 
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The  anchor  was  weighiftg  Vfhtn  I  ar-f 
rhrcd  on  board,  I,  therefore,  had  fcarcely  any. 
opportunity  of  feeing  my  fellow  pafleng^r^ 
before  we  were  under  fail ;  nor  had  I  lime  ta 
become  at'  all  acquainted  with  (hem  ere  I  was* 
compelled  to  retreat,  and  tp  hide  myfelf  fronv 
their  fociety  ;  ^r,  as  ufual,  my  head  became^ 
fenfible  of  the  lea*mouon  beCore  we  had  well 
ofcaped  from  the  riyer/and  my  ftomach  fym-. 
pathinng,,yiQil^nt  fick^^  feezed  me,  apdl  was 
compelled  to  hurry  to  bed,  ;  ^^ 

:*  ;  ^  TjU  nowJ:had,takcn  no  thought  regard- 
i»g  eUher. cabin  or  couch,, ^heihortnefs.pfti^ 
I{pyag9,  and  ^h^.  warm  and  fteady  tempjerafure^ 
gfthq  climat43»h;3td  fuper^ded  all  concern  re- 
ipe£ling  a  birt^.for  the  rfightT— every  accom- 
H^odation  being  aflfured  to  me  by  fitting  upon 
deck,  or  lying  down  in  the  open  ain     The 
ills  of  noon j  and  the  unaccommodating  nature 
qf  the  Voltigeur  had  no,  fhare  in  my  calcula- 
t|t3Q$,  i  Ifuti/Bow  4ifcpvi9^e4  that  no  relief 
tpijb^^.preCepit.fufFeriqgs  could  be  had  upon 
di«6b  0  rtT^M  up  was  imppffibjQ,  thC;  vip)eacej 
<»C^tlK,  jfeipliiBjg  hfiins  ^^tflge^Uer  i^fiipif^rtftbli^^j 
and,  as  the  vefTel  offered  no  ,Dfi9?»^iB8cfc^ii 
to  lie  down  upon  the  deck)  expofea  to  the  full 
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power  of  a  burning  fun,  was  to  invite  almoft 
certain  difeafe  ;  and,  further,  as  tKere  were  no 
quarter-boards,  nor  any  other  defence  at  the 
fides  of  the  floop,  I  muft  have  been  every  mo- 
ment in  danger  of  being  rolled  overboard  iuto 
the  fea.  , 

Under  thefe  circumftances  I  was  driven 
to  feek  fheltcr  in  the  cabin,  fuch  as  it  might 
chance  to  be;  and,  to  this  end,  I  was.con* 
du£ted  to  a  kind  of  trap- door  in  the  quarter- 
deck, called  a  hatch- way ;  and,  the  hatch  being 
Mfted  off,  a  dark  hole  below  was  pointed  out. 
to  me  as  the  cabin,  and  the  only  p|ace  where 
I  could  recline  my  aching  head,  or  hope  relief 
for  my  fickened  ftomach.  Subdued  by  the 
depfeffing  languor  of  naufea,  I  was  too  ill  to 
hefitate ; — to  lie  down  was  my  only  care.  A 
death-like  ficknefs  impelled  me  on  ;  and,  un? 
aflifted  by  flairs  or  ladder,  I  dropped  myfcli^ 
by  means  of  my  trembling  arms,  down  tt^ 
opening  into  this  murky  cell.  My  feet  were 
quickly  arretted  by  the  old  chefts,  and  other 
lumber  fcattered  about  this  filthy  place,  which 
was  not  of  fuflScient  depth  to  admit  of  my 
(landing  upright,  without  being  half  out  at 
Jhe  hatch- way ;  neithoc  wa§  there  rpooi  to  0t 
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4}own,  nor  a  chair,  nor  ftool  to  f  eft'  upoa-*^ 
kence  it  only  remained  to  me  to  crawl  up^ 

> 

mf  hands  and  Icoees  over  the  loofe  ehefts  sax4^ 
barrels  to  the  fartbeft  extent  of  the  cabii>,  and 
there  throw  myfclf  into  a  wooden  birth  fixe4 
at  the  (ide ;  which  I  found  too  (hort  to  adn^lS 
of  the  full  extenfion  of  my  perfon,  and  too 
near  the  planks  of  the  deck  above,  to  allow 
Ckf  my  remaining  in  any  hut  an  extended 
pofture* 

■ 

Still  die  antiihilating  naufea  I  fui^red 
rendering  me  in£enfible  to  all  other  ilis^  I 
fol<ied  my&lf  up^  as  well  as  the  ihortnefaand 
ttanrownefs  of  my  contradled  birth  would  ali- 
low,  and  aiTuming^  as  nearly  as  I  could^  tbi 
homzontal  pofition,  foi^ht  only  to  efcape  from 
the  d^relfing  iicknefs  that  overpowered  me': 
nor  was  it  until  this  had  fomewhat  abated  that 
I  dUcovered  the  horrors  of  the  contrafl:ed^ 
dungeon  into  which  I  had  crawled.  Darknefe 
and  naufea  bad  concealed  from  me,  nfef  only 
the  limited  extent,^  but  the  many  other  ills  of 
this  wretched  hole.  At  a  moment  when  the 
all-concealing  ficknefs  had  a  little  fubfided,  a 
failor  with  a  light  in  his  hand,  dropped  through 
the  opening  by  which  I  had  defcended.     It 
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were  impoffible  to  defcribe  the  fehfktions  I 
(experienced  upon  difcovering  the  fcene  whichr 
iaow  opened  to  me.  The  execrable  neft  In 
liirhich  I  was  lying  was  not  fimply  crowded 
and  confined,  beyond  all  that  the  annoyances 
I  had  felt  had  led  me  to  fufpedi,  but  it  was  d 
tout  enfemhlt  of  naftinefs,  that  defies  all  de^ 

«        * 

fcriptioQ.  .  Words  can  only  convey  to  ydii,  a 
faint  idea  of  the  dirty  and  abominable  plaeb^ 
in  which,  for  four  long  day s^  fick  and  widiom 
food,  I  had  to  live. 

This  horrid  cell,  called  a  cabin,  was  onl^ 
iix  feet  long^  feven^did,  aiidfoEir  in\depth| 
and  was  further  contraded  to  lefs  than  half 
ics  dimenfion,.  by  the  loofe  old  cheils,  and 
worm-eaten  coflfers.  Handing  on  the  deck  bta 
low  J  the  thick  fheecs  of  cobwebs  TafpiSnde4 
from  the  deck  above;  and  the  crowd  of  filthy 
ornaments  hangmg  on  all  fides.  To  fit^  or  to 
ftand  appeared  in»poQible  \  .  fca]lcelyy>  indeed^ 
was  there  room  to  lie  dowtij.  or  to^  breathd 
N6t  only  was  I  (hocked  to  fee>%e  ttokicofc 
den  I  was  iny  but  was  puzzled  to'  conje^uK 
1k)w  I  could  have  fkeered  my  pailage  to  tht 
birth,  where  I  was  lying.  Both  the  entranitfe 
to  the  cabin,  and  the  path^Lli«dtrav«Ikdtd 
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my  couch  were  fuch  as  I  could  only  have 
pafled  during  the  infcnfibility  of  a  fevere  fit 
of  naufea.  Defcending  from  the  hatch-way 
above,  I  mud  have  alighted  upon  a  heap  of 
unfixed  trunks  and  cofiers,  at  the  rifk  of  my 
legs  being  jammed  between  them ;  then  I  had 
to  crawl,  upon  my  hands  and  knees,  oyer  the 
old  unfteady  lumber,  breaking  my  way  through 
filth-thickened  cobwebs,  at  the  hazard  of  being 
entangled  in  the  ftrong  net-work  of  gigantic 
fpiders,  whofe  labours  had  known  no  interrupn* 
tlon  fince  the  building  of  the  fhip ;  and  who, 
by  conftant  toil,  had  manufadured  fheets  and 
cordage  of  almoft  fufficient  -firength  to  work 
it. .  But  when  compared  to  the  many  other 
bffenfive  things  which  filled  the  place,  thefe 
arachnoide  hangings  might  be  regarded  as  the 
tick  tapcllry  of  the  apartment. 

(  I  was  really  feized  with  terror  on  behold** 
^g  the  a£lual  ftate  of  this  noifome  prifon-hole, 
jFor^  cohfidering  its  confined  limits,  and  the 
tnuUiplicity  of  foul  and  ofienfive  things  that 
*rere  crammed  into  it, ;  it  appeared  quite  mi- 
criculousthat  I  (hould  have  efcaped  the  fate  of 
rour  countrymen  who  were  coafigned  to  the 
celebrated  .hole,  of  Xakutta*. '.  \  v 
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At  each  fide  of  this  dark  abodis  wis  a 
fixed  fleeping  birth  which  was  narrow,  fliort^, 
attd  dirty.     The  centre  was  filled  with  barreb, 
tubs,  old  fea  chefts,  greafy  coffers,  and  other 
lumber.     At  one  end  ftood  a  tub  of  ftinkihg 
fait  meat ;  at  the  other,  one  with  rotten  po- 
tatoes, and  pots  of  rancid  butter.     The  cabla 
was  the  general  receptacle — the  ftore-hotife, 
cellar,  pantry,  and  larder  of  the  (hip.     Under 
the  births,  faluting  the  nofes  of  thofe  lying  ifei 
them,  were   filthy  worm-eaten  chefts,  filleA 
with  dirty  long-worn  apparel,  and  other  htgfr- 
effenced   contents.      One  was  let   apart  for 
utiwaftied  knives  and  forks,  dirty  plates,  ba^ 
fons,  and  difhes ;    another   for  the  odorous 
remains  of  ycfterday's  dinner.     In  one  corner 
ftood  a  bag  of  mufty  bifcuit-^in  another  hung 
an    old    greafe- thickened    lantern.       Hand*- 
fpikes,  marline  fpikes,  dirty  fwabs,  a  broken, 
mouldy  cafe  with  a  compafs— an  old  worm- 
eaten  ditto  with  a  quadrant,  two  or  three  broken 
fifliing  lines,  a  battered  old  fpeaking  trurpjpet, 
and  a  variety  of  other  implements,  hung,  or 
Are  wed  about,  added  to  the  furniture  bf  the 
apartment. 

But  worft  of  all  were  the  poifonoiis  old 
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blankets  o£  die  deeping  births;  ana  the 
myriada  of  infe(3:s  and  vermin  crawling,abov^ 
and  making  a  public  high-war  of  my  body. 
^cs  and  mice,  cockroaches,  mufquitoes,  fleas^ 
and  anis  formed  only  a  part  of  the  catalogued 

You  will  believe  that  on  difcovering  ho^f 
I^as  placed,  I  loft  no  time  in  attempting  my 
efcape  from  this  wretched  neft.  But,  on  rifing, 
A  violent  and  enfeebling  (icknefs  again  feized 
ine,  and  from  the  caufe$  I  have  mentioned^  iH 
vras  impoflible  to  remain  qpon  deck  ;  I  thete-^ 
fore  made  the  es^eriment  of  ^andidg  in  the 
hatchway,  with  my  head  through  the  opening, 
(q  as  to  catch  the  paffing  breeze  ;  bat  the  in> 
te^ie  heat  from  the  perpendicular  rays  of  the 
fun,  and  the  rdeath^Uke  naufea  and  incisflaiit 
Kaching  produced  by  the  erc<ft  pofition,  foon 
e>Mfed  me  frocn  this  whplefbme  ftation,  and 
left  me  otily  a  choice' of  evil 8^**-cither  to  extend 
my(elf  upon  deck  expofed  to  burning  heat^  at 
the  ri{k.  of  being  rolled  pverbo^d  into  the  fea; 
or,  again,  to  throw  niyfelf  into  the  deadly  hole 
I  had.  left.  The  former  of  thefe  meafures 
almoft  infured  difeafe — the  latter  threatened 
a  poifonous  fuffocation,  and  the  danger  of 
being  de5ro4^»ed  byyertoiof..  f  ,     ^  -  S. 
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In  this  dilemma^ — unable  to  decide  whtcli 
might  prove  the  leflef  evil,  and  aknoft,  (inking 
from  thq  languor  produced  by  naufea  and  vp^ 
miting,  I,  at  lengthy  refolved  to  return  to  tb^ 
manifold  ills  of  the  cabin;  but  continued  a^  the 
hatch-way,  fupporting  a  degree  of  reachi^ig^ 
which  aliBoft  inverted  my  ftpmach,  while  one 
of  thc-failors  removed  the  blankets,  and  other 
OfFenfive  things,  that  were  in  the  bicth,  and 
fwept  and  fcrubbed  it  out,  in  order  to  give 

me  (he  bare  boards  a9  a  refting  place. 

>       •     ^ 
...     I 

I  now  drew  on  a  pair  of  thick  fufli^ 
pantaloons  that  reached  dpwn;  to  my  fceir; 
buckled  them  faft  in  my  ihoes ;  put  oaa  paic  df 
ftrong  gloves  ;  covered  my  head  and  .great 
part  of  my  face,  with  my  night-cap ;  an4 
changing  my  coat  for  a  looie  morning  gowii, 
'rolled  myfelf  up  fo  as.  to  leave  fcarcely  more 
tbant  my  nofe  accefEble  j  and,  thus  protected, 
tumbled  again  into  the  birth  I  had  quitted, 
bidding'defiance  to  the  infeds,,  vermin,  and 
eiro'y  annoyance  ardund  me.  Fortunately 
my  fenfes  were  not,  at  this  moment,  very  acute, 
for  I  laboured  under  a  fevere  catarrh  which  de- 
prived me;  of  the  faculties  of  fmelling,  anjd 
tafting,  and  almoft  robbed  me  of  fight.     Py 
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fickncft  arid  want  of  reft,  my  fenfe  of  feeling 
vr2i$  alfobicome  torpid  ;  fo  that  the  ear  was  the 
only  drgian  which  retained  its  full  power  of  re- 
tciving  offenfive  impreflions.  Situated  as  I 
was,  all  this  might  be  confidered  as  fortunate, 
for  I  was  compelled  to  remain  throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  day,  either  violently  reaching, 
or  fickly  viewing  the  wretched  and  difguft- 
ing  fcene  around  me. 

Before  evening  poor  old  Mr.  Serjeant, 
one  of  my  fellow  paflengers,  was  like  wife  feiz- 
td  with  ficknefs,  and  compelled  to  feek  relief 
by  reclining  his  head  in  the  oppofite  birth  of 
the  cabin.  I  had  now  a  companion  in  my 
afflidion,  but  this  brought  no  alleviation  to  my 
iufferings.— I  felt  that  this  old  gentleman,  who 
poflefled  a  large  property  and  all  the  comforts 
of  an  opulent  eftate,  might  be  lefs  prepared 
than  myfelf,  to  encounter  the  hardfhips  and 
annoyances  we  were  expofed  to ;  and  this  idea^ 
in  no  degree,  contributed  to  my  relief.  In 
painful  fympathy  we  mutually  bewailed  each 
other's  diftrefs,  looking  with  anxious  hope  to 
a  lefs  offenfive  birth  upon  the  open  deck,  when 
the  fun  fhould  take  his  leave  for  the  night. 


But  in  this  exped3:atipb  we  were  gneyoi)r« 
ly  difappointed.  The  retreat*  of  the  f^n  wa4 
fucceeded  by  heavy  torrents  of  rain ;  and  ia- 
ftead  of  our  being  able  to  return  upon  decfc» 
all  the  other ,  paflengers  were  driven  bplowi 
crowding  both  the  cabin  and  hatch-way*  fo  99 
to  threaten  us  with  the,  pains  of  fiiffocatioHi. 
Every  old  cheft  and  trutak  now  cracked,  wjtli 
the  weight  of  fome  one  haftening  _^o,wn  to, 
efcape.fron)  the  rain ;  and,  quickly,  np^rlefs  -thapi) 
feven  or  eight  perfons,  w.ere  crowded  ipto  this 
contradled  hole  of  Tpiders  and  vermin* ,j;om- 
mitting  depredations  upon  .their  net- work 
haiigings,  and  tearing  down  th?  ftrPP&  Jiam- 
mocks  in  yvhicJi  for  years  paft,  they  jha4  reft* 
cd  undiftucbed*  The  whole  hoft-  was  thus 
-put  to  flight.     All  the  Jiving  things  of  the  ca* 

bin  feeoied  to  be  let  loofe  in  alarm.  Numerous 

'   •  •  '  ■■  *'  .      "•  ■    '    ..\,'.'.  ■'•      • . 

flocks  of^  old  fpiders,  overgrown  cockroaches^ 
rats,  ants,  and  other  travellers,  ran  diftraded* 
ly.  about  the  births,  kicking  up  their  hetfls  in 
our  faces,  and  icampering,  without  ceremQay, 
over  every  part  of  our  perfonsi. 


Nor  was  this  the  wor ft  of  our  troubles^' 
for^ofi  account  of  the  rain.  and.fx*om  fpme  of 
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In^,  tbriiplaining  of  told,  we  vrtrt  expoTcd  to 
dii  ftiH  greater  aiinoyancc-^to  the  cxtretiie 
pferil  of iyiog,^hh  the  hatch-way  cloFcd.  But 
this  I  fek  ft  totally  impofffl>}c  to  endure  ;  and 
therefore,  loudly,  atid  carneftly,  entreated,  that 
itroWded  and  ftowed  as  we  were,  we  might 
'  fiot,  on  atiy  accdtmt,  be  (hut  from  the  breczfe; 
f  oflibly  it  might  have  proved  an  efFedual  tx^ 
l^edie.nt  for  relieving  us  from  the  vermin,  and 
infers  J  biit,  from  being  apprehenfivc  of  my 
dwnlun^ft,  I  war  unwilling  to  hazard  the  e^»^ 
peHmeat.  -^ 


I 


In  a  date  truly  deplorable  did  we  paft 
a  long  and  wearifonie  night.  I  had  taken  Hit 
food ;  naufea  ftill  opprefled  nie ;  rtiy  Very  boqef 
ached  ;  tny^  cold  was  fevere ;  my  eye^  wcrc» 
fwoln  from  reaching,  and  from  want  of  I'ett  j* 
foyHead  throbbed  with  pain  ;  the  heat  of  the 
cabin^  was  fuffocating  ;  and  I  was  alrhoft  explr-i 
ingfrom  want  of  air.  With  what  anxiety 
did  r  wait  the  return  of  day  ;  and  when  grey 
morning  dole  in  at  the  hatch-way,  hOvS^  jof'^ 
fully  did  I  hail  its  happy  dawn  ! 


My  mihd^is  ey6  now  Taw  the  fort  of  "Bcl^^ 
bifche  clofe  a-li*ead  of  tlie^t^^       axiit^coB^^^ 
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plated  a  fpcedy  cfcape  from  all  the  "pciifd  afi^ 
jatnnoyances  of  the  execrable  Vokigeuf.  W# 
had  been  under  fail  during  the  whole  of  th^ 
night,  and  It  wad  ao  unres^fonable  flight  of 
fandy  to  exped  that  Vre  approached  near  t6 
the  end  of  the  voyage.  But  the  term  of  <^t 
fufierings  wa8  ik>c  4h4is  fooa  to  clofe.  Nevr 
vexations  arofe,  and  difappointment  again  pre« 
fented  its  thorns.  An  old  iailor,  who  had  beea 
emplpyed  to  take  his  watch  at  the  helm^,  dul^ 
ing  the  i)ight,  had  devQted  to  ail  fubduiog^ 
Morpbeusi  and  fteercd  the  veffel  a  wr6nf» 
courfet  from  Which  accident  we  had  now  the 
diorttfication  to  find  cur&lve^  njPpre  diftant 
from  Berbifche,  than  weiiad  been  in  the  evea^ 
kig.  This  wgs*  a  cruel  blow  to  my  happiefir 
f^peSations  ;  dnd  j4id^ng  from  the  progi'eft* 
hitherto  niade,  the  warm  hope  of  being  footf 
fm  (hore,  was  fuperfeded  by  the  fear  of  being 

(detained  another  night  on  board. 

t  ......  / 

I 

One  of  the  paflengers,  who,  it  pf<ovecJ| 

y7M  the  owner  of  the  viflel,  obferving  my  fo- 

licitude,  offered  me  eoafolation,  by  remarking" 

that  we  were  not  far  diftant  from  an  eflate  of 

his^upon  theico^Q^ahd-af&iriQgmethuJfthe 

yeflet  ihonld  opt  bc^^le  eii^xiMck  Biiiii&lie  4^: 
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tit  crening,  rather  than  wc  Hiouhd  fuSer  fucb 
another  night,  he  would  take  u$  aU  oflf  in  the. 
boat  to  fleep>  at  hUhotife  on  (here.  Tlbif' 
was,  indeed,  a  reil  comfort  to  ipe,  and  I  (iip^ 
ported  the  fickneft  and  other  ilk  of  the  day,  ia: 
the  full   confidence   of   being,    one  way    or 

Other,  relieved  irom  them  at  jaight* 


n  y  Our  heavy  floop  proceeded  in  dull  n^pvcr 
njigHt,  making  flow  progrefs,  and  fqarcely  rcr 
fining,  during  the  whole  of  the  day,  the  dilr' 
feai^ce  flie  had  loft  in  the  mght.  Evening  agaia 
«p)[>roached.lintd  our  Captain  faw  no  profpeft 
9f:  reaching::  Berhi/che.  .Finding  this,  the 
pftiTeegers  upouv  deck  kindly  fent  a  meflagc 
jp3f^n  iilto  the  cabin,  informing  me,  that  wci 
IRcre  within  Jight  of  the  eftate,  at  which  wc 
Yrere  to  fleep.  This  was  happy  news  indeed  1 
The  profpcd;  of  efcaping  from  the  detefted 
Voltigeur,  although  but  for  a  few  hourc^ 
brought  inftant  relief  to  my  fickened  ftomach  ! 
T4ie  affliding  naufea  vanifhed,  and,  in  high 
delight,  I  battened  from  my  hard  bed  of  fickr 
i^efs  to  feek  a  fweeter  birth  oa  Q^ove. 


ti'i 


But  ^  vcxajion  and;  difappointmfent'  vrpm 


6ur  fuflenhgd  wa$  allowed.  It  was  difcoyerea 
tliat  we  were  too  far  dillant  from  the  fhoreto 
go  off  in  the  boat;  and  moreover  that  it  wa4 
the  ebbbf  tide,  which  rendered  it  impoffibK 
that  we  fcduld  travfetfe  the  deep  bank  of  mudi 
tvhich  extended  from  the  water's  edge  to  the 
land. 

It  was  next  debated  whether  it  rtiight 
anfwct  out  ptirpofe  to  avail  ourfelves  of 
the  return  of  the  tide,  and  of  onr  neartt 
approach  to  thei  fhore,  at  a  later  hqur: 
but,  agaia,  our  hopes  were  defeated,  by  the 
imexpeded  decline  of  the  breeze^  which  moft 
provokingly  placed  us  upon  the  water  in  a 
dead  calm.  Prefently  the  evening  clofed,^  and 
it  growing  fuddehly  dirk,  we  were  coriipelled 
to  abandon  the  projed^  aittd  to  ftibmit  to  the 
torture  of  paffing  another  night  on  board. 

As  my  next  sefouree  I  refclved  to  ^void  the 
poifonous  ftench  andfilth  of  the  cabin,by  pillow- 
ing my  head'upon  the  open  deck  until  mbrning: 
but  I  found  that  my  meafure  of  vexation  was 
not  yet  filled,  for  1  was  quickly  chafed  from 
this  well-aired  couch,  by  the  falling;  of  heavy 
ra(tn ;  and  compelled  to  ceturn  to  my  neft  of 
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Ipiders,  As  the  evil  was  without  a  remedy.  1 
tiaftened  below^  audi  keeping  on  my  clothes 
^d  (hoes,  tumbled  ia  upon  the  bare  boards  I 
bad  left,  cracking  numbers  of  cockroaches,  and 
other  infeds  in  my  fall ;  for  the  whole  multi^ 
tude  of  creeping  things  feemed  to  have  met 
in  congrefs  in  the  birth,  not  expeding  my  re- 
turn ;  and  in  the  alarm  of  fudden  interruptioa 
ibme  were  crufhed,  while  the  others  paced  and 
fcrambled  their  way  over  my  perfon,  even  ia 
greater  droves  than  before. 

The  lain  continued  to  fall^  and  from  all 
the  paflfengers  again  crowding  into  the  cabin^ 
we  were  clofe-fiowed  inconfinedandofienfive 
heat,  and  paifed  another  fadly  wretched  night : 
which  to  me  was  more  diftrefiing  than  the 
former,  on  account  of  my  cold  being  fome« 
what  relieved,  and  my  olfad:ory  powers  in  a 
flight  degree  reftored.  How  anxioufly  did  I 
wi&a  to  place  an  additional  feather  in  the  wing 
of  time — how  pray,  ere  the  night  had  well 
commienced,  that  morning  would  again  ap« 
pear ! 

« 

The  few  hours  abfence  of  light  feemed 
quite  an  age;  for,  annoyed  and  redlefs  as  I  wis. 


t 
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through  the  night,  fleep  was  a  ftrahger  to  mf 
eyes.  Indeed  had  the  foothing  deity  of  repofe 
invited  me  to  his  foft  bowers,  I  fhould  have 
refufed  the  offering,  in  the  apprchenfiori  tHat  if 
I  ceafed  to  keep  watch,  t  might  lofe  a  finger j 
either  of  the  hand  or  the  foot  i  or  be  eiten  iil 
holes  by  the  herds  of  hungry  vermin,  that 
were  feeking  to  make  a  prey  of  my  bodyi 
Comfortlefs,  wearied,  and  with  aching  bonesj 
I  gladly  greeted  the  returh  of  day^  tind  with-* 
out  dwelling  upon  minor  ills^  felt  it  fbrtunate 
to  have  preferved  myfelf . .  i .  *  in  a  whole  fkin  t 

To  ptevent  th6  accidfeilt  of  th*  prtc^dlhg 
lilght,  VI t  had  let  go  the  anchor ;  aadj  with* 
out  the  rilk  of  fleering  away  froih  diir  dourfe^ 
remained  near  the  (hore  until  thi^  revolving  fun 
again  broke  from  the  waters  of  thi  eaft  to 
guide  ouf  pdth.  It  was  now  difcovered  that 
\Ve  had  bech  lyitig  near  to  the.  eftate  of  our 
jGellow  paffenger,  where  it  was  intended  we 
fhould  have  flept  ;  and  it  alfo  appeared  that 
We  were  only  a  few  hourS  tun  from  Berbifche  j 
and  that,  uiilefe  fome  new  prevention  occurred, 
we  could  not  fail  to  complete  our  voyage  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day. 

:  V2 
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But,  unhappily,  the  proprietor  of  tfie 
veflfcl  now  defired  to  be  fet  on  fliore,  and  wfe 
could  not  weigh  anchor  until  the  failors,  who 
went  off  with  the  boat  fhould  return.  At  7 
o'clock  Mr.  '  took  his  departure  from  the 

veffel,  carrying  with  him  the  other  paffengersy 
i^d  leaving  me  to  make  the  remainder  of  the 
voyage  alone. 

.  I  before  obferved  that  thefe  gentlemen 
brought  no  provifions  on  board  ;  and  as  my, 
fcanty  ftock .  had  only  ferved  the  mefs  for  a 
fingle  dinner,  we  had  already  been  reduced 
to  the  negro  diet  of  plantains  and  water  fer 
nearly  two  days.  This  had,  hitherto,  been, 
no  inconvenience  to  me,  for  my  fickened  ftb-^, 
ipach  refufcd  equally  every  kind  ofnoudfh- 
ment ;  but  my  greateft  diftrefs  arofe  from  the 
other  paflengers  having  devoured  every  morfel 
of  n)y  fruit,  while  I  was.  lying  fick  and  ill  be- 
low, not  leaving  me  'a  (haddock,  nor  an  orange^ 
to  mo;flen  my  lips,  or  cool  my  tongue. 

On  their  leaving  the  flopp,  I  eaf^eftly. 
entreated  them  not  tp  det^^n  the  bos^t  a  mp- 
ment  after  they  landed,  left  we  fhould  be  pre*, 
vented  from   reaching  Berbifche  by  nights 
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They  in  reply  affufed?  me  that  it  ih'ouW  npt  bb 
delay-ed  a  minute  beyond  the  time  neccflkr^ 
for  fending  us  "  fome  fruit,  and  ibme  proW 
fions  for  the  captain's  dinner/*  But,  incerti-i 
tude  was  ftill  the  maxim  of  the  fickle  element, 
and  ftern  ocean  remitted  not  his  u^fteady  and 
defpotic  rule*  Inftead  of  the  boat  comliig 
back,  diredly,  we  were  kept  waiting  the  whole 
of  the  day,  under  an  anxifety  which  it  were 
more  eafy  to  conceive,  than  exprcfs. 

The  third  night  came  on,  and  to  bdat 
appeared;  '  Our  iituation  was  now  tenfold 
liiore  diftreffing  than  before*  Without  the 
men  who  went  off  with  the  boat,  we  had  not 
hands  enough  to  work  thq  veflcl.  No  reme-7 
dy,  therefore,  remained)  but  to  wait  for  tfaetti^ 
however  delayed  their  return*  The  mortifica-p> 
tion  of  having  to  pafs  another  night  in  my  of- 
fenve  den,  was  fadly  aggravated  by  the  vexa- 
tion of  lying  at  anchor,  near  to  the  place  of  def- 
tination,;  more  than  double  the  time  that  was 
required  to  complete  the  voyage ;  and  if  ever 
one  da,y  of  twcnty-fouf  hours  was  longer 
than  another  it  was  furely  this*  Only  one 
idea  occupied  the  mind.  The  delayed  return 
of  the  boat  excluded  eviery  other  eontempla^ 
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tlon,  and  chsuning  our  dioughts  to  a  fiogle 
link,  the  heavy  languor  of  difappointed  expeo^ 
tation  lengthened  a  moft  wearifome  day  kitQ 
more  thai)  a  tedious- week  I 

The  poor  captsun,  grown  even  more  ixn-< 
patient  than  myfelf,  became  quite  outrageous, 
Md  from  no  iatisfadory  caufe  explaining  tD 
his  mind  the  detention  of  the  boat,  he  fought 
not  to  reftrain  his  rage,  but  kicked  and  ftamp-i 
ed  upon  the  deck,  pouring  forth  dreadful  fea 
oaths,  in  the  full  coarfenefs  of  broad  Barha^ 
does  dial^,  and  with  all  the  emphafls  of  utt-^ 
bounded  execration.  His  curfes  were  reail^i 
tremendous.  They  were  unlike  all  that  had 
before  met  my  ear  ;  and  were  rendered  doubly 
odious  by  the  drawling  accent  ia  which  they 
were  pronounced. 

Notwithftanding  my  determination  to 
meet*  the  rough  and  the  fmooth  of  life  as  they 
ihall  chance  to  fall  in  my  path,  this  I  confiefs 
was  a  day  of  trial  to  my  philofophy.  Being 
without  food  and  drink,  without  fociety,^  or 
any  other  agremenU  I  was  not  able  to  beguila 
^he  flothful  hour^,  either  by  converfation  or 
\^p  oleafures  oi  the  table ;  and  was  even  dii^ 
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appcnnted  in  the  hope  of  diverting  rriy  mind, 
from  the*  fatigue  of  unremitted  ftifpcnfe^  hj 
reading.  Intending  to  make  the  trial^  I  begged 
of  the  ftamping,  raving  captain  tofhewme  his 
library— Aye,  exclaimed  he,  with  a  broad 
oath,  that  I  can  foon  do  !  And,  in  truth,  fiy 
he  might ;  for  it  confifted  only  of  an  old 
mouldy  copy  of  the  faitor'*  Fade  mecum^  zxijSt 
the  fecond  volume  of  The  7Ji//il?r,  worm-eaten,^ 
and  held  toother  by  a  needleful  of  wdtfted«i^ 
As  I  was  not  lA  humour  with  the  fea,  nor  zx^f 
tbing  appertaining  thereto,  I  threw  dfide  tb(^ 
nuifty  old  guide,  and  fat  down  to  tattle  with! 
,J4n  Bickerftaff,  hoping  in  bis  fociety^td  forget 
the  cared  of  the  moment }  but  ftill  tbe  botat— -- 
the  b(mt  annoyed  me  at  every  page,  and  I  fouftcf 
it  rc;npoiI;ble  to  abftrad  my  thoughts  JFrom  tbe 
painful  apprehenfion  of  paflin^  another  night 
on  board"  the  iexecrabtd  Vdtigeur*  However,* 
with  fomelimes  tattling,  fometimes  thinking^ 
and  fometimes  looking  out,  I  contrived  to  wear 
away  the  torpid  hours ;  and,  flow  and  dilatory 
as  they  had  feemed,  I  found  that  the  tedicais 
day  ha4  too  foon  pafTed  away ;  for  the  cheer- 
ing god  of  light  again  funk  into  the  weftern 
waves, — aad  no  boat  bad  arrived ! 
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The  veiTel  being  at  anchor,  and  near  tho: 
ihore,  the  motion  ^as  not  confiderable ;  and^ 
QQnfequentlj,  the  viplent  ficknef^  aad  reachi^ 
iog,  which  had  hitherto  diibrefled  me^  were  ^ 
little  abated,  and'  I  remained^  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  day,  upon  deck ;  but  as  i^ 
common,  a,t  thi^  feafon  of  the  year,  heavy  raiu 
^gain  fell  at  nightt  and  I  was  drivea  below^ 
to  pais  the  hours  of  difprkneis  amidft  tl^e  filtli? 
^nd  perils  of  my  former  retreat*  Pefeoding 
my^lf,  as  before,  agaioft  the  enemies  that  be**; 
£$ged  mQ,  I,  very^  relu^antly,  committed  mji 
perfpn  to  their  attack.  My  head  ached  io-ir 
merely;  I  was  en&ebled  and  languid  fronoh 
former  reaching,  and  the  want  of  food  ;  aQ4 
9very  circumftance,  around  me,  tended  to  rofar 
Vie  of  reft.  But  exhaufted  nature  fought  relief 
ft^  eye-lidft  hung  he^^vy,  aad  did  oceafionally 
fall  together  j  yet  all  repofe  was  denied  ,ine» 
for  QO  fooner  wajs  I  off  nxyr  guard,  than  I 
was  ag^ip  roufed  by  fioymid^ible  troops  marck* 
ipg  acrp^  my  face  and  my  perfon,  and  iiH^ 
^i^ing'  9^^9  i/yquinds  Iq  order  to  drink  m^ 


The  poor  enraged  captain^  bidding  dttfr 
fiance  ^  to  the  fliowers,  remained  throughout 
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the  greater  part  of  the  night  fwearfeg  ati4 
ftamping  upoq  deck  j  and,  ii>  his  watchfat 
Jook-out  for  the  boat,  kept  himfelf  aw^k;?  by 
pouring  dread  Bdrhodtm  curfes  upon  the  headt 
of  thofe  who  detained  it* 

After  a  long  and  wearifome  watching  the 
eye  of  morning^nclofed^  and  day  again  brolbe 
in  at  the  opening  of  the  cabin.  Much  rain 
had  fallen  during  the  nighty  but  the  fun  ftniled 
propitious  through  his  morning  robes,  ani 
feemed  to  offer  cheerful  greetings*  With 
eager  anxiety  I  fbught  tidings  of*  otir .  boat^ 
but  could  obtain  no  intelligence  regarding  hejb 
Neither  was  flie  arrived,  nor  in  fight.  Tho 
whole  round  of  a  day  and  night  had  paflfedi 
iince  fhe  left  qs,  and  we  were  wholly  loft  ia 

conje^ure  what  could  pofiibly  detain  hen 

. « 

I  now  began  to  feel  akrmed  for  my  feW 
low-paflfengers,  and  foon  became  more  anxious 
c<mcerning  their  fafety,  than  regarding  the 
return  of  the  boat.  Somejthing  furely  muflf 
have  hs^ppened.  The  tide  and  the  mud  ap^ 
peared  no  longer  fuiEcient  to  explain  the  de- 
lay. Still  had  we  no  means  -of  obtaining,  nor 
even  of  feei^ing  infpimatipnjj  and  it  only  re» 
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litained  to  us  to  cofitinue  the  cxpcflations  of 
the  prececHng  day,  rendered  far  more  anxious 
hbm  our  apprehenfions  refpeQing  the  fate  of 
the  gentlemen  who  had  left  u». 

I  had  very  early  efcaped  from  the  cabin;, 
and  haying  e^aufted  all  mqniries  and  conjee^ 
fures,  without  difcovering  any  poffiblef  t6^ 
medy,  it  next  became  a  qucftiort  how  to  kSI 
the  heavy  time.  I  had,  already,  travelled -ak 
far  as  Finis  with  Ifaac  BickerftaflT;  and  had 
nothing  left  in  the  fliape  of  a  boot  but  the 
dirty  worn-out  Vade  mecum :  therefore,  gt^eat 
as  was  my  averficm  to  the  Tea,  a  feeming  ncv 
CefEty  drove  me  to  feparate  the  dbty  pages  df 
the  old  guide.  A  Dutch  <Kdienary  had  been 
nearly  as  entertaining.  I,  ncverthefefe,  f** 
boured  through  latitudes  and  longitudes,  jmrkI 
meridians,  and  altitudes,  quite  to  the  end  ;  aad 
flill  •  «  •  •  •  HO  boat  appeared  I 

I,  next,  refumed  my  tattling  with  Mr2 
Bickerftaff,  purfuing  our  converfation  of  ycf- 
terday,  until  about  noon,  when,  to  the  greht 
joy  erf  all  on  board,  our  long-loft  boat  bote  iii 
fight.  Both  tattler  and  guide  were  iiiftantljr 
forgotten,  and,  leaping  up,  I  aiked^  imptit-* 
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(ively,  if  we  had  yet  time  to  reach  Berbifcho 
by  night.  The  captain  ^aflured  me  that  vm 
had  ;  and  you  wjll  beUeve  that  we  kept  our 
eyes,  ftedfaftly  on  the  boat,  wiftiing  her  ten^ 
fold  fpeed.  At  length,  after  an  abfence  of 
thirty-two  mofl  tedious  hours,  f^e  came  fa£; 
alongfide  ;  when  we  learned  that  no  accident 
had  occurred  ;  but  that  owing  to  the  immenCb 
beds  of  drifted  rnud  on  the  coafl:,  and  to  th^ 
tide  making  ^g^inft  theqi,  w|jen  iJbiey  fi^ 
neared  the  ibore,  all  the  party  had  been  kej^; 
at  fea  in  the  open  boat,  expofed  to  the  full 
ardor  of  a  vejrtical  fun,  and  without  a  morfel 
to  eat,  or  a  drop  to  drink,  during  the  wholp 
of  tlie  preceding  day,  from  feven  o'clock  ia 
the  morning  until  ten  at  night : .  fmce  which 
ihe  boat  had  been  kept  on  ihore  to  give  reft 
and  refrefhment  to  the  poor  failprs,  who  wexc 
cruelly  exhaufted  with  heat  and  fatigue^^    . 
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Thus  di4  it  appeaf  that  there  were  fitu- 
ations  even  mor$  diftrefling  than  being  con- 
fined on  board  thg  odious  Voltigeur  j  for  thoife 
who  had  gpne  qiS'in  th^  bo^t  bad  been  .grpat$^ 
fufFerers  than  niyfelf.  But  I  was  furprized  to 
find  that  men,  who  had  fo.xecently  knpwn 
the  ill3  pf  privation,  did  not  expericpc^  fpp(^$ 


feelings  of  fympathy  towards  others'.  Although 
they  knew  that  we  were  lying  waiting  in 
tad  fufpenfe,  and  without  food  or  drink,  ex^ 
cept  fome  ftale  plantains  and  bad  water,  nbt^^ 
H^ithflanding  the  boat  remained  on  fliore  full 
twelve  hours  after  they  landed,  they  had  not 
the  liberality-!— the  iompaffion,  I  might  fay,  to 
fend  off  either  a  bk,  or  a  drop  to  the  mafter 
of  the  veflcl,  whom  they  had  kept  waiting; 
or  to  the  perfon  whofe  provifions  ^hey  had 
eaten. 

'  We  could  not  but  feel  hurl  at  this  ne^ 
gled;  but  we  recollected  that  they  landed  at 
tiight,  and  in  a  ftate  of  fatigue  and  difcomfon 
but  little  calculated  to  extend  their  confidera- 
tion  beyond  their  own  perfons ;  and  we  hoped 
tb^feel  it  the  lefsx  ou  account  of  fpeedily  reach- 
ing the  haven  whither  we  were  bound :  hut, 
as  if  the  torments  of  this  vexatious  voyage 
were  never  to  end,  when  the  boat  reached  us. 
It  was  difcovered  that  the  tide  did  not  ferve 
for  u«  to  get  under  weigh  ;  and,  confequentfy, 
v^e  were  obliged  to  fpend  two  hours  of  more 
tedious  waiting  than  all  that  had  paiTed,  be- 
fore we  could  open  our  fails  to  the  wind*  Ac 
length  the  boat,  being  hauled  up  aftern^  and 


the  tide  ferving,  we  agaia  ftood  out  to  fea^^ 
the  captain  aflaring  me  that  we  ftill  had  fu£B-i«. 
cient  time  to  reach  Bej-bifche  by  fun-fett 
Knowing  her  talent  for  failing,  I  had  ftrong 
doubts  of  this ;  but  did  not  deem  it  wife  to 
difcourage  the  commander  by  condemning  his 
veflcl.  The  fad:  probably,  wouid,  too  fboOL 
explain  itfelf« 

The  wind  was  not  in  our  faror,  and  oa: 
my  firft  venturing  to  afk  how  we  came  qq^, 
I  learned  that  we  were  about  half  a  league  v 
further  from  fort  than  when  We  were  lying 
at  anchor.  Still  I  was  enough  a  faiior  to  have 
this  explained  to  my  fatisfadlion,  by  the  ob- 
fervation  that  it  was  neceffary  tojiand  well  out^ 
in  order  to  fetch  the  river  upon  thei  next  tack. 

r 

But  very  foon  after,  on  attempting  to  bring 
the  vejfel  abouty  new  perplexities  arofe^  The- 
Voltigeur  difobeyed  the  helm,  and  would  not 
veer  to  the  wind.  In  the  failor's  language,  (he 
would  neither  tack  nor  wear^  but  remained- 
fixed  like  a  log  upon  the  .  water.  I  flood 
equally  fixed,  obferving  all  that  paffed,  witlw 
out  hazarding  a  fyllable  of  remark  j  for,  how- 
ever bad  a  vefiel  may  be,  and  however  much 
her  captain  may  abufe  her,  himfelf,  ftill  every; 
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Idtnmander  is  ib  tenacious  regardirtg  the 
♦eflfel  under  his  diredion,  that  it  were  treafon 
for  any  other  petfoti  to  fpeak  of  hct  as  a  barf 
lailon! 

The  poof  Captain  hoW  ttamped  arid  Avord 
"•roife  than  evct ;  and  I  had  i  full  opportu- 
nity of  hearing  the  whole  catalogue  cff  vulgaif 
fea-oaths,  deliveted  in  the  broadeft  Creole  dia-^ 
feft.  He  curfed  the  veflel^s  eyes,  her  heart, 
and  her  fides— ^uttered  dteadful  oaths  tiport' 
her  head,  her  foUl,  arid  her  liver,  and  after" 
loading  her  with  all  the  dfeadful  imprecationd 
that  vulgar  rage  cotild  ihVent,  hfe  completed 
the  climax,  by  exclaiming  to  the  failors  "  ^— « 
i&^r,  cut  her  old  throaty  d hir  T 

After  much  exertion,  and  d  varied  Repe- 
tition of  oaths,  and  enraged  dampings  upoii 
the  deck,  the  veflel  was  brought  about,  and 
we  flood  iri  for  the  fhore,  failitig  for  a  fliort 
time  in  fteady  apptx)ach  to  the  rivet;  but 
within  lefs  thati  a  Ihort  half-hour,  the  bright 
profpeft,  which  had'  fo  recently  opened  to  us, 
was  again  obfcured,  by  the  Voltigeut  Ariking 
upon  the  mud,  and  being  nearly  fixed  aground^ 
Fortunately  fhe  went  about  on  this  tack^  with 
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grfeater  facility  than  the  other,  and  hence,  by 
putting  her  round,  (he  W2is  foon  fct  afloat 
again :  but  it  was  now  neccflary  to  (Und 
away,  and  make  a  long  reach,  from  the  ihore^ 
in  order  to  get  into  deep  water.  This  would 
neceffarily  delay  our  arrival ,  yet  lliilthecap-* 
tain  infilled  that  we  fliould  reach  Berbifi:he 
at  night.  But  upon  my  next  inquiry  refped^ 
ing  our  progrefs  I  found  that  this  was  not 
very  probable,  for  we  were  then  fix  mitei 
further  off  than  when  the  boat  came  to  us  ia 
the  morning. 

Soon  afterwardls  all  hands  were  fummoned, 
and  "  about y  about ^*  re-echoed  throughout  the 
(loop.  But  the  vexatious  Voltigeur  again  re*- 
fifted.  She  had  a  fad  antipathy  to  the  Ber<«» 
bifche  river,  and  on  their  attempting  to  tack 
for  the  ftiore,  (he  refufed  to  turn  her  head  that 
way.  The  poor  captain,  who  had  carefully 
ftationed  every  man  .at  his  poftj  and  prepared, 
with  all  due  care^  for  patting  her  about,  grew 
almofi  frantic.  He  fiamped  and  raved,  and 
fwore  with  all  the  bitternefs  of  unbridled 
wrath;  and,  having  gone  through  all  hig 
volume  of  oaths,  he^  threw  himfelf  downg- 
exhaufted  by  his'  exertions  and  hid  fury,  e%r 


Claiming—-"  Damnue  ifwejballgei  in  to^nigbi^ 
forjlell  neither  ^ag  one  ivay  nor  f  other ^  Vot 
this  I  was  not  unpre{>ared,  my  cxpediatioiid  for 
fomc  hours  previous,  having  been  of  accord 
tvith  the  information  i  aiid  although  the  epi- 
thets of  old,  rotten  and  leafcy,  nfed  by  the 
cnfuriatcd  captain,  were,  froth  all  appearance^ 
▼cry  corredly  true,  I  was  grown  too  refigned, 
or  too  callous  to  all  the  ills  of  my  (ittiation,  to 
experience  any  feelings  of  alarm  refpeSing 
our  fafety. 

r 

After  fome  delay  the  veflel  did  come  about j 
and  we  again  ftood  on,  boldly,  for  the  land^ 
making  all  poffible  fail,  the  mailer  and  his 
crew  not  defpairing  of   being  able  to  reach 
Bcrbifche   by   night.     But,    as  if  the    very 
fates   had  combined    with  the   elements,  to 
throw  every  obftacle  in  the  way  of  onr  pailage^ 
the  breeze  fuddenly  dropped,  and  we  were 
befet   in  a  calm  !    Againft  this  impediment 
neither  the  oaths  of  the  commander,  nor  the 
exertions  of  the  failors   could  ought   avail. 
The   captain   who  had   already  opened   his 
whole  ftore  of  imprecations  was  about  to  re- 
peat them  with  manful  energy,  but,  recoiled- 
iag  himfelf,  he  beilowed   one  round  curfe 
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upon  the  wind  and  the  paflage,  and  as  a 
clofing  exclamation  cried  out — "  D^^n  the 
bid  tuh^  it  is  not  her  fault  neither — there  is  not 
a  thimhieful  of  'wind!  Damme e  if  we  fb  all  gel 
in  this  week  /" 

Thus  ended  the  failing  of  the  day,  and  wd 
again  let  go  our  anchor  for  the  night.  The 
poor  harafled.jnan  now  became  more  tranquil, 
and  I  took  courage  to  addrefs  him  in  conver- 
fatioii,  when  I  learned,  that  after  all  the  fatigue 
and  exertions  of  the  day,  we  were  further 
from  Bcrbifche  than  we  had  been  the  preced- 
ing night  J  but  thiat  we  had  the  advantage  of 
lying  in  deeper  water,  and,  cohfequently,  were 
better  fituated  for  availinjg  ourfelves  of  th? 
morning  breeze. 

I  refumed  my  hard  hirth,  protected 
as  before,  and  bade  defiance  to  the  many 
companions  of .  my  neft,  Naufea  had  dif* 
treffed  me  throughout  the  day,  and  the  re- 
ftored  power  of  my  olfadones  wa$  not  in 
faVor  of  its  removal.  The  very  fever^  reach- 
ing had  ceafed,  but  the  want  of  food,  and  (h? 
extreme  heat  of  the  atmofphere  rendered  me 
feeble  and  languid :  yet  I  was  more  coinforti^ 
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lefs  than ,  ill^  and  Teemed  only  to  require  reil 
to  relieve  me  from  perfonal  fufierings.  Un* 
happily  this  was  denied  me»  and,  in  aauiea, 
and  diTcomfort,  I  rolled  out  the  tedious  houVs 
of  night. 

The  fifth  morning  of  this  wretched  voy- 
age was  ferene  and  clear^  and  I  left  my  fleepleis 
couch  at  an  early  hour  to  breathe  a  purer  air 
upon  deck ;  when,  upon  looking  out,  I  per« 
ceived  an  ifland  not  far  diftant,  and  lying 
direftly  in  our  courfe.  From  the  failors  I 
learned  that  it  was  within  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Berbifche.  This  was  happy  intelligence, 
and  feemeci  to  promife  a  fpeedy  termination  of 
our  teemful  voyage.  When  the  captain  came 
upon  deck,  he  greeted  me  with  a  broad  oath, 
affuring  me  that  I  fliould  breakfaft  at  Fort 
William  Frederic.  I  wiflied  it  might  be  fo  : 
indeed  all  feemed  now  within  our  reach,  and 
it  appeared  iq  be  fcarcely  pofiible  that  any  new 
impediment  could  interrupt  the  completion  of 
our  pafiage ;  but  the  experience  we  had  had 
was  fufiicient  to  create  doubts  in  the  mind  of 
the  mod  f^nguine,  and  to  temper  his  warmeft 
expe(3:ati6hs  to  the  fobriety  of  tardy  and  inter- 
rupted  accomplilhment—Day,  to  convince  him 
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ttiat  iht  uncertainties  of  a  fea  voyage  eoiilii 
never  end  until  the  foot  wis  again  upon  terra 
jirma.  If  any  ftrdrigdr  convifltion  of  this  fadt 
could  have  been  reqilircd,  it  had  been  amply 
fupplied  to  my  mind  by  what  followed.    , 

At  feveri  o^clock  we  weighed  anchor^  aoii 
immediately  made  all  pofiible  fail,  with  the 
ifland  difplaying  its  thick  woods,  direflly  a-- 
head  of  the  flodp,  and  forming  a  very  pleafing 
object.  As  we  camtf  nearer  to  it,  I  obferved 
that  it  was  fitiiated  about  the  middle  of  the 
river,  and  nearly  oppofite!  to  the  landing  place 
at  the  fort.  All  feemed  now  propitious,  diid 
we  failed  fmoothly  on :  but  we  hstd-  yet  td 
experience  a  further  trial  of  patience!  An 
hour  had  not  pafTed,  from  the  time  of  our 
getting  under  Weigh,  before  our  progrefs  wa# 
completely  arrefted  by  the  Voltigeur  again 
ftriking  upon  the  mud.  ,  ^^  By  Heavens ^^  cx«* 
claimed  the  captain,  ^^Jbes  aground  I  Tbh  U 
worfe  than  evtrT  All  his  vexations  wcire  now 
cruelly  aggravated  by  the  mortificatbn  of  his 
pride,  iii  confequence  of  being  feen  from  the 
fort ;  and  he  ran,  damped,  ftormed,  and  curfed 
in  loud  burfts  of  rage,  which  out-did  all  his 
former  doings.    I  felt  the  lefs  annoyed  by  this 
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additional  delay,  from  the  opportunity  it  af- 
forded me  of  contemplating  the  fcenc  before 
u8~more  particularly  as  the  veflel  could  not 
fttfier  any  injury  from  her  foft  bed,  and  as  we 
were  near  enough  to  reach  the  fhore  in  the 
boat,  even  fhould  any  accident  render  it  necef- 
ftry  for  us  to  quit  the  fibop.  The  beft  ex- 
ertioofs  of  the  crew  were  of  no  avail— fixed  in 
the  mud  we  were  compelled  to  let  go  the 
anchor,  and  wait  until  the  flood  of  tide  fhould 
again  fet  us  afloat. 

The  view  before  tis  was  that  of  a  wild 
counlry,  only  juft  opening  into  cultivatibn. 
It  comprized  an  extent  of  wood  and  water, 
with  fmall  patches  of  land  breaking  into  in- 
cipient tillage,  but  it  had  nothing  of  the  bold 
acid  romantic  fcenery  of  mountainous  regions. 
The  picture  was  fofl:  and  harmonious.  We 
were  lying  a  few  miles  out  at  iea,  looking 
diVe^ly  up  the  river;  the  quiet  waters  of 
which  were  ftealing,  in  tranquil  flream,  to  the 
Qceaa.  No  part  of  the  territory  of  the  ifland 
was  vifible^  but  from  being  flat  and  low,  it 
appeared  a  triere  clufter  of  trees,  growing  out 
cf  thewatfcr,  and  caufipg  a  pleafaint  break  in 
the  wkl&  embouchure  of  thi  river.    On  the 
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right  was  the  weftern  (hore  covered  with  one 
mafs  of  heavy  foreff,  whofe  gigantic  timbers* 
gradually  elevating  their  crowded  fummits 
from  the  water's  edge,  formed  one  wide  ex»» 
panfe  of  interminable  verdure,  which  fanc]^ 
might  eafily  have  converted  into  a  green  field 
of  immenfe  extent,  gently  doping  to  the  waten 
On  the  left  was  the  eaftern  (hore,  fhaded  alfo 
with  deep  forcfts  ;  but,  op  this  fide,  the  river's 
bank  was  partially  thinned  of  its  woods- — and 
prefented  to  our  view  the  fort  and  batteries, 
with  a  deep  favanna  at  the  back  of  them.  I 
gazed  in  earneft  contemplation  upon  the  folemn 
wildnefs  of  the  fcene,  and  lamented  pot  the 
accident  which  had  fo  peculiarly  placed  it 
before  me.  For  a  moment  my  mind  was 
wholly  abftrafted  from  every  thing  dirediljr 
around  me,  and  rambling  in  the  fdciety  of  the 
wild  men,  the  monkies,  and  other  animals  that 
inhabit  the  bujh^  I  was  totally  loft  amidft  thcfc 
vaft  and  unbounded  forefts.  Buj:  I  was  quickly 
interrupted  from  my  reverie  and  recalled  from 
the  endlefs  woods,  by  a  loud  cry  of  **  Allbandi 
to  heav€  the  anchor^  The  tide  had  fupplied 
us  with  >^ater  to  fibat  the  floop,  and  we  loft 
no  time  in  attempting  to  efcape  from  our 
muddy  birth. 
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The  veffel  now  flood  dircdlly  into  thp 
mouth  of  the  river,  and,  being  careful  to  keep 
the  middle  of  the  ftream,  we  again  felt  fecure 
of  our  paifage.  But  the  fates  had  not  yet 
fufficiently  fchooled  us  in  adverfity.  Before 
we  had  time  to  reach  the  fort  the  wind  drop- 
ped, and,  from  the  veffel  difobeying  the  helm, 
we  again  drifted  aground.  This  was  worie 
than  all;  and  the  poor  captain  now  fwor^ 
that  *^  the  very  devil  bimfelf  mujl  h^ve  fet  bis 
Jpell  upon  the  vtjfel\'^ 

We  were  again  compelled  to  let  go  thq 
anchor,  in  order  to  wait  the  return  of  the 
breeze.  Being  near  to  the  ifland  and  the  fort, 
I  might  have  gone  on  fhore  in  the  boat,  but 
I  could  not  venture  to  afk  our  angry  com* 
mander  to  fpare  any  of  his  men  for  that  pur-^ 
pofe.  I  had  often,  before,  feen  him  expend 
his  wrath  without  prefuming  tp  interrupt  him. 
It  was  now  increafed  to  frenzy,  and  he  loudly 
vociferated—"  Inhere  is  fome  daamm  devil  in 
thejbip  tbafs  bringing  us  this  paffage^  and  we 
muft  heave  him  overboard^  or,  wejbant  get  in 
this  months  It  was  perilous  to  fpeak  to  him, 
and,  if  any  thing  I  might  fay  fhould  chance  co 
^rqfs  him,  it  was  not  certain  but,  in  the  pver^ 


fiowings  of  his  rage,  he  might  fix  upon  me 
as  the  "  Jonas i^  and  deem  it  expedient  to 
cake  his  meafures  accordingly*  At  all  events 
it  was  neceffary  to  keep  out  of  the  way,  in 
order  not  to  interrupt  him  or  his  men  in 
working  the  veflel ;  I  therefore  remained  be- 
low, during  the  high  tide  of  his  ravings  and 
jftampings,  (hewing  my  head  only  at  the  hatch* 
way,  like  an  unhappy  objefl:  peeping  out  of 
a  prifon. 

We  remained  for  a  confiderable  time 
deep  fixed  in  mud.  Luckily  the  meridian  fun 
approached  with  a  fine  breeze  in  his  fuite,  and 
we  were  once  more  fet  afloat,  when  we  were 
quickly  placed  alongfide  the  battery  at  St. 
Andrew's  fort,  and  I  moft  gladly  jumped  on 
fhore,  rejoicing  in  the  termination  of  a  voyage 
which  had  been  harafling  and  vexatious,  he-* 
yond  all  that  the  moft  ill-tokened  calculation 
could  have  anticipated.  Never  was  poor  fuf- 
fering  prifooer  more  happy  in  being  releafed 
from  long  confinement,  than  I  was  to  efcape 
from  my  noifome  abode  in  the  Voltigeu)r«; 
During  four  fad  long  dayt^  and  four  ftill  more 
wearifome  nights  had  I  been  immured  in  the 
iilthieft  of  all  filthy  dungeons,  iU^  and  in  a 
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tnanner  without  food  or  fupport,  having  otily 
the  repetition  of  bad  plantains  every  day  fot 
breakfaft,  for  dinaer,  sind  for  fupper* 

>   •  ■      ■ 

I  was  met  at  the  water's  edge  by  Mu 

Mackie,  the  ading  furgeon  of  the  garrifoni 

who  kindly  ponduded  me  to  an  apart menti 

where  I  could  caft  off  my  fea  garments,  and 

fiibmit  my  perfon  to  the  purifying  procefs  of 

a  complete  ablution.     Few,  perhaps,  would 

• 

have  wiflied  for  my  birth  on  board  the  wretch- 
ed VoltigeUr-^but  all  might  have  envied  me 
the  luxury  of  my  bath  on  leaving  it !  I  cannot 
tell  you  how  delightful — how  grateful  it  was  1 
The  adult  baptifm  of  the  moft  devoted  bigot 
could  not  be  more  enchanting.  It  was  in 
truth  the  water  of  holinefs.  It  refrefhed,  it 
animated,- — fiay,  infpired  me  !  I  felt  new  lifcj 
and  certainly  was  •  ...  .^  ...  a  very  different 
being  !  On  landing  I  had  been  fick  and  com* 
fortlefs,  with  my  he^d  dizzy,  my  knees  tremh* 
ling,  and  my;  whole  frame  enfeebled  :  but, 
after  my  aUution,  I  felt  born  a-new ;  my^ 
flrength  returned ;  I  wa^  no  longer  fick  %  a 
general  glow  of  health  and  frefhnefs  was  difi» 
fufed  over  me>  and  F  Uscame  the  creature 
It^f » *  • « ••«..«««#  v« « « %  new  world  i 
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Situation  of  Fort  William  Frederic.    Indians^  tigers ^  monliiu 
and  parrots  inhabit  the  furrounding  ivoods.     A  town^  to  hi 
tailed  New  Amfterdam^  building  iipon  the  banks  of  thi 
rivers  Berbifche  and  Kannye*     Dutch  garrifon^hcff^tal  si 
Berbifchefitted  up  by  the  author,     tfinety^third  regiment  im 
garrifon  at  Fort  ff^illiam  Frederic.     Excellent  difcipline  gf 
this  regiment  under  Lieutenant- Colonel  GammelL     Author 
nffliBedwth  a  complaint  in  his  legs.    Afpldier  drowned  in 
bathing.     Remarks  octafioned  by  the  forrowful  effect  of  ti$r 
accident  upon  his  comrades*     Examination  after  a  cafe  of 
yellow  fever*     Author  intends  to  purfue  his  inquiries  rr- 
fpecling  the  difeafed  appearances.     Written  opinions  regard* 
ing  the  yellow  fiver  very  difcordant. 
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Berbifche,  June  3* 

ORT  St.  Andrew  is  fituated  on  the  eafterA 
bank  of  the  river  Berbifche,  oppofite  to  the 
ifland  which  graces  its  entrance.  It  appears 
ifolated  from  the  colony,  and  from  the  world ; 
no  houfe  nor  building  of  any  kind — nothing 
bearing  the  femblance  of  the  abode  of  man  is 
within  fight  of  it :  nor  is  there  any  way  of 
efcaping  from  it,  either  on  foot,  in  a  car- 
riage, or  on .  horfeback  J   the  river  being  the 
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only  private  path,  and  the  only  public  road. 
At  the  back  of  the  fort  is  a  deep  and  wild 
favanna,  giving  habitation  to  enormous  fnakes, 
alligators,  loud-roaring  frogs,  and  other  reptiles* 
This  naked  wafle  extends  to  a  great  diftance, 
and  is  bordered  by  dark  forefts,  ivhich  reach 
near  to  the  fort,  and  preclude  every  vievr 
lexcept  of  the  water  and  the  flat  uncultivated 
iavanna.  In  thefe  woods  wild  Indians  range 
wide  acid  free.  Sometimes  alfo  tigers  are  feeti 
prowling  from  their  deep  (hades ;  and  our 
ears  are  daily  and  almoft  hourly  faluted  with 
the  loud  chattering  of  monkies,  the  horrid 
fcreaming  of  parrots,  and  the  confufed  nolfc 
of  numerous  other  inhabitants. 

The  fort  if  calculated  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  between  two  and  three  hundred 
men.  The  teiritory  attached  to  it  is  fcarcely 
more  exteniive  than  the  buildings,  and  the 
whole  garrifon  is  confined  to  a  circle  of  lefs 
than  half  a  mile ;  the  only  promenade,  without 
the  gates,  being  from  the  barrack  to  the  hofpi- 
tal,  and  back  from  the  hofpital  to  the  barrack^ 
a  diftance  of  little  more  than  a  hundred  yards. 
A  fhort  path  has,  indeed,  been  opened  info 
the  favanna,  which  forms  ji  very  limited  walk. 
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In  the  time  of  the  dry  feafon,  only.  A  few  of 
the  government  negroes,  who  are  employed  al 
the  fort,  have  conftru£led  ^  fmall  huts  at  the 
back  of  the  hofpital,  which  call  to  my  remem^ 
brance  the  cottagers'  cabins  I  have  feen  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland.  At  thefe  habitations, 
we  fometimes  witnefs  the  joyous  dance-** 
and  have  our  ears  regaled  with  the  found  of 
the  rude  African  druip,  the  rattle,  and  the 
banjar. 

Beyond  the  immediate  precincts  of  the  fort 
we  do  not  find  any  human  abode,  without 
making  a  journey  of,  at  lead,  a  mile  and  half 
by  water.  At  that  diftance  is  now  forming  the 
town  of  Amfterdam,  the  new  capital  of  the 
colony.  Between  the  fort  and  the  town  the 
river  Kannye  opens  into  the  great  Berbifche 
river  J  and  between  the  Kannye  and  the  fort, 
the  border  pf  the  parent  river  is  ftill  covered 
with  the  wild  woods;  but  thefe  are  now 
doomed  to  the  axe,  and  fdon  a  road  will  be 
opened  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  Berbifche 
to  the  river  Kannye,  and  from,  the  oppofite 
fliore  of  that  river  to  the  town. :  This  will  be 
a  great,  and  defirable  improvement.  It  will 
^t  once  relieve  the  wil4i^ef^  of  the  Situation,  and 


\ 


316 

fccnery  of  the  fort,  form  a  convenient  prome* 
Hade,  for  horfe  and  foot,  and  remove  the  dull 
foUtude  of  the  garrifon,  by  eftabli(hing  a  more 
ready  intercourfe  with  the  capitaL 

The  town  is  yet  in  embryo.  According 
to  a  plan  formed  for  its  conflrudion  it  is  to  be 
built  upon  the  angle,  or  peninfula,  between  the 
rivers  Berbifche  and  Kannye,  extending  nlong 
the  bant  of  the  former.  The  land  on  which  it 
is  to  be  ereded  is  in  part  cleared  of  its  wood, 
and  divided  into  lots  ready  for  building  ;  but, 
at  prefent,  only  here  and  there  a  fcatlered  houfe 
is  tQ  bcfeen.  Beyond  the  pre[)ared  land,  and 
not  half  a  mile  from  the  Government  houfe, 
the  wild  foreft  ftill  overhangs  the  river 
Kannye  ;  but  thofe  powerful  engines  the  de- 
ftrudive  axe  and  all-fubduing  fire  arc  now 
directed  againft  it,  and  confequently  it  cannot 
long  remain — a  foreft. 

The  whole  fcenery  at  New  Amfterdam, 
as  well  as  at  Fort  William  Frederic,  betrays  the 
infant  ftate  of  the  colony.  The  drearinefe  of 
the  land,  juft  robbed  of  its  thick  woods— the 
nakednefs  that  preyails  around  the  Govern- 
ment houfe— the  want  of  roads  and  paths-— 
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the  wild  favanna — the  heavy  forefts  ;  in  (hort 
all  that  meets  the  eye  conveys  the  idea  of  a 
country  juft  emerging  from  its  original  wild- 
nefs,  into  cultivation. 

Since  my  arrival  in  this  colony  my  hours 
have  been  bufily  occupied  in  attending  the 
fick,  and  eftablifhing  regulations  and  arrange- 
ments for  their  accommodation.  We  have  a 
garrifon-hofpital,  built  by  the  Dutch,  which  it 
tolerably  commodious,  and,  with  a  few  altera- 
tions, may  probably  ferve  for  the  prefent  gar- 
rifon.  The  Hollanders,  without  any  regard 
to  climate,  had  preferved  their  European  cuf- 
tom  of  placing  the  fick,  two  or  three  together, 
in  a  fpecies  of  box,  with  high  enclofed  fides, 
infteadof  keeping  them  feparated,  and  giving 
them  the  advantages  of  air  and  clearilinefe,  by 
placing  them  upon  bedfteads. 

I.  have  direded  that  all  thefe  confined  and 
offenfive  bed-boxes  fhould  be  removed,  and 
have  given  orders  to  have  fome  bedfteads  made 
upon  a  new  conftrudlion,  which  I  truft  will 
prove  both  convenient  and  comfortable.  They 
will  confift  merely  of  four  fhort  pofts,  thofe 
at  the  top  a  little  longer  than  thofe  at  the  hot- 
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tmn^  add  two  fide  rails^  fitted  togethfef  wit^ 
wooden  pins^  and  fo  contrived  as  to  be  conk 
▼cniently  taken  to  pieces^  and  packed  in  a  por-* 
table  form,  in  cafe  we  fhould  at  any  time  wifh 
to  remove  them.  They  ^ill  be  made  of  maho- 
gany, a  wood  which  is  fo'  plentiful  in  thefe 
colonies  as  to  be  employed  for  every  common 
ufe.  A  piece  of  flrong  canvafs,  (Iretched  from 
fide  to  fide,  will  form  the  bedding  }  a  head* 
board  will  Aide  into  grooves  in  the  two  upper 
po&B^  and  the  fide-rails  will  move  up  and  down 
in  an  opening  cut  through  them,  and  be  faf- 
tened  with  pins,  fo  as  to  be  at  any  time  raifed 
or  lowered  at  the  head,  without  diflurbing  the 
pa|:ient.  When  thefe  are  finifhed,  I  hope  to 
fee  a  very  complete  hofpital,  and  the  unfor** 
tunate  fick  will  at  leaft  have  the  comfort  of 
being  well  lodged.  Each  will  have  his  ma<^ 
hogany  bed- (lead  to  himfelf,  and  men  with 
different  maladies  will  not  be  crowded  together 
«i  filthy  boxes,  nor  £hut  up  from  the  refrefh- 
ing  air. 

The  93d  Regiment  is  entrufled  with  the 
proteftion  and  defence  of  this  colony ;  and  I 
find  the  officers'  mefs  one  of  the  pleafantefl  I 
have  yet  met  with.    In  gratitude  I  ought  to 
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tell  you  that  the  whole  of  the  officers  emulate 
their  commander  in  kind  and  friendly  atten- 
tions towards  to  me.    Indeed  I  cannot  but  be 
ftrongly  fenfible  t)f  the  many  marks  of  polite- 
nefs  and  civility  with  which  I  am   daily  ho- 
nored.    Moft  of  the  officers  are  men  of  culti* 
vated  manners.     Among  them  are  feveral  of 
confiderable  fortune,  and  fome  of  rank — men 
who    are   not  only  well-difciplincd   foldieri^ 
but  well-bred  gentlemen  ;  being  no  lefsverfed^ 
in  the  poliihed  rules  of  civil,  than  ia  the  auftere 
obfervances  of  a  military  life.     TTie  general 
order  and  decorum  which  mark  thci;  condud; 
afford  the  fureft  indication  of  corre^'ilifctpliney 
and  offer  the  moft  convincingproof  of  the  high 
advantage  derived  from  ferving  under  a  ftrift, 
but  refpe£ted  commanding- officer.     Colonet 
Gammell,  while  he  fuffers  no  remiffion  of  du« 
ty,  is  afiable  and  pleafant  towards  thofe  under 
hia  command.   He  treats  them  as  companions, 
and  feeks  to  engage  their  affedion  and  efteam. 
The  foldiers  confider  him  fevere;  but  he  is  their 
friend,  and  the  majority  of  them  are  not  in- 
fenfible  of  it.     We  frequently  overhear  the 
converiations  and  remarks  of  thofe  about  the 
hofpital  regarding  him,  and  they  always  ter- 
minate very  much  to  his  credit ;  for  if  one 
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calls  him  rigorous  or  fevere,  another  !n- 
ftantly  cbntrafts  what  they  regard  as  his 
better  qualities,  faying  "  why  to  be  fure  he 
is  a  little  clofe  upon  us^  and  keepx  us  to  it ; 
but  then  you  know  it  is  for  our  own  ad- 
vantage ;  and,  befides,  how  good  he  is  to  us 
when  we  are  fick !  You  fee  he  keeps  thcfe 
'  dodtors  to  their  duty,  too.  He  comes  to  fee 
QS  himfelf  every  day,  and  makes  them  give  us 
plenty  of  every  thing  that's  good  for  us  ;  and 
^tisn't  all  officers  do  that  you  know  I  Some 
of  *em  are  more  afraid  of  an  hofpital  than  a 
cannon  ball,  and  never  care  whether  we  die  or 
liver  / 

In  this  way  their  remarks  ufually  ga 
to  the  approval  of  the  Colonel's  condu^  to- 
wards them  J  and  like  good  foldiers,  they  ac«< 
knowledge  their  efteem  for  a  commander 
who,  by  impofing  a  ftriQ:  routine  of  duty^ 
gives  them  caufe  to  pride  themfelves  upoqt 
^  degree  of  pre-eminence  in  point  of  health 
and  difcipline. 

Among  the  many  ills  of  climate,  I  am 
now  fuffering  from  a  teazing  eruption  which 
ha$  thrown  itfclf  out  upon  my  leg«  j  a  conv» 
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|>Iaint  which  I  find  has  lately  been  prevalent 
among  the  troops  in  this  colony,  although  we 
had  not  obferved  atny  thing  of  it  at  Demarata. 
It  is  more  fevere  than  the  prickly  heat,  but  fome- 
what  of  the  fame  nature ;  and  is,  perhaps  j  only 
an  aggravated  degtee  of  that  difeafe.  It  creates 
an  uneafy  fenfation,  not  amounting  to  fevere 
pain,  but  fufficient  to  rob  md  of  reft. 

lam  forry  to  note  to  you  that  we  had  the 
misfortune  to  lofe  one  of  the  foldiers  the  morn- 
ing after  my  arrival  at  Berbifche,  from  his 
going  into  deep  water  in  bathings  and  hot  be- 
ing able  to  fwim.  Several  of  his  comrades, 
and  stlfo  fome  negroes,  who  faw  him  fink, 
fwam  inftantly  to  the  fpot,  and  diVed  to  the 
bottom  in  fearch  of  him,  but  without  fuccefs. 
He  was  drowned  and  probably  carried  away 
by  the  ftream.  The  next  morning  the  body 
was  found  floating  upon  the  furface  of  the  ri- 
ver very  near  to  the  fort.  I  mention  this  ac- 
cident the  more  particularly  from  having  mark- 
ed its  effedl  upon  the  minds  of  the  foldiers  of 
the  garrifon,  and  having  obferved  that  the 
accidental  death  of  an  iiKlividual  operates 
with,  precifely,  fimilar  influence  upon  the  feel- 
ings of  men  adually  engaged  in  war,' as  of  peq- 
VOL.  II.  y 
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pie  occupied  in  the  peaceful  rouad  of  civil  lifCf 
Moft  perfons  witnefe,  or  even  read  the  account 
of  any  one  being  murdered,  or  killed  by  acci« 
dent,  with  fentiments  of  horror  and  diflrefs  ; 
while  the  detail  of  hundreds  being  flain  by  the 
Xword  fcarcely  excites  a  paOing  regret. 

Similar  feelings  are  evinced  by  the  (blr 
diers !  More  of  forrow  and  confternation  pre- 
vailed in  thegarrifouy  from  the  accidental  lofa 
of  a  fingle  comrade,  than,  probably,  would 
have  Been  expreffed,  by  the  fame  men,  had 
thoufahds  been  killed,  before  them,  upon  the 
field  of  battle !  You  will  be  able  to  explain 
bow  it  is  that  death,  in  the  one ,  cafe,  ihould 
beget  fuch  terrors,  while,  in  the  other,  it 
Icarcely  excites  a  momentary  impreffion.  We 
ihudder  with  horror,  and  are  loaded  with 
grief  at  the  Ibis  of  an  individual  j  yet  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  thoufanda  fcarcely  robs  the  bofom 
of  a  figh:!  .  " 
'  •  .  .  i     .  •  •  • 

The  fecond  day  after  my  arrival  at  Ber*- 
bifche  I  had  the  unhappy  opportunity  of  in- 
ipeding  the  body  of  a  foldier  who  bad  fallen 
a  facrifice  tp  yellow  fever.  The  appear- 
ances were  /imilar  to  thoie  I  had  witneQed 
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at  l)emar^ra,  except  tbat,  in  the  prefent  in^ 
ftaiice,  there  were  fome  ftriking  marjts  of  in- 
flammatLon  within  tbe  thorax.  I  fhalV  further 
avail  myfelf  of  the  painful  occafioas  that  may 
occur^'  during  my  ftay  in  this  cdony,  iti  order 
that  we  may  Compare  the  cafes  with  fuch  ad 
may  be  examined  at  Demarara  during  my  ab^ 
fcnce,  and  after  my  return,  in  the  hope  that 
Ive  may,  thereby,  be  enabled  to  judge,  with 
more  accuracy,  regarding  the  general  appear- 
ances, and  the  a£tual  changes  induced  by  this 
difeafe.  "  Heavens  !"  Methinks  I  hear  you 
exclaim,  "  the  man  fpeaks  as  though  he  ex- 
peded  the .  grim  tyrant  to  wield  his  fey  the 
amongft  them,  with  wide-ftretched  arm." 
Would  it  were  not  fo  !  but,  feeling  that  the 
relentlefs  deftroyer  niuft  fometimes  defeat  us, 
I  fhould  deem  it  a  culpable  neglect  not  to  en- 
deavour to  reap  thofe  profefEonal  advantages 
from  his  ravages,  which  may  enable  us  the 
better  to  defend  others  from  his  hungry 
grafp.  I  may  candidly  acknowledge  that 
although,  together  with  my  colleagues,  I  have 
been  zealous  to  procure  every  work  written 
upon  the  fubjed,  and  have  devoted  my  fpare 
time  to  reading  the  Various  authors,  and  con- 
templating air  that  has  been  faid  upon  the  dif- 
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cafe  called  Yellow  fever^  I  have  been  hitherto 
very  undecided,  and  have  had  my  opinion 
altogether  afloat,  refpe&ing  its  nature.  From 
experience,  and  examination  of  the  difeafed 
appearances,  I  may  hope  for  more  accurate 
elucidation,  and  perhaps  be  enabled  to  arrive 
at  fome  general  maxim,  which,  in  vain,  I  have 
looked  for  in  the  difcordant  opinions  of  the 
ingenious  men  who  have .  devoted  their  pens 
to  this  great — this  interefling,  and  moft  im- 
portant iubjeft.  / 
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LETTER  XX, 

A  Dutch  **  vendue*^  of  Jlavts*  Attended  Ij  the  cokrilfti 
like  a  public  fair,  ^ite  a  holyday  or  gala^meeting.  Man^ 
ner  Qfexpojtng  thejlaves  by  au&im*  Method  (f  examining 
them.  Their  average  value*  ConduSf  of  a  negro  who 
was  put  up  to  the  hammer  without  his  wife.  Author  con» 
du^s  his  friend  from  African  flaves  to  free  Indians*  Jrins 
a  party  of  Indians  near  the  river  JCanny^.  Indifference  ef 
thefe  people  concerning  the  whites*  Another  party  pack  up 
their  .furniture  and  utenfils^  and  return  into  the  woods.. 
The  women  bear  the  burden*  Indians  engage  to  cut  wood, 
but  Cannot  be  relied  on*  Theihave  no  indujlry-^nor  any 
defir^  to  emulate  the  coloni/ls.  A  party  from  the  wood^ 
come  down  the  river  in  a  canoe  to  Fgrt  St*  Andrew. 

Berbifche,  June. 

oiNCE  writing  to  you  laft  I  have  been  prefent 
at  the  fale  of  a  Dutch  cargo  of  flayes,  at  the 
new  town  of  Amfterdam.  Many  of  the  of- 
ficers went  from  the  fort  to  witnefs  this  de- 
grading fpe£tacle,  and  although  my  feelings 
had  fuSered  from  a  fimilar  fcene  at  Demarara^: 
I  could  not  refift  the  novelty  of  obferving  the 
Dutch  mode  of  proceeding  in  this  fad  traffic 
of  human  cattle. 
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On  arriving  at  the  town,  we  were  fur^ 
prized  to  find  it  cjidte  a  holyday,  or  a  kind  of 
public  fair.  The  fale  f^emed  to  have  excited 
genfcral  attention,  and  to  have  brought  to- 
gether all  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony.  This 
planters  came  down  from  th€  eftates  with 
their  wives  and  families  all  arrayed  in  their 
gayeft  apparel ;  the  belles  and  bfeaux  appeared 
In  their  Sunday  fuits :  even  the  children,  were 
in  fuli-dtefe  J  and  their  (laves  decked  out  in 
holy  day  clfithes.  It  was  quite  a  gala-day,  and 
greater  ^numbers  of  people  were  colledied  than 
we  had  fuppofed  to  .have  been  ia  the  colony. 
Short  jackets,  with  tawdry  v^^ide-floWeredpet- 
ticoats,  ajad  loofe  Dutch  flippers  formed  the 
prevailing  drefs  of  the  females.  Scarlet,  crim- 
fon,  and  *poppy,  with  all  the  bright  colours 
ufed  m  a.  northern  Vmtor,  rivalled  ^ ..tropical 
fun,  and  reined  confpicuous'  in  thq:  gaming 
b'road-patteroed  petticoat.  To  the  inhabitants^ 
it  feeihed  a  day  of  feaftlng'and  hilarity*  bpt  tiOi 
the.  t50Or \Afriieans  ijj  w^  a  period  gf  heavy, 
grief  afnrf'.affli^Qil ;  fior  they  werjc  tp  bje.foldf 
as  beaft»  of  faurden>^tprn^from  eaqh  ,o(ther-7-i 
and.  wid^ly;.:difperfed  jaljQ^t  the  colony,  tq 
wear  out  their  days  in  the  hppelefs/.  toils  of 
flavery, 
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The  fair  being  opened,  and  the  crowd  * 
aflembled,  thefe   unpdtied  fable  beings  were  ^ 
expofed  to  the  hammer  of  public  audtion.   A 
long  table  was  placed  in  the  middle  of  aiarge 
rocJhi,  or  logis.     At  one  end  was  feated  \hp' 
audioneer :   at  the  other  was  placed  a  clxair' 
for  the  negroes  to  ftand  upon,  in  order  to  be 
expofed  to  thfe  view  of  the  jpurchafersj    who 
were  fitting  at  the  fides  of  the  table,  or  ftanding 
about  the  different  parts  of  the  room.  All  being- 
in  readinefs,  the  flaves  were  brought  in, .  one! 
at  a  time,  and  placed  upon  the  chair  before 
the  bidders,  who  handled  and  infpe£fced  them,-^ 

I  s 

with  as  little  concern  as  if  they  had  been  ex**' 
amining  cattle  in  Smithfield  market.  They 
turned  them  about,  felt  of  them,  viewed  their 
fhape  and  their  limbs,  looked  into  ,  their 
mouths,  made  them  jump  and  throw  out  their 
arms,  and  fubjeded  them  to  all  tjbe:  :;neains  of 
trial  as  if  dealing  for  a  horfe,^  or  attiy  other 
brute- animaL  Indeed  the  indeIicax^y  fhewa^ 
towards  the  poor  defencelefs  AfrijcaAs^by  fome 
of  thefe  dealers  in  their  fpecieis,  was^fiaot  lefs 
unmanly  and  difgufting  than,  it  was  infulting 
to  humanity.  .     !  -      ;    : 

We  were  ihocked  to  obferVfc-W«men-in 
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the  room  iirho  had  corme  to  the  fair  for  the  ex« 
prefix  purpofe  of  purchafing  flaves.  Nay/ even 
children  were  brought  to  point  the  lucky  finger, 
and  the  boy  or  girl,  thus  chofen^  was  bought 
by  papa  at  the  requeft^of  fuperftitious  tnaifla^ 
to  give  to  young  mafia  or  mifly  ! 

The  price  of  thefe  poor  degraded  blacks 
Taricd  from  600  to  goo  guilders,  according  to 
their  age  and  ftrength,  or  their  appearance  of 
being  healthy  or  other  wife*  The  boys  arid 
girls  were  fold  for  600  or  700  guilders — fome 
of  the  men  fetched  as  high  as  900 — ^and  the 
wopien  were  knocked  down  at  about  8oo. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fale^  a  tall  and  robuft 
negro,  on  being  brought  into  the  audionr: 
room,  approached  the  table  with  a  fine  ne- 
grcfs  hanging  upon  his  arm.'  The  man  was 
ordered  to  mo^int  the  chair.  He  obeyed, 
though  manifeftly  with  rel usance.  Hisbofom 
heaved,  and  grief  was  in  his  eye.  1  he  wo^j 
man  remained  in  the  crowd.  A  certain  price 
^as  mentioned  to  fet^he  purchafe  forward, 
and  the  bidding  commenced  :  but  on  the  flave 
being  defired  to  exhibit  the  activity  of  his 
Up^S)  4i^d  to  difplay  his  perfon,  he  funk  hisi 
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chin  upon  his  bread,  and  hung  down  his  head 
In  pofitive  refufal — then,  looking  at  the  wo- 
man, made  iigns  expreffive  of  great  diftrefs; 
Next  he  pointed  to  her,  and  then  to  the  chair, 
evidently  intimating  that  he  defired  to  have 
her  placed  by  his  fide*  She  was  his  chofen 
wife,  and  nature  was  corredly  intelligible.  Not 
obtaining  immediate  acquiefcence,  he  became 
agitated  And  impatient.  The  fale  was  inter- 
rupted, and  as  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upou 
to  move  a  fingle  mufcle  by  way  of  exhibiting 
his  perfou,  the  proceedings  were  at  a  ftahd. 
He  looked  again  at  the  woman,-^again  pointed 
to  the  chair, — held  up  two  fingers  to  the  4UC- 
tioncer,  and  implored  the  multitude  in  anxious 
fuppliant  geftures.  Upon  his  countenance 
was  marked  the  combined  expreffion  of  for- 
row,  afiedlion,  and  alarm^.  He  grew  more 
and  more  reftlefs,  and  repeated  figns  which 
feemed  to  f^y-^— "  Let  us  be  fold  together. 
Give  me  my  hearths  choice  as  the  partner  of 
my  days,  then  difpofe  of  me  as  you  pleafe, 
and  I  will  be  content  to  wear  Qut  my  life  in 
the  heavy  toils  of  bondage."  It  was  nature 
that  fpake — and  her  language  could  not  be  mif- 
taken .!  Humanity  could  no  longer  refiil  the 
appeal,  and  it  was  UQiye^fally  agreed  that  they 
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&6uid  make  but  one  lot.  A  fecood  chair 
was  now  brought,  and  the  woman  was  placed 
at  the  fide  of  her  hufband.  His  countenance 
inftantly  brightened.  He  hung  upon  the 
neck  of  his  wife,  and  embraced  her  with  rap- 
ture— then  folding  her  in  his  arms,  and  pref- 
fing  her  to  his  bofom,  be  becajpe  eompofed ; 
and  looked  round  with  a  fmile  of  compla- 
cency, which  plainly  faid  "  proceed  !- — I  am 
yours,  yours,  or  yours  !  Let  this  be  the  aflbci- 
ate  of  my  toils,  and  I  am  fatisfied."  Tho 
bidding  w^s  renewed  !  They  exhibited  marks 
of  healtU  and  ftrength,  and,  quickly,  the  two 
were  fold  together  for  1650  guilders,    , 

-  ^V  Enough  !"— you  will  fay.  }^  Give  me 
no.  more  of  flaves,  nor  of  flavery  !" — For  the 
prefent  I  obey,  and,  leaving  the  dufky  Africans, 
proc^d  to  introduce  you  to  the  copper- 
jDolored  Indians  j  thus,  leading. you  to  the  op- 
nofite  extreme  of  human  life,  and  placing 
you  among  tbofe  of  our  fpecies,  who  fpurn 
alike  the  iha^kks  of  flavery,  and  the  flaviih 
traipimels  of  •  fociety.  I  Jiave  lately  had  an 
jDpportunU]^.  of  feeing  feveral  parties  of  the 
wild  and  risked,  inhabitants  of  thefe. woods — 
men  whp.j:ang^,  at  large,  in  the  fuUeft  free- 
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dom  of  nature ;  neither  fufferlng  tKeir  libeWy 
to  1)6  effaced  by  bondage,  rior  abridged  by 
civilization.  Being  one  day  at  the  town  of 
New  Amfterdam  with  the  afting  furgeon  of 
the  garrifon,  we  took  a  Walk  down  to  the 
Bufli  *,  on  the  border  of  the  creek  or  river 
Kannye.  Nigh  to  the  water  we  met  with  a 
party  of  Indians,  and  obferving  that  they  made 
no  attempt  to  avoid  us,  we  went  (6  near  to  them 
as  to  mix  in  the  gtoup.  We  ftund  thetn  en- 
gaged in  various  piirfuits  ;  and  remarked  that 
none  of  their  occupations  fuffered  any  inter* 
ruption  from  o»ur  prefence.  A  woman  and 
her  foUj  who  were  in  the  riv^r,'  continued  to 
bathe  before  us,  and  feemed  greatly  to  enjoy 
the  water.  Some  were  cutting  wood  for  firing 
— fome  colleding  the  Bufh- water  f  with  a 
calabafh,  for  the  purpofe  of  drinking,  or  of 
cooking — fome,  wfth  their  pot  of  baked'  clay 
upon  the  fire,  wfei^e  ftewing  (irabsj  -togethfcr 
with  capficUm  2[Ad  caflTadta  juice  into  p^ppsi: 
pot — -and  fome  wdfe  eating  the- raw  tops  of 
the  tooUntaiii  cibbageV    To  the  latter  I  hdd 

♦  5  Updn  thia'  coaft  the  ioreft  is  termed  the  Bufi^     * 

f  The  raiti  water  vi^hlch  lodges  in  the  low  part$  of 
thC:foxeft.,    .  ., 
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forth  my  hand  implying  a  dcfire  to  partal;e  of 
their  repaft*  They  immediately  gave  me  a 
part ;  and  Teemed  pleafed  on  obferving  me  eat 
of  it.  A  better  fallad  I  never  tafted.  It  wa$ 
very  cxifp  and  white-— much  fuperior  to  the 
be(l  lettuce  or  endive  ;  and,  in  flavour,  fome- 
what  refembUng  the  filbert.  Perceiving  that 
they  were  not  incommoded  by  our  focietyi 
we  remained  a  confiderable  time  attentively 
watching  theirTproceedings ;  but  their  curiofity 
was  pot  commenfurate  with  our  own,  for  they 
icarcely  looked  at  U8,  or  appeared  to  be,  in 
any  degree,  interefted  concerning  u$.  With 
indiflference  thry  faw  us  approach — they  re- 
garded us  with  indiflference  whilft  we  re- 
mained— -and  with  indiiference  they  witneffed 
our  departure. 

Two  days  after,  I  faw  a  much  larger  party 
pf  Indians,  who  came  to  the  Government 
houfe  to  a(k  for  rum,  as  a  compenfation  for 
cutting  down  timbers  and  the  fame  evening, 
pn  walking  tow^ird?  the  creek  with  fome  of 
the  oflScers,  we  met  with  a  ftill  more  nume- 
rous body  of  thefe  inhabitants,  of  the  foreft, 
who  had  been  employed  by  the  Governo:!^  to 
cut  clown  wood  preparatory  to  clearing  the 
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land  near  the  town  for  cultivation.  They 
were  bufied  in  packing  up  all  their  little  (lore 
of  implements  and  utenfils,  in  order  to  return 
to  their  native  abode  in  the  'woods.  Bow$ 
and  arrows,  apparatus  for  preparing  cafTadai 
the  clay  cooking- vefTel^  hammocks,  calabafbes, 
and  crab-bafkets  conftituted  their  whole  lift 
of  ftores  and  furniture.  All  thefc  were  light 
in  ftrudure,  or  made  of  light  materials,  and, 
being  arranged  in  compa£t  order,  were  eafily 
carried  on  their  backs.  The  women  were 
made  to  bear   the  burden ;   while  the  men 
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took  no  (hare  of  the  load.  One  man,  who 
had  three  wives,  very  neatly  packed  uppof 
their  back«,  the  whole  of  what  he  had  tp 
carry  away^  then  taking  up  a  long  ftaiF, 
he  marched  on  before  with  lordly  ftep,  the 
wives  following  him  in  filent  train,  one  after 
another.  We  walked  gently  behind  a  party 
of  about  forty  as  far  as  the  creek,  and  ther^ 
faw  fome  of  them  embark  in.  their  canoes, 
and  paddle  up  the  river,  while  the  others 
took  a  narrow  path  leading  ijito  the  depths  of 
the  foreft ;  and  prefently  the  whole  body  of 
them,  were  out  of  fight,  leaving  not  a  trace  of 
their  vifit  behind. 


334 

They  came  doWn,  occailonall  jr,  in  pattieS^ 
iind  enter  into  an  engagement  to  cut  wood  fot 
a  -  certain  compenfation  ;  but  no  dependence 
can  be  placed  iipon  them  for  a  fingle  day,  for 
they  fometimes  pack  up  all  belonging  to  them, 
and  return  fuddenly  and  unexpedtedly  into 
the  wockis  ;  from  whence  they  come  not  again 
for  feveral  months,  perhaps  not  at  all.  They 
(Ekt  naturally  indolent,  and,  being  tenacious  of 
&eedom,  they  become  impatient  of  the  re* 
ftraint  impofed  by  daily  labour;  wherefore, 
they  haftily  call  it  off,  and  fly  back  to  the 
'woods  10  range  in  their  native  liberty,  which 
knows  no  boundi^,  nor  controul.  From  poA- 
fefling  a  degree  of  ^jqpcrtnefs  in  the  felling- of 
timber,  they  might  be  highly  ufeful  in  forwardf* 
I»g  tiie  cultivation  of  the  colony,  but  they 
have  no  fenfe  of  induftry^  nor  do  they  feem  to 
acquire  the  leafl;  difpofition  to  emulate  the 
colonifts  ina  ny  of  their .  purfuits : — content 
With  finding  food  and  pepper  in  the  woods, 
they  have  no  ^  ambition  to  become  planters* 
Cotton  is  not  neceifary  to  proted  their  naked 
Ikiiis  ;  nor  are  their  appetites  fo  refined  as  to 
inquire  either  coffee  or  fugar. 
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At  the  fort  we  have  alfo  had  a  vrfit  from 
an  Indian  family,  who  came  to  us  in  the  truie 
ftyle  of  native  accommodatioH-^-exhibiting 
the  full  equipage  of  the  family  canoe,  and 
forming  a  fcene  of  high  intereft  and  novelty. 
Before  the  canoe  reached  the  fort,  we  obfervcd 
the  long  black  hair  and  naked  {kins  of  the 
man,  his  two  wives,  and  feveral  children,  who 
were  all  (lowed  about  the  veffel  with  thie 
ftrideft  attention  to  equipoife^ — trimming  k 
n¥>ft  exadly.  The  canoe  was  large,:  and^  m 
addition  to  the  family,  was  loaded  witji  cedar 
and  other  kinds  of  wood  for  fale  or  barter. 
On  the  top  of  the  cargo  appeared  a  ferocious- 
looking  anim^^I,  fetting  up  his  briftles  like  the 
quills  of  the  porcupine.  It  was  a  fpecies  oC 
wild  hog  caught  in  the  foreft,  and  hence  called 
a  bu/h'-hog.  A  fmall  monkey  was  likewife 
fkipping  about  the  canoe.  At  one  fide  fat 
two  very  fine  parrots,  and  on  the  other  was- 
perched  a  large  and  moft  beautiful  mackaw, 
exhibiting  all  the  rich  fplendour  of  his  gay 
plumage.  On  the  canoe  arriving  at  the  land- 
ing place,  the  bow  and  arrovi^s,  the  clay  cook*- 
ing-veffel,  calabaftics,  hammocks,  and  crab- 
bafkets,  were  all  Brought  into  view,  and  we 
gazed  on  the  whole,  as  forming  a  very  com- 
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pletc  arid  (iriking  fpecimeri  o^  original  cqiii* 
pagcj  and  accommodation.  The  whole  family 
—the  houfehold  apparatus- — the  bow  and  ar* 
rows^  the  canoe  and  paddles-^the  hammocks 
—in  fhort  al!  the  furniture  and  implements 
for  cooking,  for  fleepingy  for  ftiooting,  fiftiing, 
and  travelling  were  here  moved  together  in 
one  compadl  body,  fo  as  to  render  it  indiffer- 
ent to  them,  whether  they  fliould  return  to 
the  home  from  whence  they  came,  or  take  up 
a  new  abode  in  any  other  part  of  the  foreiV 
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LETTER    XXr. 

Tolitenefs  and  hofpitality  of  Governor  Van  Battenhurg  towards 
the  author^     The  GovernmenUhoufe.    Its  fttuation  and  con^ 
flruBion.    EsQcttrJion  up  the  creek  orriver  Kannye,    Efl<sii 
of  Mynheer  Ongre.    Its  produce  in  coffee — in  cocoa.    Num^ 
ber  and  value  of  thi  flaves.     Mode  <f  preparing  cocoa  and 
chocolate.     Foody  drink ^  plate Ss  difbes y  medicine y  and  clothing 
all  grow  in  the  fields.     Berhifche  widely  remote  from  head* 
garters.     V^ncertainty  tf  receiving  news  from  tht  army* 
Route  by  which  it   commonly   reaches  Berhifche.     Brave. 
'  conduB  of  a  black  corps  at  St.  Lucie.     The  gallant  Colonel 
Malcolm  falls  at  their  head.     Uncertain  of  Iremaiiritng  in 
Guiana^  the  author  direfls  his  letters  to  he  fent  to  St.  Zfe- 
mingo.     Garrifon  riot  unmindful  of  the  ^th  of  June:    Eti^ 
chanting  echo  through  the  heavy  for efls* 

,        '  Berbifchej  Jane. 

I  HAVE  ktely  had  opponutilties  of  making 
ieveral  bo^t  excurfioiis,  with  Colonel  Gammell 
and  others  of  the  officers,  to  New  Amftefdaitoi 
and  have  had  the  honor  of  being  prefeiited 
to  Governor  and  Madame  Van  Battenbiirg,  of 
whofe  hofpitable  atid  polite  attentions  I  can- 
not exprefs  my felf  in  fufflcierit  terms  of  praile* 
They  have  kindly  invited  mle  to  take  up  xxif 
abode  at  the  government*houib|  diirlng  my 
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flay  in  the  colony,  but  I  have  to  lament  that 
my  duties  at  the  hofpital  will  not  allow  me  to 
avdl  myfelf  of  fo  flattering  and  agreeable  an 
accommodation. 

• 

The  government-houfe  isj  beyond  all 
comparifon,  the  handfomefl:  and  moft  fpacious 
edifice  I  have  yet  fecn  in  South  America.  It 
is  built  near  to  the  river,  with  one  front  conir 
trianding  the  water — the  other  the  town.  At 
the  entrance  is  a  handfome  flight  of  fIdfiR, 
leading  to  a  fpacious  hall,  which  extends 
acrofs  the  building,  throughout  its  whole  depths 
At  the  ^pper  end  of  the  hall  an  open  double 
ftair-cafc'leads  ujp  to  another  large  room,whiiph 
alfo  runs  acrofs  the  centre  of  the  building, 
having  the  windows  of  one  end  looking  to  the 
town,  and  thof6  of  the  other  to  the  river.  At 
the  fides  of  this  room,  and  opening  into  if, 
art;  the  diflferent  apartra^ents  occupying  the 
four  angles  of  the  building. 

From  this  conftru£lion  a  free  current  of 
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air  is  preferved  in  the  great  central  room,  and 
all  the  other  apartments,  by  communicating 
with  It,  arc  kept  pleaiantly  cool. 
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A  few  days  ago  I  joined  ^  fmall  party 
from  the  fort,  in  an  exfcurfion  to  fome  of  the 
planters'  eftates  up  the  river  Kannye,  and  was 
particularly  gratified  in  viewing  the  rich  plan« 
tatlon  of  Mynheer  Ongre.  We  breakfafted 
and  fet  off  at  an  early  hour,  in  order  to  have 
the  day  before  us,  and  arrived  at  this  gentle- 
man's abode  juft  as  he  was  fitting  down  to  his 
Dutch  breakfaft  of  very  excellent  crab  foup, 
fome  fine  fiQi,  a  tongue,  and  a  variety  of  other 
good  things*  It  is  the  cuftom  of  the  Dutch 
to  take  coiFee  in  bed,  or  as  foon  as  theyrife, 
apd  to  make  a  more  fubftantial  breakfaft  of 
foup  and  folids  about  ten  o'clock.  After  par- 
taking of  this  repafl:,  we  were  conduced  about 
the  eftate,  which  is  rich  and  well  cultivated, 
yielding  abundance  of  coffee,  cocoa,  and  fome 
cQtton.  The  annual  produce  of  coffee  is 
efti mated  at  140,0001b.  weight,  and  of  cocoa 
lOjOoolb.  Two  hundred  flaves  are  employed 
upon  the  eftate,  calculated  at  the  value  of  from 
50L  to  looL  each.  The  houfe  is  handfomc 
and  fpacious— the  plantation  extenfive,  and 
the  coffe  elogis  upon  a  v-ery  large  fcale :  the 
whole  exhibiting  the  appearance  of  fertility 
and  opulence.  Havipg  vifited  the  fields  of 
cofifee,  and  the  cocoa  plantation,  we  next  went 
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to  the  logig,  where  we  faw  the  cocoai  feeds^ 
cxpofed  for  drying,  preparatory  to  their  being 
made  into  chocolate ;  and^  affo,  gteat  quantitledr 
of  coffee  undergoing  the  laft  procefs,  previous 
to  being  fent  t6  market.  It  was  the  firft  ex- 
ttnfive  plantation  of  cocoa  I  had  feen,  and,  inf 
WitnefEng  the  mode  of  preparing  this  into' 
chocolate,  I  could  not  but  i^otice  that  what  i* 
tfommonly  ufed  as  cocoa,  in  England,  is  only 
the  fhell  or  outer  covering  of  the  feed — the' 
kernel,  or  true  cocoa  being  ufed  for  making  the 
ehbcolate.  If,  therefore,  you  fhould  wifh  ta 
drink  cocoa',  remeniember  you  can  only  have' 
it  good  by  boiling  chocolate  thin  and  weak^ 
the  common  cocoa  being  no  qther  than  th^' 
hufks  or  fweepings,  which  cannot  be  ufed  in 
preparing  the  chocolate. 

At  another  eftate  we  were  regaled  witfr 
fruit,  and  fome  pines  were  put  into  the  boat, 
when  we  were  going  away.  Here  we  alfo 
pulled  from  the  trees  fome^calabafhes  of  un- 
common fize,,  to  take  home  with  us  to  ufe  by 
way  of  bowls  and  platters.  We  likewift 
gathered  fome  roots  of  jala^  from  under  the 
hedges,  and  obferved  the  ipecacuanha  growing 
m  the  fields.    Thu8«  you  find,  that  hr^^^^^^ 


341 

fliut  from  the  world,  we  can  neither  want 
fruit,  food,  nor  phyfic;  for  the  hedges,  the 
fields,  and  the  gardens  amply  fupply  them  all 
—■drink,  clothing,  and  condiment  wealfo  col- 
led from  the  trees,  the  plants,  and  the  buflies  j 
and,  in  the  calabafli,  bountiful  nature  has  evca 
furnifhed  us  with  plates,  bafons  and  difhes. 

We  are  here  fo  removed  from  the  head- 
quarters of  t;he  army,  that  I  fcarcely  know 
which  would  be  moft  reafonable  •••..•  for  you 
to  expefl:  news  of  its  operations  from  Ber- 
bifche,  or  for  me  to  afk  tidings  of  its  pro-* 
ceedings  from  England !  No  diredl  or  regular 
communication  is  eflablifhed,  and  the  little 
intercourfe  continued  between  us  is  highly 
uncertain  and  precarious.  The  intelligence 
th^t  reaches  us  is  moil  commonly  accidental, 
^nd  in  its  circuitous  route,, it  is  new-modelled, 
by  fuch  a  variety  of  reporters,  and  becomes  fo 
garbled  and  disfigured,  that  too  frequently  it 
preferyes  fcarcely  any  features  of  accuracy. 
From  th§  army  it  travels  to  fome  (hip,  and  is 
tranfported  to  Barbadoes.  There,  perhaps,  it 
takes  a  long  reft,  or  wanders  over  the  illand. 
Next  it  is  picked  up  in  the  ftreets,  in  a  dif- 
tof te4  form,  by  fome  trading  captain,  or  his 
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Iftilors,  and  carried  to  Demarara«  There  it 
flrays  agaiix  throughout  the  colony,  and  is 
tortured  and   mangled,   until,   its   mutilated 

« 

remains  being  thrown  into  fome  chance  boat, 
ft  is  finally  fent  to  receive  the  rites  of  fcpulturc 
4t  Berbifche ! 

We  have  juft  heard  that  the  troops  of  the 
black  corps,  which  we  faw  at  Barbadoes,  have 
behaved  with  great  fpirit  and  bravery  at  St. 
Lucie:  but  that  the  gallant  Colonel  Malcolm, 
having  unhappily  been  killed  at  the  head  of 
them,  they  were  repulfed,  from  an  attack  of 
the  Vigie,  at  the  very  moment  when  viftory 
was  declaring  in  their  favor.  It  is  alfo  faid 
that  the  37th  rej^ment  has  fufFered  very  con-r 
liderably ;  but  the  gazette  will  have  given  you 
a  more  correft  account  of  the  attack  and  its 
refult  long  before  this  letter  can  reach  you  j 
ftill  it  may  ferve  to  fliew  how  late  and  de- 
fedlive  the  intelligence  comes  to  us  from  the 
great  body  of  the  army:  It  is  further  reported 
that  General  Whyte  is  gone  down  to  St.  Do- 
mingo, and  that  the  detachment  of  the  hofpital 
department,  remaining  in  thefe  colonies,  is 
foon  to  follow.  This  confirms  the  uncertainty 
of  my  fituation,  and  renders  it  difficult  for  mc 
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to  receive  tidings  from  you  or  any  other 
friends  in  England.  Perhaps  it  were  beil  to 
addrefs  to  me  at  the  head-qu<irters  of  the  St. 
Domingo  army ;  then  I  may  chance,  fome  day 
or  other,  to  receive  the  letters ;  but  if  they  arc 
fent  to  Guiana,  I  may  be  relieved  before  they 
arrive,  and  they  may  never  overtake  me- 
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Although  we  had  not  the  ufual  incite* 
ments  of  a  fumptuous  dinner  and  a  fplendid 
ball,  we  were  not  unmindful  that  the  4Jth  inft;«. 
was  a  day  of.  rejoicing.  The  troops  fired  a 
Jeu  dejoie }  and  a  royal  falute  founded  through 
the  thick  woods  from  the  fort,  and  from  an 
armed  fchobner  which  was  lying  in  the  riven 
Bumpers  were  filled  to  his  majefty's  healthy 
and  we  were  merry  and  happy  as  you  who 
are  revelling  in  all  the  luxuries  of  London. 
One  treat  was  added  to  our  feaft,  which,  even 
in  that  all-fupplying  place,  you  would  fail  to 
meet  with,  and  which  I  know  would  have 
extremely  delighted  you: — viz,  the  report  of 
the  cannon  through  the  deep  woods  around  us^ 
with  the  ihrieks  and  cries  of  parrots,  monkies, 
and  the  .other  wild  inhabitants  on,  hearing  it : 
and,  above  all,  the  enphanting  echo  which  was 
returned  to  us  acrofs'the  river.    Never  did 
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fo\xnd  more  delight  the  ear !  I  had  liftef)e4 
each  night,  with  rapture,  to  the  folemn  revef- 
hcrations  of  the  eyetiipg  gun,  and  was  quite 
prepared  to  Watch  the  effed  of  a  naore  heavy 
firing.     If  was  fublime,  and  wanted  onlj  the 
ftillnefe  of  evening,  and  the  timid  rayp  of  the 
moon  to  render  it  celeftial.     Iffuing  from  the 
cannon,   it    hung   in    murmurs    among   the 
woods ;    and   being   foftened  by  the  water, 
echoed  in  notes  which  thrilled  the  frame  with 
fenfations  of  delight ;  indeed  fo  grand  was  the 
efFed,  that  one  might  almofl  pardon  the  en- 
thufkfl  who   fhould  iigh  for  ^n  adion   by 
moonlight,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  foul-tranf-^ 
porting  echo  of Ihefe  wjld  and  endlefs  forefts^ 
On  cfcaping  from  the  fort,  the  found  feems 
firft  to  crofe  a  part  of  the  water,  and  rollsi 
foftiy  through  the  iiland  of  trees,  at  the  river's 
mouth  :  from  thence  it  travcrfes  the  remain^- 
der  of  the  wide  ftream,  and  on  reaching  the 
thick  woods  of  the  oppolite  fhore,  it  fuddenly 
echoes,  as  if  abruptly  repulfed  into  the  water* 
Afterwards  it  breaks  through  the  forefts,  and 
is  heard  in  rumbling  undulation,  as  if  inter^ 
rupted  in  its  courfe,  till  at  length  its  awful 
reverberations  fteal  their  hollow  way  through 
the  diftant  woods  in  beavy-rrolliqg  thuqder^ 
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LETTER  XXII. 

Nfuis  reaches  Berbifche  of  the  capture  of  the  iflani  of  ^, 
Lucie.  A  fentinelon  guard  dejiroyed  by  the  *^  Coup  de  So* 
iielJ^  Marked  cafe  of  yellow  fever  in  a  grenadier^  named 
Llewellyn,  The  Savanna  near  fort  Willam  Frederic  in  • 
habited  by  alligators,  .  A  fentkn§l^  frightened  by  the  <^- 
procu:h  of  oneof  thofe  amphibia  in  the  nighty  fires  and  alarms 
the  garrifon.  The  alligator  an  animal  of  g  reatfrength  and 
hideous  form  :  Is  Jlrongly  proteffed  again/f  external  in/ ury  ? 
is  peculiarly  fufceptible  of  life  ;  Hisjkjh  ufedhy  the  negroes 
ftsfood,  Vifit  of  a  party  to  the  governor'' s  and  Mr*  Blair* s 
fete  given  to  thejlaves  at  the  government^houfe.  Author^S 
refleBions  on  thefcene.     The  dance  interrupted  by  a  party  of 

'  thefons  of  Bacchus*  Humorous  remarks  of  the  governor 
indicative  of  his  correB  knowledge  of  the  Engli/k  language, 
Politenefs  of  the  governor  and  Madame  Van  Battenburgp 
ifo  the  ofjicerSm  Sumptuous  entertainment  at  Mr,  Blair^s* 
Author  viftts  the  ^*  Taw-houfe.*  Wretched  appearance  tf 
the  objeBs  affliSed  with  this  hideous  malady,  A  diflant  utm . 
cutfiqnprojsBed^  in  which  the  Author  hopes  tqjoin. 

Berbifche,  June. 

On  the  iQth  inft.  a  floop  arrived  from 
Demarara  bringing  lis  news  of  the  furrender 
of  St.  Lucie  ;  but  ftating  qnly  the  fimple  faft, 
unconfirmed  by  any  authentic  details.  Still 
we  cheerfully  hail  the  tidings,  not  doubting  J 
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Irat  the  conqneft  has  been  honorable  to  oiir 
countrymen  and  comrades. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  laft  we  have  had  the 
misfortune  to  lofe  one  of  the  foldiers  by  the 
difeafe  called  coup  de  foleil,  or  ictus  folis. 
The  poor  man  was  on  guard  and  ftationed  as 
fentinel  to  take  his  turn  of  duty  for  two  hours 
at  the  gate  of  the  fort,  but  before  this  fliort 
period  had  elapfed  he  was  fuddenly  feized,  fell 
down,  and  expired  at  his  poft.  The  day  was 
cxceflively  hot,  and  the  perpendicular  rays  of 
the  fun  fell  in  their  fulleft  ardor  upon  his  head. 
Others  of  the  men  have  likewife  experienced 
the  difeafe,  but  we  have  only,  in  this  inftance, 
feen  it  fatal. 

I  may  allp  mention  to  you  a  very  mark- 
ed and  melancholy  cafe  of  yellow  fever  which 
has  occurred  at  fort  William  Frederic,  afford^ 
.ing  a  ftriking  example  of  the  nature  of  this  af- 
flidive  malady.  A  grenadier  named  Lle- 
wellyn, a  handfome  and  wqU  made  man,  of 
robuft  figure,  was  brought  into  the  hofpital, 
complaining  only  of  an  uneafy  fenfation  about 
the  region  of  the  ftomach,  which  although 
indcfcribable,rconveyed  to  him  an  early  aflur- 
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ance  of  the  fatal  tendency  of  the  difeafe,  with 
which  he  was  attacked.    On  afking  him  to  ex- 
plain his  complaints,  and  the  feelings  which  fo 
alarmed  him,  he  replied — "  If^el  that  IJhall 
die?^  and  placing  his  hand  over  his  ftomach, 
faid  he  had  *'  fomething  there^'  that  would 
foon  kill  him.     We  ufed  all  the  means  in  our 
power  to  divert  him  from  this  defpondihg  ina- 
preflion— but  in  vain  !   nothing  he  faid  could 
reftore  him,  for  he  felt  the  hand  of  death  up- 
on  him*     He  evidently  laboured  under  an  at- 
tack of  the  diforder,  termed  yellow  fever  ;  but, 
with  the  exception  of  this  fatal  fenfation,  no 
fymptom  wasprefcnt  which  qould  have  led  to 
the  apprehenfion  of  immediate  danger.     At 
my  next  vifit  on  the  following  morning,  I  found 
him  fitting  up,  and  apparently  fomewhat  re- 
lieved ;  but  on  my  afking  hin^  how  he  waa, 
he  flill  replied—"  Dying  I   I  feel  that  IJhall 
foon  ^egoner—:VLt  continued  perfeAly  rational 
and  colle&ed  until  the  next  day ;  when,  alas  ! 
death  but  too  furely  confirmed  the  accuracy 
of  his  predidions.     From  the  moment  of  at- 
tack he  had  felt  afTured,   that  nothing   could 
fave  him  1  The  indefcribable  feeling,  he  com- 
plained of,  feemed  to  induce  a  rapid  exhauflion 
of  the  vital  powers^  while  it  formed,  not  only 
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the    leading  feature — but  almoft    the    only 
fymptom  of  the   difeafe. 

Upon  exaniinatiori,  we  found  the  fame 
rednefs  of  the  inner  coat  of  the  ftomach,  which 
we  had  obferved  in  all  cafes  of  yellow  fever, 
and  in  th^  lungs^  were  fome  ftrong  marl^s 
of  recent  inflammation. 

*  .  •  • 

I  mentioned  in  a  former  letter  that  alliga- 
tors were  in  the  lift  of  our  neighbours  at  Fort 
William  Frederic.  They  abound  in  the  ad-r 
joining  favanna,  and  ia  their j'ourney  down  a 
fmall  muddy  ftream  to  the  river,  they  often 
vifit  the  fofle  fiirrounding  the  fort  ;  and 
fometimes  are  even  bold  enough  to  afcend 
the  works,  and  peep  like  fpies  from  the  ram- 
parts. One  of  them  lately  alarmed  a  fentinej 
in  the  night,  by  fuddenly  approaching  him 
as  he  was  ftanding  at  his  poft  within  the  fort^ 
The  foldier,  terrified  at  fo  unexpeded  a  vifitor, 
in  the  impulfe  of  furprife  fired  upon  the  ani- 
mal, and  fpread  an  alarm  throughout  the  gar- 
rifon.  The  guard  inftantly  turned  out,  and  all 
the  troops  were  roofed,  and  flying  to  arms,  in 
the  idea  that  the  enemy  was  about  to  land- 
But  loi    the  frightened   crododile  retrcatedi 
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and  the  foldiersj  inftcad  of  fighting,  had  only 
to  return  to  their  beds  ! 

We  have  fince  had  one  of  thefe  frightful 
amphibia  killed,  and  I  may  venture  to  fay, 
that  a  niore  hideous  fpecimen  of  the  animal 
creation^  can  fcarcely  be  met  with.  It  appear- 
ed the  moft  forbidding  of  nature's  forms.  The' 
green  eyes,  the  fharp  teeth  and  monftrous 
jaws,  the  ftrong  waving  tail,  the  hard  impene- 
trable ^in,  and  the  fliort  thiek  legs,  and  for- 
midable claws,  together  with  the  circumftancd 
of  its  crawling  fo  near  the  earth,;  render  the 
alligator  a  real  objeft  of  horror.  He  is  ftrong- 
ly  armed  both  for  attack  and  defence :  while 
his  fcaly  horn-like  fkin,  ferves  as  a  protect- 
ing coat  of  marl,  he  poflefles,  as  an  aflailant,- 
the  devouring  grafp  of  his  fliark-like  teeth, 
and  the  power  of  ftriking  a  blow  with  his 
ftrong  ftielMike  tail,  which  might  knock  a 
man  down^  or  fradure  his  legs. — His  fhort 
fimbs  are  alfo  of  peculiar  ftrcngth,  and  arc 
each  armed  #ith  fout  powerful  claws.  '' 

With  all  this  ftrength'  of  form,  and  of  ac- 
tion, he  is  an  animal  Angularly  tenacibus  of  life : 
indeed,  by  the  common  mcans^  of  deKruCtloa 


\      I 


35^ 

it  is  impof&ble  at  once  to  deprive  him  of  anU 
mation  :  for  however  cut,  beaten  or  torn,  Hill 
figns  of  vitality  remain  for  a  confiderable  time. 
It  is  only  with  extreme  difficulty  that  he  is 
conquered  in  the  firft  inftance,and~cven  when 
fubdued — to  kill  him  is  ftill  a  tafk.  Unlefs 
at  certain  parts,  a  mufquet  ball  will  not  pene- 
trate his  ikin,  and  a  ftrong  blow  fcarcely  does 
him  any  injury.  If  cut,  or  torn  in  pieces,  and 
left  to  appearalnce  dead,  he,  for  a  long  time  af* 
ter,  exhibits  marks  of  vitjgility^  upon  being 
touched. 

The  one  we  deftroyed  was  firft  fhot  in 
the  head,  but  he  was  ftill  a  moft  dang€;rous 
and  adive  enemy,  and  had  nearly  feized  one 
of  the  negroes  by  the  leg.  Nbtwithftanding 
his  being  ftiot,  he  remained  unfubdued  until 
he  had  received  many  fevere  blows  behind  the 
neck  ;  and  for  long  after  this  he  ftruck  very 
powerfully  with  his  tail.  Further  attempts  were 
made  to  kill  him,  but,  as  late  z^  two  hours 
from  the  time  he  was  conquered,  he  prefled 
my  hand  with  confiderable  force,  on  taking 
hold  qf  his  claw  ;  for  feveral  hours  longer,  he 
continued  to  Ihew  figns  of  life,  and  it  was  even 
difficultto  n^rkthe  moment  when  it  became  ex- 
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xindi.  I  had  intended  that  you  fliould  fomc  day 

have  feen  his  formidable  coat  of  armour,  and  for 

that  purpofe,  I  had  given  diredions  to  have  it 

carefully  preferved ;  but  from  waiting  to  kno\!«' 

that  the  poor  animal  was  a&ually  dead,  before 

we  ftripped  him  of  his  fkin,  we  unluckily  loft 

fiiim,  and  I  fhall  only  be  able  to  fhew  you  his 

claws.'     Having   left   him   near   the  hofpital 

while  we  walked  into   the  fort,  the  negroea 

took  an  opportunity  of  dealing  him  away ;  and 

on  returning  we  found  our  alligator  chopped 

in   pieces,  and  ftewing  into  foup— the  flaves 

anticipating  the  mefs,  as,  a  delicious  feaft.  The 

meat  was  white,  and  not  unlike  the  fiefh  of  a 

rabbit,    and    vvere   it    not  for   the   common 

prejudice  attaching  to  its  form,  perhaps,  as  food,^ 

the  alligator  might  not  be  found  inferior  td 

other  amphibious  animals,     Poffibly  it  might 

be  equal  to  our  high-flavored  turtle,  or   the 

TOore  delicate  frogs' of  France. 

We  have  lately  made  a  party  from  the 
fort,  and  fpent  two  moft  pleajfant  days— one 
at  the  governor's— the  other  wfth  Mr.  Blair,  a 
rich  planter,  refiding  at  a  fhort  diftancq  down 
thecoaft  on  the  oppofite  (Jiore  of  the  river*, 
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At  the  governor's  a  dance  and  fete  if^rere 
jgivcn  In  the  evening  to  the  flaves,  and  we  were 
extremely  delighted' to  fee  with  how  much  of 
jeal  happinefs  they  enjoyed  themfelves^  They 
aflembled  in  the  great  hall  of  the  government- 
iioufe,  haying  a  violin,  with  the  fife  and  druoi 
for  their  band.  Both  negroes  and  mulattoes 
danced  with  an  animation  and  vivacity  which 
befpake  them  free  from  care.  The  governor; 
his  ladyi  his  (ifter,  feveral  gentlemen  of  the 
colony,  atid  oiir  party  from  the  fort  attended 
as  fpeftators,  and  were  all  amufed  and  gratified 
m  witneffing  this  merry  dance  of  flaves.  While 
looking  upon  them  at  this  joyous  moment^ 
I  bent  a  thought  to  Europe,  and  wiflied  that 
the  tattered  and  indigent  fons  of  liberty  could 
feel  as  happy. 

r  • 

Madame  VanBatteriburg,  who  is  ftudious 
to  promote  the  comfort  of  her  fable  throng,' 
cordially  participated  in  their  mirth,  and  hf 
Jier  cheerfulricfs  and  vivacity  added  hew  wings 
to  the  feflive  hours.  Refleding  that  the  pea-f 
fants  who  toil  in  freedom  for  their  daily  breads 
have  not  withiii  their  reach  fuch  complete  and 
cheerful  relaxation  as  was  procured  to  thefe 
contented  flaves,  I  becaiiie  fixed  in  contem-* 
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plation  of^lie  fcene  before  me,  until  the  com- 
forts and  advantages  bad  nearly  concealed 
from  my  mind  the  bitter  ills  of^flavery.  But 
bufy  recollection  brought  to  my  remembrance 
that  every  flave  had  not  Governor  Van  Batten* 
burg  for  a  mailer,  nor  Madame  Van  Batten- 

burg,  for a  friend  !  for  fuch  (he  truly 

is  to  thofe  who  ferve  her  in  bondage^ 

Until  now  I  had  only  feen  the  flavca 
perform  the  rude  African  dance  upon  the  opea 
green,  and  Jiad  not  imagined  them  capable  of 
moving  with  fuch  order  as  they  here  ex- 
hibited in  regular  country  dances. — Even 
minuets,  to  oiir-  furprize,  were  led  down, 
in  precife  and  (lately  ftep,  and  with  a.  de- 
gree of  eafe  and  gracefulnefs  of  movement 
which  is  feldom  witneffed  among  the  common 
people  of  England.  Mirth  aniJ"  gaiety  fpark- 
led  in  every  eye,  and  animated  every  counte- 
nance. It  was  pleafure  uoalloyed,  and,  yield^ 
ing  to  the  glowing  imjpulfe  of  nature,  each 
gladdened  foul  drank  in  full  draughts  at  the 
pureft  fountain  of  enjoyment.  They  were  in- 
deed happy— happy  flaves !      n  ■   ^ 

% 

In  the  courfe  of  the  evening  a ,  circum- 

VOL.  II.  A  A 


354 

fiance  occurred  which  had  neatly  ^terrupted 
the  order  and  harmony'  of  the  fete  j  but  it  ter- 
minated with  only  affording  to  the  governor  a 
pleafant   and    facetious  opportunity  of  con- 
vincing .us  of  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
£ngli{h  language.     In  the  midft  of  the  dance 
three  officers  of  our  army  and  navy^  who  were 
not  of  the  party  invited,  and  who  had  been 
devoting  rather  too  freely  to   the  rofy  god,. 
'  came  reeling,  abruptly,  into  the  hall.     One  of 
them,  with  the  bufy  ofGcioufnefs  of  inebriety, 
infifted  upon  introducing  the  others  to  Ma- 
dame Van  Battenburg  :  but  he  had  forgotten 
his  Englifli !— or,  in  the   confidence  infpired 
^)y  wine,  was  ambitious  to  difplay  his  know- 
ledge of  French  ;  and  therefore  addrefled  her 
only  in  the  latter  language,  fpeaking  it  fo  in- 
correctly that  it  was  difficult  to  comprehend 
what  he  faid,  or  rather  what  he  meant  to  fay* 
Alarmed  at  his  reeling  and  Hammering,  Ma- 
dame Van  Battenburg  begged  Xo  be  protected 
left  he  (hould  tumble  againft  her ;  and  true 
enough,  at  this  moment,  the  poor  captain  fell 
fprawling  at  her  feet,  and   narrowly  efcaped 
beating  her  down.     After  much  exertion,  and 
with  fome  affiftance,  he  again  rofe  up,  and  fup- 
ported  himfelf  upon  his  legs.     He  had  now  to 
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lAake  his  apologies,  which  were  Hkewife  at- 
tempted in  broken  French — too  bad  to  be  un- 
derftood.    During  all  this  his  companions  were 
reeling  about  the  hall,  but,  regardlefs  of  them, 
he  continued  to  perfecute  Madkme  Van  Batten- 
burg  with  his  bad  French,  and  even  infifted  up- 
on either  herorMademoifelle  VanBattenbnrg^ 
joining  with  him  in  the  dance,  "  FeneZyVenez^ 
Madame  y^  faidhe — ^^  ilfaut  danfer — voule%  vous- 
viens  danftr  avec  mot  ?"  but  finding  he  could 
riot  prevail  with  either  of  the  ladies,  he  fud- 
denly  turned  from  them,  and  happening  to 
flumble  again  upon  his  companions,  each  of 
them  feized  a  fable  damfel,  and  dragging  their 
three  ebon  partners  into  the  row,  took  their  ^ 
places  in  the  dance.    But  it  foon  appeared  that 
they  could  perform  only  reels ^  and  the  country 
dances  of  the  blacks  being  intem;ipted  by  their 
prefence,  it  became  neceflary  to  lead  away  thefc 

Jlaves of  the  kettle ^  in  order  to  prevent 

both  the  fpedators,  and  the  dancers  from  being 
deprived  of  their  amufement ;  and  according- 
ly, with  fome  trouble  they  were  led  back  to 
the  barrack,  Madame  Van  Battenburg  feeling 
furprifed  at  our  intoxicated  captain  fpeaking 
to  her  only  in  bad  French,  mentioned  it  as  le- 
markable,  that  he  did  not  utter  one  fyllable  o£ 
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Englifli :  when  the  governor,  oii  hearing  the 
obfervation,  replied,  no  !  my  dear,  it  is  not  at 

all  ftrange  that  Captain fhould  not  fpeak 

Englifti  to-night !  on  the  contrary  it  is  high- , 
ly  proper  and  correft :  you  know  he  is  a 
Britifli  officer  !  True !  faid  Madame  Van  Bat- 
tcnburg,  and  that  js  the  very  reafon  why  he 
ihould  fpeak  Englifli !  No,  no,  no  !  my  dear, 
ttfumed  the  governor,  that  is  exprefsly  the  tea- 

■ 

fdn  why.  he  Ihould  not — "  It  would  be  difloyal 
in  a  Britifli  officer  /^  clip  the  King's  Englijh^^ 
On  another  occafion  this  agreeable  Dutch-p 
man  gave  a  fimilar  proof  of  his  clofe  acquain- 
tance with  our  language.  One  day  as  they 
were  fitting  over  the  bottle,  he  and  an  officer 
of  the  navy  debated  refpeding  fome  property^ 
which  the  governor  confidered  as  private^  and 
the  officer  as  public.  The  former  urged  that 
it  was  facred,  and  might  not  be  confifcated  j 
while  the  latter  infilled  that  it  was  co- 
lonial, and  ought  to  be  condemned  for  the 
benefit  of  the  captors.  Each  maintained 
his  opinion  with  amicable  warmth— ^neither 
yielding  to  the  othen  In  the  evening  a  ball 
was  given  to  the  party  at  the  governor's  houle  ; 
and  in  thp  mirthful  dance,  the  officer,  perhaps 
a  little  ekvated  by  the  debate,  or  the  bottle. 
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took  Madame  Van  Battcnburg  in  his  arms  and 
faluted  her.  The  governor  obferving  it,  in- 
ftantly  called  out  with  emphafis — "Very  well 
captain  !  Do  you  not  confider  xhzi private  j[>rO'^ 
perty  either  ?"  Perhaps  few  foreigners,  who 
have  not  refided  a  long  time  in  England,  have 
acquired  a  more  juft  idea  of  the  fpirit  of  our 
language.  The  governor  is  a  pleafant  well- 
informed  man,  and  a  focial  companion.  His 
addrefs  is  genteel ;  his  manners  cultivated.  He 
is  hofpitable  and  friendly  :  his  mind  is  highly 
liberal,  and  In  his  condud  he  obtains  general 
nefpeft  and  efteem.  His  door  is  always  open 
to  his  friends  :  the  officers  are  frequently 
invited  to  his  table,  and  he  kindly  allows  them 
to  confider  his  houfe  as  a  home* 

i 

Madame  Van  Battenburgh  is  cheerful  and 
entertaining.  Her  difpofition  is  lively  and 
animated  ;  fhe  fings  very  fweetly,  and  in  con- 
verfation  is  fprightly  and  affable.  She  ge- 
neroufly  emulates  the  governor  in  his  friendly 
hofpitality,  and,  together,  they  make  their  abode 
pleafant  and  familiar  to  us  all. 

There  being  no  coffee- houfe  nor  tavern 
at   New  Amfterdam,    an^   the  government- 
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boufe  being  moft  conveniently  fituated  at  the 
landing  place  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  we  are 
happy  to  avail  ourfelves  of  the  liberal  offer  of 
the  governor,  and  to  make  his  manfion  our 
rcfting  place,  and  point  of  rendez-vo.us,  in  pqr 
occafional  yifits  to  the  town. 

To  fpeak  of  the  fumptuous  day  we  had 
at  Mr.  Blair's  were  to  throw  an  air  of  doubt 
upon  my  former  notes  regarding  the  paucity 
of  frefh  provifions  in  thefe  colonies.  But  let 
it  be  remembered  that  individuals  of  large 
eftate  may  find  the  means  of  procuring  a 
moft  ample  fupply,  for  their  own  table,  al- 
though the  colony  may  not  furnifli  an  over-a 
plus  to  fend  to  the  public  market :  and,  in- 
deed, at  Berbifche  frefh  animal  food  is  pro- 
vided for  the  troops  more  frequently  than 
w&  have  yet  beep  able  to  procure  it  at  De? 
marara.  ' 


Mr.  Blair  isoneof  the  moft  opulent 
planters  in  thefe  colonies,  and,  not  difliking 
the  good  things  of  life  himfelf,  he  has  aflem- 
bled  them  at  his  place  of  refidence  in  fuffi- 
cient  fupply  to  enable  him  to  treat  his  friends 
with  the  moft  fumptuous  liberality.    He  is. 
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generous  and  fecial,  and  the  riches  of  his 
table  are  difpen fed  with  all  the  bounty  of  his 
nature.  Inftead  of  a  plain  cottage  juft  rifing 
from  the  wild  woods  of  an  infant  fettlement, 
we  might  have  fancied  ourfelves  feafting  in 
one  of  the  hofpiiable  manfions.of  old  England, 
nay,  in  fome  chartered  hall,  even,  of  volup- 
tuous  London  itfelf. 

The  houfe  is  a  compact  dwelling,  neatly 
built  of  plain  wood,  offering  in  its  exterior 
nothing  to  attract  the  ftranger's  eye,  nor  to 
befpeak  the  many  luxuries  within.  It  ftands 
on  the  border  of  the  fea,  open  to  th^  wi(|« 
ocean.  Before  it,  is  an  extenfive  and  flat  beach 
of  firm  fand,  forming  a  pleafant  ride,  or  walk 
at  the  fide  of  .the  water.  The  eftate  is  quite 
in  its  infancy,  being  recently  formed  out  of 
the  rude  foreft,  and  indeed  only  now  breaking 
into  cultivation.  In  great  part  of  it  the  young 
plants  of  cotton  are  juft  fhooting  from  the  foil 
between  the  remaining  ftumps  of  trees  lately 
deftroyed.  Yet  notwithftanding  the  infant 
ftate  of  this  hofpitable  home,  it  offers  more  of 
the  good  things  of  life,  than  I  had  feen  at 
any  other  place  fince  leaving  England.  Having 
no  market  in  the  colony,  each  planter's  abode 
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mull  neceflarily  furnifh  all  within  itfelf.  No 
aid  can  be  had  from  the  butcher's,  or  the  baker*s, 
none  from  the  green-grocer's,  or  poulterer's, — 
the  paftry- cook's,  or  confedioner's.  No  fych 
perfons  are  here  known,  and  hence  the  whole 
of  the  entertainment  muft  be  the  immediate 
produdion  of  the  eftate:  every  neceflary,  every 
comfort,  and  every  luxury  that  is  given,  or  en- 
joyed, muft  be  found  in  the  houfe  or  upon 
the  plantation,  yet  in  fuch  plenty  were  they 
ferved  at  this  prolific  home,  that  one  might 
have  fancied  a  Co  vent-garden,  or  a  Leadcn-i 
hall  market  to  have  been  near.  From  all  we 
had  previoufly  feen  in  the  colonies,  it  had 
been  Wild  to  have  conjedured  that  fo  com- 
plete a  colledion  could  have  been  affembled* 

A  large  and  very  handfome  boat  was 
fent  for  our  conveyance,  having  an  awn- 
ing at  the  ftern  to  proted  us  from  the  fun ; 
and  we  were  rowed  acrofs  the  mouth  of  the 
river  by  eight  of  the  fineft  flaves  of  the  eftate, 
who  pulled  us  on  with  furprifing.fpeed.  At  " 
the  landing  place  another  party  of  flaves  were 
in  attendance  with  hories  in  readinefs  to  coa- 
dud  us  to  the  houfe.  The  fun  was  extremely 
powerful,  but  we  had  a  pleafant  ride  about  a 
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mile  and  a  half  through  fields  of  cotton  and 
of  plantains ;  the  negroes  running  at  the 
horfes  fides,  according  to  the  cuftboi  of  the 
country,  as  faft  as  we  chofe  to  ride. 

Hock  and  Seltzer  water  were  prefented 
immediately  on  our  arrival,  and  the  time  until 
^  dinner  was  moft  gratefully  occupied  in  the 
perufal  of  a  packet  of  newfpapers,  juft  arrived 
from  England  :  than  which  perhaps  a  greater 
treat  could  not  have  been  offered  us.  ^or 
dinner  we  had  excellent  foup,  with  .boiled  fifli, 
ftewed  fifli,  and  fifli  in  pie-^alfo  turtle,  and 
crabs,  moft  exquifitely  drefled^  and  formiog 
two  uncommonly  rich  and  high-feafoned 
diflies.  We  had  like  wife  a  fide  of  lamb,  a 
fine  goofe,  a  large  well-flavored  ham,  and  a 
variety  of  other  good  things.  .  Pies,  tarts,  and 
a  well  compounded  trifle  followed,  amidft  a 
complete  courfe  of  fweets.  The  cook  was 
quite  a  proficient,  and  did  every  juftice  to  the 
feaft,  the  whole  dinner  being  well  drefled,  and 
as  well  ferved.  We  had  afterwards  pines, 
fhaddocks,  melons,  water-lemons,  and  mul- 
titudes  of  other  fruits.  Nor  were  the  fluids 
of  the  banquet  lefs  amply  adminiftered.  Hock, 
Claret,  Madeira,  and  Port  wines  were  in  liberal 
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ufe.  We  had  alfo  Seltzer  and  Spa  waters, 
likewife  bottled  fmall  beer,  ale,  and  porter,  with 
brandy,  rum,  Hollands,  noyeau,  and  other 
liqueurs — all  in  fupply  fufficient  for  a  lord, 
'mayor's  feaft. 

After  our  good  eating  and  drinking  we 
took  a  walk  about  the  plantation,  and  found 
every  corner  of  it  equally  plenteous  as  the 
table  and  the  cellar.  Such  a  ftore  of  living 
ftock^  both  large  and  fmall,  I  had  not  feeo^ 
upon  any  eftate  fince  my  arrival  in  the  Weft- 
ern  world.  Here  were  large  herds  of  cows, 
oxen,  fheep,  and  goats.;  droves  of  hogs,  horfes, 
and  mules  ;  flocks  of  geefe,  turkies,  ducks, 
Guinea  fowls,  and  chickeris.  A  more  gratify- 
ing aflemblage  of  domeftic  plenty  could  fcarcely 
be  found  in  any  country.  Among  the  ftock  I 
Ihould  not  omit  to  mention  a  pen  of  living 
turtles  kept  in  readinefs  for  the  table  : — whole 
droves  of  crabs  were  alfb  running  about  near 
the  door  ; — and  the  neighbouring  fea  is,  at  all 
times  made  tributary  to  the  board.  Several 
hundreds  of  negroes  employed  at  work,  or 
moving  from  place  to  place,  improved  the 
variety  of  the  fcene  j  while  they  added  eflen- 
tially  to  the  value  of  the  home — for,  like  th^ 
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cattle,  thefc  are  always  included  in  calculating 
the  ftock  of  the  eftate.  Together  with  the 
multitude  of  domeftic  produdtions  at  this  all-^ 
fupplying  abode  were  likewife  fome  of  the  more 
rare  and  curious  fpecimens — fuch  as  the  fmall 
lion, -^monkey — and  the  large  powys,  or  wild 
turkey  of  the  woods ;  alfo  the  trumpeter,  the 
fly-catcher,  and  feveral  other  unconraion  birds. 
Our  walk  was  highly  gratifying,  and  offered 
much  to  excite,  as  well  as  to  intcreft  our  con- 
templations. We  extended  it  to  the  fea  beach^ 
and  found  the  fand  flatandfirmas  a  bowling* 
green,  and  of  a  dark  brown  colour,  whence  it 
was  neither  liable  to  be  blown  into  the  eyes, 
nor  to  offend  them  by  its  brightnefs.  A  cool 
and  conftant  fea- breeze  adds  to  the  many  ad- 
vantages of  this  fituation:  it  is  always  free 
and  pure,  there  being  nothing  to  impede  or 
contaminate  it  between  the  houfe  and  the 
ocean.  After  it  grew  dark  a  rubber  was  pro* 
pofed  .as  the  ^mufement  of  the  evening-^but 
cards  had  no  power  to  attract  the  majority 
of  us  from  the  dear  unfiniftied  Times  and 
Chronicle.  We  flept  in  hammocks  according 
to  the  common  modi  of  the  country,  and  a 
moft  excellent  and  convenient  mode  it  is,  for  a 
very  large  party  may  be  thus  accommodated 
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in  a  fmall  houfe,  it  being  only  neceflary  to 
hang  up  as  many  hammocks  as  there  are  jpter- 
fons.  Neither  beds,  fheets,  nor  blankets  arc 
required,  for  the  hammock  includes  them  all, 
and  ferves  as  bedflead,  mattrefs,  and  <:overlet 
into  the  bargain. 


The  next  morning  I  rofe  at  an  early 
hour,  and  made  a  walk  before  breakfafl,  to 
vifit  what  is  here  termed  the ' "  yaw-houfe  ;" 
a  kind  of  hofpital  placed  at  a  diflance  from 
all  the  other  buildings,  for  the  accommodationof 
fuch  of  the  negroes  as  may  be  aflflided  with  that 
hideous  and  diftrefling  malady — they  aws.  Here 
J  faw  fomeof  the  moft  ftriking  pidures  of  hu- 
man mifery  that  ever  met  my  eye — fad  objeds 
of  compaflion,  anddifguft !  Not  to  cQmmiferate 
their  fufferings  were  impoffible,  but  their  of-  * 
fenfive  and  wretched  appearance  creates  a 
fcnfc,,  of  horror  on  beholding  them.  Of  all 
the  unfightly  difcafes  which  the  human  body 
is  heir  to,  this  is  perhaps,  the  worft.  Imagine 
to  yourfelf  a  group  of  meager  fickly- looking 
negroes,  with  their  bones  almoft  piercing  their 
unhealthy  obfufcate  Ikins,  and  their  bodies 
befet  with  ragged  noxious  fores,  and  ulcer- 
ous excrefcences,  and  you  will  have  fome  idea 


3^5 

of  the  miferable  inhabitants  of a  yaw 

houfe.  '  Congregated  difeafe,  crowded  fufFer- 
ing,  and  accumulated  wretchednefs  are  fpec- 
tacles  common  to  the  eyes  of  medical  men  i 
and  I  may  add  that  they  hav.e  been  long  familiar 
to  mine !  Yet  the  efFeft  of  this  fcene  was  too 
irapreffive  ever  to  be  effaced  from  the  eye  of 
my  mind.  Some  of  th'efe  difeafed  and  truly 
pitiable  objeds  were  crouching  upon  their 
haunches  round  a  fmoky  fire,  fome  flood 
trembling  on  their  fadly  ulcerated  limbs,  others, 
ftipporting  themfelves  by  a  large  flick,  were 
dragging  their  wretched  bodies  from  place  to 
place ;  while  many,  too  feeble  to  rife,  lay 
ihivering  with  pain  and  torture  upon  the  bare 
boards  of  a  wooden  platform. 

Unhappily  fqr  our  fpecies,  this  mofl 
odious  diflemper  is  contagious,  and  readily, 
communicated  from  one  perfon  to  another ; 
nor  has  it  hithtrto  been  found  to  be  within. 
the  power  of  medicine.  It  often  cxifts  for, 
years,  and  even  where  it  fooner  yields,  its. 
removal  is  more  the  effe£k  pftime  and  regi*. 
men  than  of  medical  treatment. 

When  a  negro  is  attacked  with  this  cruel 
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diiorddr,  he  Is  fcparated  from  his  fellow^ 
flaves^  and  fent  to  the  yaw-houfe  to  remain 
until  he  recovers.  Cotnmonly  it  is  fix,  and 
bfteii  twelve  months,  or  eveti  more,  before 
he  is  again  fit  to  return  amidft  the  gang.  Ad 
improved  diet,  with  cleanlinefs,  pufe  air,  and 
fea  bathing  are  moft  conducive  to  his  recovery; 
whence  it  may  be  inferted  that  filthinefs,  and 
poverty  of  food,  are  among  the  occafional 
caufes  of  the  difeafe.  From  its  refemblance 
to  an  afHiding  malady,  but  two  well  known 
in  Etirope,  mercury  has  been  much  employed 
as  a  remedy,  but,  unfortunately,  with  very 
little  fuccefs. 

I  may  here  announce  to  you  that  an- 
other excurfion  of  a  more  extenfive  nature 
has  been  projefted,  for  the  purpofe  of  vifiting 
the  planters'  eftates  in  the  remoteft  parts  of 
the  colony  ;  and  of  proceeding  up  the  river 
even  beyond  the  fartheft  fettlement  of  the 
colonifts,  in  order  to  fee  the  Indians  in  their 
native  dwellings  amidft  the  deep  woods.  The 
governor  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  refiding 
near  thfe  town  have  been  confulted  as  to  the 
facilities  of  fuch  an  expedition  ;  but  the  opi- 
nions coUcfled  are  difcordant  and  unfatisfac- 
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tory — fome  conceiving  that  it  might  be  efie£led 
without  difficulty-r-fome  confideririg  it  as  pe- 
rilous and  quixotic,  and  others  reprefenting  it 
as  wholly  impra£ticable  :  but  we  find  that  it 
is  extremely  diflBcult  to  obtain  any  accurate 
information  upon  the  fubjed,  there  being  very 
few  perfdns  in  the  colony  who  have  interefted 
themfelves  regarding  either  the  remote  parts 
of  the  fettlement,  or  the  adual  ftate  and  ha- 
bits of  the  people  whofe  territory  they  have 
invaded,  and  who  hkve  been  driven  from  the 
very  foil  on  which  they  are  now  acquiring 
their  riches:  hence,  if  undertaken,  it  muft  be  en- 
tirely a  marooning  cxcurfion,  the  party  making 
a  home  wherever  it  can  be  found,  proceeding 
while  it  can  be  made  pleafant,  and  returning 
when  _  it  becomes  difagreeable.  Under  all 
circumftances  if  it  takes  place,  I  Ihall  endeavour 
to  be  one  of  the  party — and,  need  I  remark 
130  you  that,/!  (hall  not  be  the  firft  who  will 
propofe  to  return,  If  we  go-*-my  pocket 
ink-cafe  fhall  bie  my  travelling  companion,  and 
in  noti4ag  pbfervance,  I  will  think  toward  you 
from  the  wildeft  depths  of  the  foreft. 
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LETTER    XXIIL 

Indehnce  and  vi/ionary.  difficulties  often  the  bane  df  our  graiifi'* 
cation,  Author  engages  with  ajtarty  in  a  marooning  ex'» 
curjton  up  the  ^iver  Berhifche.  No  fixed  plan,  but  the 
jHirney  reflated  by  the  information  and  treatment  met  mt6 
fn  route*  Difficulties  a  fid  ob/faeies  fuggefied  by  gentlfm^m 
§fjhe  colony •  Ignorance  of  the  Dutch  language  the  greatefi 
impediment.  Stores  and  necejfary  refources  colleEied  in  the 
boat.  Departure  from  Neiv' Amfterdam.  Mode  rf  com^ 
pletitt^  the  boats  crenx),  a  little  unwarrantable.  Plantatiofi 
Het  Pleytanker  the  firfl  place  of  call.  The  party  well  re* 
ceived  by  Mr,  Deen,  Meet  Mynheer  Abbenfets.  Proceed 
with  him.  to  EJfendam  to  pafs  the  night.  Friendly  attention 
9f  Mynheer  Wohler  a  Hanoverian  fur geon.  Author  and 
Mynheer  Wohler  male  a  promenade  round  the  plantations 
EJfendam^  and  San  Souci* 

Berbifche,  June  28^ 

Jriow  true  it  is,  my  friend,  that  where  incli-< 
nation  leads,  difficulties  are  eafily  fubdued ! 
After  the  many  apprehenfions  exprefled,  and 
the  various  interruptions  and  difficulties  enu* 
merated,  we  have  performed  our  contemplated 
expedition,  without  encountering  a  fingle  im«^ 
pediment  which  was  not  readily  overcome. 
This  confirms  to  me  the  opinion  that  moft  of 

the  obftacles  oppofed  to  our  minor  purfuit«, 

■  ^  • 
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and  even  of  the  mighty  o^bftrudions  placed  ia 
the  more  important  path  of  life  exift  only  in 
imagination.  In  far  the  majority  of  ioftances 
difcretion  and  prudent  perfeverance  might  fur- 
mount  them,  but  where  exertion  is  required, 
we  are  too  indolent  to  remove  the  oppofing 
forms  which  fancy  has  created.  Terrified,  pr 
too  implicitly  yielding  to  vifionary  Itppoffi- 
bilities,  torpid  iqad^iofi  examines  not  whethinr 
they  are  phantoms  or  realities,  and  we  forego 
the  advantages  of  the  purfuit,  from  a  difmcli- 
nation  to  ufe  the  efforts  that  may  be  required 
in  its  execution. 

In  the  prefent  inftance,  had  we  liftcned 
to  the  timid  counfel  of  thofe  whom  fancied 
difficulties  had  deterred  from  engaging  in  it 
themfeives,  we  bad;^neglefted  making  an  excur« 
(ion  which  has  afforded  us  infinite  gratification. 

But,  to  our  fubje£i.  Soon  after  our  vifit  at 
Mr.  Blair's,  our  party  was  formed,  and  we  fet 
off  en  quartette^  Captain  de  Gourcy,  Captain 
Webb,  Lieutenant  Mackie,  and  my fidif,  <m  our 
fondly  anticipated  journey.  We  bad  a  four* 
oared  boat  from  the  fort,  with  an  awning  built 
over  the  part  where  we  fat,  which  not  only 
VOL.  ii«  9  9 
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proteded  us  from  the  fun,  but  alfo,  by  mean* 
of  a  door  and  windows,  enclofed  us  as  it  were 
ki  a  cabin.  Suflicient  intelligence  could  not 
be  colleded  to  enable  us  to  fix  either  the  limits 
of  our  excuriion^  or  the  period  of  our  return. 
We  had,  therefore^  no  fettled  route,  and  our 
movements  were  to  be  forward  or  retrograde^ 
as  we  found  that  pleafure  or  difcomfort  at- 
tended our  path.  It  was  completely  a  maroon^ 
ing  or  rambling  adventure.  Placed  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  blind  goddefs,  we  referved  to 
Ourfelves  only  the  power  of  retreating,  in  cafe* 
ihe  ftiould  ufe  us  unkindly.  Where  to  find, 
food,  or  where  take  yeft  depended  entirely 
upon  chance.  Every  planter,  and  every  eftatc 
were  alike  unknown  to  us  :  but  we  knew  that 
there  were  plantations,  and  places  of  abode, 
upon  the  borders  of  the  river :  we  knew,  alfo^ 
that  in  all  civilized  countries,  where  ftrangers 
are  but  feldom  feen,  hofpitality  is  a  prevailing 
charafleriftic  of  the  inhabitants  j  we,  therefore, 
became  intruders  upon  the  good-will  of  the 
colpnifts,  refolving  to  feek  a  home  wherefoever 
pur  convenience  fliould  point,  and  to  regulate 
our  journey  by  the  information  we  ihould 
acquire,  and  the  treatment  we  might  experi- 
ence. .  If  the    excurfioa  ihould    turn   out 
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pleaf^nt  and  interefting,  we  might  purfue  it  to 
the  extent  of  nearly  two  hundred  miles  up  the 
river.  If  on  the  other  hand  we  fhould  find 
it  perplexing  and  inconvenient  we  were  to 

« 

return  after  the  firft  or  fecond  day — thus  go- 
verning ourfelves  wholly  by  events. 

Among  the  obftacles  faid  to  prefent  them* 
felves,  was  that  of  it  being  a  bad  period  of  thd 
year ;  and  it  was  fuggefted  that.from  the  heavy 
fains  of  the  wet  feafon,  the  riVer  would  be 
fwelled,  and  the  current  fo  rapid,  that  the 
negroes  would  not  be  able  to  row  againft  the 
;  ftream.  Upon  this  account  it  was  contended 
that  we  could  journey  only  a  very  fhort  diC* 
tancQ  each  day,  and  not  even  jhat  without . 
great  labour  and  fatigue  to  the  flaves.  Mad 
we  not  received  other  more  happy  reports, 
this  would  have  deterred  us  from  the  under- 
taking.  It  certainly  was  a  circumftance  that 
merited  confideratiori,  and  we  found  in  it  an 
additional  reafoh  for  avoiding  every  thing  like 
a  fettled  plan.  The  opportunity  mull  always 
prefent  itfelf  of  learning  at  one  cftate  how  far 
diftant  we  were  from  others*  and  we  fhould 
then  have  the  power  of  judging  by  the  tide, 
aad  by  the  labour  required,  at  which  to  paufe : 
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and,  at  worft,^  (hould  night  chance  to  overtake 
us,  when  no  plantation  was  nigh,  we  (hould 
ilways  have  the  remedy  of  tying  the  boat  to 
a  tree  or  a  bulh  at  the  fide  of  the  river,  and 
letting  the  negroes  reft  until  morning. 

The  only  real  difficulty  that  feemed  to 
prefent  itfelf  was  our  ignorance  of  the  Dutch 
language.  It  happened  that  I  was  the  only 
one  of  the  party  who  had  any  knowledge  of 
it,  and  there  was  much  caufe  to  doubt,  whether 
I  might  be  fuflSciently  converfant  with  it  to 
make  myfelf  underftood.  However,  by  a 
little  Dutch,  a  little  French,  and  a  little  Englifh 
we  trufted  we  might  make  our  way.  It  being 
probable  that  we  fhould  be  many  days  on  our 
excurfion,  we  eftabliflied  a  certain  routine  of 
diity,  fuch  as  direding  the  flaves,  prefenting 
the  party  to  ftrangers-,  making  (he  neceflary 
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arrangements,  &c.;  and  agreed  that  each  £hould 
take  it  by  turn  to  be  **  orderly  '*  for  the  day, 
thus  forming  a  fort  of.  military  fatigue  duty^ 
which  was  to  fall  upon  each  in  rotation,  ac- 
cording to  a  fettled  mufter. 

To  provide  for  ourfelves  the  comforts,  or 
even  the  necefFarles  of  the  journey,  was  not  in 
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our  power.  Our  whole  lift  of  ftores  confifted 
of  a  cold  ham  and  fome  bread,  with  a  fupply 
of  plantains  for  the  negroes,  fomc  wine  and 
Hollands,  a  few  bottles  of  water,  and  our 
hammocks. 

The  fides  of  the  river  being,  for  the  moft  ^ 
part,  very  flat  and  low,  and  entirely  covered 
with  thick  woods,  we  were  fenfible  that  the 
views  could  not  be  fufliciently  varied  at  ail 
times  to  amufe  the  eye  and  the  mind,  or  to 
prevent  the  fatigue  which  mi^ft  neceflarily 
arife  from  fitting  many  hours  each  day  in  the 
boat ;  we  therefore  took  with  us  fome  books 
and  a  pack  of  cards,,  as  occafional  refourc^s 
to  divert  us  from  the  continued  famenefs  of  the 
fcene. 

Thus  equipped,  we  embarked  on  the 
morning  of  Wednefday  June  15,  from  the 
town  of  New  Amfterdam.  Unfortunately  on , 
proceeding  to  the  boat,  we  found  only  four 
negroes  on  board,  and  without  a  fifth,  to  adt 
as  timoneer,  we  muft  either  have  fuffered  the 
inconvenience  of  Ipfing  the  ufe  of  an  oar  by 
putting  one  of  the  four  flaves  to  the  helm,  or 
we  muft  have  been  fubjeded  to  the  annoy** 

B  »  3 


apce  of  being  always  expofed  to  the  rairi  ot 
the  fun,  by  taking  the  fteering  duty  ourfelves* 
In  this  dilemma,  I  blufli  to  fay  that  a  remedy 

• 

'was  found  in  the  expedient  of  half-^feducing, 
and  half-preffing  into  our  fervice  a  negro  who 
was  ftanding  in  idlenefs  at  the  landing  place. 
Our  crew  being  thus  completed,  we  ordered 
the  moft  intelligent  of  the  fort  negroes  to  at 
fume  the  poft  of  cockfwain,  and  putting  the 
others  to  the  oars,  took  our  departure  without 
having  decided  where  to  make  even  our  firft 
place  of  call.  Rich  eftates,  commodious 
houfes,  and  hofpitable  planters,  were  not  de- 
ficient about  this  part  of  the  river ;  and  as  we 
liad  adopted  the  principle  of  feeking  a  home, 
wherefoeyer  we  ftiould  find  it  moft  convenient. 
We  refigned  ourfelvcs  without  hefitation  to  the 

difcretion  of  the  flaves,  defiring  them  to  make 
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a  port  whenever  they  might  feel  themfelves 
fatigued,  or  ftipuld  find  the  tide  impede  thek: 
progrefs.  It  happened  that  they  took  us  on 
diore,  about  two  o'clock,  at  a  plantation  caUed 
'**  Het  Pleytanker/'  We  advanced  to  the  houfe 
Jans  ceremonie^  and  introduced  ourfelves  by 
bbferving  that  we  were  engaged  in  an  excur^ 
fion  up  the  river,  and  had  put  in  for  the  pur^ 
pofe  of  retting  the  flaves  j  and  of  learning 
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'wbere  we  might  conveniently  take  up  our 
quarters  for  the  night.  We  were  received 
with  great  hofpitality  by  M.  Deen,  the  mana- 
ger, who  infifted  upon  our  taking  dinner  b0*^ 
fore  we  proceeded  further.  At  table  we  met 
a  Dutch  gentleman,  named  Abbenfets,  who, 
on  learning  the  nature  of  our  expedition,  very^ 
cordially,  invited  us  to  accompany,  him  to  the^ 
plantation  "  Effendamv  where  he  was  ple2^fl^d 
to  fay  he  fliould  be  happy  to  accommodate  ua 
not  only  for  the  night,  but  for  the  marrow, 
and  as  long  as  we  could  make  it;  convenient  to 
give  him  our  Company.  We'  hailed  this  a?  a 
fortunate  rencontre,  not  merely  pn  account  of 
being  provided  with  a  honie  for  the  firft  night, 
but  as  it  augured  favorably  refpeding  tfeq 
hofpitality  we  might  require  at  the  yarious 
plantations  in  the  courfe  of  our  journeyl-TrWe 
partook  of  a  very  good  dinner  at  Het  Pley- 
tanker,  and,  foon  afterwards,  availing  ojurfelves 
of  the  tide,  accompanied  M,  Abbenfets  to  Efr 
fendam,  which  we  found  to  be  one  of  the 

•  '  *  •  •     . 

richeft  coffee  plantations  of  the  colony.  The 
houfe  befpeaks  the  value  of  the  eftate,  being  a 
fpacious  building,  and  fuperior  to  apy  we  had 
feen  in  Berbifche,  except  the  governor's  man- 
fioup   Nothing  could  exceed  the  kind  liberality 
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cf  M.  Abbenfets,     He  entertained  us  with  all 
the  cordiality  of  a  friend,  and  we  lamented  that 
from  fpcaking  a  different  language,  we  were 
deprived  of  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  (bcicty. 
M.  Abbenfets  knew   only  his  native  tongue, 
therefore,  in  converfing  with  him,  we  were 
obliged  to  fpeak  in  French  through  the  medium 
of  a  Mynheer  \V6hler,  a  Hanoverian  furgeon, 
to  whom  we  were  prefented  on  out  arrival  at 
Eflendam,  and  who,  very  obligingly,  undertook 
the  oflfice  of  interpreter  to  both  parties.     On 
account  of  my  being  a  medical  man,  and  having 
fome  little  knowledge  of  the  Dutch  language, 
M.  Wohler  addreffed  himfelf  moftly  to  me  in 
converfation  :  and,  as  a  profeffional  brother,  I 
was  likewife  honored  with  further  attentions, 
and  invited  to  accompany  him  in  a  ride  round 
the  cftate ;  for  which  purpofe  he  ordered  a  very 
excellent  horfe  to  be  faddled  and  brought  to 
the  door  j  accordingly,  leaving  the  other  gen- 
tlemen to  converfe  by  figns  with  M,  Abbenfets, 
we  made  the  tour,  not  only  of  Effendam,  but 
alfd  of  Sans  Souciy  the  adjoining  plantation 
under  the  management  of  M,  J.  Abbenfets, 
nephew  of  Mynheer  Abbenfets  of  Eflendam* 
Green  paths,   bordered  with  luxuriant  fruit 
tlfefes,  traverfe  thcfe  ^ftates  ^t  various  parts. 
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and,  together  with  forming  pleafant  rides,  girc 
a  general  air  of  neatnefs,  and  add  to  the  rich- 
nefs  conveyed  by  the  fertile  coffee  bu(hei 
which  fpread  the  fields^ 

On  our  arrival  at  Eflendam  we  were  fenr- 
ed  with  tea  and  coffee,  and  at  nine  o'clock  was 
fet  before  usahandfome  fuppcr  of  foup,  fowls, 
omlet,  and  many  other  good  things.  Madeira 
and  claret  were  amply  fupplied,  alfo  Hollands, 
bottled  fmall  beer  and  porten  At  eleven  wc 
went  to  our  hammocks,  congratulating  each 
other  on  the  fuccefs  of  pur  firft  day's  advea- 
ture. 


Our  intrufions  were  not  barely  permitted^ 
but  we  were  received  and  treated  with  the 
mod  unaffcGtcd  hofpitality,  and  in  the  kind  at«- 
tentions  of  thofe  we  vifited  we  could  difcover 
that  genuine  welcome^  which  fecks  to  make  the 
ftranger  feel  that  in  giving  his  company  an 
obligation  is  conferred — not  received^ 
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Author  and  his  comtadei.  leave  EJfendam,  Generous  anifriend'^^ 
ly  hofpitality  of  Mynheer  Jbhenfeis.  The  party  obtain  much 
ufefui  information  from  Mynheer  Schneider  refpe&ing  their 

,  journey.  Mynheer  Ahhenfets  and  Mynheer  Schneider  cofk* 
tribute  additional  fupjpHes  to  the  boat,  A  long  journey  to 
the  eft  ate  Vigilantie,     Heavy  toil  for  the  jlaves.     They  flop 

*  eccqfionally  and' plunge  into  the  river  to  refrefh  themfelves^ 
A  friendly  welcome  by  Mynheer  Maljled.  Author  vifits  the 
n^^^ro  yard  at  VigUantie.  L  prepnted  by  a  f^grs  to  bis, 
Jifter.  An  example  of  the  effeEl  of  jiavery,  Afingular 
mode  ofpunifhment,  The  party  leave  Vigilantie  •—  arriH/e 
at  the  old  town  of  Amfltrdam.  Viftt  Mynheer  —  le  vieu 
Fifcaly  and  Mynheer  Scholten.     JLe  vieu  Fifcal  canverfes  in 

Lat\n  —  p^ofejps  great  efteemfor  the  Engli/b,  —  is  violent Ij 

inimical  t^  the  Stadtholder. 

Bcrbifche. 

\v  EleftEffendam  early  the  following  morning, 
but  not  without  receiving  many  new  proofs  of 
the  friendly  hofpitality  of  Mynheer  Abbenfe^s, 
who  kindly  entreated  us  to  lengthen  our  pre- 
fent  vifit,  and  invited  us  to  make  his  houfe  our 
home,  and  remain  longer  with  him  on  our 
return.  In  all  the  generofity  of  his  charader 
he  ordered  fome  bottles  of  wine,  and  a  ftore 


379 

of  provifions  to  be  put  into  the  boat  for  our 
ufe,  en  route  ;  and,  likewife,  fupplied  the 
negroes  with  an  additional  ftock  of  Hollands  ^ 
and  of  plantains.  It  was  between  eight  and  nine 
o'clock  when  we  left  this  generous  ftranger. 
Accorjding  to  the  Dutch  cuftom,  coffee  had 
been  ferved  to  us  as  foon  as  we  rofe  from  our 
hammocks,  but  we  referved  ourfelves  for  a 
more  folid  breakfaft  at  our  next  place  of  call* 

This  was  at  one  of  the  fugar  plantations 
of  Mr.  Blair,'  on  the  borders  of  the  river, 
nearly  oppofite  to  Effendam.  Here  again 
warm  greetings  met  us  at  the  landing  place. 
M.  Schneider,'  who  has  the  management  of  the 
eftate,  received  us  with  a  moft  friendly  welcome; 
and  a  breakfaft  of  fowls,  eggs,  and  other  folids 
was,  prefently,  fet  before  us.  We  found  M. 
Schneider  a  very  intelligent  man,  and  acquired/ 
more  information  from  him  refpedling  our 
journey  than  from  ^ny  perfon  we  had  fecn.  He 
had  already  made  the  excurfion  we  were  en- 
gaged in,  and  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  we 
could  poffibly  have  it  in  our  power  to  follow 
him,  he  having  proceeded  to  the  diftance  of 
eight  hundred  miles  up  the  river.  But  he  was 
equipped  for  the  purpofe,  and  attended  by  a 
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party  of  Indians  as  condudors,  and  a  young 
Indian  girl,  who  had  refided  among  the  colo- 
dIIIs^  as  interpreter. 

The  tide  ferving  for  us  to  proceed,  we 
were  compelled  to  make  our  vifit  at  M. 
Schneider's  much  fhorter  than  we  could  have 
wiOied  J  we  therefore  had  barely  time  to  take 
cur  breakfaft,  and  accompany  the  intelligent 
manager  in  a  fhort  walk  about  the  plantation, 
in  order  to  fee  the  fugar  works,  fome  fine  trees 
of  the  mango,  and  a  young  plantation  of  the 
breadfruit.  At  lo  oMock  we  refumed  our 
feats  in  the  boat  when  M.  Schneider  kindly 
defired  to  contribute  to  our  (lore  fome  bread, 
and  fome  rum.  We  alfo  difcovered  that  he 
had  fent  on  board,  without  our  knowledge, half 
$L  dozen  bottles  of  very  fine  porter,  of  which 
he  had  obferved  us  to  partake,  with  great  eO; 
joyment,  at  our  fecond  breakfaft.  Inftrufted 
by  M.  Schneider,  we  were  to  make  our  next 
borne  at  the  eftate  Vlgilantie,  where  we  arrived 
at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening.  This  was  a  fe^ 
vere  day  for  our  flaves.  Indeed  they  were 
^xpo&d  to  far  more  of  labour  and  exertion 
than  we  fhould  have  required  of  them,  but 
itom  their  own  confent  to  the  propofal  of  M» 


38i 

Schneider  ;  who,  afluring  us  that  they  were 
fully  competent  to  the  journey,  afked  them  if 
they  could  row  to  Vigilantic  that  evening  ? 
They  replied  in  the  affirmative,  and  cheerfully 
executed  the  tafk,  arriving  in  high  fpirits,  and 
fmiling  when  we  alked  them  if  they  were  not 
fadly  tired.  But  we  had  not  felt  at  eafe  re- 
garding them,  throughout  the  day's  journey ; 
for,  except  the  fliort  time  we  remained  with 
M.  Schneider,  we  were  in  the  boat  from  half- 
paft  eight  in  the  morning  until  feven  in  the  . 
evening.  That  even  negroes  could  Cupport 
fo  many  hours  of  heavy  and  inceffant  labour  in 
fuch  a  climate  was  paft  our  conjedure.  The 
only  relief  they  required  was  to  reft,  occafion- 
ally  for  a  few  minutes,  upon  their  oars  ;•  at 
which  intervals,  although  extremely  heated^ 
and  bathed  in  perfpiration,  they  had  no.  fooner 
flopped,  than  they  plunged  from-  the  fide  of 
the  boat  into  the  river,  and  fwam  about  in  oV- 
der  to  cool  themfelves,  and  drive  away  fatigue. 
Hazardous  as  this  might  feem,  they  did  not 
fuffer  the  flighteft  inconvenience  from  it,  biit 
returned  to  their  oars  with  new  fpirit  and  vi- 
gour, feeling  more  refreflied,  and  more  delight- 
ed with  their  bathing  than  with  their  food. 
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tor  even  their  beloved  grog,  which   we  gave 
them  ia  very  plentiful  fuppiyi 

The  borders  of  the  river  offered  but  little 
to  arreft  our  attention  Or  to  gratify  our  curio* 
lity^  we  therefore  engaged  in  a'  rubber  at 
whifl,  which  we  contrived  to  play  upon  a 
board  placed,  from  window  to  window,  acrofs 
the  enclofed  part  of  the  boat.  But  for  this  re^ 
fource  and  our  books  we  fhould  have  fuffered 
more  fatigue  from  our  tedious  and  weari- 
fome  confinement,  in  the  boat,  thati  the  ne-* 
groes  did  from  the  heavier  labour  of  pulling  the 
oars. 

We  were  received  with  great  kindnefs,  and 
entertained  with  much  cordiality,  by  M.  Mai- 
fled,  but  unluckily  no  perfon  at  Vigilantie  un- 
derfloodany  other  than  the  Dutch  language; 
our  converfation  was  therefore  very  limited, 
being  carried  on  only  by  iigns  and  brok^ 
words.  The  tafk. of  interpreter  fell  to  the  lot 
pf  jour  friend,  and  you  would  have  been  highly 
diverted  could  you  have  feen  me  occupied 
throughout  the  evening  in  ftammering  forth 
a  few  words  of  bad  Dutch  to  ferve  all  purpofeg 
and  explain  for  all  parties. 
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Defirous  to  know  the  mode  of  life,  And 

« 

to  obferve  the  habitations  of  the  flares,  as  well 
as  of  their  mafters,  I  did  not  negle£fc  to  make 
vifits  to  the  different  negro  yards  at  oiir  vari- 
ous places  of  call.  Purfuant  to  this  cuftom, 
foon  after  my  arrival  at  Vigilantie,  I  took  with 
me  one  of  thehoufe  negroes,  as  condudlior, 
and  went  to  view  the  huts  of  the  flaves*  In 
one  of  them  my  ebon  guide,  with  gfeat  form, 
begged  to  introduce  me  to  a  very  fine  negrefs, 
who  he  faid  was  his  fifter.  I  dare  not  tell  you 
what  foft  overtures  were  made  by  this  young 
lady,  on  my  having  the  honor  of  being  prefent- 
ed  to  her.  The  tender  belles  of  your  London 
lobbies  could  not  have  ogled  in  graces  more 
intelligible.  To  convey  hints  of  kind  accom- 
modation, feemed  indeed  equally  the  objed 
of  brother  and  fiften  I  mention  this  fad  only 
tO;{]i6w  to  you  in  what  light  proftitution  1$ 
viewed  by  flaves-r-the  brother  would  feel 
honored  in  placing  the  pillow  for  his  fifter 
on  a  Backra  n^an^s  bed  ! 

In  my  walk  to  the  negro  yard  I  met  a 
jQave  who  appeared  under  a  peculiar  mode  of 
pu^ifhqaeDt,  being  compelled  to  wear  an  iron- 


collar  with  three  long  fpikes  of  \iron  projeS- 
log  from  it,  in  iharpened  points,  to  the  diftance 
tif  eight  or  ten  inches  from  his  perfoh.  What 
<:rime  had  led  to  this  ftrange  method  of  pu>- 
nifhment  I  did  not  learn.  The  poor  man  not 
only  fuffered  the  aqnoyance  of  moving  about, 
Joaded  with  this  heavy  collar,  but  he  was  cf- 
fcdually  prevented  from  lying  down,  and 
irom  approaching  near  to  any  perfon  without 
the  danger  of  injuring  him  with  th«  iliarp 
points  of  his  iron  yoke. 

The  houfe  at  Vigilkntie  was  very  inferi- 
or to  that  at  Effendam,  but  we  found  in  it  good 
fare,  and  an  honeft  welcome.     Fowls,  milk, 

4 

rice,  eggs  and  the  like,  were  fet  before;  us  for 
fuppqr  and  we  had  afterwards  fome  very  fine 
Hollands";  but  as  my  bad  Dutch  gave  no 
charms  to  converfatlon,  we  retired  at  an  eaily 
hour  to  our  hammocks. 

The  following  day  was  far  lefs  fatiguing 
to  us  J— although  equally  bufy  it  was  broken 
into  more  varied  fucce^ion.  We  went^nto 
the  boat  between  three  and  four  o'clock  ia^lbe 
morning,  in   order  to  avaU  ourfelvet  ofv^ 
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early  tide,  fo  as  to  reach  the  old  town  of 
Amfterdam  before  breakfaft.— We  accordingly- 
arrived  at  fevcn,  in  time  to  take  coffee  with 
Mynheer  —  le  vieu  fifcal,  with  whom  we 
afterwards  (hared  a  more  folid  breakfafl  a  la 
HoIIandoife.  Our  viiit  was  divided  between 
the  Jifcaly  and  the  do6tor^  (M.  Scholtcn,)  both 
of  whom  received  us  with  great  urbanity, 
and  invited  us  to  prolong  our  ftay  at  the  old 
town* 

The  fifcal  is  6 1  years  of  age,  and  ajs 
though  his  youthful  days  are  paft,  he  is  flill 
adive  and  alert.  He  walked  with  os  to  M. 
Scholten's,  and  the  different  parts  of  the  town, 
during  the  morning,  and  was  very  attentive 
and  facetious,  meaning  to  be  good  company-r-^ 
but  fadly  fatigued  us  with  an  inceflant  flow 
of  fenile  garrulity.  He  knew  but  little  French, 
and  akhougliL  more  fluent  in  Latin,  it  was 
neither  claflical,  nor  always  intelligible.  At 
^dinner  be:  took  his  glafs  rather  freely,  as  we 
.  lE^rwards  learned  was  his  top  common  cuf- 
ton).  He  aow  became  officious  and  trouble** 
ibme  in  his  attentions,  and  at  length  grew  ua-> 
l^eaiaot  9Xkd  querulous.    He  profeffed  a  bi|h 
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efteem  for  the  £ngli(h,  and  his  civilities  to  U6 
had  feemed  in  unifon  with  his  profe^ions. 
He  drank  bumpers  to  ^*  Geo.  III.  and  old  Eng- 
land/' but  on  the  health  of  the  Stadtholder  being 
given,  as  v^e  had  intended  in  complimentary 
return,  the  mafk  at  once  fell  oflf,  and  expofed 
him  in  the  full  character  of  a  modern  leveller. 
He  raved  and  fwoce,  called  himfelf  a  patriot, 
and  declared  that  he  was  the  jfr«i  friend  of 
Holland — adding,  "/  hope  again  to  fee  Batavia 
a  great  nation^  for  England  has  not  yet  con^ 

•  ■  •    -  • .        . 

^quered  all  the  world  /**  But  ftill,  in  [  loud 
raving,  and  with  ilrange  inconfiftenc^^  the 
jpodr  old  man  virould  drown  himfelf  iti  buibpers 
to  George  IIL  I-rlt  availed  nothing  telling  him 
that  His  Majefty  and  the  Stadtholdfi^  were 

"  friends :  he  would  get  drunk,  arid  fober  himildf 
again,  drinking  to  the  king  of  England-^but 
nothing,  he  pcrfiftedi  Ihould  ever  compel  him 
tdi  fwallow  a  dtop  to  the  health  of  the  f>rbice  of 
Orange.  His  nephew,  who  was  prefeitt,  w#s 
very  much  diftreffed,  and,  begging  us  to  accept 
apologies  from  him,  entreated  that  we^ vMpuld 
pardoa  the  ccmdufl:  of  his  uncle^  Whic^^  he 
attributed  to  the  kingly  humpcrs  he  had  tldfeo. 
We  could  only  regaril  his  efiufient  aji'the' 
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harmlefs  ravings  of  imbecility^  which  but 
ferved  to  verify  the  common  adage  : — before 
dinner  his  fentiments  were  difgnifed:  wine 
t^e  away  the  veil,  and  in  deep  drinking,  the 
intemperate  old  man  again  became  a  child, 
was  unguarded,  and  . . .  .Jpakc  the  truth  ! 


Mynheer   Scholten  chirtsrgien'tiuffcr   to  the  Dutch  troops^ 

Mdehme  Scholten  witty  and  facetious.     Author  referves  a 

fpecimen  of  humour  to  relate  to  his  friend  on  his  return  to 

England,  Old  town  of  Amflerdam*  A  party  of  India fUm  A 

.  party  of  manumitted  Negroes, .  Prtfiffion^of  furgeon*  barber 
not  extinB  in  the  Dutch  colonies.  Two  of  the  author's 
comrades  jhaved  by  a  chirurgo-to^/or^  whoft^ppofts  a  liatin 
converfation  upon  medical  and  other  fulfjedfs  during  ^  the- 
operation.^*  The  party  meet  Mynbifr  Fenner  at  Myn^ 
heer  &choltetis.  Accompany  him  to  the  eftate  Johanna^ 
On  arriving  are  prefented  to  Madame  Scholten  and  five 
othir  white  ladies* — Good  refembhnce   of  an  European 

]■   garden,  appearana  of  a  gang  ofjlaves  ginning  cotton  by 

candle  light. 

•       •     •         '■■ 

Berbifchc* 

jMyNHEEit  S^  not  fo  ad- 

vanced in  lifs^as  the  fifcal,  has  been  many  years 
In  the  colony^  bufily  emjfloyed  in  theprafticc 
ot  m^md&ii;  anda^ng  as  cbirurgten-iajtjor  to 

c  c  a 
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th6  tt^ps.  He  has  one  of  the  beft  houfes  in 
the  old  town,  and  all  about  it  wears  a  degree  of 
order,  befpeakirig  much  of  eafe  and  independ* 
cnce,  Madame  Scholten  appeared  to  be  a  fa« 
cctious  pleafant  woman.  We  took  tea  with 
her  after  leaving  the  angry  vieu  fifcal. 
She  converfed  in  good  French,  and  feemed 
inclined  to  wit  and  humour.  I  have  ftored 
for  you  fome  notes  upon  this  vifit,  and  upon 
a  Dutch  lady's  prefcription  for  a  gentleman  oa 
cbferving  him  bend  his  eye  towards  a  fine 
mulatto  girl,  which  may  fome  day  afford  you 
imufement  M.  Scholten  is  about  to  remove 
from  the  old  town  down  to  Nev/  Amflerdaoif 
fo  that  we  have  a  profpe^  of  feeing  this  fa- 
mily added  to  the  focjety  near  the  fort,whi(ih, 
in  .this  thinly  inhabited  fettlement,  will  be  a, 
great  acqulfition,   . 

Old  Amfterdam,  as  a  town,  has  little 
more  to  recommend  it,  than  New  Amfler- 
dam,  which  is  only  now  growing  into  exifl- 
cnce  :  and  the  latter,  with  regard  to  commerce, 
has  every  advantage  of  fituation  ; — while  the 

* 

former,  although  many  years  eftablifhed,  has 
no  fuperiority  to  claim  from  regular  flreets, 
liaadfome  doufes,  churches  or  other  public 

*8' 
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edifices.  We  were  indeed  conduced  to  one 
large  building,  but  it  was  more  commodiouis 
for  its  purpofe,  as  a  ftrong  ,built  ftore-houfe, 
than  it  was  ornamental  or  fplendid.  It  was 
ere£led  at  great  expence  by  the  Dutch  govern- 
ment, as  a  general  depot  of  ftores, — only  a 
few  years  before  it  was  determined  to  abandon 
the  old  town  j  and  by  this  event^it  is  rendered, 
in  a  great  degree,  ufelefs. 

In  our  walk  about  the  ftreets  we  met  with 
a  houfe  inhabited  only  by  Indians — alfo  one 
poffelTed  by  a  party  of  manumitted  negrq 
women.  Curiofity  led  us  into  both — the  lat* 
ter  appeared  the  cleaneHr  and  beft  ordered 
abode.  In  the  former,  the  family  were  lying 
or  fitting  about  in  liftlefs  indifference  heed- 
lefs  of  pafling  events  and  occurrences.  Wp 
purcbafed  from  them  fome  bows  and  arrows, 
and  other  fpecimens  of  Indian  workmanfhip* 
Among  the  ,  group  we  remarked  a  half-haked 
female,  whofe  face  and  form  were  very  beau* 
tiful ;  and  whofe  fine  long  jet-black  hair  ex- 
hil&ited  the  interefting  peculiarity  of  gently 
waving  from  the  lank  unyielding  flraightnefe 
fo  univerfally  obferved  in  the  lable  trefies  of 
the  natives  of  this  coaft. . 

c  C3 
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On  preparing;  our  perfons.  for  dinner  at 
the  vku  :fifcal*8, ,  we  had .  an  opportunity  of 
teniarkiog  that  the^ol4  profeffional  affociatioti. 
of  fui^on  and  barber  fo  long  pra^l^fed  m] 
England  wm  not  grown  obfolcte  among  the 
Butclu     One  of  our  party,  in  the  indolence, 
of  the  moment,  wiihing  to  avoid  the  trouble 
of  unbarbing  bis  own  chin,  fent  into  the  towi^ 
for  a  perfon  to  fhave  him.     Quickly  appeared 
tHe  hofpital-furgeon,  equipped  with  a  fef  pt 
cdiirurgical  inf^ruments  and  tonforic  apparatus. 
He  boWed  mod  rcfpeifJfully,  and  not  ungrace-r 
fully,  on  entering  the  room,  deB>aridingSn 
Latin,  which  of  us  it  was,  who  required  to 
undergo  the  operation.    Struck  with  his  addrefs 
and  the  formidable  appearance  of  his  c^fe  of 
inftruments,  we  imagined  that  the  (lave  who 
had  been  fent  to  fetch  tbe  barber  had  com- 
xnitted  fome  miftakc :  but,  on  alking  the  quet 
tion,  our  hero  of  thebrufh  inftantly  replied— 
^  Non^  domini !  Sum  chirurgo-tonfpr  /'*  then, 
difplaying    his   razor   and  bafon,  aflured  us 
that  he  was  more  attached  to  xht  operative^ 
than  to  th(s  other  branches  of  his.  profeflion^ 
Without  further  hefitation,    therefore^   two 
1>raTe  ofiicers  fubmitted  to  be  taken  by  the 
nofe,  and  underwent  tbe  operation^  with  much 
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eaf^  and  pleafantnefs,  from  the  dextrous  }iari4 
of  Mynheer  the  cbirurgthtonjor ;  who,  during 
the  whole  procefs,  converfed  fluently  in  Latioi 
upon  medical  and  various  other  fubje^s.  Hit 
education  had  been  liberal,  and  he  was  not 
devoid  of  information,,  cither  literary,  or  me- 
dical :  yet,  from  cuflom,  he  did  not  feem  to 
feel  any  fenfe  of  humiliation  in  ftooping  tq 
the  menial  office  of  fcraping  another  man'$ 
chin ! — Such  is  the  force  of  habit !  What 
would  ^ur  Englifh  knights  of  the  fcalpel  fay 
were  they  called  upon,  in  thefe  enlightene4 
days,  to  Jbave  even  the  moft  dignified  of  his 
niajefty*s  fubjcds  ? 


r  • 


It  was  within  our  plan  as  recommended 
by  M.  Malfted,  after  psdEng  thei  day  at  QJ4 
Amfterdam,  to  proceed  with  the  evening  tide 
to  the  eftate  Johanna*  We  therefore  held  it 
a  fortunate  cinfumftance  thAl  we  xoax  ^Itt^M^ 
Fenner,  at  M,  Scholten's,  %lio  was  frwn  ^hat 
eftate,  and  who  very  kindly  defiredbcq  ^J;)et)Ur 
conduddr  to  his  home,  an  ofier  wfavoikjlii^ 
moft  gladly  accepted;  We' din«i  at  t|]^e 
o'clock  at  the  old  fifcal'^i-  dlraodo  teai»!Httie«|f^ 
four  at  M.  Scholtcn-s ;  ^add  ib^ifite  iw^e>^ 
the  boat  oq  our  way  ttr  'Ji!Ai\iAfxKy^^tt9&Yar 

<:  ^J  jy^ !  'bnu  brtfi  Hon 
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ifrived  between  fix  and  /even.    Upon  enter^^ 
ing  the  houfe  ^we  were  presented  to  a  party  of 
fix  white  females,  Mrs.  Fenner  and  five  of  her 
friends.     Such  an  aflemblage  of  backra  ladies 
we  had  not  met  fince  our  arrival  in  South 
America :    but,  unhappily,    only  the  Dutch 
language  was  known  to  them,  which  prevent'^ 
fed  us  from  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  fo-^ 
ciety.     Johanna  alfo  afforded  other  marks  of 
European  refemblance,  which  are  not  common 
in  the  colonies,  fi!ich  as  an  excellent  garden  lai4 
out  and  cultivated  very  much  a  TAnglaife; 
and  in  the  fields  a  numerous  herd  of  cows 
and  oxen.     In  the  garden  we  faw  afparagus^ 
artichokes,  turnips,  cucumbers,  carrots,  French 
beans,  cabbages,  and  other  European  vegetables 
growing  in  all  the  health  and  vigour  of  i 
more  temperate  climate.    The  various  tropical 
productions  were  likewife  abundant.     Some 
of  the  walks  were  bordered  with  the  fragcant^ 
lime,   others   were  fhaded  with  the' grateful 
water-lemon,  or  the  grenadillo ;  and  a  general 
neatnefs,  with  an  unufual  freedom  from  weeds 
prevailed  throughout.    On  inquiry  we  learned 
that  this  welUmanaged  and  productive  gardsen 
was   cultivated   wholly  by  two  induftrious 
ilav^i  each  having  only  one  arm,  and  heuce 
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MnFenner  wkdly  obferved  that  the  labour 
of  one  negro  efFefted  it  all.  This  was  an  un- 
common example  of  indiiftry  in  flave^,  for 
fo  luxuriant  are  the  weeds  and  fo  rapid  the 
vegetation  in  this  climate,  that  it  is  always 
difficult  to  maintain  a  garden  in,  even,  toler-- 
able  neatnefs  of  appearance :  but,  here,  two 
fingle  armg  fubdued  the  obtrufive  weeds,  and 
kept  the  garden  in  far  better  order  than  many 
others  we  had  feen,  upon  which  the  time  and 
JaboUr  of  three  or  four  robuft  flaves  were 
conftantly  expended. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  evening  we  wer^ 
conduced  to  the  iqgis  to  fee  the  flaves  en- 
gaged at  their  iemployment  of  ginning  cotton. 
The  building  was  very  extenlive,  and  we 
were  led  by  way  of  a  gloomy  ftaircafe  to  the 
upper  ftory,  where  the  blacks  were  all  employ^ 
€d  in  one  deep  room  which  ran  through  the 
whole  length  of  the  logis,  and  which  fronj 
the  fcene  fuddenly  breakipg  upon  us,  create^ 
ftrong  ideas  of  the  regions  of  old  Pluto,  Thp 
ftairs  opened  at  one  end  of  the  long  building, 
and  the  eye  at  once  looked  down  ah  imme%- 
furable  depth  of  glimmering  darknefs,  through 
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which   was   obfcurely   fcen   a  multitude  of 
naked  black  beings  ;  either  at  reft  or  (kipping 
about  from  place  to  place,  without  our  being 
able  to  diftinguifli  what  they  were  doing  or 
how  employed.     As  we '  approached  nearer 
to  them,  we  found  them  to  be  a  gang  of  nc-* 
groes,  old  and  young,  rob\ift  and  feeble,  male 
and  female,  all  bufily  and  varioufly  occupied 
in  preparing  cotton,  by  the  aid  of  one  faiiit 
I%ht,  fufpended  in  the  centre  of  what  feenied 
an  interminable  darknefs.     Some  were  fitting 
ca  the  floor ;   fome  at  the  gianiqg  ^heela: 
fome  were  croUched  upon  their  haunches  j 
ikfa^rsf  (landing,    and   many  moving   aboutj 
cachftjaccordiiig  to  the  vafied  gmployment  of 
ginning,  of  beating  and  pulling,  ,c^  fetching 
and  carrying,  or  of  packing  the  cotton.   'Still 
we  faw  none  diftinSly,  not  even  thofe  im- 
mediately near  to  us ;  and  the  unufual  noife, 
the  various  movements  of  the  negroes,  the 
general  confufion  ofi^  thc-fcene,  and  the  fa- 
thomlefs  darknefs  of  the  place,  fo  powerfully 
called  to  mind  the  difmal  regions  of  queen 
Proferpine  and  her  grim  lord,  that  we  could 
not  diveft  ourfel ves  of  the  impreflion  :    amidft 
fome  faint  rays  of  light,  impenetrable  obfcu* 
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rity,  alfo  beings  black  and  hideous  were  be- 
fore us,  and  we  could  not  but  aflbciate  reality 
with  the  pidure. 

At  fuppcr-time  the  ufual  hofpitality  of 
the  colony  was  difplayed,  and  a  generous 
plenty  crowned  the  board.  A  party  of  thir- 
teen took  their  feats  at  table ;  where  a  lively 
feftivity  prevailed,  and  it  was  not  until  a  late 
hour  that  the  ladies  left  us  and  wq  retired 
to  our  hatnmdcks.  During  the  evening  Mr^ 
Fenner  very  obligingly  planned  an  improved 
variety  in  our  mode  of  travelling  for  the  next 
day,  by  pointing  out  to  us  a  nt^lv  road,  and 
providing  us  widi  all  the  requifitc  Aeans  for 
the  journey;  r    j. 
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The  party  adopt  a  tiew  mode  of  travelling  fuggejitdhy  Mynheer 
Fenner.  A  Dutch  mountain.  Alarm  excited  by  the  author 
and  bis  comrades  refpeBing  fhe  Bujh  Negroes^  in  the  ivoods. 
A  Wejl  India  ride  acrofs  the  foreft  and  wild  favannas* 
European  fcene  on  .approaching  the  eftate  Arends*  FrSm 
grant  path  leading  to  the  hou/e.  The  party  meet  a  polite  re^ 
cepiion  from  Mynheer  Pauels  :  dine  at  Arends  :  proceed 
in  the  evening  to  Myhneer  Heynemann^s  accompanied  by 
Mynheer  Pauels  and  Mynheer  Fenner.  Vifit  a  Dutch 
military  pofi  at  dn  angle  of  the  river  near  Arends*.  Myn» 
heer  Heynemanris  boufehgld* 


Bprbifche. 

•  \V  IB  rofe  at  feven  o'clock.  Coffee  'was 
brought  to  us  on  quitting  our  hammocks,  «n4 
at  nine  was  fet  before  us  a  more  fubftantial 
repaft.  Soon  afterwards  we  made  our  conge 
to  the  ladies,  and  took  our  departure  from 
Johanna.  We  croffed  the  river  in  a  boat  be- 
longing to  M.  Fenner,  the  nfegroes  having 
been  fent  on  with  ours  early  in  the  morning. 
To  our  furprife,  on  reaching  the  oppofite 
bank,  we  had  to  afcend  a  hill,  which  to  a 
Dutchman  might  have  feemed  a  mountain  ; 
and  on  arriving  at  the  fummit  of  this  elevated 
ihore  we  found  flaves  and  horfes,  equal  in 
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number  to  our  party,  in  readinefs  to  conduft 
us  to  Arends,  the  home  of  Mynheer  Pauels. 
The  diftance  was  much  fhorter  by  land  than 
by  water:  our  negroes,  therefore,  were  fent 
round  with  the  boat,  by  way  of  the  river,  in 
order  to  meet  us  in  the  evening ;  while  we 
proceeded,  on  horfeback,  acrofs  the  woods,  and 
favannas.  This  change  not  only  afforded  us 
a  pleafant  variety  in  our  mode  of  travelling, 
but  relieved  us  from  a  tedious  and  unintereft- 
ing  journey  in  the  boat*  The  firft  part  of 
our  ride  was  acrofs  a  wide  plain  bordered 
^uth  heavy  forefts,  and  exhibiting  all  the  rude- 
nefs  of  primitive  nature :  next  we  traverfed  the 
deep  woods,  by  way  of  a  narrow  path,  fol- 
lowing each  other,  fingly,  in  true  Indian  file  : 
then  we  efcaped,  again,  into  an  open  and  wild 
favanna,  more  varied  and  intcrefting  than  any 
uncultivated  fpot  we  had  feen  in  the  colony. 
As  we  were  trotting  behind  each  other  through 
the  ftill  (hades  of  the  foreft,  we  perceived 
that  .the  notes  of  our  converfation  became 
unufually  foft,  and  rumbled  in  gentle  murmurs 
amongft  the  trees.  Struck  with  this  unex- 
peded  charm  of  our  voices  we  were  induced 
to  found  the  huntfman's  call,  and  the  halloo  ! 
of  the  chace,  in  order  to  obferve  the  fweet- 
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aeft  of  the  echo*    But  we  quickly  difcovercd 

tbat^  however  muHcal  and  delighting  in  the 

domeftic  copA:6  of  England,  thefe  were  ca3k 

of  danger  in  the  deep  and  wild  woods  of 

Guiana !  Our  friendly  condu&or,  Mn  Feniiery 

inftantly  took  alarm/  and  begging  us  to  defiftt 

defired  that  we  would  uot.  oo»  apd.  be  ftill^ 

.1^  we  ibould  brings  down  the  Bufb-negroes 

.  to.our  path  i  who^  if  they  (hould  find  tbepi- 

:  f^stves  able  ta  overpower  us,  would  certainly 

like  oJiT  our  fcalps,  and  perhaps  not  leave  us 

ourcibeaddZ^ — ^Need  I  fay  that  we  obeyed^  and 
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Thft  accommodations  of  this  day's  jour- 
ney  were  quite  Weft  Indian^  each  had  a  flave 
running  at  his^hprfe's  fide,  or  holding  at  his 
tail  y  and  each  flave  was  loaded  either  with  a 
trunk  of  clothes  upon  his  head,  or  a  bottle  of 
Madeira  wine,  of  rum,  or  of  water  in  hb 
hand.  Imagine  to  yourfelf  the  pidure.  of  a 
party  of  Europeans  riding  through  the  lyild 
woods  and  favannas  of  Soutb  America^  with  a 
body  of  African  flaves  running  at  their  fide$, 
carrying  bottles  in  their  hands,  and  trunks  on 
their  heads,  and  you  will  have  a  corre^.^  idea 
of  our  travelling  group«    The  negro^  kept 
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pace  with  us  thPdtighdut  the'  whole:  of  the 
journey^  and  were  not  onljr  Jrt  hand  to  give 
us  drink  on  the  rottd,  but  ^^t  likewife  iqi 
readinefs  to  fupply  us  #itb  dry  clodist  xm  our 
arrival. 

At  the  diftance  of  about  nine  miles  from 
Johanila,  the  eftate  Ai^nds  fuddenly  opeaed 
to  our  vieW,  and  the  fcene  before  the  eye  be«* 
came  unufually  varied  and  European.  Iti  in 
fome'  degree,  reminded  us  of  old  England-*- 
a  circumftance  which  gave  it  4aKlditional  iq« 
tereft,  and  led  us  to  contemplate  it  with  Jt  kkul 
of  filial  refpe^t.  Looking  down  from  high 
land  we  faw,  below  us,  a  rich  plantation  of 
coffee,  cotton,  and  cocoa,  together  with  the 
houfe  and  home  of  M.  Paiiels,  On  deicend- 
ing  from  the  rude  plain  to  this  finely  cultured 
eftate,  our  road  was  continued  along  a  fragrant 
path  bordered  with  rows  of  oranges  and  piaes, 
which  lead  acrofs  the  plantation  up  to  the 
houfe. 

Our  reception  at  Arends  was  friendly  and 
cordial.  We  found  M.  Pauels  to  be  a  man  of 
liberal  education,  and  of  refined  manners. 
The  houfe  and  environsi  indeed  the  whole 
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■order  of  the  horae,  no  lefs  than  his  perfonal 
addrefs,  indicated  an  improved  and  cultivated 
-mind.  Our  vifit  at  Arends  was  fliorter  than 
■we  could  have  wiflied.  We  took  dinner  with 
M.  Pauels,  and  pafled  a  few  hours  fo  pleafantly 
as  to  regret  that  they  could  not  be  tenfold 
multiplied.  But,  as  we  were  anxious  to  reach 
the  utmoft  extent  of  our  journey,  and  as  the 
afternoon  tide  ferved  for  us  to  proceed,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  not  to  delay ;  and  the  more 
fo,  as  quilting  Arends  would  not  deprive  us 
J  of  the  focicty  of  M,  Pauels,  that  gentleman 
l^nd  M.  Fenner  having  promii'ed  to  accompany 
Wkii  throughout  the  next  ftage  of  our  journey. 
•  Accordingly  in  the  evening,  M.  PaueU, 
with  his  own  boat  and  (laves,  uodertook  to 
condua  the  party  to  M.  Heynemann's,  the 
remoteft  European  fettlement  of  the  colony. 
We  embarked  from  Arends  on  a  fmall  river 
or  creek, — which,  at  a  fiiort  diftance  from  M. 
Paiiels',  falls  into  the  great  river  Berbifche,  On 
the  point  of  land,  at  the  angle  formed  by  the 
two  ftreams,  is  a  fmall  battery,  and  an  old 
eftabliflied  military  poft,  which  is  ftill  kept  up 
by  a  Dutch  guard,  or  at  leaft  the  femblance  of 
it,  formed  of  a  few  antiquated  invaUds.  We 
called  to  request  of  them  to  tell  the  negroei 


Mp  werp  about  to  puft  with  pur  boat,  that  w<5 
were.  gpM  £rota  Avcnds ;  aad  to  dire^  them 
to  follow  11:6  XQ  M.  .Hejrjiepiann*^.  The  gi^ard 
feonfifted  6f  abopt  thirty  of  the  old  Dutdi 
foldiers  i  dearly  the  le^hole  j&f  who^  were  ift 
It  (late  of  ir^xiQaflox^i  aad  not  a  mah  at  hi^ 
jpjoft.  You  wlj  belieire  that  it  wa3  not  4 
ftation  of  high  importaac^.  lAdecidt  ott  ixc^ 
count  of  its  diitaACft  ffQta  the  (oaft,  it  ifeemoi 
only  calculated  toov^i^awe  <^he  fi^gro^s,  and  thf 
Indian^  of  the  yicinjtyi  c^r  to  afford  a  fort  xtf 
provifiQii  for  a  few  of  the  foldiers  who  had 
been  worn  out  in  £he  feriricei  While  on  ihorti 
at  thia  point  c^  land^  iare  faw  aa  x>ld  Ddtitch 
gentleinan,  a  teOdeot  at  the  battery,  who  had 
enjoyed  feVenty*4ix  ^ears  of  life,  and  was 
ftili  humorous  ^d  fp'rightly  as  in  his  youth. 
He  expreffed  htmfelf  delighted  to  fee  a  party 
of  Britifli  ofBcers,  and  .defired  we  might  hd 
told,  that  although  he  could  not  talk  ottr  Tanu 
gyiage,  he  could  eat  dnd  4rink  with  us  vcrf 
hj^artily^  if  we  wojuld  favor  liiiriL  with  our 
coQipany,  aiid  jftay  to  partake  of  hk  meal. 

The  journey  from  the  fort  to  M;  Heyntf^ 
mann'a  afforded  nothi&g  of  interefi  or  variety* 
The  fcenery  was  a  duUiamQne&  pf  ^Iver  and 
VOL,  li.  pa 
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foreft :  wood  and  water  ovetfprcad  by  hea- 
ven's wide  canopy,  were  all  that  met  the  eye* 
Wc  were  two  hours  and  a  half  in  the  boat, 
and  arrived  at  M.  Heynematln's  juft  as  it  wa$ 
-growing  dark :  thus  completing  the  journeyj 
irom  the  fugar  plantation  of  Mr.  Blair,  in 
<htee  days ;  although  we  had  been  told  at  the 
town  that  we  could  not  perform  it  in  lefs  than 
ten.  Moreover  we  had  effedled  it  with  the 
^eateft  eafe,  notwithftanding  our  hatvlng  been 
aifured,  by  feveral  perfons,  that  fuch  a  journey 
could  not  be  executed,  efpecially  in  the  wet 
feafon,  without  infinite  difSculty  and  fatigue^ 
even  if  at  all.  We  felt  it  Angularly  fortunate 
that  M.  Fenner  was  of  our  party  to  M.  Hey- 
nemann*s,  the  latter  gentleman  not  fpeaking 
any  language  but  his  native  Dutch,  and  it  beings 
from  him  that  we  expeded  to  acquire  a  great 
fund  of  information ;  as  well  regarding  the 
cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  Indians,  as  re<- 
fpeding  the  country  and  its  natural  produc- 
tions. He  had  been  chofen  king,  or  captain 
of  a  band  of  Indians,  and  having  refided  for 
many  years  among  them,  was  better  acquaint- 
ed with  their  habits  and  purfuits  than  any 
other  perfon  in  the  colony.  To  him  they 
brought  frequent  prefents  of  what  they  eftecm* 
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ied   rare   or   curious,  and  it  had  been  inti- 
tnated  to  us  that  he  had  accumulated  an  ex- 
tenfive   colle£kion   of  fpecimehs    in    natural 
hiftbry — alfo  of  Indian  implements  arid  appa- 
ratus.     We  found  a  number  of  Indian  men 
and  women,  living  in  the  hoiife  with  this  king 
of  the  diftrift.     He  had  alfd  a  gang  of  negro 
flaves }  fo  that  the  houfehold  confifted  of  a 
medley  of  white,  copper-coloured,  and  black 
inhabitants,  who  were  aflembled  in  this  re- 
mote corner,  from  three  different  quarters  of 
the  globe,  thfe  group  being  compofed  of  Eu- 
ropeans, Africans^  arid  native  Americans* 

The  day  had  be6n  fpent  in  buly  occupa- 
tion, we  therefore  went  to  our  hammocks  very 
foon  after  fupper,  in  order  to  reft  and  recruit 
ourfelves  for  the  next  day's  fatigues^ 
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:datt9r  oUains  an  early  eonverfation  with  M.  Heyttemiinn* 
Examines  Ms  coUe5Hon.  Mejprs.  Heynemann^  Panels^  anJ 
Fenner^s  plau^Jhr  the  party  f  the  remainder  of  the  encurjion* 
Literefting  day  at  Mr*  Heynemanrfs*  Indians  called  Bucks 
^^the  women  Buckeen.  Common  boiv.  and  arrow  of  the 
Indians.  Their  accuracy  in  ufing  them.  Fine  attitude  in 
fmllmg  the  hfw.  The  poifmed  arroiv  and  its  tube*  Am^ 
thor  and  two  of  his  comrades  proceed  to  Savonette.  One  of 
the  party  fuddenly  affUBed  with  a  malady  which  detains  him 
at  M.  Heynemann^s.  Vifit  to  an  Indian  hut  at  two  t^^chd 
in  the  morning.  Indian  method  ofjleeping*  Surprize  of 
Vandyke^  an  old  Dutch  foldier.  His  remark  concerning 
tie  indifpofition  of  an  Indian  wife.  Night  accommodation 
at  Savonette. 

Berbifche. 

Ujnwilling  to  waftc  more  of  mj  time  in 
fleep  than  was  abfolutely  niecdTary)  I  rofe  zl 
an  earlier  hour  than  my  comrades,  and  had 
the  opportunity  pf  infpefting  the  whole  of 
M,  Heyncmann's  colledioij,  before  breakfaft  j 
alfo  of  hearing  his  obfervations  and  remarks 
refpeding  the  Indians,  with  whom  he  had  long 
been  in  habits  of  intimate  afTociation.  At  break- 
faft  Meflrs,  Fenner,  Pauels,  and  Heynemann 
planned  our  journeying  for  the  two  or  threer 
fucceeding  days,  informing  us  that  we  nwghf 
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have  an  opportunity  of  feeing  numbers  of 
Indians  in  their  native  dwelling^^in  thecnvirons 
of  an  old  eftate,  called  Savonette,  about  twenty, 
miles  higher  up  the  river  j  and,  remarking  that 
according  to  the  plan  of  our  expedition,  we 
fhould  be  unable  to  proceed  further  with  any 
profpeft  of  comfort  or  gratification.  We 
could  not  opppfe  even  a  doubt  to  the  opinions 
of  chefe  gentlemen ;  therefore,  embracing  their 
propofal,  we  agreed  to  purfue  our  journey  to 
Savonette  with  the  evening  tide,  and  after . 
vifiting  an  Indian  village,  and  the  other  curi* 
ofities  of  the  fpot,  to  return  to  M.  Heyne- 
piann's. 

The  morning  was  pleafantly  fpent  in 
examining  the  colledion  of  Indian  curiofities, 
and  of  fpecimens  in  natural  hiftory ;  but  more 
efpecially  in  hearing  M.  Heynemann  relate 
his  adventures  among  the  Indians ;  whom  he 
termed  Bucks  and  Buckeen,  thefe  being  the 
names  commonly  given  to  them  in  the  colo- 
nies. We ,  were  alfo  amufed  by  feeing  M. 
Heynemann  and  one  of  the  Indians  fhoot  with 
the  common  bow  and  arrow  of  the  woods, 
and  blow  the  poifbned  arrow  at  a  mark  from 
^ts  tub^.     The  accuracy  of  the  BvickS|  io 
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ihooting  with  the  long  arrow,  and  in  blowing 
the  fhort  poifpned  one,  was  dcfcribed  to  us  a3 
being  minute  to  a  wonder.     The  qommon 
arrow  ufed  in  their  wars,  or  for  the  purpofe 
of  killing  game,  is  nearly  fix  feet  longt  made 
of  a  peculiarly  ftraight  and  fine  reed,  withput 
a  knot  or  inequality  in  its  whole  length,  and 
armed  a^  the  point  with  a  piece  of  fbarpeoed 
bone,  having  a  barb  at  one  fide.     At  the  fhafjt 
it  is  furniflied  at  each  fide  with  a  piece  of  cut 
feather,  in   order  to   fteady  it  in  its  flight. 
Sometimes  a  thin  piece  of  hard  wood,  (harpen- 
ed  at  the  point,  and  barbed  with  many  notchea, 
is  fattened  to  the  reed,  and  forms  the  end  of 
the  arrow  : — but  thofe  who  have  mixed  with 
the  colonifts^  for  the  moft  part  arm  the  arrow 
with  a  iharp  point  of  ftecl.     The  ai^row?  uCe4 
for  ftriking  fifh  are  forked,  having  three  fteo! 
points,  with  a  barb  neaif  the  end  of  each,  the 
middle  point  being  confiderably  longer  than 
thd  others.     The  bow  is  ufually  two  or  three 
inches  longer  than  the  arrow,  and  wheti  firung, 
is  not,  at  its  greateft  curvs^ture,  bent  more 
than  an  inch  and  half  from  the  cord.    Various 
,kinds   of  wood   are  ufed  for  .the  bows^  the 
moft  beautiful  of  which  is  called  letter-wood, 
.i  name  which  it  has  obtained  from  its  pecuUp 
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arly  marked  appearance,  being  richly  ittottled, 
M  if  flamed  by  art,  and  fomewhat  refemblittg 
the  (kin  of  a  fnake.  The  firing  is  made  of 
the  filk-grafs,  and  is  remarkably  ftroirg.  Ah 
Indian  will  hit  a  chicken  with  tolerable  cer^ 
tainty,  at  nearly  a  hundred  yards  diftance. 
He  is  very  particular  refpedling  his  arrow, 
and  examines  it  with  great  care,  in  order  to 
afcertain  that  it  be.perfedtly  ftraight,  before  he 
attempts  to  ufe  it.  The  attitude  of  a  naked 
Indian  in  pulling  his  bow,  is  highly  graceful, 
;jnd  exhibits  the  human  figure  to  great  advan- 
tage. I  have  fometimes  obferved  in  it  €o 
ftriking  a  difplay  of  a  well-made  mufcular 
form,  that  I  have  fancied  I  could  have  felt  a 
jregret  had  the  nakednefs  beetf  concealed  under 

^hich  it  was  prefented. 

■    •  *  ■  ^-  • 

The  arrow  which  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
poifonihg  is  made  of  alight  hard  wood.  It 
is  about  ten  or  twelve    inches  long,  and  of 

the  thicknefs  of  an  oat  ftraw.     It  is  blunt 

< 

at  one  end,  and  cut  to  a  fliarp  point  at  the 
other,  the  pointed  end  being  dipped  in  the  poi- 
fon.  The  manner  of  ufing  it  is  by  blowing  it 
from  a  cylindrical  tube,  about  feven  feet  ini 
length;    A  bit  of  cotton  is  lightly  put  in  at 
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0ne  end  of  the  tubcf,  the  ^rrow  id  dfopped  ii^ 
at  the  other  end^  and  falls  to  the  cotton ;  the 
%s  are  thien  ajpf^iied,  and  (he  arrow  is  forced 
forward  by  a  fudden  pufF^Ar  coop  of  th?  breathy 
and  is  thu^  fiiot  to  the  diftance  of  ^ght  or  te^ 
yardi  with  fqrpri/mg  accuracy.  So  expert 
anre  fome  of  the  Bucks  in  the  ufe  of  this  tube« 
that  at  twelve  or  fourteeii  feet,  they  will  almoft 
td  a  certaitity  ftrike  the  arrow  upon  the  edge 
pf  a  penknife  ftuck  on  the  back  of  a  chatir^ 
The  tube  19  made  of  a  fpecies  of  T^ed,  and 
they  are  very  careful  in  preferving  it.  Indeed 
ftotn  the  difficulty  of  finding  the  reed  perfc^ly 
il^aight,  a  good  tube  becomes  highly  valuable 
|a  them,  and  its  value  is  further  enhanced  by 
a  fuperftition  which  prevails  an^oog  them  re^ 
garding  the  cutting  of  the  rerf.  It  comfbonly 
grows  in  wet  places,  or  wide  ftagnant  marfhes  ; 
iind  fuperftition  has  fiatioAed  an  evil  fj^irit  toi 
defedd  it^  whence  th«  Iildians  hav^  the  appfre^ 
heiifion  that  foche  ill  xtmft;  befall  him  whof 
ventured  ih  to  cut  the  reed.  This  weakoeia^ 
hds  probably  originated  frofti  fome  of  thein 
having  beeft  injured  by  alligators  or  fe^petuei 
*-evil-beitigs  which  commonly  inhabit  fuch* 
Hke  places* 
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We  alked  many  qucftioos  rcfpeSing  the 
poifou  ufed  upon  the  arrows,  but  M-  Heyne- 
mann  did  not  feem  to  have  poireiTcd  himfeK 
of  the  fecret^  He  dcfcribed  it  as  a  campound 
of  the  juices  of  three  different  plants ;  but  he 
did  not  feem  to  hgive  corrccStly  afcertaincd  the 
mode  of  preparing  it ;  nor  do  we  learn  that 
it  has  ever  been  prepared  by  any  European  ; 
although  fpme  travellers  have  defcribed  it  with 
a  degree  of  prpcifion,  which  might  feem  tp 
imply  a  full  and  correA  knowledge  of  hs  com* 
pofition.  It  i^  a  vegetable  extraft,  and  we  arft 
informed  that  it  is  undoubtedly  prepared  from 
fcveral  plants,  fomctimes  more,  and  fom^timcs 
lefs  in  number,  hut  whether  in  either  cafe,  all 
that  are  ufed  ^rc  neccffary  to  the  efficacy  .of 
the  poifoa  is  a  dubious  cjueftion.  Its  fatal 
efieds  are  certain  and  almoft  inftantaneoos, 
provided  the  minutcft  particle  of  it  mixes 
with  the  bloods— You  silready  know  that  V 
quantity  of  this  poifon  has  been  carried  to. 
England,  and  that  experiments  made  with  it 
in  London,  have  proved  the  certainty  aad[ 
rapidity  with  which  it  deftroys  animal  life. 

M.  H6yi)cmartn  gave  us  a  plentiful  4ich 
Her,  and  fwe^tened  its  flavour  with  an  unaf- 
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'fi^df  d  welcomed  He  cxprefled  himfclf  mucl^ 
gratified  that  we  had  made  fo  long  a  journey 
to  vifit  him,  and  confirmed  his  profeflians  by 
his  friendly  condudl,  and  hU  bounty  in  entei>- 
tainiog  us.  In  the  afternoon  we  loft  our  kind 
condu(3:ors,  M.  Panels,  and  M.  Fenner,  who 
left  us  in  order  to  return  to  their  refpe<aiip^ 
homes,  but  not  until  they  had  earneftly  en- 
joined us  to  repeat  our  vifits  at  Arends,  and  at 
Johanna,  on  our  return.  Being  thus  deprived 
of  our  friendly  interpreters,  M.  Heynemann 
fought  to  remedy  the  evil  by  calling  to  our 
aid  an  old  nonrcommiflioned  officer,  who  had 
acquired  a  Icnowledge  of  our  language,  from 
having  been  in  the  Englifh  fervice  during  the 
American  war.  Attended  by  this  old  foldier, 
we  fet  off  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening  for 
Savonette,  the  late  home  of  M.  Heynemann, 
where  he  had  long  refided  amidft  whole  tribe§ 
of  Indiatns,  and  received  honors  as  their  captain 
or  chief*  Under  his  diredtion,  many .  of 
them  had  be^n  taught  to  labour,  and  althofugt 
iwithout  much  of  induftry,  the  plantation  Savo- 
nette had  been  cultivated  principally  by  thit 
Bucks.  Studious  to  promote  our  comfort,  the 
generous  Heynemann  had  put  into  our  boat 
fome  food,  drink,  candles,  and  other  nec6:& 
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UrUs  for  the  journey.  One  of  our  party 
being  feized  with  a  fit  of  afFedtion  for  a  i)xindr 
Jhmc  Indian  fpecim^n  which  he  had  feen, 
pleaded ^(:iy2^,  and  declined  proceeding  yvHli 
us  to  Savpnette :  but  thp  ipajor  domo  happea* 
ing  to  difcover  the  nature  of  his  complaint, 
pleaded  in  his  turn  the  neceffity  of  attending 
theftck^  and  remained  behind  likewife,  In  erder 
toadmin^ftex  the;  kind  ofljces  pf  hoffltality* 

The  efFeft  pf  the  tide,  fo  far  from  the  fea^ 
wag  very  inconfiderable,  and  fcarcely  fufficed 
to  countera(9:  the  current  of  the  river,  hence 
this  ftage  of  our  jpurneybqcame  a  heavy  labour 
tp  th(2  flay es.  The  day  foon  clofed  in,  and, 
being  enyeloped  on  each  fide  by  the  impene- 
trable gloom  pf  the  forefts,  we  flowly  ftolc 
along  the  limpid  furface,  amidft  all  the  folema 
ftillnefs  of  night*  It  was  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  when  we  reached  the  Indian  planta- 
tion, (if  fo  I  may  term)  Savqnette,  having  been 
nearly  eight  hours  in  th^  boat,  land  much  of 
the  time,  in  the  dark.  This  wa$  a  fadly  tedi- 
ous fittipg;but  we  were  io  fome  degree  relieve^ 
from  the  fatigue  of  it,  by  lighting  a  candle, 
and  amufing  ourfelvcs,  part  of  the  ti«ie,  wjth 
9ur  cards  and  books* 
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Wc  regretted  the  latenefs  of  our  arrival 
the  lefs,  on  account  of  its  afibrding  us  an  op^ 
portunity  of  feeing  fotne  of  the  Indians  as  they 
were  fleeping  in  their  hammocks,  and  obferv* 
ing  their  manner  of  difpofing  themfelves  to 
reft  for  ^he  night. 

On  quitting  the  boat,  we  afcended  what,, 
in  this  country,  might  bp  called  a  hill,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  houfe  formerly  occupied  by  M, 
Heynchiann,  which  is  fituated  upon  a  more 
found  and  dry  foil  than  is  common  on  the 
Iwrders  of  this  river/.  Near  to  the  water  was 
an  Indian  hut,  built  like  the  open  iheds  d 
England,  the  roof  only  being  covered  in,  and 
the  {ides  left  entirely  open,  Defirous  of  wit- 
neffing  their  mode  qf  fleeping  i\\  their  native 
dwellings,  we  made  no  calculations  of  peril,  oq 
the  fcorc  of  unexpefledlydiftmrbingtheferudc 
inhabitants  of  the  woods  in  the  night;  but 
without  hefitation,  entered  the  houfe,  and  ad-> 
vanced  with  our  light  cloie  up  to  their  ham- 
mocks. '  In  the  middle  of  the  hut  was  burn-f 
ing  a  fmall  fire  of  wood,  immediately  ovpr 
which  were  fufpended  three  hammocks,  made 
pf  the  bark  of  a  tree,  and  open  like  net- work. 
Two  were  placed  abreaft  very  near  to  the  fire,, 
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ahd  the  third  direfltly  aboyethe  others,     til 
one  of  the  l^wer  was  lying  a   naked  Indian 
man :  over  the  fides  of  the  other  were  hanging 
feveral  legs  and  arms,  and  two  heads,  whicb 
we  difcovere.d  to  belong  to  a  boy  and  a  wo-^ 
man,  who  were  lying  naked   together  in  tlwi 
fame  hammock  :  in  the  upper  one  was  ano- 
ther  man  with  his  long  legs  hanging  outj  foli* 
citing  his  fhare  of  influence  from  the  fire  be- 
low.   But,  from  the  fides  of  the  hut  being  left 
open  to  the  breete,  it  was  manifcft  that  the 
objcft  of  the  fire,  was  rather  to  proteft  tbem 
from  in  feds,  than  to  add  to  the  heat  of  this 
almoft  equatorial  climate.     We  rambled  about 
until  3  o^clock,  availing  ourfelves  of  this  mo- 
ment of  unexpeded  vifitation,  to  gratify  our 
curiofity  with  all  the  variety  in  our  reach^ 
We  looked  into  every  hut  we  met  with,  and 
obferved  the  above  to  be  the  common  mode 
of  taking  reft  for  the  night,     it  was  matter  of 
furprife  to  us  to  find  how  little  thefe  people 
of  the  woods  were  incommoded  by  our  fud-« 
den  and  nodurnal  appearance  among  them^ 
They  exprefled  no  concern  at  our  prefence^ 
nor  evinced  the  flighteft  apprehenfion  or  curio- 
fity regarding  us.     Not  fo  with  Vandyke,   a 
hardy  old  Dutch  foldier^  whom  M.  Heyne-^ 
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^ann  had  ftationed  at  Savonette,  as  a  kind  of 
snaiiager,  and  deputy  poft-holder,  in  order  to 
take  charge  of  the  eilate,  and  maintain  a  friend- 
ly intercourfe  with  the  naked  inhabitants  of 
the  woods*     This  man^  like  the  Bucks  them* 
felyes,  was  living  almoft  in  a  date  of  nature* 
The  natives  of  the  foreft  were  his  only  com-^. 
panions,  and  from  fome  of  his  habits^  it  might 
baveieemed  that,  in  their  fociety,  he  had  for- 
gotten the  duties  of  civilization :  Yet^  in  his 
general  condud^he  was  attentive  and  refpedlful^ 
and  appeared  to  poffefs  the  foft  feelings  of  hu- 
manity.    No  European  lived  nearfer  to  hint 
than  at  M.  Heynfemann's,  and  the  few  who 
tefided  there  he  feldom  faw  j  nothing  therefore 
eould  exceed  his  furprize,  on  waking  in  the 
dead  of  the  night,  and  finding  a  party  of  offi- 
cers, armed,  and  in  fcarlet  uniform,  ftanding 
at  his  bedfide.     You  will  imagine  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  he  gave  credit  to  his  fenfes,  or 
believed  that  he  was  actually  awake.  Although 
I  carefully  remarked  the   expreffion  of  his 
countenance,  his  incoherent  replies,  and  all 
his  agitated  movements,  you  will  better  con- 
ceive the  effeft  of  fuch  a  vifit  upon  his  mind 
than  it  is  poffible  for  my  pen  to  defcribe  it* 
Vandyke's  bed,  like  the  couch  of  the  Indians, 
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^as  a  Rmple  hammock  ;  and  only  difiewi 
from  theirs,  in  bdng  made  df  cotton  inftead  of 
the  bark  of  a  tree.  In  another  hammock  clofe 
at  his  flde^  was  lyiiig  a  naked  Indian  wooian^ 
whom  he  had  feleded  from  the  woods  as  his 
wife.  She  appeared  to  be  ill,  aiid  we  were 
led  to  afk  fome  queftions  regarding  the  itlMAS 
of  procuring  her  medical  relief^  when  Vandykcf^ 
with  an  air  of  nonchalance,  inftantly  replied^ 
**  Och  !  als  zy  ziek  is,  moet  ik  eene  andere  heb* 
ben,**  which  njay  be  thus  tranflated,  **  when 
fhe  grows  fick,  I  turn  her  into  the  woods  and 
take  another." 

Vandyke  was  too  much  aftonifhed  at  our 
linexpeded  appearance^  as  well  as  too  much  a 
foldier,  to  remain  quietly  in  his  hammock^ 
while  he  faw  a  party  of  oflBcers  unprovided  j  he 
therefore  very  quickly  rofe,  and,  conducting 
us  to  the  beft  room  he  had,  fet  before  us  fuch 
fare,  as  his  fcanty  means  enabled  him  to  col- 
le<St,  and  kindly  bade  us  welcome;  then 
pointed  out  to  us  fome  hooks,  whereon  to 
fufpend  our  hammocks  for  the  remainder  of 
the  night.  Our  chamber  very  much  refem- 
bled  an  old  barn.  The  repaft  prefeated  by 
Vandyke  was  Caflada  bread,  witU  Hollands 


4t6 

Hbtl  waiter :  but  the  horpitalitj  of  M.  licyiM^ 
raann  had  prevented  us  from  being  thrown  up-^ 
oa  the  humble  fare  of  Savonette— compared 
to  which  our  boat  was  a  luxurious  larder. 

The  convenience  of  hammocks  was, 
jwvet  greater^ ,  nor  more  ftriking  than  upon 
this  occafion.  In  fuch  an  apartment  beds  or 
inattircfies  had  been  objeds  of  terror  to  us,  but 
fuipe&ded  in  our  hammocks,  we  lay.  in  com- 
fort/ bidding  defiance  to  lizards,  vetmin^ 
thick  cobwebs,  dirt  and  all  other  annoyances; 
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jintidpated  gratification  rohs  the  author  of  reft.  Senfattons  on 
looking  out  at  the  door  of  Savonette  early  in  the  mornings 
Viftt  to  an  Indian  village  in  the  woods.  Scenery  on  ehtir-- 
ing  the  foreft.  Reflexions  on  approaching  the  village* 
Vandyke  enfuref  the  party  a  civil  reception.  No  ceremony ' 
chferved.  Author  and  his  comrades  minutely  examine  all 
around  them.  '  Bucks  abfent.  Buckeen  employed  preparing 
cajfada.  Curio/ity  not  reciprocal.  The  party  procure  fped* 
mens  of  animals y  implements  and  utenftU.  The  laha.  An 
example  of  natural  affeBion  in  the  wild  woods.  A  further 
example  of  the  fame.  Food  ufed  by  the  Indians.  Manner 
of  preparing  it.  Indolence  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  <vobds* 
Cajfada  their  ^^  Jiaff  of  life.^  Pepper-pot  ofcrahs^  and  la^^ 
ha.  The  Armadillo.  StruBure  of  the  Indian  huts.  Author 
exprejps  a  hope  of  Jhewing  fhe  model  of  one  to  his  friend 
fome  day  in  England.  Temple  of  incantation.  Super^ 
Jlition  of  the  Indiafis  rej^ecling  difeafe.  Hot  or  va" 
pour  bath.  Scenery  round  the  forejl  village.  An  im-^ 
menfe  tree  of  the  Tonquin  bean.  Concerning  other  trees 
in  the  woods  of  Guiana.  A  Kiwihij  and  other  Jpeci mens 
prefented  by  Vandyke  :  Wnter-lemons^^'^by  the  Indians.  Mi^ 
titary  honors.  Echo  through  the  deep  foreji.  Author  and 
his  comrades  return  to  Mynheer  Heynemann^s^  and  to 
Arends. 

Berbifchc. 

jlLager  anticipation  tracing   In  ray  mind  all 
that  we  were  to  fee,  hear,  and  acquire  at  Sa*- 
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vohcttc,  I  had  fcarcely  clofcd  my  eyes  before  it 
was  time  again  to  ojJen  them.  The  period  al- 
lowed to  us,  by  the  arrangements  of  Meflrs. 
Heynemann,  Fenner  and  Pauels,  was  very  li- 
mited ;  fearing,  therefore,  to  lofe  the  fmalleft 
portion  of  the  allotted  hours,  I  was  again  up 
and  abroad  before  my  companions.  Stepping 
out  at  the  door  I  gazed  around  me,  and  wifli- 
ing  for  a  thoufand  eyes  and  ears,  looked  on 
every  objedi,  and  liftened  to  every  found.  It 
was  7  o'clock. — Vandyke  had  rifen  with  the 
fun,  and  now  came  to  offer  himfelf  to  our 
command.  Our  non-commiflioned  interpre- 
ter was  alfo  ready,  and  obedient  to  our  will. 
As  foon  therefore  as  my  comrades  left  their 
hammocks,  we  took  our  breakfafts  of  coffee  and 
cafTada  bread  ;  and,  without  further  delay,  fet 
forth  into  the  woods,  in  fearch  of  the  Indian 
town ; — to  vifit  which  was  the  great  obje£tof 
our  journey  to  Savonette.  We  were  quite  a 
military  body,  having,  in  our  party,  captain, 
fubaltern,  non-commiflioned  officer  and  pri- 
vate :  aye  !  you  willTay,  and  attended  by  thei 
dodor  too  ! 

Entering  the  foreft,  the  firft  thing   that 
attra^ed  our  notice  was  aclufter  of  wild  pines. 
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growing  ten  or  twelve  feet  high*  Our  path 
was  good.  Although  pleafantly  fhad^d  at 
each  fide,  it  was  not  fo  narrow  as  to  confine 
us  to  the  ufiial  Indian  file.  It  more  refembled 
the  open  ridings  which  embellifli  the  woods  of 
England.  The  fcene  was  new.  Every  objedfc 
created  a  lively  intereft.  Expectation  was 
ardent ;  and  curiofity  on  the  point  of  being 
gratified.  I  cannot  tell  you  the  fenfations  we 
experienced  during  this  walk  of  nearly  a  mile^ 
The  gnomes  and  fylphs  of  ethereal  regions 
could  not  have  journied  with  lefs  fatigue.  -AH 
was  mind.  The  bufy  foul  feemed  releafed 
from  its  fluggifti  clay  ;  and  the  heavy  clog  of 
body  was  no  longer  an  incumbrance.  We  were 
about  to  contemplate  what  we  might  never 
behold  again — a  novelty  peculiarly  exquifite, 
and  of  more  than  common  intereft,.  for  .  .  . .  ♦ 
it  attached  to  our  fpecies  !  All  that  concerns 
the  habits  and  comfort  of  man,  I  always  re- 
gard with  high  veneration.  In  whatever  re- 
lates to  our  nature,  I  feel  a  glowing  fympathy ; 
and  I  affeftionate  the  whole  human  race  in 
ever)rftate  and  ftation.  In  what  we  differ 
an4  in  what  refemble  each  other,  are  queftions 
of  more  than  ordinary  curiofity — queftions 
that  ftrike  upon  my  mind  with   uncommon 
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influence.  Whatever  tends  to  ftrengthen  the 
connexion  between  man  and  man  ;  to  im- 
prove our  being,  and  increafe  the  general  hap- 
pinefs  of  my  fellow  creatures,  I  regard  with 
an  attachment  bordering  upon  enthufiafm.  I 
feel  that  in  the  great  fcale  of  creation  we  all 
are  men  and  brothers.  The  little  varieties  i(i 
the  habits  of  fome,  and  the  different  fhades  of 
colour- in  others,  in  no  degree  alienate  the  af- 
fedion  I  bear  them,  as  individual^  of  the  fame 
fecial  race  to  which  I  belong.  Situation  and 
circumftance  may  have  held  us  feparate,  and 
have  led  to  diflferent  cuftoms  and  purfuits  :  but 
in  nature,  we  are  ftill  the  fame  j  whether  we 
tread  the  globe  in  one  quarter  or  another ; 
whether  rude  or  refined  ;  w.hether  pampered 
with  luxury  in  the  towered  cities  of  Europe  ; 
or  fed  with  more  fimple  fare  in  the  wild  forcfts 
of  America ! 

With  my  mind  thus  occupied,  I  was 
among  the  foremoft  of  the  train,  on  our  way 
to  the  Indian  town.  Feeling  anxious  to  avoid 
every  poflfible  caufe  of  offence,  we  begged  of 
Vandyke  to  inftruft  us  in  fuch  rules  of  cour 
dudl,  as  it  might  be  proper  to  obferve  towards 
the  naked  tribe ; .  but  he  did  qiot  confider  any 
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precautions  neceflary  :  being  himfelf  familiar 
with  thefe  natives  of  the  woods,  he  left  us  to 
our  own  difcretion,  and  affured  us  a  civil,  if  not 
a  polite  reception.  On  our  arrival  he  at  once 
led  us  into  the  fimple  ftruftures,  ufed  for 
houfes.  No  ceremony  was  obferved  :  neither 
rapping  at  the  door,  nor  ringing  at  the  bell 
was  required.  "  Parlez  au  Suifle"  offered  no 
impediment  nor  delay.  Vandyke  advanced, 
and  the  party  was  at  once  amidft  the  family/ 
You  will  believe  that  t)ur  curiofity  was  adive.  , 
Not  a  houfe,  a  hut,  nor  a  hammock  efcapcd  us. 
The  multiplied  vifion  of  all-prying  Argus  could 
not  have  accompli(hed  more.  Not  an  article 
of  furniture,  not  an  implement,  nor  utenfil ; 
not  a  ftep  of  ground  j  nor  a  movement,  nor 
look  of  any  inhabitant  was  difregarded.  We 
hunted  through  every  corner  and  place,  taking 
up  fome  things  in  our  hands,  eying  others,  and 
affailing  Vandyke  with  queftions  concerning 
all.  The  Bucks  were  gone  into  the  foreft  to 
cut  wood,  the  Buckeeji  and  their  children 
beingrleft  at  home.  Moft  of  the  women  were 
occupied  in  one  ftep  or  other  of  the  procefs  of 
preparing  thepoifonous  cafladainto  food.  We 
were  anxious  to  fee  them  in  their  different 
employments,  and,  therefore,  haftened  fropi 
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hut  to  hut  In  the  idea  of  coming  upon  thcm^ 
before  their  occupations  were  interrupted  by 
the  curiofity  which  we  thought  it  probable 
might  be  excited  from  the  unexpeded  arrival  of 
a  party  of  clothed  ftrangers  among  them.  But 
on  this  head  we  need  have  had  no  anxiety.  Not 
an  individual  fufFered  any  interruption  from  ' 
our  prefence.  The  curiofity,  by  which  we 
were  aduated^  was  in  no  degree  reciprocal ;  for 
fcarcely  did  any  one  take  the  trouble  even  to 
look  towards  us  !  We  pafled  through  their 
huts,  and  around  their  perfons,  in  a  manner 
unnoticed  j  and  they  continued  at  work,  or 
unemployed,  precifely  as  we  found  them ! 
Whether  on  their  legs,  whether  ftated  or  ly- 
ing in  their  hammocks,  fo  they  remained,  no 
obfervable  change  being  induced  by  our  vifit. 

Added  to  the  gratification  of  our  curiofi- 
ty  it  was  in  part  our  objedHto  colleft  fpecimens 
of  natural  produdion,  or  of  Indian  workman- 
ihlp.  We  accordingly  procured  a  varied 
aflemblage,  in  which  was  a  fmall  and  very 
beautiful  little  animal  called  the  Lion  monkey ; 
alfo  a  Laba,  whofe  flefh  Is  efteemed  the  moft 
delicious  food  of  the  country.  lu  appearance 
this  animal  fomewbat  refembles  the  hare,  but 


423 

its  meat  approaches  nearer  to  a  mixed  flavour 
of  the  hare,  and  of  very  delicate  pork.  It  is 
dreflfcd  without  cafing ;  the  Ikin  being  con- 
fidered  the  moft  favorite  part  of  the  dilh. 
This  is  very  thick,  and  in  cooking  becomes 
gelatinous,  like  the  calves  head,  or  turtle.  The 
Indians  fcald  off  the  hair  or  fur,  then  cut  the 
animal  in  pieces,  and  ftew  it  in  caffada  juice, 
feafoning  it  very  high  v^ith  capficum.  Thus 
prepared,  it  is  truly  delicious,  and  if  it  could 
be  had  in  London,  might  form  a  difh  not 
unworthy  the  notice  of  a  manfion-houfe 
purveyor. 

Many  fine  bows  and  arrows  were  among 
the  colledion  we  procured  at  this  foreft  village. 
In  one  of  the  huts  my  eye  was  caught  by  a 
fmall  bow  and  arrow,  which  appeared  to  be 
extremely  delicate,  of  exquifite  workmanfhip, 
and  by  far  the  lineft  fpecimeii  of  the  kind  wc 
had  met  with.  I  immediately  formed  a  \trifli 
to  (hew  them  to  my  friends  in  England  ;  and, 
taking  them  into  my-hand,  refolved  to  make 
the  purchafe,  whatever  value  might  be  fixed 
upon  them.  But  I  was  difappointed  by  an 
unexpefted  circumftajnce,  which  very  much 
intereiled  my  feelings,  and  which  I  ihali  ever 
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remember  with  pleafare.     Holding  the  bow  > 
and  arrow  to  the  naked  womaa  of  the  houfe, 
I  was  about  to  offer  money,  my  pocket  hand- 
kerchief, or  my  neckcloth  in  exchange  for. 
them;    when  a  little  copperrfkinned  urchin, 
almoft:  covered  with  long  black  hair,  broke, 
out  in  fuch  piteous  bewailings,  that  (although  to .. 
have  had  the  bow  and  arrow,I  would  have  given 
almoft  any  article  of  my  apparel)  I  was  at  once, 
diverted  from  everythought  of  poffeffiog  them, 
J  felt  that  no  terms  could  induce  me. to  takc> 
them^  if  at  the   expence.of  the   tears^  andi 
broken-hearted    lamentations    of    the  young » 
archer  to  whom  they  belonged.     Still  1  own 
t|rat  Iwas  cruel  enough  to  prolong  the  little 
rogue's   cries   and  fears,    by  an   experiment  ^ 
upon  the  feelings  of  the  mother.     I  wifhed 
toafcertain  the  fentiments  of  an  inhabitant  of  ■ 
the  rude  foreft  upon  fuch  an  occafion  ;    and 
to  obferve  what  would  be  the  condudb  exhi- 
bited under  the  circumftances  of  a  Ton's  dit- 
ti^fs  ;    I,  therefore,  feemingly,  perfevered  in , 
my  attempts  to  prevail  on  the  woman   to  let. 
me  have  the  bow  and  arrow  : — but  flie  was ; 
true  to  nature  ;  and  her  child's  happinefs  was  : 
the  fir  ft  objed  of  her  parent  breaft  I  No  offer — 
no  perfuafion  could  tempt  her  to  barter  her  fon's . 
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peace.  If  her  dear  boy 's  comfort  was  to  be  tbe 
price,  nothing  was  adequate — nothing  could 
compenfate!  The  little  diftreflcd  rogue  hung 
ahoutmy  knee — ran  to  his  mother — fheld  up  an . 
imploring  hand — and  uttered  fad  cries  of  afflic- 
tion.    I,  for  a  time,  refifted  the  impulfe  of 

n^y  feelings     difpkyed   to   the  woman   my 

«<»         

handkerchief,  and  my  pocket-book — offered . 
her  liioniey — tried  to  foothe  her  fon,  and 
feigned  every  means  of  perfuafion  :  but  all  in 
Tain !  She  remained  inflexible !  Her  child  was 
unhappy,  and  with  his  comfort  there  could 
be  no  compromife.  It  was  enough  !  The  ex- 
periment was  made;  and  I  was  delighted  to 
find  that  in  the  wild  woods  the  facred  laws  of 
nature,  were  not  fubordinate  to  all-fubduing  - 
interefl:.  , 

I  had  no  defire  further  to  tantalize  the 
little  weeping  urchin,  or  his  afFe£tionate  mo- 
ther, therefore  gave  him  the  bow  and  arrow, 

and  made  him  happy compenfating  the 

affliction   I  had   caufed   him  by  the  pocket 
handkerchief  which  I  had  offered  as  the  pur^ 
chafe  of  his  arms.     His  grief  inltantly  vanifh- 
ed ;  but  he  flew  to  his  mother,  and,  clinging  ' 
taicr,  did  not  again  venture  from  her  fide. 
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"whilft  we  remained  in  the  hut.  We  honored 
the  woman  for  her  conduft,  and  were  de-^ 
lighted  to  witnefs  •fo  ftriking  an  example  of 
the  natural  affcdions,  operating  in  all  their 
genuine  purity,  unfophifticated  by  the  fordid 
motives  which  but  too  often  ^govern  the  more 
cultivated  beings  of  what  is  termed  civilized 
life. 

Further  examples  occurred  to  us  evincing 
the  powerful  operation  of  the  affeftions  among 
thefe  uncivilized  people.  One  of  the  women 
pointed  out  to  our  obfervation  the  grave  of 
her  fon  ;  a  youth  who,  had  deftroyed  himfelf 
becaufe  the  mother  of  a  young  buckeen;  of 
whom  he  was  enamoured,  could  not  be  pre* 
vailed  upon  to  let  him  take  her  daughter  for 
his  wife*  Thus  the  wily  Cupid  would  feem 
to  wield  his  bow  with  equal  prowefs  amidft 
the  (imple  beings  of  the  foreft,  as  among  the 
more  paimpered  fwains-of  crowded  fociety. 
The  laws  of  nature  are  univerfal,  and  (he  is 
ever  uniform  and  confiftent.  In  her  paffions 
(he  knows  no  diftindiion  between  the  rude 
woods '  and  polilhed  cities.  Courtly  refine- 
ment may  counterfeit,  clothe,  and  conceal- 
but,  if  fairly  wpofed,  the  moft  accomplifhed 
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of  mankind  will  be  found  to  be  governed  by 
the  fame  natural  feelings  as  the  uncultivated 
favage.  The  fon  of  our  afflidled  buckeen  was 
young,  and  his  attachment  as  pure  as  it  was 
ardent  and  difmterefted.  Without  the  adored 
objedJ:  of  his  affetVions  life  was  infupponable, 
and  he  refolved  not  to  furvive  the  difappoint- 
ment :  deprived  of  his  heart's  choice,  exiftence 
loft  all  its  charms,  and  he  yielded^  himfelf  a 
vidim  to  defpair  !  Thefe  rude  people  honor- 
ed the  fentiraent.  In  fad  grief  his  parente 
deplored  their  lofs,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
every  hut  lamented  the  fate  of  the  youthful 
lover.  An  additional  inftance  of  natural  af- 
fection and  attachment  occurred  in  the  folemn 
obfeirvance  paid  to  his  remains,  which  as  an 
ever, dear  and  facred  depofit,  were  entombed 
within  the  chamber  where  his  afflidted  parents 
dwelt ! 

Like  all  other  tribes  who  are  ignorant  of 
the  comforts  and  conveniencies  of  civilization, 
the  Indians  of  Guiana  procure  their  food  from 
the  rivers,  the  fea,  an^  the  forefts.  They 
have  no  animals  domefticated,  nor  any  grain 
nor  roots,  except  the  cafrada,.brought  into  cul- 
tivation ;  and  hence  they  depend  very  much 
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upon  the  fortune  of  the  chafe  for  fubfiftence. 
A  fmail  fpecies  of  deer,  called  wtrrebocerraj 
the  laba,  and  the  armadillo  are  among  the 
animals  they  moft  efteem.  Fifti  and  crabs  are 
alfo  much  ufed,  particularly  the  latter,  which 
they  find  in  great  abundance  in  the  muddy 
margins  of  the  rivers  ;  efpecially  at  the  parts 
where  they  open  into  the  fea.  When  fortu- 
nate in  the  chafe,  they  indulge  their  natural 
indolence  by  lying  in  their  hammocks  moft  of 
the  time  until  their  provifions  are  expended  ; 
and  when  the  fupply  obtained  by  the  bow  and 
arrow  is  lefs  plentiful,  or  when  their  hunt 
in  the  woods  hapjJcns  to  prove  unfuccefsful, 
they  find  a  refource  in  crabs  and  caflada,  which 
may  be  confidered  their  ftaple  articles  of  con- 
fumption.  Indeed  the  caflada  may  be  called 
their  Jlaff  of  life^  for  it  offers  a  fupply  when 
they  fail  in  the  chafe,  and  becomes  to  them 
what  plantains  are  to  the  negroes  of  thefe 
colonies,  or  potatoes  to  Irifh  peafants.  It 
being  the  only  vegetable  they  cultivate,  it  is 
iifual  to  fee  it  planted  in  a  rough  and  irregular 
manner  near  to  and  about  their  huts.  Very 
commonly  they  prepare  their  food  in  the 
form  of  pepper-pot — their  favorite  diflies 
being   crabs,    or   laba,    ftewed   with  caffada 
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juice,  and  feafoned  extremely  hot  with  red 
pepper. 

I  can  give  teftimony  to  both  of  thefe 
being  very  rich  and  good ;  perhaps  in  point 
of  flavour  the  pepper-pot  of  crabs  claims  the 
preference  ;  but  either  might  be  a  feaft  for  aa 
epicure.  In  one  of  the  huts  we  faw  part  of  an 
armadillo,  which  had  been  broiled  or  roafled 
in  its  fhell.  It  was  well- flavored^  and  in 
appearance  and  tafte  not  very  unlike  young 
pig.  Water  is  their  common  drink,  but  they 
fometimes  ufe  a  fermented  liquor  cMedpiwor" 
reCy  which  they  make  from  caflada.  This  is  in- 
toxicating, and  has  fome  refemblance  to  beer. 

The  huts  are  ufually  conftruded  like 
that  which  we  faw  near  the  landing  place  at 
Savonette.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  fhew  you  a 
model  of  them  on  my  return  to,  England — 
having  the  promife  of  one,  made  by  the  Bucks, 
with  furniture  complete.  At  the  village  fome  ' 
of  the  huts  were  clofed  in  at  the  ends  ;  others 
were  left  entirely  open.  The  roofs  were 
neatly  thatched  with  the  leaf  of  the  coco-nut 
or  the  mountain-cabbage.  Near  to  the  cabins 
that  were  inhabited,  we  obferved  a  detached 
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building  enclofed  on  all  (ides^  forming  a  finglc 
room,  into  which  light  and  air  were  only  ad- 
mitted at  the  door- way.  Upon  inquiry  we 
learned  that  this  was  devoted  to  the  ufe  of  the 
fick-^not  as  an  hofpital^  but  as  a  temple  of 
incantation,  for  the  purpofe  of  expelling  dtf- 
cafe*  Their  fupeiftition  attributes  ficknefs  to 
witchcraft^  or  the  vifitation  of  fome  evil  fjpirit 
like  the  Obeah  of  the  Africans — and  having 
faith  in  fpells,  they  make  little  decorated  in- 
ftruments,  of  tender  rufhes  about  a  foot  long^ 
which  the  phyficians,  or  priefts  called  Pyeis^ 
employ,  together  with  other  magical  imple* 
jments,  as  wands  to  drive  out  thefe  demons  of 
ill,  which  they  term  Towaboos.  The  Pyei  is 
thought  to  poflefs  a  peculiar  influence  over 
the  Yowahoo — ^and  bv  means  of  difliihulation» 
and  fuperflitious  forms,  the  fick  and  his  friends 
are  made  to  believe  that  he  holds  an  intcrcourfe 
with  him,  previous  to  removing  the  effe^  of 
his  malign  vifitation  from  his  patients*  The 
building  would  feem  better  calculated  for  their 
more  natural  remedy,  the  hot  or  vapour  bath^ 
which  they  contrive  by  throwing  water  upon 
a  lirge  heated  ftone,  and  enveloping  the  fick 
pcrfon  in  the  fteam. 
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Around  the  village  the  wood  had  been 
partially  cleared  away,  and  the  fcenery  of  this 
interefting  fpot  was  much  improved  by  fevcral 
cows  coming  out  of  the  thick  part  of  the 
foreft  to  browfe  about  the  open  fpace^  They 
were  the  produce  of  a  herd  originally  brought 
by  M.  Heynemann  to  Savonette. 

After  having  gratified  our  curiofity  by  a 
long  vifit,  and  a  minute  infpedion  of  every 
thing  worthy  of  notice  at  the  Indian  town, 
we  were  led,  through  a  clofe  and  narrow  path^ 
devoid  of  any  turning,  either  to  the  right' 
hand^  or  the  left,  into  the  profoundeft  fhades 
of  the  foreft. .  The  way  was  difficult,  and  we 
were  compelled  to  follow  each  other  in  fingl<i 
file,  throughout  the  whole  length  of  our  walk ; 
which,  from  the  cloienefs  of  the  wood,  the 
tiarrowaefs  of  the  path,  and  the  confequent 
defection  of  the  breeze,  was  diftreffingly  hot 
and  confined.      The  object  from  which  we 

were  to  expert  compenfdtion  was a 

tree!  we  had  ftrong  apprehenfions  that  the 
fight  of  it  niight  not  be  an  adequate  reward 
for  (q  fatiguing  a  walk,  but  we  had  thrown 
ourfelves  upon  the  judgment  of  Vandyke,  de* 
firing  him  to  conduit  us  to  all  that  might  be 
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gratifying  to  flrangers,  we  therefore  marched 
on,  in  tacit  obedience,  relying  upon  his  guid- 
ance ;  and  our  perfeverance  was  amply  recom- 
penfed  by  viewing  the  great  chief  of  the  foreft 
— an  enormous  tree  of  the  Tonquin  bean,  which 
appears  in  lofty  and  majeftic  trunk,  extending 
its  high-exalted  foliage  above  the  hofts  of  af- 
piring  rivals  that  furround  it.  The  body  forms 
an  immenfe  perpendicular  pillar  riling  to  the 
height  of,  perhaps,  70  or  80  feet  before  it 
throws  out  a  (hoot  or  a  bud,  then  fpreading 
its  wide-expanded  branches  in  proud  canopy, 
fo  elevated  as  to  prote£t  from  the  reach,  and 
^ven  to  conceal  from  the  eye,  the  nuts  which 
contain  its  fweet-fcented  beans.  Viewiug 
this  huge  tree  with  regard  to  its  ftraight  and 
perpendicular  trunk,  its  immenfe  buIk,^  and, 
above  all,  its  prodigious  height,  it  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  one  of  the  fineft  fpecimens  of  vege- 
table  produdion  growing  on  the  face  of  the 
globe.  In  beauty  and  grandeur  it  is  equalled 
only  by  the  ftately  mountain-cabbage,  whofe 
majeftic  trunk,  and  fine  palmated  foliage, 
ftand  unrivalled  in  the  vegetable  world. 

The  trees  grow  to  a  fize  In  thefe  forefts 
not  readily  to  be  imagined  by  perfons  who 
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have  feen  only  thofe  of  the  more  temperate 
climate  of  Europe.  They  are  tall  and  ftately, 
and  contain  a  great  proportion  of  timber,  in 
confequence  of  running  up  to  an  imihenfe 
height  before  they  throw  cffF  their  branches. 
It  is  often  difficult,  and  not  unfrequently  im- 
polfible  to  reach  their  fruit,  or  foliage.  The 
Tonquiri  beari  tree,  when  growing  out  of  the 
foreft,  feldom  attains  to  this  ftatdinefs  6f  form  : 
it  branches  <)fF  at  a  fhorter  diftance  from'  the 
ground,  and  in  its  growth  more  refembles  the 
Englifli  afli  j  the  bark  is  fomewhat  like  the 
poplar^  and  the  leaves  like  thpfe  of  the  pear. 
The  one  we  faw  had  been  drawn  up  to  an  un- 
ufual  height,  by  growing  in  a  crowd,  and  was 
indebted  to  health  and  years  for  its, extraordi- 
nary bulk.  The  nuts  containing  the  fragrant 
beans  are  abundantly  plentiful  in  the  foreft, 
and  may  be  picked  up  in  bufhels  under  the 
trees,  at  a  certain  feafon  of  the  year.  While 
we  were  gazing  at  this  vegetable  giant,  Vaiidykc 
cut  on  its  bark  the  initials  of  our  names,  and 
the  date  of  our  vifjt ;  and  this  neceflary  cere- 
mony  having  been  duly  performed,  we  trod 
our  way  back,  by  the  narrow  path,  to  the  re- 
fidence  of  our  friendly  guide,  and  there  moft 
•gladly  made  a  refting  place.  But  Vandyke 
.    VOL.  II.  .  iP  F 
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was  allowed  no  refpite,  for  we  ftill  befet  him 
with  hofts  of  queftions  :  and  when  he  had 
fatisfied  our  inquiries,  and  we  learned  that 
Savonette  offered  no  further  novelty,  we  re- 
fumed  our  places  in  the  boat,  and  returned  to 
the  abode  of  the  hofpitable  Heynemann.  Van- 
dyke prefented  us  with  a  young  Kiwihi,  an 
animal  which  bears  fome  rcfemblance  to  a 
pig,  and  is  about  the  fize  of  a  large  cat,  having 
a  very  long  tail,  marked  vvith  alternate  rings 
of  black  and  white  hair.  He  alfo  gave  us  ft- 
veral  fpecimens  of  Indian  implements,  moft  of 
which  I  hope  fome  day  to  fhew  you  in  Eng^ 
land.  Some  of  the  Indians  followed  us  to  the 
water-fide,  and  put  into  our  boat  large  balkets 
filled  with  fine  water-lemons,  which  they  had 
gathered  from  the  woods. 

On  our  quitting  the  fhore  Vandyke  ho- 
nored our  departure  with  the  firing  of  cannon. 
He  was  a  foldier,  and  in  additionto  other  ci- 
vilities, felt  a  pride  in  fhewing  to  officers  who 
vifited  him  every  mark  of  military  refpe£t. 
We  were  the  more  pleafed  with  the  compli- 
ment, as  it  afforded  us  an  unexpe<fted,  and 
moft  welcome  opportunityVof^-^hearing  thft 
Enchanting  echo  through  the  woods. 
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We  were  in  time  to  take  a  late  dinner 
with  Mynheer  Heynemann,  and  in  the  even- 
ing, according  to  the  plan  laid  down  for  us, 
we  proceeded  to  Arends.  M.  Panels  was  from 
home,  but  we  found  the  beft  arrangements  of 
the  family  ordered  for  our  accommodatioa. 
We  were  fumptuoufly  entertained  by  a  young 
gentleman,  the  friend  of  M.  Panels ;  and  at 
night  were  condudted  to  very  excellent  bed- 
chamber^,  fitted  up  more  in  the  ftyle  of  Euro- 
pean accommodation  than  any  we  had  feen  in 
the  colony. 
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feelings  dffatUfoAioH  evtHcid  if  Mynheef  tlejHiminnft.  HU 
attention  to  the  authoi^.  ConneBing  link  between  tin  ln&- 
dtis  and  tie  cohnj/ls.  Policy  of  the  Dutch  government  re" 
f^ing  the  Indians.  Opportunities  pojfejfed  by  Mynheef 
tieynemanH  of  obfervihg  the  charafltr  and  habits  eftbi 
people  of  the  njoobds  :-^pecUliatly  qualified  for  theappmntm 
tnent  of  pofi  holder  t^^^eleffed  a  chief  among  the  Indians* 
Propofal  to  ajjemble  a  body  of  them  in  military  array.  On 
the  remarks  and  obfirvattons  of  Mynheer  Heyttemann.  In* 
dian  tribes  in  Guiana,  The  Charibs  mo/i  warlike.  Promi* 
nent  features  diflinguijhing  the  Indians  from  Europeans  — 

from  Africans,     Clothing  cfthe  Indians.     Kway  ufed  by 
the  Buckeen.     ConduB  of  a  mother  and  daughter  on  pre* 

feniing  the  apparel  of  a  young  Buckeen  to  the  author. , 

Berbifehe* 

X  HE  generous  Heyncmann  appeared  much 
gratified  by  the  fatisfaftion  we  exprefled  our* 
felves  to  have  experienced  in  our  vifit  at  Sa<^ 
vonette,  and  in  our  acknowledgments  of  the 
civil  attentions  of  his  deputy,  Vandyke*  He 
was  particularly  pleafed  at  the  intereft  which| 
he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  I  feemed.  to  take  "  re* 
garding  every  objeft,  and  every  circumftance 
in  this  remote  part  of  the  world/'  and  fo  at-^ 
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tached  himfelf  to  the  means  of  gratifying  me, 
that  I  was  compelled  peremptorily  to  arreft  the 
liberal  hand  with  which  he  would   have  be-^ 
flowed  multiplied  marks  of  his  friendfhip— to 
the  injury,  and  almoft  the  extindion  of  his 
own  coUedion.     At  firft  I  had  freely  expref- 
fed  my  admiration  of  fuch  things  as  were  caU 
iculated  to  call  it  forth,  but  I  foon  difcovcred, 
that  to  admire  was  to  tax  his  generofity ;  for 
if  he  only  heard  me  breathe  approval,  or  but 
faw,  by  my  eye,  that  ^  fpecimen  pleafed  me,  it 
was  inftantly  mine.     He  gave  me  famples  of 
various  gums,  nurs,  and  woods,  employed  in 
medicine  by  the  Indians,  alfp  cryftals,  bows 
and  arrows,  Indian  paddles,  ,mq(ical  inftru- 
ments,  inftruments   of   war,  implements  of 
houfehold  furniture,  ufed  by  the  Bucks,  and  a 
variety  of  other  curiofi  ties:  indeed,  could  1  have 
petfaaded  myfelf  tq  have  taken  all  he  offered 
me,  I  might  have  fitted  up  a  fijiall  mufeum ;  but 
I  could  not  reconcile  the  idea-of  trefpafling  up- 
on fiich  liberality,  and  therefore  pofitively  re- 
fufed  many  fpecimens  of  which  I  obferved 
that  he  had  no  duplicates,  and  which  i  felt  ic 
poffible  he  might  afterwards  lament.    He  was 
(rqually  liberal  in  all  his  attentions,  and  feem^ 
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\  cd  defii^ous  to  explain  to  me  whatever  I  wifh- 

ed  to  alk.  You  will  believe  that  I  had  lefs  re- 
ferve  in  my  queftions,  than  in  the  acceptance 
of  his  generous  offerings,  and  that  I  was  hap- 
py to  call  forth  the  obfervations  and  remarks 
derived  from  his  long  and  familiar  intercourfe 
with  the  Indians.  At  his  prefent  abode  and  at 
Savonette  he  had  refided,  during  many  years, 
in  the  appointment  of  poft-holder,  having 
toijftant  intercourfe  .with  the  Indians,  and 
forming  the  conneding  link  between  them 
and  the  colonics. 

It  was  the  policy  of  the  Dutch  govern- 
ment to  expend  a  certain  fum  annually  ia 
the  purehafe  of  blue  cloth,  beads,  ribbons,, 
hatchets,^  and  other  implements,  and  "  orna- 
ments to  give  to  the  Indians  ;  and  it  was 
made  the  duty  of  the  perfon  placed  at  the 
moft  remote  eftate  of  the  colony,  to  affoci- 
ate  with  the  Indians,  arid  to  cultivate  their 
friendfliip,  in  order  to  prevent  ads  of  hof- 
tility  on  their  part,  and  to  fecure  to  the  colb- 
nifts  the  peaceable  pofleffion  of  the  territory 
they  had  appropriated.  Hence,  from  fitua- 
tion  and  appQintmenr,  as  well  as  from  natural 
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dirpofition,  abundant  opportunities  had  offered 
to  M.  Heynemann  of  intermixing  freely  with 
the  Indians,  and  ol^ferving  their  mod  retired^ 
as  well  as  their  more  exterior  habits.  PoflelTed 
of  enterprifing  talents,  and  a  certain  hardi- 
hood of  mind  and  frame,  together  wich  affa- 
ble and  conciliatory  manners,  he  was  peculi- 
arly qualified  for  the  truft  which  had  been  fo 
long  confided  to  him.  He  mixed  with  the 
Indians,  affumed  their  habits,  infinuated  him- 
felf  into  their  good  opinion,  and  became  fo  en- 
tirely  one  of  themfelves,  that  at  Savonette  they 
eleded  him  their  chief  or  king;  and  he  could, 
at  any  time,  affemble  them  in  a  body  of  feveral 
hundreds,  in  military  array,  and  appear  as  cap- 
tain at  their  head. 

This  was  a  novelty  which  he  offered  to 
exhibit  to  us,  if  we  would  confent  to  prolong 
our  vifit,  or  would  repeat  it,  giving  him  only  a 
few  days  notice  of  our  coming.  I  regretted 
extremely  that  it  could.not  be  in  my  power  to 
accept  either  of  thele  propofals.  It  was  a  high 
compliment  offered  to  us,  and  what  I  fhould 
have  particularly  enjoyed  ;  but  I  had  only  a 
fhort  time  to  remain  at  Berbifche,  and  dared 
not  look  to  another  long  abfence. 
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M,  Heyncmann  is  a  man  of  great  zeal, 
adiivity  and  exertion,'  With  confiderable  pe- 
netration, he  poflefles  much  of  perfeverance, 
but  from  the  want  of  a  liberal  education  his 
obfervations,  though  valuable,  are  loofe  and 
xindigefted— devoid  of  arrangement  and  fcien- 
tific  corre£lnefs ;  and  evidently  not  the  refult 
of  any  fyftematic  train  of  inquiry.  Governed 
by  chance,  and  with  no  fpecifie  objedl  in  view, 
his  purfuits  and  remarks  are  not  fo  conducted 
as  to  promote,  eflentially,  the  advancement  of 
natural  fcience  ;  but,  perhaps,  a  man  of  high 
literary  acquirements  would  be  lefs  fitted  for 
the  poft  which  M.  Heynemann  has  fo  long 
filled  with  credit  to  himfelf,  and  advantage  to 
the  colony,  I  fhould  have  been  mueh  gra-r 
tified  could  we  have  prolonged  our  vifit,  and 
with  regret  bade  adieu  to  this  generous  chief 
of  the  naked  tribes. 


Although,  from  my  fhort  ftay  among 
them,  you  cannot  expedl  an  elaborate  difqui- 
fition  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  Indians,  you 
will  perhaps  demand  a  paffing  word  on  fuch 
prominent  points,  concerning  them,  as  more 
immediately  ftrike  the  eye.  I  may  therefore 
tell  you  that  the  Indians  who  inhabit  this  part 


of  the  South  American  coaft  are  of  four  tribes 
or  nations,  the  Arrouwacs,  the  Accawaus,  the 
Warrous,  and  the  Charibbees.  The  Gharib- 
bees  or  Gharibs,  as  they  are  rriore  frequently 
called,  are  the  talleft  men,  and  of  the  moft  war- 
like afpCifJ:.  Thofe  we  have  feen  of  the  other 
tribes  are  rather  (hort,  but  in  general  well 
formed  ; — although  their  figure  denotes  more 
of  fubftance  than  of  gracefulnefs.  They  arc 
of  a  bright  bay  colour,  their  hair  jet  blacky 
long,^nd  ftraight.  In  common  thdy  are  rather 
perfonable,  and  their  features  are  more  indica- 
tive of  mildnefs  than  ferocity  ;  for,  although 
in  fome  of  them  the  lines  of  the  Tartar  face 
may  be  traced,  the  charader  more  generally 
denoted  by  the  countenance  is  that  of  gentle-^ 
nefs  and  tranquillity^  The  eyes  are  very  black, 
they  are  fmall,  diftant  from  each  ^ther,  and 
deep  In  the  orbits.  The  check-bones  ftand  a 
little  wide,  but  they  are  not  ftrongly  promi- 
nent, the  forehead  tends  to  fquarenefs  of  forto, 
and  the  eye-brows  are  heavy.  Thenofe,  though 
not  ftrongly  aquiline,  when  viewed  in  profile 
fome  what  approaches  that  fliape  ; — the  mouth 
is  of  middle  fize  ;  the  lips  of  moderate  thick- 
nefs ;  the  teeth  rather  fmall,  white  and  regu- 
lar ;  the  chin  round ;  the  angles  of  the  lower 
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jaw  fpmewhat  wide  :  from  all  which  you  will 
perceive  that  the  face  is  rather  broad  thaa 
round,  although  the  contour  approaches  more 
to  the  circular  than  the  long  or  oval.  We 
did  not  obferve  among  them  any  refemblance 
of  the  flat  nofe,  the  wide  mouth,  thick  lips, 
or  large  teeth  of  the  negroes. 

Their  necks  are  thick,  and  in  general 
not  fufficiently  long  to  be  gracefuL  The  cheft 
is  high  and  full ;  the  (houlders  fquare,  going 
off  at  nearly  right  angles  from  the  neck.  The 
limbs  are  flefhy  and  rpbuft.  Upon  the  whole^ 
they  may  be  faid  to  be  of  the  figure  generally 
denominated  fquare-made,  and  confequently 
their  form  denotes  more  of  ftrength,  than  of 
gracefulnefs  or  agility.  Still  there  is  a  differ- 
ence between  their  figure  and  that  of  the 
ftrong- marked  mufcular  fubjeds  of  colder 
and  more  mountainous  regions;  Among  the 
Indians  of  Guiana,  the  rough  lines  denot- 
ing ftrength  are  concealed  in  confequence  of 
the*  interftices  between  the  mufcles  being  fo 
filled  with  fat  as  to  give  a  general  fmoothnefs 
to  the  furface  ;  and  from  the  f^me  caufe,  the 
fine  adtion  of  the  different  mufcles  becomes 
lefs  obvious,  when  they  are  in   motion,    or 
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under  any  exertioi(.  Hence,  although  the 
figure  of  an  Indian  be  fquare,  full,  and  robuft^ 
ftitl  it  does  not  convey  precifely  that  idea  of 
ftrength  which  attaches  to  the  rough  and  muf- 
cular  frames  of  the  North  ;  andr  yet  is  their 
form  even  more  unlike  that  of  the  negroes. 

It  has  happened  to  me  to  have  frequent, 
opportunities  of  feeing  parties  of  Indians,  and 
of  Africans  (landing  naked  together,  and  I 
have  always  remarked  a  ftriking  difference  in 
their  figure.  The  negroes  have  longer  necks, 
and  a  finer  fall  of  the  (houlder.  Their  cheft 
is  not  fo  full  and  open.  The  limbs  are  not 
fo  (lout,  but  thinner,  and  longer  in  propor* 
tion  to  the  body. — ^The  form  of  the  Indians 
appears  clofe  and  compad,  while  that  of  the 
negroes  is  more  loofe  and  flender,  and  more 
indicative  of  the  heat  and  languor  of  climate. 
The  projeding  curvature  of  the  tibia,  fo  com- 
mon to  the  Africans,  does  not  prevail  among 
the  Indians.  The  difference  of  countenance 
is  flill  more  remarkable  than  the  difference  of 
form  J  but,  as  the  negro  face  is  familiar  to  you^ 
I  need  not  enter  into  a  more  minute  detail  of 
the  difcordant  features. 
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The  Indians  wear  no  clothing,  except  4 
band  tied  round  the  waift  and  brought  bci- 
tween  the  legs  to  fallen  before  ;  fuch  as  I 
have  mentioned  to  be  in  ufe  among  the  ne-r 
groes  of  thefe  colonies.  This  is  worn  bot|i  by 
the  men  and  women.  Some,  who  have  vifited 
the  colonifts,  have  it  made  of  blue  cloth  ;  but 
thofe  who  have  not  had  the  fame  opportuni- 
ties of  procuring  cloth,  make  it  of  the  bark 
cf  a  tree.  Sometimes,  inftead  of  this  band, 
the  women  ufe  a  fmall  apron  about  three  or 
four  inches  fquare,  which  being  tied  round  the 
wafte,  and  left  to  hang  loofe  before,  ferves  by 
way  of  a  fig-leaf,  Thefe  aprons  they  call 
kways.  Among  thofe  who  have  aflbciated 
with  the  colonifts,  the  kway  is  fometimes  made 
of  fmall  beads  of  different  colours,  ingenioufly 
put  on  threads  of  cotton,  or  of  the  filk-grafs, 
fo  as  to  give  the  apron  the  appearance  of  being 
woven  in  a  variety  of  figures.  This  is  ufed 
as  high  drefs,  and  is  much  valued.  It  happen* 
ed  that  I,  one  day,  met  a  young  buckeen,  thus 
ornamented,  walking  with  her  mother,  and, 
being  defirous  to  add  a  f^mple  of  the  kway  to 
my  coUedion  of  fpecimens,  I  made  figns  to  the 
parent,  meaning  to  afk  if  (he  could  procure 
me  one  j  when,  Tyitho^t  the  flighteft  hefitatiooj^ 
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Ihe  took  ofF  that  which  was  before  my  eyes^ 
and  prefented  it  to  me  :  the  young  lady  very 
modeftly,  but  without  blulhes,  fupplying  its 
place  with  the  pocket  handkerchief  which  I 
gave  her  in  exchafige. 


MB* 


jRjfw  and  general  appearance  of  the  Indians,  Cujiom  of 
,  pulling  the  hair  from  different  parts  of  their  bodies.  Re^ 
marks  concerning  the  indolent  habits  of  the  people  df  the 
v)oodsh  Labour  not  a  fiatural  impulfe.  Indians  fond  of 
fpirituous  liquors.  A  degree  of  method  obtains  in  their  in- 
toficication.  Polygamy  praSlifed  among  them.  Defpotic  to* 
wards  their  wives.  The  women  toil  at  home^  and  bear  tht 
burden  when  they  move  abroad*  The  Buckeen  fombre  dnd 
referved  in  prefence  of  the  men  f^are  fond  of  drinking  rum. 
Some  obfervations  refpeBing  obejtty — alfo  concerning  gout. 

Berbifche* 

Jc^  ROM  the  inaftivity  of  the  Indians  they  are 
generally  feen  to  be  enbonpoint^  and  this,  as  I 
remarked  befdre,  gives  them  a  certain  fmooth- 
nefs  of  form,  and  of  furface  ;  but  iheir  fkins  - 
have  not  that  velvet  foftnefs  fo  common  to 
the  negroes.  Their  bodies  are  peculiarly  free 
from  hair.  Poffeffing  an  idea,  that  it  is  more 
becoming  not  to  have  any  hairs,  except  upon 
the  head,  they  are  in  the  habit  of  pulling  them 
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eut  from  the  chin,  the  breaft,  the  armpits,  and 
other  parts.  The  general  fmoothnefs,  thus 
given  to  the  furface,  has  led  fome  travellers, 
who  have  been  ignorant  of  the  caufe,  into 
the  error  of  confidering  thife  to  be  their  na- 
tural appearance  ;  and  hence  have  arifen  the 
ftrange  opinions  that  they  differed  from  Euro- 
peans, and  were  in  this  refpedt  a  peculiar  race 
of  the  human  fpecies.  The  inftrument  ufed 
for  pulling  out  the  hairs  is  a  fmall  piece  of 
wood  partially  fplit*  Thofe  who  intermix 
with  the  colonifts  often  employ  a  bit  of  wire, 
twifted  into  a  fpiral  form,  like  that  which  is 
ufed  for  making  the  elaftic  hatbands. 

From  the  heat  of  the  climate,  and  the 
facility  of  procuring  food,  the  Indians  of 
Guiana  are  naturally  indolent.  In  every 
quarter  of  the  globe  the  great  Incentive  to  in- 
duftry  is  either  neceffity,  intereft,  or  ambition, 
Labour,  fimply  as  fuch,  is  no  where  a  natural 
impulfe.  It  is  the  efFed:  of  our  real,  or  ima- 
ginary wants.  Among  the  natives  of  .thefe 
woods,  it  fprings  from  neceffity  alone,  and 
ceafes  with  the  immediate  occafion  which  call* 
it  /orth.  They  have  no  intereft  in  the  accu-* 
mulation  of  property  j   and  therefore  arc, not 
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led  to  labour  in  order  to  obtain  wealth.  They 
live  under  the  moft  perfedl  equality,  and 
hence  are  not  impelled  to  induftry  by  that 
fpirit  of  emulation,  which,  in  fpciety,  leads  tO: 
great  and  unwearied  exertion.  Content  with 
their  fimple  means,  they  evince  no  defire  to- 
emulate  the  habits,  or  the  occupations  of  the 
colonifts  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  feem  to  regard 
their  toils  and  cuftoms  with  a  fenfe  of  pity  or 
contempt.  I  have,  occafionally,  feen  parties 
of  them  looking  on,  when  our  foldiers  iiave 
been  aflembled,  and  going  through  the  various 
evolutions  of  their  exercife :  and  they  univer- 
fally  regarded  them  with  a  quiet  indiflference, 
or  the  only  fentiment  indicated  by  their  fea- 
tures was  a  kind  of  contemptuous  pity,  which 
was  fometimes  cxpreffed  by  a  fignificant  look, 
•that  feemed  to  fay — "  Aye,  foplifli  people  I 
you  take  vaft  pains  with  thefe  things  :--*but 
we  do  them  much  better,  with  infinitely  le& 
trouble/*  , 

They  are  very  fond  of  drinking  rum,  and 
eagerly  fwallow  it  to  intoxication.  But  they 
obferve  a  kind  of  method  in  their  drunken- 
hefs  :  for  when  they  come  down  to  the  towns 
in  bodies  of  confiderable  numbers,  it  is  obferv* 
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ed  that  half  of  tlie  party  will  frceiy  devote  tti 
Bacchu«,  while  the  other  half  carefully  refraixij 
in  order  to  watch  the  belplefs ;  and  tbefe,  when 
reftored  by  all-healing  Morpheus,  are  obfervcd 
to  take  tbeir  turn  of  watohihg,  and  to  guard 
their  late  protedors  through  a  fimilar  vifit  to 
the  deities  of  turbulence  and  repofe.  They 
have  no  pleafure  in  long  fippingj  but  fwallow 
large  draughts  of  rum,  or  drink  it  quickly^ 
glafs  after  glafs,  till  they  are  unable  to  move^ 

The  Indians  aire  very  arbitrary  and  def-- 
potic  towards  their  women.  Polygamy  is 
pradifed  among  them.  Each  man  takes  as 
many  wives  as  he,  can  conveniently  main- 
tain. They  are  very  jealous,  an^  commonly 
appoint  the  fenior  of  their  wives  as  a  fpy  or 
guardian  over  the  cOndudt  of  the  others  ;  but 
as  a  fpice  of  intrigue  has  found  its  way  even 
into  the  wild  woods,  means  have  been  found 
to  convert  the  old  Duenna  into  the  heft  chan-» 
nel  of  obtaining  kind  favors  from  the  junior 
branches  of  the  harem. 


All  the  domeftic  labour  is  done  by  the 
females,  and  in  their  jour neyings,^  from  place 
to  place^  the  women  are  made  to  toil  under 


the  burden  of  whatever  they  may  have  to 
tranfport*  Thus  in  removing  from  any  place 
of  abode  to  take  up  a  new  home,  the  different 
articles  of  furniture,  and  all  the  litfle  variety 
of  implements  and  utenfils  are  loaded  upon 
the  backs  of  the  women,  who  follow  in  filent 
train^  bending  yhder  a  heavy  load,  while  their 
imperious  lord  marches  on  before  unincum- 
bered. 

From  the  rigid  government  exercifed 
over  them,  by  the  men,  the  women  appear  to 
be  fombre  and  rcferved.  They  commonly 
lit  with  their  backs  towards  ftrangers,  and  re» 
main  in  profound  filence  when  their  hufbands 
are  prefent.  In  their  abfence  they  (hew  lefs 
reftraint,  and  feem  more  difpofed  to  cheerful- 
nefs  and  vivacity.  Like  the  men  they  are 
very  fond  of  rum,  and  drink  it  glafs  after  glais, 
as  though  it  were  only  water* 

I  have  obferved  that  notwithftanding  the 
great  heat  of  climate,  the  Indians  of  South 
America  are  not  of  the.  fame  meager  appear- 
ance as  the  negroes.  From  their  habits  of 
indolence  9  portion  of  fat  is  depofited  under  the 
VOL.  II.  a  c 
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fkiflf  which  giv^a  them:  a  foft  fulners'of  form 
uolike  the  rough-lined  fparqaefa  of.  the  ne- 
groes,  or  the  flroiig-lined  vigour  of  the  ia- 
habitants  of  colder  region^. :  but  we  did  not 
fee,  among  the  people :of  the  woodSf  a  fingle 
inftance  of  the  hdaxyi  !protryding  obefity  fo 
frequent  among  !the  luiiurious  fons  of  civilized 
iboiety.  Figures,  it  is  true,  nlay  be  found 
*>-'  '  among  them  as  lean  as  hard-toiling  flayes— ^ 
but  perhaps  no  Indian  was  ever  feen.  palpita- 
ting under  that  oppreffive  pfotubtrance  Of  fat, 
which  the  bans  vivans  of  Europe^  und  p4rticu- 
Urly  the  beef-eating  fubjeds  of  England  ib 
frequently  carry  before  them.      : 

\  ^  This  circumftaoce  may  tend  to  fliew  that 
gireat  obefity  is  only  the  effe£l  of  indolence, 
or.  good  living,  or  of  both  adling  together ;  and 
that  by  a  due  obf^rvance  of  exercife  and  ab- 
ftemioufncfs  it  n\!ght,in,  all  cafes,  be  prevented. 
Perhaps  no  Weft  India  planter  ever  loft  the  la- 
bour of  a  'flave  from  hiis  being  overloaded 
with  fat:  nor  did  Alexander :or  Hannibal,  af- 
ter a  long  and  fevere  campaign,  ever  fee.lheir 
armies  thinned  in  confequence  of  their  foldiers 
^eing.  oppJcefTed  with   obefity.      Indeed   the 
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*  •  ^^ 

common  labourers  of  Europe  do  not  often  find 
their  toil  interrupted  by  carrying  about  them  a 
weighty*,  mafs  of  idulgence  and  luxury. 

The  fame  may  be  remarked  in  a  great 
decree  with  refpe&  to  that  diflreffing  malady 
the  gout.     The  Indian  is  not  detained  from 
the  chafe,  the  foldier  from  the  march,  nor  the 
flave nor  the  peafant  trom  his  toil  in  the  field,^,/A«>^*i« 
by  the  gnawings  of  this  painful  diforder.     Vi^sy^^A 
is  aliJioft  wholly  confined  to  the  rich  and  lux-  /a^  ^^ 
urious,  and  is  at  once  the  offspring  and  punifh-  /^^7^>^ 
ment   of  indolence  and   voluptuoufnefs;   xv^^Jt^yxi^^^i 
would  it  long  remain  among  the  opprobria  of  i^ 
medicine,  were  it  poffible  to  enforce  the  regi- 
men prefcribed  by  phy  ficians : — although  it  muft 
Continue  to  prevail  fo  long  as  forbearance^  froni 
habits  of  indulgence,  fliall  be  deemed  a  greater 
punifhment  than  the  pamful  tortures  of  the 
difeafe. 

But  what  hath  all  this  to  do  with  our 
journey  upon  the  Berbifche  river  ?— methinks 
I  hear  you  exclaim  !  Not  much  truly — yet  I 
]Krould  hope  it  is  not  a  digreilion  beyond  the. 
()Otfnds  of  our  preliminaries. 

» 
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The  party  are  coniuHedfirom  Arenis  to  Johanna  by  Mynheer 
Fenner.  Journey  acrofs  the  Savanna  and  forefi.  Chafe 
of  a  muUm  Vifit  to  an  Indian  Village.  A  vtretebed  ob" 
jeB  ofdifeafe.  A  plantation  of  reeds  for  making  arrows-^ 
Trees  of  wld  cinnamon.  The  party  dine  at  Johanna  :^^ 
fUep  at  Helvetia.  Cordially  vnlcomed  by  Mynheer  Frmndes 
Honored  wth  peculiar  marks  of  attention  by  Mynheer  Fen^ 
ner.  A  comfortlefs  night.  Unhappy  feelings  concerning 
an  ebon  nymph.  Vifit  to  Mynheer  Scholten  at  the  old  town. 
Apolopes  of  M.  le  vieu  FifcaL  His  enceffes  attributed  to 
^  levelling  bumpers .^^     A purcbafe  from  a  banifynt  Indian 

.  woman.  River  current.  V^i  to  the  plantation  Doi^rgradt 
— fl  colonial  eflate — perhaps  ^^  prize  property!^  Alarm 
of  an  old  Hollander  on  feeing  a  party  of  Britifb  ojjicers.  A 
wretched  night  in  confequence  of  mufquitoes* 

Berbifche, 

XO  return  with  you  to  our  tour,  let  mc  tcU 
you  that  M.  Fenner  very  kindly  met  U6  at 
Arends  in  the  morning,  with  a  fine  mule,  and 
a  whole  troop  of  flaves  and  horfes  to  condpfik 
u«  again  to  his  home  at  Johanna.  According 
to  the  ufual  cuftom,  coffee  was  brought  ta  us 
at  7  o'clock  on  leaving  our  hammocks,  and 
without  waiting  for  a  more  fubftantial  break- 
faft,  we  made  the  round  of  the  plantation, 
and  walked  to  fee  fome  Tonquin  bean  trees, 
which  were  growing  upon  the  eftate  ;  then 
mounted  our  ponies,  and  put  ourfelves  on  th^ 
tnarch,  attended  p^rtof  the  way  by  M  Mittel- 
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holftcr,  with  whom  we  had  been  gueftg  for  the 
night. 

The  party  formed  a  motley  group,  con- 
fifting  of  Dutch  planters,  Britifli  officers,  and 
naked  Africans  marching  acrofs  an  immenfe 
wafte  furrounded  with  wild  woods,  under  a 
fcorching  and  vertical  fun,  with  M.  Fenner 
our  friendly  condudbr,  feated  upon  a  prancing 
mule,  leading  the  way  as  commander  at  the  head 
of  the  fquadron.  His  grotefque  figure  and 
appearance  would  have  highly  diverted  you  ; 
for,  worthy  man,  he  was  not  barely  a  Hollan- 
deron  horfeback— buta^r(?/-r///<9//^x  dreffed  in 
a  white  coat  and  broad  brimmed  hkt,  capering 
upon  a  little  (lender  mule,  and  in  danger  of  fal- 
ling off  at  every  ftep :  indeed  it  was  evident  to 
the  whole  corps,  that  if  they  fhould  ventiire  to 
move  quicker  than  the  Dutch  pai  grave^  their 
leader  would  (oon Jail  in  the  reari  —  nor  had 
we  gone  far  before  the  predidion  was  verified ; 
and  our  decanted  conductor  took  a  foft  feat 
on  the  parterre ;  leaving  Mademoifelk  mulct 
to  kick  her  heels  in  air  acrofs  the  wide  favan* 
na*  Finding  that  our  chief  had  fallen  without 
b^ing  wounded,  the  whole  troop  was  quickly 
engaged  in  a  chafe  acrofs  the  wide  plain,  toover* 
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take  the;r  captain's  charger.  At  this  moment 
a  rapid  thought  winged  its  way  to  £ilgland| 
and  I  wifhed  I  could  have  placed  a  pidture  be-^ 
fore  you,  reprefenting  your  friend  occupied, 
umidil  agroup  of  horfe  and  foot,  planters,  of-t 
ficers,  and  f^isivti^^Eiigli/bjuifrifam^  zxi^l>utcb% 
fcampering  over  a  wild  favanna,  enclofed  by 
the  deep  forefts  of  Guian^^^  in  purfuit  of  a 
Sotith  American  mule.  'We  fortunately  fur* 
rounded  the  animal  before  {he  had  made  her 
way  into  the  woods,  and,  after  a  wide  gallop 
^siboutthe  plain,  fiie  was  brought  back  l^tQ  the 
Tanks. 

It  now  became  a  queftion,  who  fhould 
mount  the  mule ;  for  Mynheer  Fenner,  thpugh 
not  hurt,  had  grown  pallid  and  nervous,  and  waii 
in  truth,  fo  bad  a  horfem^n,  that  there  w^a 
iiot  the  leaft  probability  of  his  remaining  maAy 
minutes  upon  her  back,  if  he  fliould  again  at^ 
tempt  to  ride  her :  and  to  leave  our  captain, 
our  guide,  and  our  hoft  behind  us,  to  walk  to 
Johanna,  could  not  be  endured.  In  this  di- 
lemma  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  undertake  the  mar 
nagem^nt  of  the  frifky  mule,  throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  journey  ;  -^  and,  whether 
her  capering  fit  was  fiibdued  by  the  chafe 
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abput.tbe^favanna,  or  whether  (he  preferred 
an  Englifti  to  a  Dutcih  rider,  it  were  of  no 
confequence  to  determine  :  —  fhe  carried  me 
pleafantly  and  quietly,  and  we  arrived  at  Jo- 
hanna without  further  accident  or  difafterf 

On  our  way  we  wtefe  conduced  to  an 
/Indian  village^  built  at  the  edge  of  the  fa* 
vanna,  juft  within  the  border  of  the  foreft. 
Very  few  of  the  people  were  in  their  houfes. 
Thc^^  wct€  engaged  in  the  chafe  in  fearch  of 
provifions,  ol:  had  concealed  themfelves  in  the 
woods,  upon  feeing  us  approach.  In  one  of 
the  huts  we  found  an  old  woman  wretchedly 
difeafed,  left  quite  alone,  and  lying  naked  in  a 
h^minock.  She  feemed  to  be  only  a  breathing 
ikeleton :  her  countenance  was  deeply  Hippocra^ 
tic :  eruptions  and  foul  ulcers  disfigured  her  body, 
aad  rendered  her  whole  perfon  a  perfedi  objeA 
of  ^horror:  (he  was  unable  to  move — almoft 
.  to  fpeak  or  to  breathe,  and  exhibited  altogether 
a  moft  ftriking  example  of  human  mifery. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  huts  we 

faw  fpme  of  the  fine  reeds  growing,  which 

V/we  ufed  by  the  Indians  for  making  their  ar- 

Kows*^  They  appeared  to  have  been  planted 
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about  the  Tillage  for  the  convenience  of  fuiw 
nifliing  a  ready  fupply. 
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Afi  we  rode  through  the  woods,  fome  large 
trees  were  pointed  out  to  us  as  bmng  a  fpecies 
of  wild  cinnamon.  -  The  bark  had  fomewhat 
the  Bavour  of  that  fpice,  and  on  bdng  brdcen 
refembled  it  in  odour,  but  it  was  very  foqgh 
and  coarfe. 

We  reached  the  Johanna  eftate  three 
hours  before  the  negroes,  who  had  been  fent 
round  by  way  of  the  river  with  our  boat,  the 
journey  by  water  having  been  above  four 
hours  longer  than  we  had  made  it  by  land, 

notwithilanding  our   delay  in  the   favanna. 

/ 

Having  gone  to  the  extent  of  our'  ex« 
pedition,  and  it  only  remaining  to  us  to  re« 
turn  down  the  river  amidfl:  the  fame  unvaried 
fcenery  we  had  paffed,  we  became  anxious 
to  reach  New  Amfterdam  and  the  fort,  with 
as  little  delay  as  poffiblei  and,  therefore,  took 
an  early  dinner  with  M.  Fenner  in  company 
with  his  party  of  Dutch  ladies,  and'M«Pai^els 
from  Arends  ;  and  in  the  afternoon  fet  oflf 
for  Fort*  NafTau,  intending  to  hang  our  hdm^t 
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tnocks  at  Mynheer  Scholten's  until  the  mor- 
row. But  in  this  we  were  difappointed  from 
the  failure  of  the  tide  ;  confequently,  finding 
at  the  dufk  of  evening,  that  we  were  not 
likely  to  reach  the  old  town,  we  purfued  our 
marooning  fyftem,  and  put  into  the  firft  port 
we  could  make.  This  happened  to  be  at  the 
plantation  Helvetia,  where  we  were  received 
with  great  kindnefs  and  civility  by  Mynheer 
Isceinde^  Coffee  was  prefented  on  our  ar- 
rival«»-'^foon  afterwards  tlje  fupper- board  was 
plentifully  fpread ;  and,  although  unexpeded 
intruders,  we  found  excellent  accommodations 
for  the  night. 

■ 

We  did  not  enjoy  the  fociety  of  Myn- 
heer Freinde  fo  much  as  we  could  have 
wifliedj  v^  confequence  of  our  limited  know- 
ledge of  his  native  language — yet,  by  means 
of  the  many  good  things  he  gave  us,  he  made 
himfelf  extremely  vjrell  underftood.  The  eftate 
is  lai^e,  and  is  the  property  of  Mynheer  Freinde 
jointly  with  three  other  gentlemen,  one  of 
whom  refides  in  London-^the  two  others,  at 
Amfterdam. 

I  might  have  remarked  to  you  that  at  the 
Johanna  plantation,  we  were  this  day  indulged 
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with  the  luxury  of  having  two  young  nc* 
groes^  and  an  Indian  girl,  placed  behind  us 
waving  lime  boughs  around  our  heads,  the 
whole  time  of  dinner,  in  order  to  keep  us 
cool,  and  prevent  us  from  being  anapyed  by 
infeds,  while  we  were  eating ;  and,  in  addi- 
tion to'  this  general  protedion,  I  was  farther 
indebted  to  the  flattering  partiality  of  Myn- 
heer Fenner,  for  the  diftinguiihed  honor  of 
having  a  feparate  (lave  (lationed  at  my  elbow 
with  an  Indian  fan,  with  exprefs  orders  to  keep 
:mc  cool,  and  guard  me  from  the  mufquitpes. 

At  Helvetia  we  were  not  troubled  with 
infects  ;  but  in  defiance  of  the  convenience  of 
our  accommodations,  feme  uneafy  fymptoms, 
difplayed  on  the  part  of  the  major  domo  re- 
garding an  ebon  nymph  who  had  ferved  our 
coffee  in  the  afternoon,  and  an  unhappy  fpirit 
of  annoying  his  fufpicidns  exhibited  by  one  of 
icour  comrades,  prevented  us  from  fleepiag,  and 
caufed  us  all  topafsadiflurbedandreftlefsnight. 

We  left  Helvetia  with  the  early  tide,  in 
order  to  breakfaft  at  the  old  town  j  and  accord- 
ingly arrived  at  nine  o'clock  at  Mynheer  Schol- 
-ten's.    During  breakfaft  we  were  vifitqd  by  the 
old  fifcal,  who,  looking  extremely  bumble  a^d 
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fitbaflied,  bagged  us  to  believe  thar  he  felt  it 
highly  incumbent  upon  him  to  offer  multitudes 
of  apologie^tfor  his  rude  behaviour  on  the  day 
we  had  dined  at  his  houfe,  adding  that  he  had 
been  ej^tremely  afflicted,  from  the  moment  he 
Jiad  been  told  of  it ;  and,  in  explanation,  af- 
cribing  all  his  loud  noifc  and  political  violence 
to  the  levelling  bumpers  he  had  taken  of  claret 
and  Madeira.  We  likewife  met,  at  breakfaft, 
another  of  the  oldeft  inhabitants  of  the  colony, 
an  uncle  of  Mynheer  Scholten,  whofe  aged 
and  venerable  figure  commanded  great  rqfped: 
for  his  perfon,  while  it  imprefled  a  favorable 
idea  of  the  falubrity  of  the  climate. 

After  fati^ing  the  calls  of  appetite,  we 
took  a  walk  into  the  town,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  our  promenade  had  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
curing a  very  beautiful  lion  monkey  from  one  l 
of  the  handfomed  Indian  women  we  had  feen, 
and  who,  by  figns  and  gefturesy  gave  us  to 
linderftand,  that  means  might  be  devifed, 
ihould  it  be  very  anxioufly  defircd,  to  make  the 
miftrefs  the  companion  of  the  little  animalf  at 
pur  quarters  at  the  fort. 

Before  noon  we  were  again  in  the  boat 
purfuing  our  journey  down  the  river.     Hav- 
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ing  the  current  in  oar  favor^  wc  were  carried 
rapidly  on,  and  were  enabled  to  make  longer 
tides  than  when  journeying  the  oppofite  way. 
In  proceeding  up  the  river,  the  (laves  had 
found  it  neceffary  to  avoid  the  centre,  and  to 
keep  the  boat  as  near  as  poifibie  to  the  ihore ; 
but  in  returning,  they  gladly  fought  the  middle 
of  the  channel,  in  order  to  avail  themielves  of 
.the  current.  As  the  evening  dole  on,  the 
return  of  tide  overpowered  the  frefli  water 
ftream,  and,  by  putting  a  ftop  to  our  pi^ogrcfe, 
compelled  us  to  feek  quarters  at  an  earlier  hour 
than  we  wifhed.  The  plantation  Daargi^adt  being 
neareft,  we  dropped  our  anchor  there,  and,  witb« 
out  ceremony,  took  up'our  hbme  for  the  night 

Daargradt  Is  one  of  the  colonial  eftatea, 
arid  is  fubje^a  toaqueftion  of  fequeftration  ;  it 
being  yet  in  doubt  whether  this  plantation, 
together  with  fomc  others  fimilarly  circum-^ 
fianced,  may  not  be  condemned  as  public 
property,  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors.  The 
eftate  is  cxtenfive,  arid  cultivated  by  a  nume* 
rous  gang  of  flaves,  who  are  attached .  as  the 
ftock  of  the  plantation,  and  confequently  make 
a  part  of  the  property.  My  mind  anticipates 
the  idea  which  fuggefts  itfelf  to  you  upon  this> 
fubjcft  ;  but  you  will  not  expedl  that  I  ihould 
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offer  comments  upon  the  profpeft  of  ftiaring 
priv^' money  ixova  fuch^  fource. 

•  ■.  »        ■  . 

The  ufual  difficulty  refpe£ling  l^guage 
would  have  occurred  to  us,  from  the  manager 
not  knowing  either  £ngU(h  or  French;  but^ 
fortunately,  a  gentleman  I  had  met  at  Mynheer 
Ongre's,  happened  to  be  at  Daargradt,  who, 
with  great  kindnefs,  undertook  the  trouble-  ' 
fame  tafk  of  interpreter ;  and  procured  for  us 
the  bed  accommodations  of  the  houfe,  as  well 
for  the  evening,  as  throughout  the  night. 

An  old  Hollander,  who  was  living  in  a 
fort  of  quiet  retirement  upon  the  eftate,  was 
feized  with  fad  feelings  of  alarm  at  our  arrivaU 
Seeing  a  party  of  £nglifh  officers  ftep  out  of 
the  boat,  fo  very  ^nexpededly,  he  could  not 
dived  his  mind  of  the  lentiment  of  danger 
which  attaches  to  the  approach  of  an  enemy. 
He  had  long  been  an  adive  fupporter  of  the 
high  democratic  party  in  the  feven  United  Pro- 
vinces *f  and,  on  account  of  the  ftate  of  politics, 
had  fled  from  his  country  in  the  year  178;^, 
when  the  Duke  of  Brurifwick  marched  a  Pruf-* 
fian  army  into  Holland  to  reftore  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  Stadtholder.  A  confcious 
Reeling  renewed  all  the  poor  old  man's  terror-s, 
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and  begat  the  itnpreflion  that  we  came  a&  foes 
to  difturb  him  in  his  peaceful  retirement.    He 
felt  that  he  wasftilladverfe  to  the  Stadtholderiaa 
Intereft,  and,  perhaps,^  was  npt  aware  that  age 
had  ftamped  an  imbecility  upon  his  political 
opinions,  as  well  as  caufed  his  hoary  locks  to 
excite  only  fentiments of  compafiion;  The  timi- 
dity of  fecond  childhood  was  Upon  him.     Hia 
years  were  many,  and  it  might  be  faid  of  him, 
as  of  the  vieu   fifcal,  that  the  high  torrent 
of  guilt  had  ceafed  to  flow  in  his  veins.     We 
aflfured  him  of  hi?  fafety,  and  endeavored  to 
afluage  his  fears,  by  obferving  that  whatever 
might   have  been  formerly,  or  ftill  further, 
might  now  be  his  opinions,  he  had  nothing  to 
fear.     With    difficulty  we  did    prevail   upon 
him  to  take  his  l*eat  at  the  fupper  table,  but  he 
could  not  command  enough  of  felf-pofleffion 
to   eat :  he  was  agitated,  looked  uneafy  and 
alarmed,  fixed  his  eye  on  the  fcarlet  uniform, 
and  exhibited'  general   marks  of  reftlefsnefs, 
and    apprehenfion  !— The    fupper-cloth    was 
fcarcely  removed,  when  he  retired— ^and  we 
law  him  no  more.     Soon  after  the  old  Ba- 
tavian  left  us,  we  went  to  our  hammocks; 
tut  paflfed  a  fad  reftlefs  night,  owing  to  our 
being  aflailed  by  hofts  of  mufqiiiitoes,  whofe 
Yenomous  bitings  wholly  deprived  ua  of  fleep* 
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The  party  leave  Daargradt  with  the  morning  tide^  .intending 
to  proceed  to  Mynheer  RoholoJkJs.  Call  at  jEjfendam. 
Kindly  detained  by  Af.  Jibbenfets.     Make  a  vijit  of  ac^ 

'    inpiuledgment  to  Mynheer  Schneider.     Cards  introduced 

after  dinner  at  EJfendam.      Evening  promenade  to  Sant 

Souci.     Wretched  annoyance  of  fnusquitoes,     AffllEled  ap* 

peararfce  of  the  party.     Departure  frOm  EJfendam.^     Con* 

clufion  of  the  expedition.     General  remarks.     Novelty  and 

hofpitaliiiy.     Civility  an  inadequate  term.     Mode  of  travel- 

ling  highly  commodious.    Samenefs  offcenery  relieved.     PeU 

.  lucid  water  of  the  river.     Novel  appearance  of  the  firefly 

the  boat  y^c.     A  floating  ifland.     Difficulties  ideal.     In^ 

feEls  not  troublefome  in  the  woods,     A  peculiar  mark  of 

politenefsn 

Berbifche: 

We  rofe  early,  in  order  to  make  the  round 
of  the  plantation  and  the  negro  yard  previous 
to  our  departure,  and  before  ten  o'clock  we 
took  our  feats  in  the  boat,  availing  ourfelves 
of  the  early  tide,  with  the  intention  of  hang- 
ing our  hammocks  at  Mynheer  Robolofki's 
in  the  evening — and  of  proceeding  on  the 
morrow  to  New  Amfterdam.  M,  Robolofti 
had  made  a  vifit  to  the  Britifh  officers  at  the 
fort,  and  had  very  preflingly  invited  us  to  his 
plantation  J  which  we  underftood  to  be^  fitu* 
ated  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  river,  between 
Mynheor  Abbenfet's  and  the  town,  landV^ry 
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conveniently  for  becoming  the  laft  place  of 
reil  upon  our  excurdon.  A  little  paft  noon 
'  ^e  arrived  at  Eflendam,  intending  to  make 
only  an  en  fajfant  call  upon  Mynheer  Ab* 
benfets ;  who  received  us  with  all  the  kind- 
nefs  and  cordiality  of  a  friend  ;  nor  would  he 
hear  of  our  going  further,  but  infifted  that  we 
ihould  pafs  the  remainder  of  the  day  with 
him;  and,  the  more  effedually  to  reconcile 
the  delay,  he  aflfured  us  that  the  tide  would 
not  carry  us  fo  far  as  M,  Robolofki's  by  night. 
Finding  this  |o  be  the  cafe,  we  yielded  to  his 
kind  folicitations  :  and  the  more  readily  from 
our  knowing  that  the  town  ?ind  the  fort  were 
ftill  within  the  morrow's  journey ;  and  from 
it  having  been  proved  to  us  by  the  teft  of 
experience,  that  neither  fhore  of  the  river 
^ould  fupply  us  with  more  defirable  quarters* 
Having  agreed  to  pafs  the  night  at  Eflendara, 
we  refted  for  a  fhort  time,  and  then  made  a 
little  excurfion  acrofs  the  river  to  offer  thanks 
to  M.  Schneider,  for  the  information  he  had 
given  us  refpefting  our  journey ;  and  to  fee 
the  fugar  works  at  Mr.  Blair  s  eftate.  As  foon 
as  we  returned,  a  well-ferved  dinner  with- 
plenty  of  good  wines  were  fet  before  us  ;  and 
the  generous  Abbenfets  warmly  bade  us  wel- 
come.   It  is  not  the  cuftom  in  thefe  colonieSi 
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as  In  England,  to  confume  the  whole  of  the 
afternoon  over  xthe  bottle.  Wine  is  taken 
liberally  at  dinneir-time,  and  the  party  with- 
draw from  the  table  very  foon  after.  At  M. 
Abbenfet's,  cards  were  introduced  almoft  as 
foon  as  we  had  dined,  and  we  played  whift 
until  obliquity  tempered  the  fcorching  rays  of 
the  fun,  when  we  engaged  in  a  pleafant  prome- 
nade abotit  the  plantation,  and  proceeded  as  far 
as  Sans  Souci^  the  adjoining  efliate,  to  call  on 
Mynheer  Abbenfet's  nephew. 

Soon  after  we  returned  from  our  walk, 
the  fupper-board  was  fpread,  and  to  crown  the 
evening,  fomevery  fine  old  Hollands,  and  the 
focial  pipe  were  introduced.  You  will  perhaps 
be  furprized  to  learn,  that  I  was  the  only  one 
who  could  not  enjoy  this  part  of  the  repaft : 
moft  of  the  officers  have  acquired  the  habit  of 
fmoking,  and  fome  of  them  have  become  fuch 
adepts  in  this,  I  cannot  but  add,  dirty  and  in- 
elegant cuftom — however  focial— that  they 
can  already  drink  gin,  and  whif  a  pipe  or  fagar 
almoft  as  well  as  ai  y  fempcr-fmoking  Dutch- 
man of  the  colony  !  You  will  probably  envy 
them  the  accompliihment  as  little  as  I  do ! 
We  went  to  our  hammocks  very  foon  after 
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fupper,  hoping,  by  a  long  Deep,  to  relieve  \}cit 
heavy  fatigue  of  two  dillurbed  and  reftlefs 
nights  ;  but  we  were  fadly  difappointed  !  the 
tormenting  mufquitoes  again  befieged  lis,  and 
the  third  night  proved  no  lefs  fleeplefs  than  thft 
two  preceding.  The  heat  and  itching  from  for- 
mer bitings— the  pain  of  new  and  acute  punc- 
tures— and  the  ftill  more  wearifome  buzzing  of 
the  infeds  in  our  ears  combined  in  fuch  utter 
annoyance,  as  not  only  to  deprive  us  oF  fleep, 
but  of  all  reft  and  eafe.  Even  the  quiet  of 
lying  ftill  was  unattainable.  The  irritation, 
caufed  by  the  pain  and  exceflive  itching,  ren- 
dered us  quite  feverifh,  and  with  the  w^arinefs 
and  languor  arifing  from  want  of  flee^,  made 
us  really  ill.  At  length,  grown  impati^ent  of 
TufFering,  and  finding  it  impoflible  to  reft  in 
our  hammocks,  we  got  up,  walked  about  the 
room,  wafhed  with  cold  water,  rubbed  bur- 
felves  with  orange  juice,  and  with  lirties,  then 
opened  the  windows,  (hook  our  hammocks, 
beat  about  the  room  with  cloths  and  hand- 
kerchiefs, and  tried  all  the  various  means  of 
driving  out  the  infeds,  and  obtaining  relief: 
but  in  vain,  all  our  efforts  failed  of  fuccefs. 
Immitigable  torment  purfued  us,  and  we  were 
compelled  to  drag  out  a  moft  wearifome  and 
comfortlefs  night. 
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Early  in  the  morning  we  left  our  room 
opprefled  with  feverifh  feelings,  and  a  fenfe 
of  general  ftiipor : — and  ahnoft  blind  !  Our 
eye-lids  were  fwoln  and  heavy — our  whole 
faces  tumefied  and  inflamed.  It  were  difiicult 
to  convey  to  you  a  juft  idea  of  our  afflicted 
appearance.  Perhaps  iif  you  call  to  your  ima- 
gination the  vifage  of  a  fot,  after  he  has  dcr 
voted  two  or  three  whole  nights  to  the  bot- 
tle ;  then,  before  he  has  had  time  to  fleep  oflf 
his  intoxication,  fubjedl  him  to  an  attack  of 
"  St.  Anthony,"  you  may  conceive  a  tolerable 
reprefentation  of  the  matin- countenances  of 
your  friend,  and  his  fleeplefe  mufquito-bitten 
comrades. 

We  breakfafted  with  M.  Abbenfets,  and  at 
nine  o'clock  embarked  for  New  Amfterdam. 
The  negroes  took  no  reft  between  Eflfendam 
and  the  town.  They  cheerfully  pulled  the 
oai*s  for  five  hours  without  intermifl[ion,in  order 
to  reach  the  landing  place  before  the  turn  of  the 
tide  J  and  all  the  relief  they  fought,  throughout 
the  whole  of  this  time,  was  that  of  occafionally 
taking  up  a  handful  of  water  from  the  river, 
and  pouring  it  upon  their  oars,  to  prevent 
them  from  becoming  hot  and  dry,  and  thereby 
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bliftering  their  hands.  At  two  o'clock  on  the 
23d  of  June  we  finifhed  oiir  journey,  and 
were  again  fafely  on  fhore  at  the  government 
lanlding-place  at  New  Amfterdam. 

You  will  feel  that  the  excurfion  was, 
altogether,  one  of  high  intereft  and  gratitica- 
\  tion  :  but  I  have  proceeded  in  fuch  minute, 
and  (I  fear  you  will  fay)  tedious  detail,  that 
very  little  remiilns  to  be  offered  by  way  of  ge-- 
neral  remark. 


/  •• 


The  novelty  which  prefentcd  itfelf  to 
bur  obfervation  was  not  more  ft r iking  than  the 
unbounded  hofpitality,  which  univerfally  met 
iis  at  every  place  of  call.  Although  unex- 
pedted  intruders,  we  were  everywhere  re- 
ceived with  a  cordial  urbanity,  which  is  very 
inadequately  expreffed  by  the  common  term  . 
civility.  It  feemed  to  be  the  ftudy  of  all, 
who  fhould  moft  ferve,  and  oblige  us.  Not 
fatisfied  v^ith  adminiftering  to  us  the  beft  ac- 
commodations of  the  houfc,  whilft  we  remain- 
ed with  them,  a  generous  regard  for  our  com- 
fort extended  their  liberality  yet  further,  and 
they  either  openly,  or  priyately,  contributed  to 
our  convenience,  by  adding  to  our  travelling 
fupply.     Porter,  wine,  and  fpirits,  food  and 
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fruit,  and  plantains  for  the  negroes,  all  found 
their  way  into  the  boat. 

Our  mode  of  travelling  was  in  itfelf 
highly  commodious,  and  afforded  many  faci« 
lities.  The  party  fat  together  as  comfortably 
as  in  a  fmall  room  on  fhore  :  we  advanced  at 
cafe,  and  were  fcarcely  fenfible  of  any  mo- 
tion :  by  the  awning  we  were  protedled  from 
the  fun  ;  and'  from  the  open  windows  at  the 
fides,  we  had  always  a  ftream  of  cool  air. 
•Enough  of  room  was  afforded  for  provi- 
fions,  wine,  clothes,  and  all  other  flores  of  the 
journey;  alfo  convenient  flowage  for  whatever 
fpecimens  we  might  collefl:.  Together  with 
thefe  accommodations  a  fecure  harbour  was 
found  for  the  boat  at  every  plantation,  and 
our  flaves  either  fed  themfelves  from  the  pro- 
yifions  of  the  veffel,  or  foraged  among  the  ne- 
groes of  the  eftates ;  fo  that  we  had  no  care 
concerning  either  fervants  or  cattle,  carriage 
or  roads. 

The  variety  in  point  of  fcenery  you  will 
have  perceived  was  not  very  great^  but  the 
inanimate  famenefs  of  wood  and  water  was 
pleafantly  relieved  by  the  occafional  openings 
of  the  different  plantations.     In  fome  parts  of 
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the  river,  the  \<Fater  was  fingulayly  ftill  and 
clear,  and  with  its  fylvan  borders  exhibited  a 
novelty  of  peculiar  feature.  Its  fmooth  and 
lucid  furface  formed  a  perfefl:  mirror,  fo 
completely  reflecting  every  thing  around,  that 
it  feemed  difficult  to  difcover  how  we  were 
fupported — by  what  means  fufpended,  as  it 
were,  in  the  centre  of  fpace.  At  the  fides  of 
the  river  no  line  of  ternaination  could  be  dif-? 
tinguifhed.  It  was  not  feen  where  the  water 
ceafed,  or  where  the  land  commenced  ;  but 
the  trees,  on  each  border,  being  within  the 
edge  of  the  water,  were  fo  diftinftlyreflefted  as 
to  convey  the  femblance  of  a  foreft,  growing 
upwards  and  downwards  from  the  fame  roots. 
The  boat  was  reflefted  in  a  fimilar  manner; 
as  was  likewife  the  unclouded  canopy  of  the 
flcies.  The  watery  medium  made  no  impref- 
fion  upon  the  eye — ^but  the  open  azure  ex- 
panf^  was  feen  the  fame,  whether  we  looked 
upwards  or  downwards.  We  feemed  fufpend^ 
ed  in  the  centre  of  a  hollow  globe,  having  the 
fame  concave  arch  above  and  below,  with  an 
inverted  and  an  upright  foreft  on  either  hand. 
At  one  fpot  we  met  a  fmall  ifland,  floating 
down  the  ftill  river,  with  a  variety  of  plants 
and  (hrubs  growing  upon  it ;  and  from  the 
y^ater  being  invifible,  the  perfed  refled|ion  of 
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t\m  little  plantation  gave  it  the  apptatafice  of 
a  fmall  clufnp  of  young  trees  cialmly  moving 
in  the  midft  of  fpace,  with  each  plant  grow- 
ing perpendicularly  upwards  and  downwards^ 
in  pfecife  tefemblance.  If  we  held  out  a  hand-, 
or  an  Oar  over  the  fide  of  the  boat,  the  fam^ 
was  feen  below,  without  difcovering  the  limpid 
tnedium  between  them.  In  fliort,  we  feemed 
im\y  to  move,  like  Our  globe  itfelf,  in  ethereal 
{pace. 

The  difficulties  which  many  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  coioAy  had  urged,  as  neceffarily 
attendant  upon  the  expedition,  proved  to  be 
ideal.  Scarcely  did  any  obftacle  oppofe  it- 
felf to  our  convenience — none  to  our  pro- 
grefs :  nor  until  the  laft  three  nights  had  any 
thing  occurred  to  interrupt  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  the  excurfion.  Indeed  the  torment 
of  thefe  nights  fetved  only  as  a  variety,  which 
placed  in  a  stronger  light  the  many  facilities 
we  had  met  with  ;  for,  amidft  the  woods, 
and  at  the  eftates  far  up  the  river,  we  had  al- 
moft  wholly  efcaped  the  annoyance  of  iaf^t^,^ 
Mufquitoes  did  not  feem  to  inhabit  the  depths  of 
the  foreft.  In  thefe  parts  we  had  alfo  found 
the  air  cooler,  and  the  land  lefs  heated  than 
where  it  was  cleared  of  wood,  and  more  open. 
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i  muft  not  negle<3:  to  inform  you  of  a 
cuftom  which  we  obferved  to  be  very  pre- 
valent, it  being  an  ad  of  polifenefs  which,  to ' 
Europeans,  feemed  no  lefs  fingular  than  novel. 
As  a  mark  of  attention  the  gentlemen  of  the 
different  plantations  ufually  accompanied  us 
to  our  fleeping  room,  at  the  time  of  our  going 
to  bed,  when,  on  taking  their  leave  for  the 
night,  they  concluded  the  complimepts  of  the 
day  in  the  following  terms,  viz.  *'  S'il  y  a 
d'autre  chofe,  Meflieurs,  dont  vous  avez  be- 
foin,  il  n'en  faut  que  demander  au  Gargon — 
cela  n'  eft  pas  men  affaire  *."  This  was  true 
Weft  Indian  complaifance.  It  was  a  branch 
of  hofpitality  that  was  not  familiar  to  us,  being 
an  accommodation  not  ufually  found  in  the 
lift  of  European  civilities.  If  your  ignorance 
of  tropical  habits,  and  the  common  cuftoms 
of  flavery  fhould  prevent  you  from  compre- 
hending the  extent  of  it,  afk  me,  when  I  re- 
turn to  England,  and  I  will  explain  it  to  you 

more  fully.  .  ..    ' 

-^  Adieu.   • 

*  If  there  is  any  thing  elfe  you  wife  for,  you  nee4 
.  only  aflt  the  boy :  that  does  not  concern  me  ! 

END    OF    THE    SECOND  YOLUME, 
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